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 Codicote Parish 
Council

1SSQ/06/0289 Question 9 Thank you for forwarding Codicote Parish Council a summary of the 
Scott Wilson report, we have now had an opportunity to read the full 
report on your website.  However the Parish Council were disappointed
 to learn, via the Press, and not personally via NHDC, that Codicote 
had been highlighted as a potential location for a gypsy and traveller 
site.  We believe very strongly that you should have briefed the Parish 
Council prior to the residents reading the press reports.

As you will appreciate Codicote already has a licensed site and 
therefore believe it to be unreasonable to even consider having an 
additional site.  We understand that the owner of Mansells Farm, 
Mansells Lane, Codicote has received correspondence from you, with 
both he and the parish council found to be very distressing, confirming 
that part of his land may have a compulsory purchase order placed on 
it.  Codicote Parish Council strongly urge that you remove this order as 
soon as possible.

Residents of Codicote have made representations to the Parish 
Council as they are extremely concerned that NHDC are even 
considering Codicote as a possible location.
We look forward to hearing from you

8

 Greening08/1400 Sites - Gypsies and 
Travellers

I am angered to learn that the organisation which drew up the 
recommendations for the proposed sites never consulted the Gypsy 
Council, and I am writing now to enquire if the District council now 
proposes to do so?
This survey was ill-conceived and badly carried out.  Rural 
communities are not the places for such sites.  The travellers don't 
think so.  The rural communities don't think so.

4

 Herts & 
Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust

05/0079 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Wildlife Site adjacent to south of proposed site is 15/002 (Biggin 
Moor), one of the few remaining boulder clay marshes.  This site may 
be negatively impacted by such a development and mitigation 
measures should be considered to prevent impacts.

23



234

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

 Billing07/0339 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Many of these sites would be too visually prominent, or too isolated 
from the needs of travellers' families, as recently presented to Cabinet 
(29 January meeting) ¿ in particular for shops and services.  However, 
we believe that the Pirton site would be suitable, and the Whitwell site
 may be, although it may come within an extended Green Belt. As 
major villages, these should satisfy many of the needs expressed by 
travellers.

14

 Anglian Water 
Services Ltd

07/0384 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Sewerage Treatment Works
Foul Sewerage Network
Surface Water Networks
Thames Water
N/A
N/A

110

 Martin07/1313 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

It has come to my attention that you are looking for suitable sites to put
 gypsy encampments and that Barkway is being considered, these are 
my opinions on the matters.  Firstly the planners or surveyors referred to
 Barkways as a town.  Barkway is a village with approximately 250 
houses.  Barkway has just one small infant school, which to my 
knowledge is full.  The nearest doctors is about 3-4 miles away in 
Barley and are not taking anymore patients because it is also full.  The
 next doctors is in Royston 5.5 miles away, which I understand is also 
struggling to cope with demand.  Public transport is very scant and 
there is none on Sunday.  The nearest post office and mini 
supermarket is in Barley 3-4 miles away.  Gypsy-Travellers also seem to
 have a route they like to follow, this does not, to my knowledge 
include Barkway.  Barkway is a very old village in a rural conservation 
area there is nothing going on to amuse children and without public 
transport little chance of them getting to anywhere that may have 
something going on.  There is also the question of the capability of 
the existing sewer and drainage systems in the village.  And the strong 
odours adjacent to the sights your planners have in mind, probably 
due to the chicken farm next to it.  Your planners could not have been 
to the possible sites to see for themselves the suitability of them, one 
of them has a 1 in 9 gradient hill.

1
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 Bentley08/1246 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing with regard to the proposal to site two gypsy sites in 
Barkway.  May I ask what if anything do these communities bring to a 
small village like Barkway.  Do they pay Council Tax?  We have no 
shops, no Doctors surgery and a small school, have we anything to 
offer them? What impact would these sites have on Barkway, more 
crime, more rubbish, at what financial cost to everyone in the local 
area.  As my daughter said you can find sites and money for gypsy's 
what about her finding an affordable home in the Village.  Barkway 
doesn't need or want these sites just ask the people of Cottenham 
Cambs what its like living with the gypsy community.  Then there is the
 impact on the local wildlife the site in London Road is home to owls, 
deer and many wild flowers including Bee Orchids.  The site in 
Buckland Road has already been turned down for residential use so 
can you please explain how it could now be used as a gypsy site.  
People come to live in Barkway for a better quality of life especially for
 their youngsters.  I don't think anyone will get that with gypsy's on their
 doorstep.  The residents will fight these proposals most vigorously.

I am writing to you for a second time re: the proposed travellers' sites in
 Barkway. Please don't spoil our village just because you've got to put 
these sites somewhere. We are very proud of our village. I am 
especially as my family have lived here for many years. Six 
generations of my family have been to the school. Which is an 
excellent school. I'm afraid if travellers children attend standards would
 soon drop in teaching & the parental support which is excellent at the 
moment . We've been told that these sites need to be close to local 
services. Barkway has no shops the Doctor is 2/3 miles away. The Buses
 which run are over a mile away at the top end of the village. I thought
 councils were short of money so can I ask who is paying for this. And 
why was Barkway chosen as we don't meet the criteria. Or is it a case of
 NHDC not wanting them to close to Letchworth. I would also like to 
know why Ashwell & Reed are dropped from the list. Is it a case of not 
what you know but who? If you could answer my questions I would be 
most grateful.

1

 Ward08/1247 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing to object to the proposal of Barkway as a suitable traveller 
sit. It is astonishing that Barkway could have been listed as a suitable 
location. I have doubts that the consultants have actually visited this 
village at all - in the literature it actually refers to Barkway as a town. It 

1
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struggles to be classed as a village, there are hardly any facilities here 
at all, just one pub and one garage.

In the document Recommended Policy Criteria under the section 
headed site conditions it is stipulated there should be no odour 
pollution. Another sign that the consultants have never been to 
Barkway , if they had they would have known that our air is not odour 
free. There are two chicken farms and they emit a stench all year 
round such that we cannot open our windows most days. They failed to
 do any homework on this point. 

The section Accessibility of Services states that there must be local 
services, there aren't any in Barkway. The doctor surgery and a shop we
 have to go to barley which is 3 miles away and there are no buses. 
The Doctors list is closed to new patients, so that would, mean going to
 Royston or Buntingford. Nearest dentist is Royston, 5 miles away and 
there are no NHS dentists taking on new patients.
As for public transport the research is lacking too. Barkway has a very 
limited bus service, you certainly could not rely on it for a regular 
journeys. At best it goes to Royston on market days, Wednesday and 
Saturday. Royston is the nearest train station.

