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Rep ID

08/1400

05/0079

Repno. Representor
1SSQ/06/C 8

4

23

Codicote Parish
Council

Greening

Herts &
Middlesex
Wildlife Trust

Agent

Document section
Question 9

Sites - Gypsies and
Travellers

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Thank you for forwarding Codicote Parish Council a summary of the
Scott Wilson report, we have now had an opportunity to read the full
report on your website. However the Parish Council were disappointed
to learn, via the Press, and not personally via NHDC, that Codicote
had been highlighted as a potential location for a gypsy and traveller
site. We believe very strongly that you should have briefed the Parish
Council prior to the residents reading the press reports.

As you will appreciate Codicote already has a licensed site and
therefore believe it to be unreasonable to even consider having an
additional site. We understand that the owner of Mansells Farm,
Mansells Lane, Codicote has received correspondence from you, with
both he and the parish council found to be very distressing, confirming
that part of his land may have a compulsory purchase order placed on
it. Codicote Parish Council strongly urge that you remove this order as
soon as possible.

Residents of Codicote have made representations to the Parish
Council as they are extremely concerned that NHDC are even
considering Codicote as a possible location.

We look forward to hearing from you

| am angered to learn that the organisation which drew up the
recommendations for the proposed sites never consulted the Gypsy
Council, and | am writing now to enquire if the District council now
proposes to do so?

This survey was ill-conceived and badly carried out. Rural
communities are not the places for such sites. The travellers don't
think so. The rural communities don't think so.

Wildlife Site adjacent to south of proposed site is 15/002 (Biggin
Moor), one of the few remaining boulder clay marshes. This site may
be negatively impacted by such a development and mitigation
measures should be considered to prevent impacts.
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Rep ID
07/0339

07/0384

07/1313

Repno. Representor

14

110

1

Billing

Anglian Water
Services Ltd

Martin

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Many of these sites would be too visually prominent, or too isolated
from the needs of travellers' families, as recently presented to Cabinet
(29 January meeting) ¢, in particular for shops and services. However,
we believe that the Pirton site would be suitable, and the Whitwell site
may be, although it may come within an extended Green Belt. As
major villages, these should satisfy many of the needs expressed by
travellers.

Sewerage Treatment Works
Foul Sewerage Network
Surface Water Networks
Thames Water

N/A

N/A

It has come to my attention that you are looking for suitable sites to put
gypsy encampments and that Barkway is being considered, these are
my opinions on the matters. Firstly the planners or surveyors referred to
Barkways as a town. Barkway is a village with approximately 250
houses. Barkway has just one small infant school, which to my
knowledge is full. The nearest doctors is about 3-4 miles away in
Barley and are not taking anymore patients because it is also full. The
next doctors is in Royston 5.5 miles away, which | understand is also
struggling to cope with demand. Public transport is very scant and
there is none on Sunday. The nearest post office and mini
supermarket is in Barley 3-4 miles away. Gypsy-Travellers also seem to
have a route they like to follow, this does not, to my knowledge
include Barkway. Barkway is a very old village in a rural conservation
area there is nothing going on to amuse children and without public
transport little chance of them getting to anywhere that may have
something going on. There is also the question of the capability of

the existing sewer and drainage systems in the village. And the strong
odours adjacent to the sights your planners have in mind, probably
due to the chicken farm next to it. Your planners could not have been
to the possible sites to see for themselves the suitability of them, one
of them has a 1 in 9 gradient hill.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
08/1246 1 Bentley NH72: Land at London I am writing with regard to the proposal to site two gypsy sites in
Road, Barkway Barkway. May | ask what if anything do these communities bring to a

small village like Barkway. Do they pay Council Tax? We have no
shops, no Doctors surgery and a small school, have we anything to
offer them? What impact would these sites have on Barkway, more
crime, more rubbish, at what financial cost to everyone in the local
area. As my daughter said you can find sites and money for gypsy's
what about her finding an affordable home in the Village. Barkway
doesn't need or want these sites just ask the people of Cottenham
Cambs what its like living with the gypsy community. Then there is the
impact on the local wildlife the site in London Road is home to owls,
deer and many wild flowers including Bee Orchids. The site in
Buckland Road has already been turned down for residential use so
can you please explain how it could now be used as a gypsy site.
People come to live in Barkway for a better quality of life especially for
their youngsters. | don't think anyone will get that with gypsy's on their
doorstep. The residents will fight these proposals most vigorously.

| am writing to you for a second time re: the proposed travellers' sites in
Barkway. Please don't spoil our village just because you've got to put
these sites somewhere. We are very proud of our village. | am
especially as my family have lived here for many years. Six

generations of my family have been to the school. Which is an

excellent school. I'm afraid if travellers children attend standards would
soon drop in teaching & the parental support which is excellent at the
moment . We've been told that these sites need to be close to local
services. Barkway has no shops the Doctor is 2/3 miles away. The Buses
which run are over a mile away at the top end of the village. | thought
councils were short of money so can | ask who is paying for this. And
why was Barkway chosen as we don't meet the criteria. Or is it a case of
NHDC not wanting them to close to Letchworth. | would also like to
know why Ashwell & Reed are dropped from the list. Is it a case of not
what you know but who? If you could answer my questions | would be
most grateful.

08/1247 1 Ward NH72: Land at London | am writing to object to the proposal of Barkway as a suitable traveller
Road, Barkway sit. It is astonishing that Barkway could have been listed as a suitable

location. | have doubts that the consultants have actually visited this
village at all - in the literature it actually refers to Barkway as a town. It
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments

struggles to be classed as a village, there are hardly any facilities here
at all, just one pub and one garage.

In the document Recommended Policy Criteria under the section
headed site conditions it is stipulated there should be no odour
pollution. Another sign that the consultants have never been to
Barkway , if they had they would have known that our air is not odour
free. There are two chicken farms and they emit a stench all year
round such that we cannot open our windows most days. They failed to
do any homework on this point.

The section Accessibility of Services states that there must be local
services, there aren't any in Barkway. The doctor surgery and a shop we
have to go to barley which is 3 miles away and there are no buses.

The Doctors list is closed to new patients, so that would, mean going to
Royston or Buntingford. Nearest dentist is Royston, 5 miles away and
there are no NHS dentists taking on new patients.

As for public transport the research is lacking too. Barkway has a very
limited bus service, you certainly could not rely on it for a regular
journeys. At best it goes to Royston on market days, Wednesday and
Saturday. Royston is the nearest train station.

Barkway school is very small and only caters for children to year 4. It is
currently run in two classes an influx of children would cause chaos as
there are simply no facilities for extra children. The school could not
cope with a massive increase in numbers.

Another point of note is that Barkway is not on a route traditionally
taken by travellers. Why provide them with somewhere to go if they
don't want to go there?

Your problem is that have allowed masses of building around the
towns of North Herts that are on traditional routes and these are now
surrounded by green belt areas that you cannot ear mark for traveller
sites. These towns have the services required, plenty of them and they
are in areas that travellers wish to travel through. So now you want to
ruin Barkway. This is a linear village and back building is not permitted
but you seem to be able to disregard this rule and plonk what you like
in arable fields being farmed. residents that have lived here for more
than thirty years and own land behind the building line cannot get
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
permission to develop it but you people can do what you like it seems.
Rumour has it that Ashwell and reed have managed to get off the list
for possible selection as they have people living there that have pulled
some strings. Well how can this be possible/ Your selection process
isn't fair is it? | want to know if this is true, yes or no.

08/1248 1 Wiltshire NH72: Land at London | am recently retired and a complete newcomer to the area, and am
Road, Barkway baffled and bewildered by literature through my door concerning the

dilemma of where to accommodate Gypsy / Travellers in North Herts. |
would never have thought that such a beautiful and tranquil protected
area as Barkway could ever in the logical world be considered as a
potential site. The fact that Barkway has been elected as a possible
site has shocked me and leads me to beg the question "has common
sense been abandoned by the local Council?"

From the travellers' point of view | would have thought this village is
also entirely unsuitable for dwellings since it has no amenities at alll,

no Post Office and no GP surgery nearby.

| am also informed that if there were such a site here, property prices
would fall considerably.

Please register my strong disapproval at such a scheme.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
08/1249 1 Luxmoore NH72: Land at London I am recently retired and a complete newcomer to the area, and am
Road, Barkway baffled and bewildered by literature through my door concerning the

dilemma of where to accommodate Gypsy / Travellers in North Herts. |
would never have thought that such a beautiful and tranquil protected
area as Barkway could ever in the logical world be considered as a
potential site. The fact that Barkway has been elected as a possible
site has shocked me and leads me to beg the question "has common
sense been abandoned by the local Council?"

