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location assessment evaluation guidelines 
DANESBURY  -  RABLEY 
HEATH Area 133 

 

LOCATION 

 
 
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA 
 
The area lies in a broad band extending north of 
Welwyn and the River Mimram.  The area lies east 
of Codicote and to the west of the A1(M). 

 

 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER 
 
Extensive area of heathland which has been 
developed and settled.  Complex pattern of 
large plots with ribbon development following 
network of local lanes.  Only part of this 
settlement lies within the district boundary.  
Linear blocks of woodland associated with local 
development. 
 
KEY CHARACTERISTICS 
 
�  Gently rolling upland plateau landscape 
�  Extensive settlement generously dispersed 

over the south  
 
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES 
 
�  A1(M) follows eastern boundary 
�  Linear woodland blocks 
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ASSESSMENT 

 
PHYSICAL INFLUENCES 
 
Geology & soils 
Soils are free draining acid loamy brown soils over 
glacial deposits above Chalk. 
   
Topography 
Plateau landscape. 
 
Degree of slope 
Varies between 1:30 to 1:10 within incised valleys. 
  
Altitude range 
75m to 125m. 
 
Hydrology 
No discernable watercourses.  Small number of 
local ponds adjacent to settlements 
 
Land cover and land use 
Arable landcover in the north.  Smaller paddocks, 
gardens and development in the south. 
 
Vegetation and wildlife 
Danesbury Park is an important ecological 
resource within this Character Area.  The park 
supports a diverse selection of habitat types, the 
most important of which are areas of old, species-
rich neutral/acidic grassland that are regarded as 
being of county ecological importance.  Some 
species indicative of old grasslands are present 
within the parkland, such as Adder's Tongue Fern.  
Ancient parkland trees are present and are a highly 
valuable ecological resource for fungi and 
invertebrates.  Standing deadwood, such as that 
associated with veteran and senescent trees is a 
key ecological habitat that has suffered a national 
decline due largely to an excessive 'cleaning up' of 
our countryside.  Deadwood habitats are essential 
for the survival of a range of species, many of 
which are nationally scarce.  Ancient oak/hornbeam 
woodlands such as Catchpole and Longston 
Woods are present within this Character Area as 
are some areas of unimproved neutral marshy 
grassland.  Woodlands are important for bat 
species (pipistrelle) and noctule has been recorded 
in the past.  The vast majority of grassland within 
the UK are subject to some form of agricultural 
'improvement'.  Traditionally managed grasslands 
with their array of associated plants and animals 
are an increasingly rare sight. 
 
 

 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES 
 
Finds of Romano-British coins, pottery and 
building materials suggest that a Romano-
British settlement lies to the west of the 
Character Area.  To the far west cropmarks of 
an enclosure of unknown date and function are 
known from aerial photographs. 
 
Field Pattern 
The historic agricultural landscape is composed 
mainly of post 1950’s enclosure.  Pre 18th 
century and later enclosure lies to the north and 
pre 18th century ‘irregular’ enclosure, 20th 
century leisure and prairie fields – post 1950’s 
boundary loss lie to the south.  In the centre 
occur prairie fields with relict elements and pre 
18th century ‘irregular sinuous’ enclosure.  There 
are pockets of 19th – 20th century plantation 
throughout the area. 
 
Transport Pattern 
The A1(M) runs along the eastern boundary.  
There is a pattern of winding lanes. 
 
Settlements and Built Form 
The historic settlement pattern is composed of 
farmsteads and villages.  The traditional 
buildings of the Character Area survive from the 
16th century.  Plummers Farmhouse is a large 
16th century timber framed farmhouse with 17th 
century additions. 
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EVALUATION 

 
VISUAL AND SENSORY PERCEPTION 
 
Historic and mature landscape character 
interspersed with extensive but widely dispersed 
settlement patterns. Linear woodland features help 
to provide a mature setting to the Character Area. 
 
Rarity & distinctiveness 
The integrity and mature character are not 
compromised by widespread settlement. 
  
VISUAL IMPACT 
 
Development is small scale and fits well into the 
mature setting. Some commercial outlets 
(nurseries) located within the Character Area. 
Small water towers at Rabley Heath. 
 
  
  
 

 ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Character Area well served by the network of 
small winding lanes and rights of way. 
 
COMMUNITY VIEWS 
 
(Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) have 
undertaken Tier B (Community of Place) 
consultations. Views of the local community 
have been sought and contributor’s responses 
to each of the Character Areas will be analysed 
and a summary of the responses provided by 
HCC. 
 
LANDSCAPE RELATED DESIGNATIONS 
 
None. 
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EVALUATION 

 
 
 

CONDITION  
Land cover change: Localised 

Age structure of tree cover: Mature 
Extent of semi-natural habitat survival: Scattered 

Management of semi-natural habitat: Good 
Survival of cultural pattern: Declining/Relic 

Impact of built development: Moderate 
Impact of land-use change: Moderate 

Matrix Score: Moderate 
  
ROBUSTNESS  

Impact of landform: Apparent 
Impact of land cover: Prominent 

Impact of historic pattern: Apparent 
Visibility from outside: Locally visible 

Sense of enclosure: Partial 
Visual unity: Coherent 

Distinctiveness/rarity: Frequent 
Matrix Score: Moderate 
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GUIDELINES 

 
STRATEGY AND GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING 
CHANGE:   
 
Improve and Conserve 
 
�  Promote management of ancient woodlands to 

encourage a diverse woodland flora 
�  Promote the creation of buffer zones between 

intensive arable production and areas of semi-
natural habitat and the creation of links 
between habitat areas 

�  Promote hedgerow restoration along the lines 
of historic field boundaries and for the creation 
of visual links between existing woodland areas 

�  Promote the use of traditional field hedges in 
place of post and wire enclosures to new 
grazing areas 

�  Protect and preserve the pattern of narrow 
winding lanes and associated hedge banks, 
sunken lanes, verges and hedges 

�  Promote the diversity of hedgerow species and 
the planting of standard hedgerow trees 

�  Maintain and extend the rights of way network 
�  Encourage the conservation of species-rich 

neutral/acidic grasslands 
�  Encourage a policy of “standing deadwood” 

habitats within the ageing tree population 
�  Promote appropriate management of habitats 
�  Badger survey maybe required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also refer to Hertfordshire County Council’s 
version of LCA 133 for Welwyn Hatfield which 
identifies two sub-areas 133A and 133B within this 
Character Area. 
 
 

  

 