Barkway school is very small and only caters for children to year 4. It is 
currently run in two classes an influx of children would cause chaos as 
there are simply no facilities  for extra children. The school could not 
cope with a massive increase in numbers.

Another point of note is that Barkway is not on a route traditionally 
taken by travellers. Why provide them with somewhere to go if they 
don't want to go there?

Your problem is that have allowed masses of building around the 
towns of North Herts that are on traditional routes and these are now 
surrounded by green belt areas that you cannot ear mark for traveller 
sites. These towns have the services required, plenty of them and they 
are in areas that travellers wish to travel through. So now you want to 
ruin Barkway. This is a linear village and back building is not permitted
 but you seem to be able to disregard this rule and plonk what you like 
in arable fields being farmed. residents that have lived here for more 
than thirty years and own land behind the building line cannot get 
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permission to develop it but you people can do what you like it seems. 
Rumour has it that Ashwell and reed have managed to get off the list 
for possible selection as they have people living there that have pulled
 some strings. Well how can this be possible/ Your selection process 
isn't fair is it? I want to know if this is true, yes or no.

 Wiltshire08/1248 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am recently retired and a complete newcomer to the area, and am 
baffled and bewildered by literature through my door concerning the 
dilemma of where to accommodate Gypsy / Travellers in North Herts.  I
 would never have thought that such a beautiful and tranquil protected
 area as Barkway could ever in the logical world be considered as a 
potential site.  The fact that Barkway has been elected as a possible 
site has shocked me and leads me to beg the question "has common 
sense been abandoned by the local Council?"

From the travellers' point of view I would have thought this village is 
also entirely unsuitable for dwellings since it has no amenities at all, 
no Post Office and no GP surgery nearby.

I am also informed that if there were such a site here, property prices 
would fall considerably.

Please register my strong disapproval at such a scheme.

1
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 Luxmoore08/1249 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am recently retired and a complete newcomer to the area, and am 
baffled and bewildered by literature through my door concerning the 
dilemma of where to accommodate Gypsy / Travellers in North Herts.  I
 would never have thought that such a beautiful and tranquil protected
 area as Barkway could ever in the logical world be considered as a 
potential site.  The fact that Barkway has been elected as a possible 
site has shocked me and leads me to beg the question "has common 
sense been abandoned by the local Council?"

From the travellers' point of view I would have thought this village is 
also entirely unsuitable for dwellings since it has no amenities at all, 
no Post Office and no GP surgery nearby.

I am also informed that if there were such a site here, property prices 
would fall considerably.

Please register my strong disapproval at such a scheme.

1
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 Logan08/1251 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I write to express my strongest objection to the proposed allocation of 
Travellers' Sites in Barkway, Hertfordshire, shown as site references 
NH72, 73 and 117 on the enclosed map.

These sites fails to meet the criteria for site selection in the following 
regard:
1. The village has no retail or medical facilities and an irregular bus 
service to such facilities.
2. The nearest medical facilities accepting new patients is in Royston, 
over five miles away and not on a regular bus rote.  Additionally the 
Royston surgeries are not open at weekends, the nearest hospitals 
being in Cambridge and Stevenage with virtually no bus services to 
either of these.
3. Barkway is not on a traditional traveller route.
4. Sites NH72 and NH73 are adjacent to a chicken farm which emits 
strong odours.
5. The existing infrastructure may not be able to accommodate the 
additional loads imposed by these sites.
6. There are established homes and businesses close to the proposed 
sites.
7. Planning permission has previously been rejected on several 
occasions on sites adjacent to NH72 and 73 and I see no reason why it 
should be allowed in this instance.
8. The itinerant nature of travellers' lifestyles would place intermittent 
and unpredictable additional demands on our village school.  I fear 
this impact will be unimaginable from the staffing and curriculum of 
the school and may affect teaching standards and frustrate the 
children's current good progress.

I would also question the basis on which the East of England Regional
 Assembly (EERA) has come to apparently two separate conclusions of 
3 or 15 pitches being required as a result of their "public" consultation 
which I must advise you did not include myself.  I also question 
whether the EERA has the moral authority to make these decisions as 
they are a totally unelected and undemocratic body.  I was under the 
impression we have fought and are fighting wars to protect democracy!

1
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Turney

Turney

08/1252

08/1252

NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I would object most strongly to a travellers site being located in 
Barkway.

Among the recommended policy criteria is accessibility of services.  
There are no shops in Barkway.  There is only a small primary school.  
There is no doctor.  Public transport is limited to an inconvenient and 
irregular bus services.  Barkway is not on any traditional travellers' 
routes.

In short Barkway would be a most inappropriate choice for a Travellers'
 site.

I understand that two sites in Barkway remain in the local Development
 Framework Plan which is in public consultation until 18th March 2008.
I object to sites being created in Barkway. They don't meet the criteria 
set out by the Government for suitable sites.
There are no shops in Barkway
there is only a small primary school
There is no doctor
Public transport is limited to irregular limited bus services.
Moreover, Barkway is not on a traditional travellers route and the sites 
do not meet thecriterial set out by the Gypsy/Travellers Community.  
The Gypsy Council, which I understand should have been consulted, 
has indicated in writing that sites such as these would be unsuitable.
I would be grateful if you would confirm receipt of this letter.

2

4

 Greening08/1254 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

As you are no doubt aware, there is considerable public concern about
 the suggestion that Barkway may be the location selected for an as yet
 unspecified number of pitches for travellers. I would like if i may to 
add my comments to those you are likely to have received already. 

As  I understand the Government's proposals they require local 
authorities to identify appropriate sites for the travelling community. I 
believe that Barkway fails to meet this requirement on a number of 
grounds.

1. We are several miles from the nearest surgery, which is any case has
 not been accepting new patients for some years.  (I have never been 
able to register there, despite having lived in Barkway since 1975).

2. Our school is an excellent one, keenly supported by local parents, 

1
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 Greening08/1254 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

but it is small and does not have the resources that are necessary to 
cope with the special needs of the children of travellers whose 
education is often disrupted by relocation. Even two or three transient 
pupils would pace strain on the schools ability to cope. Are the 
authorities prepared to invest in the extra staff and facilities that would 
be needed. 

3. One of the principal reasons for travellers dissatisfaction with 
existing sites (see recent ORS Survey) is the lack of public transport. 
Barkway is particularly poorly served in this regard, with an infrequent 
service to neighbouring facilities like surgeries, pharmacies, shops and 
hospitals.