From the travellers' point of view | would have thought this village is
also entirely unsuitable for dwellings since it has no amenities at alll,

no Post Office and no GP surgery nearby.

| am also informed that if there were such a site here, property prices
would fall considerably.

Please register my strong disapproval at such a scheme.
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Rep ID
08/1251

Repno. Representor

1

Logan

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to express my strongest objection to the proposed allocation of
Travellers' Sites in Barkway, Hertfordshire, shown as site references
NH72, 73 and 117 on the enclosed map.

These sites fails to meet the criteria for site selection in the following
regard:

1. The village has no retail or medical facilities and an irregular bus
service to such facilities.

2. The nearest medical facilities accepting new patients is in Royston,
over five miles away and not on a regular bus rote. Additionally the
Royston surgeries are not open at weekends, the nearest hospitals
being in Cambridge and Stevenage with virtually no bus services to
either of these.

3. Barkway is not on a traditional traveller route.

4. Sites NH72 and NH73 are adjacent to a chicken farm which emits
strong odours.

5. The existing infrastructure may not be able to accommodate the
additional loads imposed by these sites.

6. There are established homes and businesses close to the proposed
sites.

7. Planning permission has previously been rejected on several
occasions on sites adjacent to NH72 and 73 and | see no reason why it
should be allowed in this instance.

8. The itinerant nature of travellers' lifestyles would place intermittent
and unpredictable additional demands on our village school. | fear
this impact will be unimaginable from the staffing and curriculum of
the school and may affect teaching standards and frustrate the
children's current good progress.

I would also question the basis on which the East of England Regional
Assembly (EERA) has come to apparently two separate conclusions of
3 or 15 pitches being required as a result of their "public* consultation
which | must advise you did not include myself. | also question
whether the EERA has the moral authority to make these decisions as
they are a totally unelected and undemocratic body. | was under the
impression we have fought and are fighting wars to protect democracy!
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section
08/1252 2 Turney NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1252 4 Turney NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1254 1 Greening NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
I would object most strongly to a travellers site being located in
Barkway.

Among the recommended policy criteria is accessibility of services.
There are no shops in Barkway. There is only a small primary school.
There is no doctor. Public transport is limited to an inconvenient and
irregular bus services. Barkway is not on any traditional travellers'
routes.

In short Barkway would be a most inappropriate choice for a Travellers'
site.

| understand that two sites in Barkway remain in the local Development
Framework Plan which is in public consultation until 18th March 2008.

| object to sites being created in Barkway. They don't meet the criteria

set out by the Government for suitable sites.

There are no shops in Barkway

there is only a small primary school

There is no doctor

Public transport is limited to irregular limited bus services.

Moreover, Barkway is not on a traditional travellers route and the sites

do not meet thecriterial set out by the Gypsy/Travellers Community.

The Gypsy Council, which | understand should have been consulted,

has indicated in writing that sites such as these would be unsuitable.

I would be grateful if you would confirm receipt of this letter.

As you are no doubt aware, there is considerable public concern about
the suggestion that Barkway may be the location selected for an as yet
unspecified number of pitches for travellers. | would like if i may to
add my comments to those you are likely to have received already.

As | understand the Government's proposals they require local
authorities to identify appropriate sites for the travelling community. |
believe that Barkway fails to meet this requirement on a number of
grounds.

1. We are several miles from the nearest surgery, which is any case has
not been accepting new patients for some years. (I have never been
able to register there, despite having lived in Barkway since 1975).

2. Our school is an excellent one, keenly supported by local parents,
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08/1254

Repno. Representor

3

Greening

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

but it is small and does not have the resources that are necessary to
cope with the special needs of the children of travellers whose
education is often disrupted by relocation. Even two or three transient
pupils would pace strain on the schools ability to cope. Are the
authorities prepared to invest in the extra staff and facilities that would
be needed.

3. One of the principal reasons for travellers dissatisfaction with
existing sites (see recent ORS Survey) is the lack of public transport.
Barkway is particularly poorly served in this regard, with an infrequent
service to neighbouring facilities like surgeries, pharmacies, shops and
hospitals.

4. It is unfortunately a fact (verifiable by consulting the police service
and communities where such sites have been located) that issues of
public order invariably arise. These range from environmental threats
like littering and the abandoning of vehicles, to petty (and sometimes
not so petty) crime. Probably the only way to deal with this is to have a
non-threatening but visible police presence in the area and Barkway
(as | have reason to know since | am neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator) is virtually unpoliced. Not unnaturally people are
alarmed. Once again the question is how much is the local authority
prepared to spend to guard again

at the problems that will certainly occur.

| hope these aspects will be considered very carefully indeed by the
authorities before any decisions which will materially affect the quality
of life in Barkway are taken.

I have written to the council before (on 16 December 2007) about the
proposed travellers sites in Barkway and hope you will forgive another
letter, even though | am sure you will aware of the strong local
opposition to the proposal.

In December, | expressed mu own concerns on a number of quite
specific ground:

The most important of them related to the lack of available facilities in
Barkway - Medical services, post-primary schooling and frequent
public transport. As the survey carried out by ORS had indicated,
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Rep ID

08/1255

Repno. Representor

1

Bird

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

these are among the services most urgently wanted by travellers, and
their absence surely means that Barkway simply fails to meet the
Governments own criteria for new sites.

Since then of course we have heard from a senior Roma spokesman for
the Gypsy Council that travellers themselves are well aware of the
drawbacks of this kind of village from their point of view, and that they
would oppose measures to locate them here - "cultural suicide" being
one expression from his statement quoted in the local press.

Of course one understands the pressure on the Council to respond to
Government initiatives, but | understand that a number of North
Hertfordshire village have already been taken out of contortion, and |
do most seriously request that the Council do the same for Barkway.
Placing sites here would surely be the worst of all possible options for
policy former's, for local residents and for travellers alike.

It would be immensely reassuring to know that this letter had arrived
safely - one of my earlier ones went astray - so may | ask if you would
be so kind as to send me an official acknowledgement? As you will
see, | am sending copies to a number of your colleagues, as well as to
our Member of Parliament.

| am writing to tell you of my strong objection to the prospect of a
traveller site in Barkway, Hertfordshire. | cannot conceive of a more
inappropriate place in which to put a traveller site than here. It could
well have a disastrous effect on the local school on which | served as a
school governor for many years. This is no way for you or the Council
to make such a decision.

As | understand it, you are considering a number of sites for traveller
pitches based on a consultant's report. From the information | have
seen the consultant's recommendations, in so far as they relate to
Barkway, are fatally flawed. The village is without the most basic
amenities that any travelling community would need. Barkway does
not have any shops, it does not have any medical facilities, it has an
extremely poor bus service and it has virtually no jobs to offer. How
can this be suitable to host a travelling community? It is a recipe for a
disastrous outcome for the village and the travellers.
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Rep ID

08/1256

Repno. Representor

1

Collins

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

For many years | was a school governor of Barkway Village School. |
continue to have an active local and professional interest in education
in the area. It is my strong view that bringing a traveller community
into such a very small school will effectively end its role as serving the
local, settled community. Even a small traveller community will likely
bring with it a need to educate a transient population of children. It is
also true that some if not all of these children will have special needs
or requirements of one sort or another. A tiny school such as Barkway
could not cater for this easily and as a result the local parents will
consider carefully whether to send their children to the village school
or to other nearby schools. Inevitably, Barkway will become a traveller
school with other parents unfortunately voting with their feet. This will
not benefit either the traveller or the local populations.

This will be a direct consequence of any decision to place a traveller
site in a completely unsuitable area without facilities to meet the
needs of travellers alongside the needs of the settled community.

My strong belief is that the consultants had not the faintest idea of the
educational issues involved. Nor did they look closely at the facilities
in the area. It is therefore important that the NHDC - its councillors and
officers - acts in the interest of its residents and council tax payers and
rejects the possible sites in Barkway. No other outcome could be
sustained on the evidence.

I must ask you to bring my objection to the attention of the relevant
decision-makers. This is not nimby-ism; it is important that the people
making the decisions are aware of the very poor basis of Barkway's
inclusion in the first place, the strength of feeling locally on the issue
and the impact their actions could have on a settled and responsible
community. The travellers themselves also need a location that could
sustain their needs in a way which integrates with the local community.

