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ureen Lape, lLetchworth: An Evaluation by
the Hertiordshire Archaenlogical Trust

introduction. Ihe site lies in open fields orr Green Lane, Letchworth,
and to the north of an area oif Blackhorse Road where archaealogical
deposits were found prior to the development of the area in the late
60's and early 70's. The Green Lane site covers an area of 9.54 acres,
and is to be developed for housing. Owing to its proximity to the
Blackhorse Road site the presence of archaeological features over part,
it not all, ot this area seemed likely. The land rises gradually to the
east, 1orming a slight ridge in the south-eastern corner of the site.
It was expected that any archaeological features would be found either
on this ridge, or close to the rence on the southern side of the site,
continuing on Irom the Blackhorse Road site.

A series o1 trial trenches were cut in mid May, under the direction of
Nicola Godwin, Field Officer, H.A.T., to assess the archaeological
potential or the site and the depths oI any such deposits. All the
trenches were cut by a machine, using a toothless ditching bucket, and
were £.0m wide. It was not possible to cover the entire development
area owing to an orchard, a substantial hedge and a market garden centre
still occupying part of the site. All the Irenches were excavated to
tne depth o1 the 'natural’ undisturbed subsoil, and none of the
archaeological Ileatures uncovered during machining were excavated, thus
oniy & provisionai interpretation ot the features can be made. However,
the existence oI sherds or pottery in the tops oi some Ieatures, and the
type oI soil rilling these indicates that they are archaeological rather
than natural in origin.

For the purposes of this evaluation site North was set at right angles
to the rence along the southern boundary of the site, and all compass
points reterred to in the site records and in this report are in
relation to site North rather than true North.

Ihe Excavations. The trenches can be divided into two groups: those to
the north and those to the south ot the existing trackway (see 1:500
plan, tig 1. In the trenches to the north (trenches E,C, and D) the
topsoil (layer 1) overlay a subsoil (layer 22) which sealed the
archaeological deposits., To the south (trenches A, AB,E,F,G,H, and I)
the topsoil <1} lay on top or the natural in most cases, a subsoil
ttayer 2) was only present in the western end or trench A and in trench
E. The trench names indicate the order in which the trenches were laid
out, the trenches are described starting from the northern-most trench
and progressing to ithe south.

french ¢ was on a NV-5E aligument with its south-eastern end joining to

trench B, It was 98.0m long and on average .50m deep. It contained
tour plough ruts (Nos 41,43,44, and 45) (see fig 2), all on a NE-8W
aligument. fo the east was a gully (42) which was .45m wide and aligned

NE-SW. Il was 1i1lled with a mid grey-brown clay loam and was sealed by
the subsoil tlayer c2).



contemporary with the pits. The individual, narrower, straighter ruts
on a north-east to south-west alignment, seen in Lrenches B,C, and D,
may be the result of more recent ploughing. The only instance where any
relationship between the pits and the ruts is possible is in trench F
where the ruts cut feature 59, the ? oval pit. However, although the
111l of this rfeature appears similar, though darker, to the fills of the
pits, it differs in size and shape and is isolated rfrom the pit group.

The tills of the gully/gullies in trenches B and C, their alignment and
the presence of a few small sherds of pottery in these, would indicate
that they may be contemporary with the pits; excavation will determine
this. The irregular arrangement of the pits in trench D would suggest
that there may be other features in the area which they respect, or that
they form other alignments (with further pits?) not identified by the
trial trenches.

Recommendations. From the evidence of the trial trenches further
investigation of the area is essential. However, it is not envisaged
that this would need to cover the entire development area. The
archaeological features are centred in an area on the highest part of
the site and are, in most cases, less than half a meire below the
present ground surface. Although trial trenching was not able to cover
all ot the area, large parts of the site would appear to contain little
archaeology. lhus the following actions are recommended:

1) an area excavation of that part of the site where the features
showing in the trial trenches are concentrated, and

2) a watching brier on the other areas with particular attention
being given to the cutting of the sewer trenches and the roads.

1) Excavation records and report by Nicola Godwin, Field Officer,
Hertiordshire Archaeological Trust, on behalf of North Herts
District Councill Museums Service.

2} Excavations recorded as NHDC Museums site GL 88, and as
Hertiordshire Archaeological Trust project P44, site HAT 19.

3) Excavation context records and plans are according to NHDC
Museums system and are stored by NHDC Museums Service.

4) A series ot record photographs af most teatures were taken.
IThese are, at present, stored by HAT.
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