4. It is unfortunately a fact (verifiable by consulting the police service 
and communities where such sites have been located) that issues of 
public order invariably arise. These range from environmental threats 
like littering and the abandoning of vehicles, to petty (and sometimes 
not so petty) crime. Probably the only way to deal with this is to have a
 non-threatening but visible police presence in the area and Barkway 
(as I have reason to know since I am neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinator) is virtually unpoliced. Not unnaturally people are 
alarmed. Once again the question is how much is the local authority 
prepared to spend to guard again 
at the problems that will certainly occur.

I hope these aspects will be considered very carefully indeed by the 
authorities before any decisions which will materially affect the quality 
of life in Barkway are taken.

I have written to the council before (on 16 December 2007) about the 
proposed travellers sites in Barkway and hope you will forgive another 
letter, even though I am sure you will aware of the strong local 
opposition to the proposal.

In December, I expressed mu own concerns on a number of quite 
specific ground:

The most important of them related to the lack of available facilities in
 Barkway - Medical services, post-primary schooling and frequent 
public transport.  As the survey carried out by ORS had indicated, 

3
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these are among the services most urgently wanted by travellers, and 
their absence surely means that Barkway simply fails to meet the 
Governments own criteria for new sites.

Since then of course we have heard from a senior Roma spokesman for
 the Gypsy Council that travellers themselves are well aware of the 
drawbacks of this kind of village from their point of view, and that they 
would oppose measures to locate them here - "cultural suicide" being 
one expression from his statement quoted in the local press.

Of course one understands the pressure on the Council to respond to 
Government initiatives, but I understand that a number of North 
Hertfordshire village have already been taken out of contortion, and I 
do most seriously request that the Council do the same for Barkway.  
Placing sites here would surely be the worst of all possible options for 
policy former's, for local residents and for travellers alike.

It would be immensely reassuring to know that this letter had arrived 
safely - one of my earlier ones went astray - so may I ask if you would 
be so kind as to send me an official acknowledgement?  As you will 
see, I am sending copies to a number of your colleagues, as well as to 
our Member of Parliament.

 Bird08/1255 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing to tell you of my strong objection to the prospect of a 
traveller site in Barkway, Hertfordshire.  I cannot conceive of a more 
inappropriate place in which to put a traveller site than here.  It could 
well have a disastrous effect on the local school on which I served as a 
school governor for many years.  This is no way for you or the Council 
to make such a decision.

As I understand it, you are considering a number of sites for traveller 
pitches based on a consultant's report.  From the information I have 
seen the consultant's recommendations, in so far as they relate to 
Barkway, are fatally flawed.  The village is without the most basic 
amenities that any travelling community would need.  Barkway does 
not have any shops, it does not have any medical facilities, it has an 
extremely poor bus service and it has virtually no jobs to offer.  How 
can this be suitable to host a travelling community?  It is a recipe for a 
disastrous outcome for the village and the travellers.

1
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For many years I was a school governor of Barkway Village School.  I 
continue to have an active local and professional interest in education
 in the area.  It is my strong view that bringing a traveller community 
into such a very small school will effectively end its role as serving the 
local, settled community.  Even a small traveller community will likely 
bring with it a need to educate a transient population of children.  It is 
also true that some if not all of these children will have special needs 
or requirements of one sort or another.  A tiny school such as Barkway 
could not cater for this easily and as a result the local parents will 
consider carefully whether to send their children to the village school 
or to other nearby schools.  Inevitably, Barkway will become a traveller 
school with other parents unfortunately voting with their feet.  This will 
not benefit either the traveller or the local populations.

This will be a direct consequence of any decision to place a traveller 
site in a completely unsuitable area without facilities to meet the 
needs of travellers alongside the needs of the settled community.

My strong belief is that the consultants had not the faintest idea of the 
educational issues involved.  Nor did they look closely at the facilities 
in the area.  It is therefore important that the NHDC - its councillors and
 officers - acts in the interest of its residents and council tax payers and 
rejects the possible sites in Barkway.  No other outcome could be 
sustained on the evidence.

I must ask you to bring my objection to the attention of the relevant 
decision-makers.  This is not nimby-ism; it is important that the people 
making the decisions are aware of the very poor basis of Barkway's 
inclusion in the first place, the strength of feeling locally on the issue 
and the impact their actions could have on a settled and responsible 
community.  The travellers themselves also need a location that could 
sustain their needs in a way which integrates with the local community.

I will be bringing my concerns to the attention of my local councillor 
and MP.

 Collins08/1256 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am aware that a Government policy is the cause of this intrusion and 
consider them to be completely at fault in placing the needs of 
gypsies/travellers over and above the needs of the rest of the 
population.  They have already placed a financial burden on the 

1
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 Collins08/1256 NH72: Land at London 

elected Councils in the region to create this report which is in the 
addition to the support they have to give to the unelected quango 
which is the EERA.  This will eventually reflect on council taxes and I 
would like to know if the travelling community pay taxes of any kind as 
many of them appear to be wealthy.

Travellers have been known to buy land and set up illegal sites, which 
then prove extremely expensive in time and money to remove, 
causing distress to their neighbours for many years.  If these people 
wish to continue with their free and easy lifestyle, often ignoring the 
laws of the land, they should be made to consider the needs of the 
taxpayers whose rights seem to be ignored.  (For a recent example of 
this behaviour in Somerset see The Daily Telegraph of Monday 3rd 
December 2007).

Planners sitting in offices and looking at maps cannot know the 
realities of life in the areas they select.  As sone who has lived in 
Barkway for over 40 years and has seen services decline in that time I 
can say that it is totally unsuitable for a Gypsy/Traveller site.

There are no shops, no doctor, a poor bus service and a small school 
which would be severely disrupted by the presence of travellers' 
children, who could not be given the attention they would need.  It is 
also unlikely that the area could offer work, even if it was wanted.  
Much of the seasonal work they used to do is now being taken by other 
immigrants so why locate travellers in the countryside just because 
they wish it?

While some may be good citizens others make very bad neighbours, 
especially those expelled from Ireland for unlawful behaviour.  Surely 
the outskirts of a town would be more suitable and could be more 
easily policed by real Police when necessary.  This village has a one 
hour visit from a mobile police van twice a month, intermittent patrols 
by the police substitutes and the occasional sight and sound of a 
speeding police car on a road which already carries too much traffic.

I hope these few comments will result in the decision that Barkway is 
NOT a suitable place for a Gypsy/Traveller site.