I will be bringing my concerns to the attention of my local councillor
and MP.

| am aware that a Government policy is the cause of this intrusion and
consider them to be completely at fault in placing the needs of
gypsiesl/travellers over and above the needs of the rest of the
population. They have already placed a financial burden on the
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08/1256

Repno. Representor

3

Collins

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London

Comments

elected Councils in the region to create this report which is in the
addition to the support they have to give to the unelected quango
which is the EERA. This will eventually reflect on council taxes and |
would like to know if the travelling community pay taxes of any kind as
many of them appear to be wealthy.

Travellers have been known to buy land and set up illegal sites, which
then prove extremely expensive in time and money to remove,
causing distress to their neighbours for many years. If these people
wish to continue with their free and easy lifestyle, often ignoring the
laws of the land, they should be made to consider the needs of the
taxpayers whose rights seem to be ignored. (For a recent example of
this behaviour in Somerset see The Daily Telegraph of Monday 3rd
December 2007).

Planners sitting in offices and looking at maps cannot know the
realities of life in the areas they select. As sone who has lived in
Barkway for over 40 years and has seen services decline in that time |
can say that it is totally unsuitable for a Gypsy/Traveller site.

There are no shops, no doctor, a poor bus service and a small school
which would be severely disrupted by the presence of travellers'
children, who could not be given the attention they would need. It is
also unlikely that the area could offer work, even if it was wanted.

Much of the seasonal work they used to do is how being taken by other
immigrants so why locate travellers in the countryside just because
they wish it?

While some may be good citizens others make very bad neighbours,
especially those expelled from Ireland for unlawful behaviour. Surely
the outskirts of a town would be more suitable and could be more

easily policed by real Police when necessary. This village has a one
hour visit from a mobile police van twice a month, intermittent patrols
by the police substitutes and the occasional sight and sound of a

speeding police car on a road which already carries too much traffic.

I hope these few comments will result in the decision that Barkway is
NOT a suitable place for a Gypsy/Traveller site.

Since my previous letter of the 16th December 007 | have become
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section
Road, Barkway

Comments

aware of some other facts which support my view that Barkway is totally
unsuitable for a Gypsy/Traveller site.

our Member of Parliament, Mr Oliver Heald, has met representatives of
the travelling community who feel that their needs have not been
properly considered in the Scott Wilson Report, neither have they been
fully consulted as to the suitability of many of the proposed site. The
possible sites in Barkway do not meet either Government or Traveller's
criteria of suitability. In fact, the president of the Gypsy council (in
existence for almost 38 years) has confirmed this and is very concerned
that they have not been consulted.

It would be very expensive folly for any local authority to construct a
site in a village such as Barkway and for it to remain unused by
travellers. Such a vacant site could become a focal point for

vandalism, fly tipping etc as it could not be policed. Such a waste of
public money would be a further burden on the tax paying voters in

both rural and national elections.

| would appreciate a confirmation of receipt.
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Rep ID
08/1258

Repno. Representor

1

Bird

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing to lodge my strong objection to the prospect of a traveller
site in Barkway, Hertfordshire. | cannot conceive of a more
inappropriate place in which to put a traveller site than here. | fear
that Barkway has been identified as a possible site because of its
position in the most north-eastern part of the county with a very small
number of inhabitants. This is no basis for you or the Council to make
such a decision.

As | understand it, you are considering a number of sites for traveller
pitches based on a consultant's report. From the information | have
seen the consultant's recommendations, in so far as they relate to
Barkway, are fatally flawed. The village is without the most basic
amenities that any travelling community would need. Barkway does
not have any shops, it does not have any medical facilities, it has an
extremely poor bus service, a very small school and it has virtually no
jobs to offer. How can this be suitable to host a travelling community?
It is a recipe for a disastrous outcome for the village and the travellers.

In my opinion the consultants have ignored the most basic issues to
which they should have applied their minds. And to my knowledge
neither the consultants nor the council have sought the views of the
village residents. Unless they were operating to instructions not
explicit in their terms of reference, they have been negligent in their
activity. It is therefore important that the NHDC - its councillors and
officers - acts in the interest of its residents and council tax payers and
rejects the possible sites in Barkway. No other outcome could be
sustained on the evidence.

I must ask you to bring my objection to the attention of the relevant
decision-makers. This is not nimby-ism; it is important that the people
making the decisions are aware of the very poor basis of Barkway's
inclusion in the first place, the strength of feeling locally on the issue
and the impact their actions could have on a settled and responsible
community and on a travelling community that would find itself in a
location that could not sustain their needs.

I will be bringing my concerns to the attention of my local councillor
and MP.
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Rep ID
08/1259

Repno. Representor

1

Heinzelmann

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write in support of the many residents of Barkway parish who have
contacted you on the above matter: as Headteacher of the village
school, | have specific concerns on the proposals currently being put
forward. These are set out below:

Our school has a capacity of 52 pupils (Local Authority figure) of ages
3, 1/2 to 9 years. The Governors have for many years set their budget
with the priority of providing a favourably staff to pupil ratio in order to
achieve high standards of education and meet the needs of a range of
children. There is, therefore, no scope for additional staffing or
equipment.

Our school has Voluntary Aided status and therefore operates within a
different formula funding arrangement from Local Authority (LA)
schools: this impacts on projects relating to the building in particular
and means that there is little provision for significant adaptations or
additions to our site, for example, to provide a dedicated area where
regular support for groups of children can be carried out.

Our site is distant from the LA's centre of support in Hertford and is
unlikely to be seen as a priority area in the event of the addition of
Traveller children to the school roll.

Many residents will have written to you to express their specific
concerns regarding the proposed sites. | hope that this letter describes
fully the unsuitability of the search locations within the parish of
Barkway.
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Rep ID
08/1260

Repno. Representor

1

Hurst

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing with reference to the traveller site proposed for Barkway
and wanted to share the following experience with you, which has
made me very wary and unhappy about the proposal.

On purely logical grounds i feel that a small village like Barkway is not
an appropriate place for a site, there is no shop, a very small school,
which is a First school only goes up to year 4. The local GP practice in
the next village is full and they are not accepting any new patients.,
the bus service is so limited as to be non-existent, and there is little or
no prospect of local employment. Most local people travel elsewhere
for work. There are a number of properties very close to the proposed
sites, who would be considerably inconvenienced and whose
properties would undoubtedly lose value as a result. Additionally,
there is a traveller site in bassingbourn, just north of Royston, which is
already in existence and which would make a sensible site for
expansion.

Travelling communities have the right to roam and i support this right,
but with travellers sites in Hatfield and Bassingbourn, both set well
away from housing, i feel the best option is to expand one of these,
not set up sites in villages ill equipped to take on a new community
and without the necessary infrastructure to support them. It makes no
sense to place these sites in areas where they are likely to create a
strain on a small community, which cannot sustain this level of growth
in population.
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Rep ID
08/1261

08/1263

Repno. Representor

2

1

Chapman

Hallewell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Gypsy and Traveller Search Location in Barkway

| wish to give my views on the above proposal. As | see it, there are
not the amenities in Barkway to accommodate Travellers. |
understand that Travellers have a route they follow and this does not
include the Barkway area. This would mean the large caravans
coming along a narrow country lane from the A10 at Buckland or
arriving along the narrow London Road from Puckeridge - not a good
idea for traffic.

Once in Barkway, the bus service is practically non-existent, they would
need this to get to any shops (none in Barkway) or the doctors - the
nearest one in Barley is not taking any more patients, so it would mean
a visit to Royston or Buntingford (6-7 miles).

The two sites are very close to residential housing and also there is a
large chicken farm bordering on one site. | understood that the sites
should be away from residential sites.

I know the village school has room for a few more children, but only a
few. Where would any others have to go? Would thus clog the roads
with more vehicles taking children to Royston or Buntingford.

There are plenty of sites in Hertfordshire away from residential sites -
perhaps these should be looked at.

| wish to lodge my objection at the proposed Traveller and Gypsy Sites
as identified in the background report for Barkway known as NH72 and
NH73.

This land is currently used as agricultural land and stable facilities and
any development would have a detrimental affect to the local village
and its current infrastructure.

Barkway is a historical village with many of its buildings listed and
contained within a conservation area. The proposed development site
is visible when entering the village on the B1368 and overseen by
many existing properties.

To summarise my concerns listed:
Population and Head Count
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The current population of Barkway is 600 and to increase to a
proposed settlement of 51 plus potential additional pitches would be
an increase of 8% - 10% in local population which is an unacceptable
level given the current facilities and amenities.

Traffic and Parking

With the village size and heritage in mind few houses have garages
and parking is mainly on the street. This restricts traffic flow for any
passing traffic and agricultural vehicles. There have been incidents of
vehicles already being damaged when parked.

Public Transport

Barkway and surrounding villages are not served well by public
transport and does not meet the needs of current residents and is non
existent on Sundays.

Shops

Barkway does not have any shops or retail outlets of any type which in
itself would create additional traffic in Barkway and surrounding area
to source produce.

Utilities, Local supplies and Leisure

We regularly experience electrical power cuts leaving the village in
complete darkness which suggest the infrastructure is not adequate in
its current condition. Our waste collection is now collected on a
fortnightly basis which has increased rodent and fox intrusion and any
future expansion can only add to waste concerns. The nearest leisure
facility e.g cinema, swimming pool is Cambridge or Stevenage which
are not easily served by public transport.

Schools

There is only one school in Barkway and no senior school. An
additional rise by 8-10% in the population would create pressure on
services.

Doctors and Hospitals

There is only one GP surgery in the next village which is not walking
distance and not served by public transport. The list has recently been
closed for a long period of time.
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Street Lights and Markings

The B1368 which identifies NH72 and NH73 is totally unlit from the
proposed site through to the Puckeridge A10 junction which creates
hazardous conditions forcing stop/start traffic through the villages and
any additional increase would further disrupt residents with noise and
additional pollution. During the periods of snow and ice roads are not
adequately gritted or cleared. The impact of extra traffic would affect
this whole road.

The other route to access the A10 would be via Buckland Road and
again this road has no street lights, rod markings or pavement as this is
a rural country road. It has to be noted that these roads are used by
ramblers, families, horse riders and agricultural equipment and any
development of additional houses or travellers sites would create
additional hazards and congestion.

| note the Council would prefer not to use compulsory purchase powers
for these sites and any enforcement of this practise can only lead to
resentment from land owners and alienate relationships within local
communities and there local authorities.

| would further like to lodge my objection to the proposed Gypsy
Traveller sites as identified by the Scott Wilson report as locations
NH72 & NH73 due to enclosed supporting evidence presented to the
District Council on the 29th January 2008 (copy enclosed).

The Scott Wilson report was flawed from the outset due to inaccurate
description and naming of locations.

The cost of this report was in the region of £40,000 using taxpayers
funds with no consultation with the Gypsy community or local
residents.

None of the criteria as decreed by the Deputy Prime Ministers Office is
met by the proposed sites in Barkway and most importantly do not
meet the needs as described by the Gypsy Travellers community
themselves.

With the given inability of Barkway to meet this criteria and clear
evidence from the Gypsy council that they do not wish to be sited in
rural locations, | would like to ask for certification as to why proposed
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sites remain under consultation.

To accommodate the proposed developments i.e. two travellers' sites
in Barkway and two in Reed near Barkway, in my opinion, would result
in putting great pressure on the already lacking facilities in the village

of Barkway and is not a realistic proposition.

Being a village, it doesn't have the capacity, facilities and policing a
town can offer. Below are some of the problems we have:

1. A shortage of places for the children in the small Barkway school.
2. No shops in the village.

3. No doctor surgery (the nearest two and a half miles away has
already stopped taking on new patients).

4. No station or cab service and real means or transportation.

5. No post office.

6. Very little work, locally.

7. No sports centre.

8. No clubs for recreational activities for children.

This part of Hertfordshire has had no real history of travellers which
would create new problems both for the residents and travellers which,
in turn, | feel could result in expensive repercussions.

There are other issues e.g. apparently there are pairs of rare birds
where the proposed Barkway sites would go and the issue of landscape
changes where bathroom facilities would have to be built.

The last attempt to create a travellers' toilet building a few miles north
and a couple of years ago in Meldreth apparently resulted in the
building being trashed and left useless along with rubbish and a junk
yard when the site was vacated. Finally, the travellers themselves may
prefer to live in an area which has had history and experience of their
lifestyles. | wonder if they have actually been approached and asked
the question.
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Comments

| write again with strong objections, great concern, that no decision has
yet been made re the proposed travellers sites in Barkway, particularly
as the Gypsy Council is not in favour that no interest direct in a site
with so small amount of amenities available in the village.

I would very much that when NHDC planning committee, make a
decision on this matter that, Common Sense will prevail and see that
Barkway in not a suitable village for this Purpose.

PS | request a receipt of this letter.

| am writing with very serious concerns as to the appropriateness of the
village of Barkway as a location for the proposed traveller's site.

Barkway is a residential commuter village with the majority of housing
located along the main High Street.

| believe that planning within this green belt area has been very
difficult and therefore cannot see how special concessions can be
made for this type of development as opposed to an affordable
housing scheme for example which would benefit the village and
build the community.

Other than a very small village school, there are no other facilities to
offer such as a doctor's surgery, shop or regular bus service.

| believe there must be better serviced locations in which to provide
the facilities required that are much more appropriate, but | feel
strongly that Barkway is not the place.

I would be grateful if you would take into account my views when
considering the decision of the exact location for the proposed sites as
| am sure many others share my opinion.
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I am writing with concern about the potential Traveller sites that are
being considered for our village. | understand there are certain criteria
for the sites selection and | don't think our village meets this.

The first point | would raise is the site being close to doctors, our
nearest doctors is in the next village, not on a bus route and is also not
taking any more patients at present. It took me 12 months to be able
to register. The nearest surgery would be Royston approx. 5 miles
away and again no regular bus service. There are no surgeries at
weekends and the nearest hospitals are Cambridge and Stevenage,
again not easy to get to.

Next point is the village school, which is full, and any extra children
would put considerably strain on the teaching staff and children, as
travellers are what it says travellers and always moving about.

Next point village shop, no shop in our village you would need to go
to Barley, again no bus and about 1 hour's walk, or Royston or
Buntingford none of which a bus goes to regularly.

Both potential sites are also close to a large chicken farm, which has a
powerful odour most of the time, even more so in summer.

Barkway is not on a regular traveller route so why choose a place
where the travellers may not even want to use?

Lastly Barkway is an ancient settlement, in a rural conservation area,
which contains a large proportion of historic and listed structures. It is
situated within a gently rolling landscape of open fields and ancient
woodland. It has no retail or medical facilities in the village and an
irregular bus service to these facilities. For these reasons | would
suggest to you that Barkway is an inappropriate choice for any such
development.



255

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID
08/1269

08/1270

Repno. Representor

1

1

Bridgeman

Marshall

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We have received information that the above mentioned site is being
proposed for Barkway.

Although we live in Anstey, which is the next village to Barkway, we
must write to object to this site.

Whilst not wishing to deny the Gypsy or Travellers the opportunities to
roam the countryside, we ask the question why located them in the
middle of one of the rural areas of countryside in the UK.

As you must be aware, Barkway and the surround villages, do not have
the infrastructure that towns have.

We have limited availability in our schools whereby they cannot take
on anymore children. There will be no employment for these people
as any vacancies go to village people - vacancies are few and far
between.

There are properties close to the located sites and people who live
there have bought their properties in that position so they can enjoy
the peace and quiet of having no neighbours.

The wildlife would also be affected, wild orchids grow on that site,
there are ground nesting birds. We have Kestrels, Sparrow hawks and
also Red Kites flying - what will happen to all this type of wildlife. It is
a traversity if these animals are frightened off and have their ground
taken away from them. There are badgers sets in the area and quite a
few hares, which we understand are now protected.

This is Green Belt area - what right has any governing body got to

take this away from us. We all live in the area because we have chosen
to be there and do not wish for this type of environment to be taken
away from us.

We hope common sense prevails and the points mentioned above are
taken into consideration.

Barkway Locations of Search Nos NH72, NH73

My contention is that there is no demand for any further gypsy pitches
in North Herts district. What | am about to say is done so without
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prejudice to that argument.

The two locations identified by Scott Webster are totally unsuitable for
gypsy site. They do not meet the conditions set out in the Policy
Criteria.

The locations are 2.8 miles (4.5k) from the nearest shop.

The locations are a similar distance from a doctor's surgery. The
Barley surgery is not taking any further patients and to force them to do
so would discriminate against local residents.

There is a bus stop nearby but the service provided (no 42) but this is
very limited. The principal service to and from Barkway (no 331)
operates from a bus stop to the north end of the village which is a mile
away from the identified location.