Since my previous letter of the 16th December 007 I have become 3
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Road, Barkway aware of some other facts which support my view that Barkway is totally
 unsuitable for a Gypsy/Traveller site.
our Member of Parliament, Mr Oliver Heald, has met representatives of
 the travelling community who feel that their needs have not been 
properly considered in the Scott Wilson Report, neither have they been
 fully consulted as to the suitability of many of the proposed site.  The 
possible sites in Barkway do not meet either Government or Traveller's 
criteria of suitability.  In fact, the president of the Gypsy council (in 
existence for almost 38 years) has confirmed this and is very concerned
 that they have not been consulted.
It would be very expensive folly for any local authority to construct a 
site in a village such as Barkway and for it to remain unused by 
travellers. Such a vacant site could become a focal point for 
vandalism, fly tipping etc as it could not be policed.  Such a waste of 
public money would be a further burden on the tax paying voters in 
both rural and national elections.
I would appreciate a confirmation of receipt.
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 Bird08/1258 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing to lodge my strong objection to the prospect of a traveller 
site in Barkway, Hertfordshire.  I cannot conceive of a more 
inappropriate place in which to put a traveller site than here.  I fear 
that Barkway has been identified as a possible site because of its 
position in the most north-eastern part of the county with a very small 
number of inhabitants.  This is no basis for you or the Council to make 
such a decision.

As I understand it, you are considering a number of sites for traveller 
pitches based on a consultant's report.  From the information I have 
seen the consultant's recommendations, in so far as they relate to 
Barkway, are fatally flawed.  The village is without the most basic 
amenities that any travelling community would need.  Barkway does 
not have any shops, it does not have any medical facilities, it has an 
extremely poor bus service, a very small school and it has virtually no 
jobs to offer.  How can this be suitable to host a travelling community? 
 It is a recipe for a disastrous outcome for the village and the travellers.

In my opinion the consultants have ignored the most basic issues to 
which they should have applied their minds.  And to my knowledge 
neither the consultants nor the council have sought the views of the 
village residents.  Unless they were operating to instructions not 
explicit in their terms of reference, they have been negligent in their 
activity.  It is therefore important that the NHDC - its councillors and 
officers - acts in the interest of its residents and council tax payers and 
rejects the possible sites in Barkway.  No other outcome could be 
sustained on the evidence.

I must ask you to bring my objection to the attention of the relevant 
decision-makers.  This is not nimby-ism; it is important that the people 
making the decisions are aware of the very poor basis of Barkway's 
inclusion in the first place, the strength of feeling locally on the issue 
and the impact their actions could have on a settled and responsible 
community and on a travelling community that would find itself in a 
location that could not sustain their needs.

I will be bringing my concerns to the attention of my local councillor 
and MP.

1
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 Heinzelmann08/1259 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I write in support of the many residents of Barkway parish who have 
contacted you on the above matter: as Headteacher of the village 
school, I have specific concerns on the proposals currently being put 
forward.  These are set out below:

Our school has a capacity of 52 pupils (Local Authority figure) of ages 
3, 1/2 to 9 years.  The Governors have for many years set their budget 
with the priority of providing a favourably staff to pupil ratio in order to 
achieve high standards of education and meet the needs of a range of
 children.  There is, therefore, no scope for additional staffing or 
equipment.

Our school has Voluntary Aided status and therefore operates within a 
different formula funding arrangement from Local Authority (LA) 
schools: this impacts on projects relating to the building in particular 
and means that there is little provision for significant adaptations or 
additions to our site, for example, to provide a dedicated area where 
regular support for groups of children can be carried out.

Our site is distant from the LA's centre of support in Hertford and is 
unlikely to be seen as a priority area in the event of the addition of 
Traveller children to the school roll.

Many residents will have written to you to express their specific 
concerns regarding the proposed sites.  I hope that this letter describes 
fully the unsuitability of the search locations within the parish of 
Barkway.

1
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 Hurst08/1260 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing with reference to the traveller site proposed for Barkway 
and wanted to share the following experience with you, which has 
made me very wary and unhappy about the proposal.

On purely logical grounds i feel that a small village like Barkway is not 
an appropriate place for a site, there is no shop, a very small school, 
which is a First school only goes up to year 4. The local GP practice in 
the next village is full and they are not accepting any new patients., 
the bus service is so limited as to be non-existent, and there is little or 
no prospect of local employment. Most local people travel elsewhere 
for work. There are a number of properties very close to the proposed 
sites, who would be considerably inconvenienced and whose 
properties would undoubtedly lose value as a result. Additionally, 
there is a traveller site in bassingbourn, just north of Royston, which is 
already in existence and which would make a sensible site for 
expansion.

Travelling communities have the right to roam and i support this right, 
but with travellers sites in Hatfield and Bassingbourn, both set well 
away from housing, i feel the best option is to expand one of these, 
not set up sites in villages ill equipped to take on a new community 
and without the necessary infrastructure to support them. It makes no 
sense to place these sites in areas where they are likely to create a 
strain on a small community, which cannot sustain this level of growth 
in population.

1
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 Chapman08/1261 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Gypsy and Traveller Search Location in Barkway
I wish to give my views on the above proposal.  As I see it, there are 
not the amenities in Barkway to accommodate Travellers.  I 
understand that Travellers have a route they follow and this does not 
include the Barkway area.  This would mean the large caravans 
coming along a narrow country lane from the A10 at Buckland or 
arriving along the narrow London Road from Puckeridge - not a good 
idea for traffic.

Once in Barkway, the bus service is practically non-existent, they would
 need this to get to any shops (none in Barkway) or the doctors - the 
nearest one in Barley is not taking any more patients, so it would mean
 a visit to Royston or Buntingford (6-7 miles).

The two sites are very close to residential housing and also there is a 
large chicken farm bordering on one site.  I understood that the sites 
should be away from residential sites.

I know the village school has room for a few more children, but only a 
few.  Where would any others have to go?  Would thus clog the roads 
with more vehicles taking children to Royston or Buntingford.

There are plenty of sites in Hertfordshire away from residential sites - 
perhaps these should be looked at.

2

 Hallewell08/1263 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I wish to lodge my objection at the proposed Traveller and Gypsy Sites
 as identified in the background report for Barkway known as NH72 and 
NH73.

This land is currently used as agricultural land and stable facilities and
 any development would have a detrimental affect to the local village 
and its current infrastructure.

Barkway is a historical village with many of its buildings listed and 
contained within a conservation area. The proposed development site 
is visible when entering the village on the B1368 and overseen by 
many existing properties.