The school is within walking distance; nevertheless it is 0.54k from the
location. Village schools always have a full complement of local
pupils. Barkway is no exception and the introduction of gypsy children
would be at the detriment of local children. The unruly behaviour of
these children requires one to one attention by teaching staff. There is
evidence that this would drag down standards resulting in parents
withdrawing their children and eventual closure. Small village schools
do not have the capacity to absorb gypsy children and maintain the
high standards achieved.

All the village schools are "first" schools and only take children up to
the age of nine.

The school at Barkway is not a community school; it is an Anglican
Voluntary Aided school, not suitable for Catholics.

After the inevitable reduction in local children attending a school with
traveller children, have NHDC consulted with HCC in regard to
providing additional funding to keep the school open when it is only
half full, all the teachers and staff have left and the Governing Body
has resigned.

There are houses close to the two search locations. The criteria states
that this should be avoided.

There is a large chicken farm alongside one location with the
associated odour.

Most importantly there is no local work available in this part of rural
Hertfordshire. Barkway is set in agricultural farmland and it is stated
that no people from the gypsy fraternity take work on the land, see FAQ
guestion 2.
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The sewerage works is situated at a higher level than the search
location therefore a pumping station would have to be constructed to
service the site.

Both locations are rich in wild life, flora and fauna would be
threatened by the placement of a gypsy camp.

I must write to you concerning the possibility of Travellers sites being

located in Barkway. | feel both sites are totally unsuitable for the

following reasons:

1. Not on a traditional travellers' route so if it was built would it be

used?

2. Not on a regular bus route. Would a traveller use a bus?

3. Nearest doctors is Barley, it took my new wife over 12 months to

register with the surgery.

4. The village is too small to cope with a number of permanent or

temporary families.

5. Both sites are adjacent to a large chicken farm, the smell from which
at best is unpleasant at worst putrid. Would travellers live with this

odour?

6. Both sites are home to a variety of wildlife including a herd of deer.

7. The village has many old people who would be frightened to leave

their homes.

| feel there must be many sites more suitable.

Scott Wilson consultants report regarding possible travellers' site in
Barkway

| write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement
of a travellers' site in Barkway. As a resident of the village | find it
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally
inappropriate proposal.

| appreciate the need for such sites to be established in areas that can
absorb such projects and that can fully meet the criteria. However after
carefully reading of the report and criteria for site selection | find
myself more and more astonished at the proposal to place a site in the
village of Barkway.

The village has not facilities that would be of benefit to such a site.
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For example:

1. the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no continuous
foot paths between the villages

2. the nearest surgery is also in Barley. This is already over-stretched
and no longer taking new patients

3. the nearest hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge both of which
are a great distance away

4. public transport servicing the village is irregular with no service on
some days of the week

5. the local school is small. There are no public highways in place
between the proposed site and the school site.

6. traffic in the village is already reaching dangerous levels and a
serious accident is likely if the levels are forced to rise due to such a
site

In summary | am struggling to understand why the placing of a site in
Barkway could in any way meet the needs of the travelling community
with such a limited support infrastructure and to my knowledge no
strong links to any traditional travellers' routes. It is totally
inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere without the
necessary facilities being available and without due consideration
being given to the impact that it will create on such a small

community with already limited resources.

| recently moved to Barkway and am devastated that the small, village
community that | chose to join could be destroyed by the introduction
of a travellers' site within it. | chose to move to the area for a peaceful
rural life and as a safe environment in which to bring up my family.
We paid a premium, both in house price and council taxes to live in
such an area and are already experiencing financial implications, with
the downturn of house prices in the area.

| was also under the impression that all sites would be under review in
January 08 - so why have 2 sites already been removed from the list?
Surely Ashwell has far greater facilities to support such a site than a
small rural village such as Barkway. Has the criteria changed in some
way?

Please be kind enough to reconsider your proposal and remove
Barkway from the list of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are
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clearly available and more appropriate.

I am writing to you and to the unrepresentative, irrelevant and otiose
EERa to lodge objections to two proposed sites for gypsies and so
called travellers in this neighbourhood.

1. There is no necessary and indeed it does harm the remote bodies
like NHDC and EERA to attempt to select and then impose such sites.
Such sites should be chosen as they always used to be and still could
be, by local landowners, working with their Parish Councils. The only
useful role the District and County Councils might play is to provide a
consultant coordinator.

2. Sites must bear a close relation to the gypsies need to go there and
to what they would do there. | have been here 50 years and remember
when they used to come for specific jobs - pea picking extra help with
haysel and harvest, potatoes, roots etc... They were welcome and
regular sites were easily arranged direct between them and farmers.

3. What do they come for now and do when here? There are no local
jobs going that they seem willing or able to do.

4. With the declining of purely agricultural profits, our local economy
depends more and more on tourism and hence on amenities.
Travellers in my experience damage amenities and would depress
further our depressed rural economy ( except when they come by
agreement with local farmers).

5. Such an addition to the local population would put unacceptable
further pressure on local facilities e.g medical, nearest centre - barley,
miles away already refusing patients: Water look at water table, rubbish
removal etc etc..

For the above and many other potent reasons, please take note of the
very strongest objections to your proposals.
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We have lived in Barkway since 1969 and been very involved in
village life, with the Church, the school, the Parish Council and many
voluntary organisations.

We have read a copy of the 'Background to the Scott Wilston Northern
& Eastern Hertfordshire Gypsy & Traveller Site Scoping Report' and
would draw your attention particularly to para 5.4 regarding
requirements for potential Gypsy & Traveller sites and accessibility of
services.

The centre of Barkway is a Conservation Village.

There are no shops or medical facilities

One Public House situated very close to the proposed sites.
An infrequent bus service to Royston.

We therefore consider Barkway to be a totally unsuitable village for
any Gypsy or Traveller site.

Scott Wilson consultants report regarding possible travellers' site in
Barkway

| write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement
of a travellers' site in Barkway. As a resident of the village | find it
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally
inappropriate proposal.

| appreciate the need for such sites to be established in areas that can
absorb such projects and that can fully meet the criteria. However after
carefully reading of the report and criteria for site selection I find
myself more and more astonished at the proposal to place a site in the
village of Barkway.

The village has not facilities that would be of benefit to such a site.
For example:

1. the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no continuous
foot paths between the villages

2. the nearest surgery is also in Barley. This is already over-stretched
and no longer taking new patients

3. the nearest hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge both of which
are a great distance away



261

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID

08/1276

Repno. Representor

1

Foster

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

4. public transport servicing the village is irregular with no service on
some days of the week

5. the local school is small. There are no public highways in place
between the proposed site and the school site.

6. traffic in the village is already reaching dangerous levels and a
serious accident is likely if the levels are forced to rise due to such a
site

In summary | am struggling to understand why the placing of a site in
Barkway could in any way meet the needs of the travelling community
with such a limited support infrastructure and to my knowledge no
strong links to any traditional travellers' routes. It is totally
inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere without the
necessary facilities being available and without due consideration
being given to the impact that it will create on such a small

community with already limited resources.

| recently moved to Barkway and am devastated that the small, village
community that | chose to join could be destroyed by the introduction
of a travellers' site within it. | chose to move to the area for a peaceful
rural life and as a safe environment in which to bring up my family.
We paid a premium, both in house price and council taxes to live in
such an area and are already experiencing financial implications, with
the downturn of house prices in the area.

| was also under the impression that all sites would be under review in
January 08 - so why have 2 sites already been removed from the list?
Surely Ashwell has far greater facilities to support such a site than a
small rural village such as Barkway. Has the criteria changed in some
way?

Please be kind enough to reconsider your proposal and remove
Barkway from the list of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are
clearly available and more appropriate.

i am writing to outline my objections to the proposal of developing a
travellers site in Barkway.

The main reasons i am opposed to this are:
1. The perception, often met by reality of the increase in crime in
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areas where a travellers site is situated and the resulting unease of
local residents, particularly the old and those living on their own.

2. The lack of services such as shops and regular transport facilities in
the village to cater for additional residents would lead to increased car
(or longer vehicles) use, adding to the existing traffic problems in the

village and causing additional pollution and road noise.

3. The lack of capacity at the local GP surgery in Barley. There is
already an issue when trying to get an appointment within a
reasonable timeframe. which i assume is why the surgery is closed to
new patients. There are therefore no medical facilities with easy reach
for travellers who may only be in the village for a relatively short stay.
4. The capacity at the local school and the potential problems this
could cause. | have a daughter due to start in September 2008 and |
like many others have moved to the village to be within walking
distance f the school. if the school is put under threat and a car journey
is necessary then this again leads to environmental damage.

5. The drop in house prices as Barkway would be seen as undesirable,
many residents have large mortgages and/or have invested heavily in
property in the village as an expensive area, any percentage drop in
value is high value.

6. The community living in the village is relatively small and as such,
reasonably strong. it would be a shame to upset the atmosphere by the
introduction of a changing population.

7. The beauty of Barkway is that the majority of the properties are of
historic interest with many being listed, attracting visitors throughout
the warmer months just to admire the street scene. This would be
destroyed with the introduction of a traveller site.

Considering that the East of England Development Agency;'s priority
for the region is for sustainable communities, placing the burden of a
travellers site on this small community seems a backwards step. if one
looks at the Excellence framework that has recently been introduced
for new building and other projects, the proposal of a travellers site in
Barkway fails all sections of the framework.

Governance - building a cohesive community with a sense of control
over their environment. This proposal directly opposes people having
pride in their community, being responsible for the place and valuing
its distinctive character.

Transport and connectivity - Transport facilities including public
transport that help people travel within and between communities and
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reduce dependence on cars - the proposal will lead to an increase of
traffic locally, both from the increase in the number of families in the
village and people visiting them. There is also with limited public
transport availability.

Services - the top level statement is well served- with public, private,
community and voluntary services that are appropriate to people's
needs and accessible to all - Barkway has no services top speak of -
limited spaces in the local school, no shop, limited service at eh GP in
the next village.

Environment - the top level statement of environmentally sensitive -
providing places for people to live that are considerate of the
environment - the sites proposed will be detrimental to the local
environment in many ways already described.

Equity: the statement Respect the rights and aspirations of others (both
neighbouring communities and across the wider world) also to be
sustainable. Placing a site in a community such as Barkway denies
travellers this right. An y decision to place a site at Barkway ignores
the statement" Have due regard for the needs of future generations in
current decisions and actions" by potentially making the village an
undesirable place to live and causing people future generations to
leave.

Economy - A strong business community with links into thew wider
economy - Barkway supports a large number of small businesses's
operating from home and 2 local garages, one which would be
possibly threatened with a travellers site due to the perceived negative
image and impact on crime.

Housing and the built environment - this proposal in my opinion fails
on two parts - sends of place - a place with a positive feeling for
people and local distinctiveness and buildings and public spaces
which promote health and are designed to reduce crime and make
people feel safe.

Social and Cultural - Projects should promote a sense of community
identity and belonging introducing a large proportion of changing
population will reduce the sense of community and belonging over
time and may disregard low levels of crime, drugs and antisocial
behaviour.
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I conclude with reiterating that Barkway is wholly unsuitable for such a
development and that enforcing a traveller site on the area would
damage the sense of community, the overall impression of the village,
the environment and the local economy, would threaten the limited
services and have a negative impact on the lives of many families
through falling property prices as well as not providing adequate
services for the travelling community.

| write to express my concern at proposals by North Herts District
Council in considering Barkway village as a possible location for a
traveller site.

I, like many in the village who attended a packed village hall meeting
recently wish to object in the strongest terms that this village is even
being considered for such a site, given the criteria outlined that
evening. The village and immediate surrounding area, simply doesn't
have the facilities to cope with the needs of such a site. We have no
shop or post office and the nearest doctor's surgery, in Barley is over
subscribed and cannot take any further patients.

The local school is a small one and the facts of the matter are, that a
sudden influx of traveller children will have the inevitable effect that
many parents will take their children away and local people will send
their children to other schools, forcing the closure of what is and has
long been, a superb primary school with excellent standards.

Like the school, Barkway just isn't big enough to absorb a large
injection of people and | would have the same concerns should a
large housing estate be built in the village. Traffic through the High
Street is already a concern and extra residents on this scale will only
add to the problem. Locating a traveller site here or in any small
village with limited facilities should not be a serious option and
suitable sites should be sought in towns or cities that already have an
infrastructure to cope with a sudden increase in population, with
effective resources to meet those needs.

People in rural areas choose that way of life and work hard to maintain
its existence, paying a high premium for it. Travellers make the
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choice they do, but can't and should not expect local councils to house
them in such areas as they perhaps couldn't obtain through the
normal channels. | would like a house in Mayfair or Chelsea but
couldn't contemplate living there because | simply couldn't afford it.
Like many others, | have to cut my cloth accordingly. | have worked
hard to afford a house for my family in this village. | wasn't offered it
on a plate and certainly wouldn't expect special treatment to get one
because of my choice of lifestyle!

| make no judgement on travellers, but locating a site in this village
will devastate the community overnight and destroy the confidence of
its residents, particularly its high percentage of elderly people. |
understand sites need to be found, but please let common sense
prevail and locate it in a more urban environment that can cope with
its needs properly.

Thank you for reading this letter and | hope it convinces you and your
colleagues that Barkway is not a suitable site.

Having studied the Scott Wilson Report on the Gypsy & Traveller sites
and the criteria laid down for such sites. The two sites situated in
Barkway to not meet this criteria at all and must register my feelings
regarding this matter.

| just cannot understand how these two sites were selected and wish to
register my objection.

Gypsy & Travellers Accommodation Study

I wish to reiterate the points made in my letter 5th Dec 2007 regarding
the above.

(copy enclosed)

According to the local newspapers, not only are the sites in Barkway
objected by the residents, the gyps's and travellers themselves are
objecting. They do not wish to be located in Barkway.

Why then, is the NHDC wasting public money in pursuing same? lItis a
dereliction of your duty and a total waste of everybody's time.
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Rep ID
08/1281

Repno. Representor

1

Harding

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
Gypsy and Traveller search location in Barkway

| write regarding the above proposed sites for the travellers, whilst not
wishing to deny the travellers and gypsies their rights to roam the
countryside, | do wonder why Barkway is suggested for a number of
reasons:

There is a definite lack of amenities we have no shops - the closest
being 2.5 miles away in Barley

No doctor surgery - the nearest already over-stretched,

a limited bus service,

a small village school,

no employment opportunities and properties close to the considered
sites.

Also to take into consideration: the close by chicken farm. Proximity of
footpaths, flora and fauna - wildlife (threatened along with protected
species). The sites are beyond green belt and outside the settlement
area.
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Rep ID
08/1282

Repno. Representor

1

Bradford

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I understand that two sites in the village of Barkway North Hertfordshire
have been identified as potential accommodation sites for gypsies and
travellers.

| cannot understand how these sites are deemed as suitable as
Barkway is not on any traditional Travellers' route and | wonder if
anyone has bothered to ask the Travellers where they would like
additional sites to be placed or existing sites to be expanded.

Barkway also does not begin to meet the basic requirements listed in
the Recommended Policy Criteria document. The nearest shop and
medical facilities (whose books are closed to new patients) are
approximately three miles away. This is served by an irregular bus
services that is not available on Sundays. The nearest hospital is
either in Cambridge or Stevenage. The local school is small and
would find it difficult to accommodate Travellers' children for
presumably intermittent periods. If any of the children require
specialised teaching or individual tuition then this could impact on the
children currently attending the school. If parents became dissatisfied
with the standard of teaching then they might consider withdrawing
their children and this could ultimately close the school.

The site is also adjacent to a chicken farm and the periodic strong
odours that surround the area.

| feel these points are enough to remove these sites from the Local
Development Plan as they are totally unsuitable.
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Rep ID
08/1282

08/1283

Repno. Representor

3

1

Bradford

Witchell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to oppose the above proposal as both a local resident, but more
specifically as a concerned Governor of the village school. As a
Governor at Barkway village school, | have specific concerns on the
proposals currently being put forward. These are as follows:

* The school has a capacity of 52 pupils of ages 3, 1/2 to 9 years. The
Governors have for many years set their budget with the priority of
providing a favourably staff to pupil ratio in order to achieve high
standards of education and meet the needs of a range of children.
There is, therefore, no scope for additional staffing or equipment.

* Our school has Voluntary Aided status and therefore operates within
a different formula funding arrangement from Local Authority (LA)
schools: this impacts on projects relating to the building in particular
and means that there is little provision for significant adaptations or
additions to our site, for example, to provide a dedicated area where
regular support for groups of children can be carried out.

* Our site is distant from the LA's centre of support in Hertford and is
unlikely to be seen as a priority area in the event of the addition of
Traveller children to the school roll.