To summarise my concerns listed:
Population and Head Count

1
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The current population of Barkway is 600 and to increase to a 
proposed settlement of 51 plus potential additional pitches would be 
an increase of 8% - 10% in local population which is an unacceptable 
level given the current facilities and amenities.

Traffic and Parking
With the village size and heritage in mind few houses have garages 
and parking is mainly on the street. This restricts traffic flow for any 
passing traffic and agricultural vehicles. There have been incidents of 
vehicles already being damaged when parked.

Public Transport
Barkway and surrounding villages are not served well by public 
transport and does not meet the needs of current residents and is non 
existent on Sundays.

Shops
Barkway does not have any shops or retail outlets of any type which in 
itself would create additional traffic in Barkway and surrounding area 
to source produce.

Utilities, Local supplies and Leisure
We regularly experience electrical power cuts leaving the village in 
complete darkness which suggest the infrastructure is not adequate in 
its current condition. Our waste collection is now collected on a 
fortnightly basis which has increased rodent and fox intrusion and any 
future expansion can only add to waste concerns. The nearest leisure 
facility e.g cinema, swimming pool is Cambridge or Stevenage which 
are not easily served by public transport.

Schools
There is only one school in Barkway and no senior school. An 
additional rise by 8-10% in the population would create pressure on 
services.

Doctors and Hospitals
There is only one GP surgery in the next village which is not walking 
distance and not served by public transport. The list has recently been 
closed for a long period of time.
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 Hallewell08/1263 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Street Lights and Markings
The B1368 which identifies NH72 and NH73 is totally unlit from the 
proposed site through to the Puckeridge A10 junction which creates 
hazardous conditions forcing stop/start traffic through the villages and 
any additional increase would further disrupt residents with noise and 
additional pollution. During the periods of snow and ice roads are not 
adequately gritted or cleared. The impact of extra traffic would affect 
this whole road.
The other route to access the A10 would be via Buckland Road and 
again this road has no street lights, rod markings or pavement as this is 
a rural country road. It has to be noted that these roads are used by 
ramblers, families, horse riders and agricultural equipment and any 
development of additional houses or travellers sites would create 
additional hazards and congestion.

I note the Council would prefer not to use compulsory purchase powers
 for these sites and any enforcement of this practise can only  lead to 
resentment from land owners and alienate relationships within local 
communities and there local authorities.

I would further like to lodge my objection to the proposed Gypsy 
Traveller sites as identified by the Scott Wilson report as locations 
NH72 & NH73 due to enclosed supporting evidence presented to the 
District Council on the 29th January 2008 (copy enclosed).

The Scott Wilson report was flawed from the outset due to inaccurate 
description and naming of locations.
The cost of this report was in the region of £40,000 using taxpayers 
funds with no consultation with the Gypsy community or local 
residents.

None of the criteria as decreed by the Deputy Prime Ministers Office is 
met by the proposed sites in Barkway and most importantly do not 
meet the needs as described by the Gypsy Travellers community 
themselves.

With the given inability of Barkway to meet this criteria and clear 
evidence from the Gypsy council that they do not wish to be sited in 
rural locations, I would like to ask for certification as to why proposed 

3
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sites remain under consultation.

 Watson08/1264 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

To accommodate the proposed developments i.e. two travellers' sites 
in Barkway and two in Reed near Barkway, in my opinion, would result 
in putting great pressure on the already lacking facilities in the village 
of Barkway and is not a realistic proposition.

Being a village, it doesn't have the capacity, facilities and policing a 
town can offer.  Below are some of the problems we have:
1. A shortage of places for the children in the small Barkway school.
2. No shops in the village.
3. No doctor surgery (the nearest two and a half miles away has 
already stopped taking on new patients).
4. No station or cab service and real means or transportation.
5. No post office.
6. Very little work, locally.
7. No sports centre.
8. No clubs for recreational activities for children.

This part of Hertfordshire has had no real history of travellers which 
would create new problems both for the residents and travellers which, 
in turn, I feel could result in expensive repercussions.

There are other issues e.g. apparently there are pairs of rare birds 
where the proposed Barkway sites would go and the issue of landscape
 changes where bathroom facilities would have to be built.

The last attempt to create a travellers' toilet building a few miles north 
and a couple of years ago in Meldreth apparently resulted in the 
building being trashed and left useless along with rubbish and a junk 
yard when the site was vacated.  Finally, the travellers themselves may
 prefer to live in an area which has had history and experience of their 
lifestyles.  I wonder if they have actually been approached and asked 
the question.

1
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Barker

Barker

08/1266

08/1266

NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I write again with strong objections, great concern, that no decision has
 yet been made re the proposed travellers sites in Barkway, particularly 
as the Gypsy Council is not in favour that no interest direct in a site 
with so small amount of amenities available in the village.
I would very much that when NHDC planning committee, make a 
decision on this matter that, Common Sense will prevail and see that 
Barkway in not a suitable village for this Purpose.

PS I request a receipt of this letter.

I am writing with very serious concerns as to the appropriateness of the 
village of Barkway as a location for the proposed traveller's site.

Barkway is a residential commuter village with the majority of housing 
located along the main High Street.

I believe that planning within this green belt area has been very 
difficult and therefore cannot see how special concessions can be 
made for this type of development as opposed to an affordable 
housing scheme for example which would benefit the village and 
build the community.

Other than a very small village school, there are no other facilities to 
offer such as a doctor's surgery, shop or regular bus service.

I believe there must be better serviced locations in which to provide 
the facilities required that are much more appropriate, but I feel 
strongly that Barkway is not the place.

I would be grateful if you would take into account my views when 
considering the decision of the exact location for the proposed sites as 
I am sure many others share my opinion.

3

1
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 Lovell-Payne08/1268 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing with concern about the potential Traveller sites that are 
being considered for our village.  I understand there are certain criteria
 for the sites selection and I don't think our village meets this.

The first point I would raise is the site being close to doctors, our 
nearest doctors is in the next village, not on a bus route and is also not
 taking any more patients at present.  It took me 12 months to be able 
to register.  The nearest surgery would be Royston approx. 5 miles 
away and again no regular bus service.  There are no surgeries at 
weekends and the nearest hospitals are Cambridge and Stevenage, 
again not easy to get to.

Next point is the village school, which is full, and any extra children 
would put considerably strain on the teaching staff and children, as 
travellers are what it says travellers and always moving about.

Next point village shop, no shop in our village you would need to go 
to Barley, again no bus and about 1 hour's walk, or Royston or 
Buntingford none of which a bus goes to regularly.

Both potential sites are also close to a large chicken farm, which has a 
powerful odour most of the time, even more so in summer.

Barkway is not on a regular traveller route so why choose a place 
where the travellers may not even want to use?�
Lastly Barkway is an ancient settlement, in a rural conservation area, 
which contains a large proportion of historic and listed structures.  It is 
situated within a gently rolling landscape of open fields and ancient 
woodland.  It has no retail or medical facilities in the village and an 
irregular bus service to these facilities.  For these reasons I would 
suggest to you that Barkway is an inappropriate choice for any such 
development.

1



255

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

 Bridgeman08/1269 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

We have received information that the above mentioned site is being 
proposed for Barkway.
Although we live in Anstey, which is the next village to Barkway, we 
must write to object to this site. 
Whilst not wishing to deny the Gypsy or Travellers the opportunities to 
roam the countryside, we ask the question why located them in the 
middle of one of the rural areas of countryside in the UK.

As you must be aware, Barkway and the surround villages, do not have 
the infrastructure that towns have. 

We have limited availability in our schools whereby they cannot take 
on anymore children. There will be no employment for these people 
as any vacancies go to village people - vacancies are few and far 
between.

There are properties close to the located sites and people who live 
there have bought their properties in that position so they can enjoy 
the peace and quiet of having no neighbours.

The wildlife would also be affected, wild orchids grow on that site, 
there are ground nesting birds. We have Kestrels, Sparrow hawks and 
also Red Kites flying - what will happen to all this type of wildlife. It is 
a traversity if these animals are frightened off and have their ground 
taken away from them. There are badgers sets in the area and quite a 
few hares, which we understand are now protected.

This is Green Belt area  - what right has any governing body got to 
take this away from us. We all live in the area because we have chosen
 to be there and do not wish for this type of environment to be taken 
away from us.

We hope common sense prevails and the points mentioned above are 
taken into consideration.

1

 Marshall08/1270 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Barkway Locations of Search Nos NH72, NH73

My contention is that there is no demand for any further gypsy pitches 
in North Herts district.  What I am about to say is done so without 

1
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prejudice to that argument.

The two locations identified by Scott Webster are totally unsuitable for 
 gypsy site.  They do not meet the conditions set out in the Policy 
Criteria.

The locations are 2.8 miles (4.5k) from the nearest shop.
The locations are a similar distance from a doctor's surgery.  The 
Barley surgery is not taking any further patients and to force them to do
 so would discriminate against local residents.
There is a bus stop nearby but the service provided (no 42) but this is 
very limited.  The principal service to and from Barkway (no 331) 
operates from a bus stop to the north end of the village which is a mile
 away from the identified location.
The school is within walking distance; nevertheless it is 0.54k from the 
location.  Village schools always have a full complement of local 
pupils.  Barkway is no exception and the introduction of gypsy children 
would be at the detriment of local children.  The unruly behaviour of 
these children requires one to one attention by teaching staff.  There is
 evidence that this would drag down standards resulting in parents 
withdrawing their children and eventual closure.  Small village schools
 do not have the capacity to absorb gypsy children and maintain the 
high standards achieved.
All the village schools are "first" schools and only take children up to 
the age of nine.
The school at Barkway is not a community school; it is an Anglican 
Voluntary Aided school, not suitable for Catholics.
After the inevitable reduction in local children attending a school with 
traveller children, have NHDC consulted with HCC in regard to 
providing additional funding to keep the school open when it is only 
half full, all the teachers and staff have left and the Governing Body 
has resigned.
There are houses close to the two search locations.  The criteria states 
that this should be avoided.
There is a large chicken farm alongside one location with the 
associated odour.
Most importantly there is no local work available in this part of rural 
Hertfordshire.  Barkway is set in agricultural farmland and it is stated 
that no people from the gypsy fraternity take work on the land, see FAQ
 question 2.
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The sewerage works is situated at a higher level than the search 
location therefore a pumping station would have to be constructed to 
service the site.
Both locations are rich in wild life, flora and fauna would be 
threatened by the placement of a gypsy camp.

 Payne08/1271 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I must write to you concerning the possibility of Travellers sites being 
located in Barkway.  I feel both sites are totally unsuitable for the 
following reasons:
1. Not on a traditional travellers' route so if it was built would it be 
used?
2. Not on a regular bus route.  Would a traveller use a bus?
3. Nearest doctors is Barley, it took my new wife over 12 months to 
register with the surgery.
4. The village is too small to cope with a number of permanent or 
temporary families.
5. Both sites are adjacent to a large chicken farm, the smell from which
 at best is unpleasant at worst putrid.  Would travellers live with this 
odour?
6. Both sites are home to a variety of wildlife including a herd of deer.
7. The village has many old people who would be frightened to leave 
their homes.
I feel there must be many sites more suitable.

1

 Sleath08/1272 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Scott Wilson consultants report regarding possible travellers' site in 
Barkway
I write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement 
of a travellers' site in Barkway.  As a resident of the village I find it 
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the 
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally 
inappropriate proposal.

I appreciate the need for such sites to be established in areas that can 
absorb such projects and that can fully meet the criteria.  However after
 carefully reading of the report and criteria for site selection I find 
myself more and more astonished at the proposal to place a site in the
 village of Barkway.

The village has not facilities that would be of benefit to such a site.  

1
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For example:
1. the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no continuous 
foot paths between the villages
2. the nearest surgery is also in Barley.  This is already over-stretched 
and no longer taking new patients
3. the nearest hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge both of which 
are a great distance away
4. public transport servicing the village is irregular with no service on 
some days of the week
5. the local school is small.  There are no public highways in place 
between the proposed site and the school site.
6. traffic in the village is already reaching dangerous levels and a 
serious accident is likely if the levels are forced to rise due to such a 
site

In summary I am struggling to understand why the placing of a site in 
Barkway could in any way meet the needs of the travelling community 
with such a limited support infrastructure and to my knowledge no 
strong links to any traditional travellers' routes.  It is totally 
inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere without the
 necessary facilities being available and without due consideration 
being given to the impact that it will create on such a small 
community with already limited resources.

I recently moved to Barkway and am devastated that the small, village 
community that I chose to join could be destroyed by the introduction 
of a travellers' site within it.  I chose to move to the area for a peaceful 
rural life and as a safe environment in which to bring up my family.  
We paid a premium, both in house price and council taxes to live in 
such an area and are already experiencing financial implications, with
 the downturn of house prices in the area.

I was also under the impression that all sites would be under review in 
January 08 - so why have 2 sites already been removed from the list?  
Surely Ashwell has far greater facilities to support such a site than a 
small rural village such as Barkway.  Has the criteria changed in some 
way?