Other residents will have written to you to express their specific
concerns regarding the proposed sites. | hope that this letter describes
fully the unsuitability if the proposed Locations within the parish of
Barkway, in particular relating to the adverse affect this would have on
our school.

We write to urge you to ensure that Barkway is removed from the list of
potential sites for locating the travellers. To our mind a suitable site
needs to be reasonably near to local facilities, including a medical
centre and shop. Barkway has neither of these and, for this reason
alone, is unsuitable.

We wish to emphasise that to proceed with plans for a site without
these facilities is simply going to generate more problems than it tries
to solve. We appreciate that an appropriate site needs to be found,
but ask that you ensure that these simple criteria are met, when making
the decision.
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Rep ID
08/1284

Repno. Representor

1

Streater

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I cannot believe that NHDC are proposing to build/create a site in
Barkway for Travellers.

My reasons are, the areas in Barkway are adjacent to a very smelly
(sometimes) chicken farm which frequently pollutes the village. To put
people so close is totally irresponsible and unhygienic. Nobody
should have to live as close, especially children.

In Barkway, everybody has to have cars to do anything as there are no
services whatsoever necessary for daily living, shops, surgery or a bus
service that enables us to shop efficiently. My husband and | have to
go to the Puckeridge Health Centre as although we have been here 12
years, were unable to get into the Barley Surgery which was over
subscribed. You must be aware of the hell that Meldreth and
Melbourn suffered from the Travellers' site that South Cambs provided
for them. All well laid out with individual units including specially

built facilities. These were stripped of anything saleable, destroying
the site, burglaries | am told 81 over a short time, and young travellers
shooting air pistols at those passing by.

Friends of ours who farm 1 field away from the site had tractors stolen,
visible on the travellers' site, but police unprepared to risk going in.
Cars were stolen, drive into their fields and fired causing much
damage, yet still nobody able to do anything about it!

Do you really want to inflict this sort of thing on a tiny village in a
conservation area with no essential facilities, when what you are
looking for is somewhere where a shop, medical facilities, bus route
and access to main travellers' routes. Somehow | think you are not
reading or aware of your own criteria.

We strongly object on all those points as for the proposed site in Reed,
what a wonderful view for all to see on the top of the hill! | wonder
what would happen if the owner of the land were to ask to put a
campsite there for holiday makers with their caravans!
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Rep ID
08/1285

08/1286

Repno. Representor

1

2

Foster

Lovett

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London

Comments
| am writing to outline my objection to the proposal of developing a
travellers site in Barkway.

The main reasons i am opposing to this are:

1. The perception, often met by reality of the increase in crime in
areas where a travellers site is situated and the resulting unease of
local residents, particularly the old and those living on their own.

2. The lack of local shops.

3. Irregular and limited public transport facilities in the village causing
new residents to rely on car sue and adding to environmental damage.
4. The lack of capacity at the local GP surgery in Barley.

5. The lack of capacity at the local school and the fact that a travelling
population would lead to fluctuating pupil numbers, additional

burden on the staff and disruption. Additionally in a small school
environment, children leaving the school cause disproportionate
impact on the remaining children, both in terms of friendship and
general disturbance.

6. The inevitable drop in local house prices as Barkway would be seen
as undesirable.

7. damage to the sense of community and local pride.

8. The beauty of Barkway is that the majority of the properties are of
historic interest with many being listed, attracting visitors throughout
the warmer months just to admire the street scene. This would be
destroyed with the introduction of a traveller site.

Considering the east of England Development Agency priority for the
region is for sustainable communities and thriving economies, placing
the burden of a traveller site on this small community seems a
backwards step.

I conclude with reiterating that Barkway is wholly unsuitable for a
development and that enforcing a traveller site on the area would
damage the sense of community, the overall impression of the village,
the environment and the local economy, would threaten the limited
services and have a negative impact on the lives of many families
through property prices as well as not providing adequate services for
the travelling community.

I am writing to question the possibility of locating a gypsy site in the
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section
Road, Barkway

Comments

Hertfordshire village of Barkway. | have been a resident of this village
for over ten years and do not understand how you seem to think we in
any way have the facilities to accommodate these families.

Our school is a typical village school, located in a small building with

a small playground and sports facilities taking place in a field owned
by a villager. There is no way this school could accommodate such an
influx of children. Most local village schools are in the same position
so this would mean a journey into town for very small children, which is
totally unacceptable.

The bus service in our village is very sparse. There is no service to
Addenbrooke Hospital and to and from Royston is very infrequent.
There is no service at all on a Sunday. The nearest Doctor's Surgery is
in Barley and they are unable to take on more patients.

There is no shop in the village. The nearest is in Barley. You could
not walk to Barley as it would be, for most, too far and also very very
dangerous, as on much of the route there is no footpath. In fact,
people have been killed on more than one occasion attempting this.
Also in extreme weather, our village can become cut off with no local
facilities to obtain the essentials this can cause a great deal of strain
and stress.

The sewage infrastructure in our village has been brought into
guestion in recent years and would not be able to cope. Flooding has
also occurred in our village in recent years and insufficient drainage
has been deemed the cause.

Our village is a historical conservation village as designated by
yourselves and the villagers have to obtain permission to make
changes and alterations to their properties, be it colour, materials etc.
I cannot understand how you can allow these sites to be built without
in some way contravening your own conservation criteria and
regulations. Unless you are intending to change the conservation
criteria as it stands and willing to allow the complete demise of our
historical village as it is known.

The road, which will service these sites, is a one lane country road with
a dangerous turn off the A10, when travelling north. This road has no
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Rep ID

08/1286

Repno. Representor

3

Lovett

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

lights or cats' eyes and has many twists and turns and would be very
unsuitable for large vehicles. Being the shortest route onto site this is
the route any person would take. In extreme weather, which seems to
be occurring more and more, this road is not gritted.

Finally, | do not understand how this issue has been allowed to go so
far when obviously the historical conservation village of Barkway does
not in any way meet the criteria as set out by the government.
Perhaps the time and money wasted would have been better spent in
finding a more suitable location for these people.

You would be doing these families a great injustice placing them in a
village where they would feel isolated and cut off.

| am again writing regarding the above proposal as | was absolutely
amazed that Barkway was not taken off the proposed list after our
presentation to the Committee. It was so blatantly obvious that
Barkway in no way meets the criteria. The Council will now be
spending more time and money discussing things that are meaningless
instead of tackling issues head on.

| am not a clever person but even | am questioning the content of the
Scott Wilson Report. | assume the council paid a lot of money for this
report and quite honestly it seems to me they should be asking for a
refund or at least an explanation, It is clearly set out by the
government what the criteria is and these people have clearly ignored
all the vital factors and quite honestly have produced a sham. | must
say these people did not even visit our village, they though it was a
town as stated in the original papers; they even had us situated in the
wrong position geographically. Please can somebody from the Council
explain to me why this has been allowed to happen? | am a Tax
paying citizen of this country and expect my money to be spent wisely
and feel that in this instance this is not the case.

| also think the council should consider very carefully their position in
this situation as it could be construed by the gypsy traveller community
that prejudice is involved from the council. The travellers have been
asked for their requirements and have stated they do not want to live in
villages with no amenities, they have made this quite clear, yet the
Council are going ahead and have given complete disregard for any
of their wishes causing great stress to everybody concerned.
Travellers like to travel and do not like to stay in one place for too long
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Rep ID

08/1287

Repno. Representor

1

Curtis

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

that is their choice and something which you should respect. What
would happen if there was a Bird Flu Pandemic and a movement
restriction had to be put on our village as we have two chicken farms
this could happen, have you even considered this.

Travellers like to travel. What would happen if the foot and mouth
epidemic was to raise its ugly head again as it does from time to time
as we have recently seen. Again it is movement from area to area that
causes this to travel. How could you protect our farmers. We also have
a very prestigious stud farm at Newsells how would this affect them.

I have always been proud of living in a democracy, but consider what
the council is pursuing to be a dictatorship. The travellers do not want
to come to Barkway, they have even said what a waste of money it
would be to carry out this proposal. The people of Barkway do not want
their village expanded to this extent, as it obviously could not cope.
The only people who want this proposal to continue are the Council.

I look forward to receiving your reply.

This letter is to submit that proposed sites in Barkway be removed on
the grounds that the laid down criteria are not met.

1. ACCESS - Both sites are alongside the Buckland Road, which is
narrow and winding,. Access to the major road network would either
be by this road or the A10, though the length of Barkway High Street
and South along the B1368 to the village of Hare Street, another
tortuous route also unsuitable for additional traffic.