Please be kind enough to reconsider your proposal and remove 
Barkway from the list of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are 
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clearly available and more appropriate.

 Du Boulay08/1273 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I am writing to you and to the unrepresentative, irrelevant and otiose 
EERa to lodge objections to two proposed sites for gypsies and so 
called travellers in this neighbourhood.
1. There is no necessary and indeed it does harm the remote bodies 
like NHDC and EERA to attempt to select and then impose such sites. 
Such sites should be chosen as they always used to be and still could 
be, by local landowners, working with their Parish Councils. The only 
useful role the District and County Councils might play is to provide a 
consultant coordinator.

2. Sites must bear a close relation to the gypsies need to go there and 
to what they would do there. I have been here 50 years and remember
 when they used to come for specific jobs - pea picking extra help with 
haysel and harvest, potatoes, roots etc... They were welcome and 
regular sites were easily arranged direct between them and farmers.

3. What do they come for now and do when here? There are no local 
jobs going that they seem willing or able to do.

4. With the declining of purely agricultural profits, our local economy 
depends more and more on tourism and hence on amenities. 
Travellers in my experience damage amenities and would depress 
further our depressed rural economy ( except when they come by 
agreement with local farmers).

5. Such an addition to the local population would put unacceptable 
further pressure on local facilities e.g medical, nearest centre - barley, 
miles away already refusing patients: Water look at water table, rubbish
 removal etc etc..

For the above and many other potent reasons, please take note of the 
very strongest objections to your proposals.

1
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  08/1274 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

We have lived in Barkway since 1969 and been very involved in 
village life, with the Church, the school, the Parish Council and many 
voluntary organisations.

We have read a copy of the 'Background to the Scott Wilston Northern 
& Eastern Hertfordshire Gypsy & Traveller Site Scoping Report' and 
would draw your attention particularly to para 5.4 regarding 
requirements for potential Gypsy & Traveller sites and accessibility of 
services.  

The centre of Barkway is a Conservation Village.
There are no shops or medical facilities
One Public House situated very close to the proposed sites.
An infrequent bus service to Royston.

We therefore consider Barkway to be a totally unsuitable village for 
any Gypsy or Traveller site.

2

 Sleath08/1275 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Scott Wilson consultants report regarding possible travellers' site in 
Barkway
I write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement 
of a travellers' site in Barkway.  As a resident of the village I find it 
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the 
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally 
inappropriate proposal.

I appreciate the need for such sites to be established in areas that can 
absorb such projects and that can fully meet the criteria.  However after
 carefully reading of the report and criteria for site selection I find 
myself more and more astonished at the proposal to place a site in the
 village of Barkway.

The village has not facilities that would be of benefit to such a site.  
For example:
1. the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no continuous 
foot paths between the villages
2. the nearest surgery is also in Barley.  This is already over-stretched 
and no longer taking new patients
3. the nearest hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge both of which 
are a great distance away

1
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4. public transport servicing the village is irregular with no service on 
some days of the week
5. the local school is small.  There are no public highways in place 
between the proposed site and the school site.
6. traffic in the village is already reaching dangerous levels and a 
serious accident is likely if the levels are forced to rise due to such a 
site

In summary I am struggling to understand why the placing of a site in 
Barkway could in any way meet the needs of the travelling community 
with such a limited support infrastructure and to my knowledge no 
strong links to any traditional travellers' routes.  It is totally 
inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere without the
 necessary facilities being available and without due consideration 
being given to the impact that it will create on such a small 
community with already limited resources.

I recently moved to Barkway and am devastated that the small, village 
community that I chose to join could be destroyed by the introduction 
of a travellers' site within it.  I chose to move to the area for a peaceful 
rural life and as a safe environment in which to bring up my family.  
We paid a premium, both in house price and council taxes to live in 
such an area and are already experiencing financial implications, with
 the downturn of house prices in the area.

I was also under the impression that all sites would be under review in 
January 08 - so why have 2 sites already been removed from the list?  
Surely Ashwell has far greater facilities to support such a site than a 
small rural village such as Barkway.  Has the criteria changed in some 
way?

Please be kind enough to reconsider your proposal and remove 
Barkway from the list of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are 
clearly available and more appropriate.

 Foster08/1276 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

i am writing to outline my objections to the proposal of developing a 
travellers site in Barkway.

The main reasons i am opposed to this are:
1. The perception, often met by reality of the increase in crime in 

1
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areas where a travellers site is situated and the resulting unease of 
local residents, particularly the old and those living on their own.
2. The lack of services such as shops and regular transport facilities in 
the village to cater for additional residents would lead to increased car
 (or longer vehicles) use, adding to the existing traffic problems in the 
village and causing additional pollution and road noise.
3. The lack of capacity at the local GP surgery in Barley. There is 
already an issue when trying to get an appointment within a 
reasonable timeframe. which i assume is why the surgery is closed to 
new patients. There are therefore no medical facilities with easy reach 
for travellers who may only be in the village for a relatively short stay.
4. The capacity at the local school and the potential problems this 
could cause. I have a daughter due to start in September 2008 and I 
like many others have moved to the village to be within walking 
distance f the school. if the school is put under threat and a car journey
 is necessary then this again leads to environmental damage.
5. The drop in house prices as Barkway would be seen as undesirable, 
many residents have large mortgages and/or have invested heavily in 
property in the village as an expensive area, any percentage drop in 
value is high value.
6. The community living in the village is relatively small and as such, 
reasonably strong. it would be a shame to upset the atmosphere by the
 introduction of a changing population.
7. The beauty of Barkway is that the majority of the properties are of 
historic interest with many being listed, attracting visitors throughout 
the warmer months just to admire the street scene. This would be 
destroyed with the introduction of a traveller site.

Considering that the East of England Development Agency;'s priority 
for the region is for sustainable communities, placing the burden of a 
travellers site on this small community seems a backwards step. if one 
looks at the Excellence framework that has recently been introduced 
for new building and other projects, the proposal of a travellers site in 
Barkway fails all sections of the framework.
Governance - building a cohesive community with a sense of control 
over their environment. This proposal directly opposes people having 
pride in their community, being responsible for the place and valuing 
its distinctive character.
Transport and connectivity - Transport facilities  including public 
transport that help people travel within and between communities and 
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reduce dependence on cars - the proposal will lead to an increase of 
traffic locally, both from the increase in the number of families in the 
village and people visiting them. There is also with limited public 
transport availability.

Services - the top level statement is well served- with public, private, 
community and voluntary services that are appropriate to people's 
needs and accessible to all - Barkway has no services top speak of - 
limited spaces in the local school, no shop, limited service at eh GP in
 the next village.
Environment - the top level statement of environmentally sensitive - 
providing places for people to live that are considerate of the 
environment - the sites proposed will be detrimental to the local 
environment in many ways already described.
Equity: the statement Respect the rights and aspirations of others (both
 neighbouring communities and across the wider world) also to be 
sustainable. Placing a site in a community such as Barkway denies 
travellers this right. An y decision  to place a site at Barkway ignores 
the statement" Have due regard for the needs of future generations in 
current decisions and actions" by potentially making the village an 
undesirable place to live and causing people future generations to 
leave.

Economy - A strong business community with links into thew wider 
economy - Barkway supports a large number of small businesses's 
operating from home and 2 local garages, one which would be 
possibly threatened with a travellers site due to the perceived negative
 image and impact on crime.

Housing and the built environment - this proposal in my opinion fails 
on two parts - sends of place - a place with a positive feeling for 
people and local distinctiveness and buildings and public spaces 
which promote health and are designed to reduce crime and make 
people feel safe.

Social and Cultural - Projects should promote a sense of community 
identity and belonging introducing a large proportion of changing 
population will reduce the sense of community and belonging over 
time and may disregard low levels of crime, drugs and antisocial 
behaviour.
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I conclude with reiterating that Barkway is wholly unsuitable for such a 
development and that enforcing a traveller site on the area would 
damage the sense of community, the overall impression of the village,
 the environment and the local economy, would threaten the limited 
services and have a negative impact on the lives of many families 
through falling property prices as well as not providing adequate 
services for the travelling community.

 Sizer08/1277 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I write to express my concern at proposals by North Herts District 
Council in considering Barkway village as a possible location for a 
traveller site.

I, like many in the village who attended a packed village hall meeting 
recently wish to object in the strongest terms that this village is even 
being considered for such a site, given the criteria outlined that 
evening.  The village and immediate surrounding area, simply doesn't
 have the facilities to cope with the needs of such a site.  We have no 
shop or post office and the nearest doctor's surgery, in Barley is over 
subscribed and cannot take any further patients.

The local school is a small one and the facts of the matter are, that a 
sudden influx of traveller children will have the inevitable effect that 
many parents will take their children away and local people will send 
their children to other schools, forcing the closure of what is and has 
long been, a superb primary school with excellent standards.

Like the school, Barkway just isn't big enough to absorb a large 
injection of people and I would have the same concerns should a 
large housing estate be built in the village.  Traffic through the High 
Street is already a concern and extra residents on this scale will only 
add to the problem.  Locating a traveller site here or in any small 
village with limited facilities should not be a serious option and 
suitable sites should be sought in towns or cities that already have an 
infrastructure to cope with a sudden increase in population, with 
effective resources to meet those needs.

People in rural areas choose that way of life and work hard to maintain
 its existence, paying a high premium for it.  Travellers make the 

1
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choice they do, but can't and should not expect local councils to house
 them in such areas as they perhaps couldn't obtain through the 
normal channels.  I would like a house in Mayfair or Chelsea but 
couldn't contemplate living there because I simply couldn't afford it.  
Like many others, I have to cut my cloth accordingly.  I have worked 
hard to afford a house for my family in this village.  I wasn't offered it 
on a plate and certainly wouldn't expect special treatment to get one 
because of my choice of lifestyle!

I make no judgement on travellers, but locating a site in this village 
will devastate the community overnight and destroy the confidence of 
its residents, particularly its high percentage of elderly people.  I 
understand sites need to be found, but please let common sense 
prevail and locate it in a more urban environment that can cope with 
its needs properly.

Thank you for reading this letter and I hope it convinces you and your 
colleagues that Barkway is not a suitable site.

 Cliff08/1278 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Having studied the Scott Wilson Report on the Gypsy & Traveller sites 
and the criteria laid down for such sites.  The two sites situated in 
Barkway to not meet this criteria at all and must register my feelings 
regarding this matter.

I just cannot understand how these two sites were selected and wish to 
register my objection.

1

 

 

Young

Young

08/1279

08/1279

NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway
NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

 

Gypsy & Travellers Accommodation Study

I wish to reiterate the points made in my letter 5th Dec 2007 regarding 
the above.
(copy enclosed)
According to the local newspapers, not only are the sites in Barkway 
objected by the residents, the gyps's and travellers themselves are 
objecting.  They do not wish to be located in Barkway.
Why then, is the NHDC wasting public money in pursuing same?  It is a
 dereliction of your duty and a total waste of everybody's time.

4
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 Harding08/1281 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

Gypsy and Traveller search location in Barkway

I write regarding the above proposed sites for the travellers, whilst not 
wishing to deny the travellers and gypsies their rights to roam the 
countryside, I do wonder why Barkway is suggested for a number of 
reasons:
There is a definite lack of amenities we have no shops - the closest 
being 2.5 miles away in Barley
No doctor surgery - the nearest already over-stretched,
a limited bus service,
a small village school,
no employment opportunities and properties close to the considered 
sites.

Also to take into consideration: the close by chicken farm.  Proximity of
 footpaths, flora and fauna - wildlife (threatened along with protected 
species).  The sites are beyond green belt and outside the settlement 
area.

1
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 Bradford08/1282 NH72: Land at London 
Road, Barkway

I understand that two sites in the village of Barkway North Hertfordshire 
have been identified as potential accommodation sites for gypsies and
 travellers.

I cannot understand how these sites are deemed as suitable as 
Barkway is not on any traditional Travellers' route and I wonder if 
anyone has bothered to ask the Travellers where they would like 
additional sites to be placed or existing sites to be expanded.

Barkway also does not begin to meet the basic requirements listed in 
the Recommended Policy Criteria document.  The nearest shop and 
medical facilities (whose books are closed to new patients) are 
approximately three miles away.  This is served by an irregular bus 
services that is not available on Sundays.  The nearest hospital is 
either in Cambridge or Stevenage.  The local school is small and 
would find it difficult to accommodate Travellers' children for 
presumably intermittent periods.  If any of the children require 
specialised teaching or individual tuition then this could impact on the
 children currently attending the school.  If parents became dissatisfied
 with the standard of teaching then they might consider withdrawing 
their children and this could ultimately close the school.

The site is also adjacent to a chicken farm and the periodic strong 
odours that surround the area.

I feel these points are enough to remove these sites from the Local 
Development Plan as they are totally unsuitable.

1