2. SITE CONDITIONS - Both sites are in an area to odour pollution
being close to the large and established chicken houses. We live
further away from these, but at times the smell is pungent and
unpleasant and worse at closer quarters. The sites are also a significant
distance from the supply of essential services in Barkway.

3. NEIGHBOURING USES - most of Barkway village lies within a
designated conservation area with several listed buildings. To locate
any caravan site nearby is most inappropriate. Are not the prosed sites
in any case outside the village envelope.

With regard to Undue burden on the local infrastructure and access to
local services, Barkway no longer has any shop, doctors or post office
and only a small school, which would suffer unduly with the possible
increased need for places.

The next village, Barley has a post office/general shop, but this is 3
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Rep ID

08/1290

Repno. Representor

1

Atkins

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

miles away, with the bus service at the far north end of Barkway, about
a mile from the proposed sites. barley does have a Doctor's surgery, but
this is already over-stretched, and the nearest alternative still

accepting patients is in Royston, some 5 miles away. Neither surgery is
open weekends.

The future of local bus services cannot be guaranteed. The passenger
traffic is insufficient to support the operation without Council subsidies -
some of these have recently been withdrawn from Royston services
and other cuts could follow at later dates.

4. TRAVELLERS ROUTES - It is suggested that the vicinity of Barkway
is not anywhere near any of the established travellers routes and the
proposed locations could in any event be unpopular with the groups of
people that the proposals are set out in order to help.

For these reasons, it seems logical that the Barkway proposed sites
should be abandoned and efforts concentrated on examining locations
that are far more suitable.

| am writing to strongly object to Barkway being chosen as a potential
site for a Travellers' camp.

Having read through the Scott Wilson report | cannot see any logic as
to why Barkway has been chosen as a potential site in that it does not
meet most of the criteria set out in the report. In particular | would like
to point out that Barkway has neither a shop nor access to any medical
facilities, the nearest ones being 3 miles and 5 miles away
respectively!

In terms of the report itself it appears that the consultants involved
have obviously not even visited the potential sites. For instance they
even refer to Barkway as a "town" and being east of the proposed site
(Site NH72 on page 37) when in fact the village is to the north of the
proposed site.
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Rep ID
08/1291

08/1292

Repno. Representor

2

1

Lines

Wheeler

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I would like t o formally object to the proposed Gypsy and Traveller
sites at Barkway village.

This site is grossly unsuitable as it:

Has no local shops (nearest in Barley over 2.5miles away)

Has no Doctors surgery - nearest in Barley over 2.5miles away and i
understand not taking on new patients which would make the nearest
one Buntingford 5.6miles away.

Has a very limited bus service

has a school only to the age of 9

has properties very close to the location

has very limited employment opportunities

Has a chicken farm adjacent rearing 1000's of birds

Would threaten wildlife and fauna along with protected species

Is beyond the Green Belt and outside the settlement area

| am an 18 year old living in the village of Barkway and wish to
guestion your proposal for the above in the village of Barkway.

This village does not in any way meet the criteria of the council as set
out in your recommended policy criteria:

1. The infrastructure would not be able to cope.

2. The school is far too small to be able to cope.

3. There is a very sparse bus service.

4. The local doctors surgery is full.

5. There is not a village shop.

| am a student at Hertfordshire University and commute from Barkway.
Without the help of my parents this would be impossible as | do not yet
have a driving licence and the bus route to Royston railway station is
not good. Living in a village for children growing up is very difficult as
you cannot do anything or go anywhere without relying on your
parents which at times if very difficult. Seeing things from an 18 year
old's point of view | cannot understand why this is being considered.
You would not be helping these families by putting them in a village
environment where they would be cut off.

I think it is essential to keep villages and village life alive in our
country but this life is only suitable for the few not for all.
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Rep ID
08/1293

Repno. Representor

2

Hewlett

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
| am writing to complain about the recent suggestions that a travellers
site should be built in Barkway.

| understand that the EERA has instructed these proposals to be put
forward, and appreciate that the suggestion of Barkway has currently
only been made by some independent consultants, but the buck has to
stop somewhere and | believe you have a responsibility to stop this
now.

Barkway clearly does not fulfil many of the criteria set out in the
government guidelines:

There is limited public transport.

There are no shops or doctors' surgeries in the village.

Road access is by an already overly busy road.

The impact on the local community would be significant, compared to
local towns such as Stevenage.

The area is a conservation area.
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Rep ID
08/1293

Repno. Representor

3

Hewlett

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to the Council once again to express my views on the
suggestion that gypsy sites be built in Barkway. | am hugely
disappointed that | have been forced to write again, and that no action
has been taken by you before this to stop this ridiculous proposal.

It is clear from the presentation made to the council in January, and to
anyone with any ounce of common sense that the Barkway sites meet
almost none of the criteria outlined for gypsy/traveller sites. It is also
clear from the presentation given to the council that gypsies
themselves do not want these sites (I refer to the letter from the gypsy
council) Please could you confirm your personal acceptance of this
specific point.

| understand that it is EERA that has instructed you to find 15 sites in
North Herts, but they did not instruct you to find and consult on areas of
search that are wholly unsuitable. That has been the decision of

North Herts District Council.

You had an opportunity to remove areas of search from the
consultation at any point (and in fact did so for Ashwell and Reed).
You should be utterly ashamed of the stress you have created, the
money you have lost people,and the time and tax you have wasted by
keeping Barkway and other unsuitable villages as part of this
consultation.

| appreciate that you will now tell me that with only weeks to go until

the end on the consultation period, it is better that it now runs its
course. When it does come to an end, | expect to see these unsuitable
villages immediately removed from the plans.

You have an opportunity to show that you can (eventually) make the
right decision. Take it.



278

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID
08/1294

Repno. Representor

1

Courtice & Beak

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to register my strong objection to this proposal and ask that
Barkway be removed from any published list of possible locations for
this facility.

A look at the criteria by which these sites should be chosen
demonstrates the unsuitability of the proposed sites in Barkway.

Barkway is a small village in a conservation area. There are very few
facilities to support visiting travellers. The village does not have a
doctor. The nearest GP practice accepting new patients is 5 miles
away in Royston. At weekends, the nearest medical facilities are in
Stevenage or Cambridge. Public transport in Barkway is infrequent at
best with no services on a Sunday. The arrival of transient families
would damage the education provided by the local primary school. It
is a very small school and could not cope with a large influx of
children for an indeterminate length of time.

The sites nominated in the published report are in a part of the village
where the sewage infrastructure is already at full capacity, The area
regularly suffers from the strong odour of effluent and further
development would exacerbate this problem.

Barkway is not on any traditional gypsy routes. This means that either
the sites will be empty and a waste of money, or the Travellers will be
forced into Barkway. This will increase resentment between the
travellers and the villagers.

The sites can only be a blight on village life. Rightly or wrongly, these
sites do have a reputation of lawlessness and anti-social behaviour.
Whilst bigotry is not welcome in any form, gypsy and travellers sites do
create problems. Already a local businessman has cancelled a plan to
extend his business operations. This plan would have brought a few
scarce jobs to the village, but not the creation of those jobs is on hold.
The simple inclusion of Barkway in the report has depressed local
house prices, adding to the financial worries of the villagers in
uncertain economic times.

I hope that you will see that Barkway is not a suitable location for
Gypsy and Traveller sites.
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Rep ID
08/1295

08/1295

Repno. Representor

1

4

Wheeler

Wheeler

Agent Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

With reference to the recent proposal for a gypsy site in the village of
Barkway, | must say that | am astounded that a Conservative Council
can put forward this proposal.

Has anyone actually visited Barkway to investigate the infrastructure? |
don't think so otherwise you would have seen the total lack of any.
There is no doctor, shop dentist, there is a small village school, which
would be over-run by any new pupils, there is only a skeleton bus
service, which is unreliable.

Barkway is a historical village with a close community. This proposal
would cause much friction within the area. Surely you should be
looking to add any gypsy sites to a town, which has in place the
infrastructure required. | hope someone there can see sense in what |
am suggesting and | look forward to hearing from you.

All recommendations from Government Bodies are quite clear; any
travellers sites should be located in areas suitable for residential
development only.

It is quite apparent to anyone that these sites are unsuitable and | list
my reasons accordingly:

1. The proposed sites are open farmers fields with no protection from
strong winds.

2. These fields are constantly water logged.

3. During the winder there is poor visibility due to bad fog conditions in
this area.

4. The narrow road is not gritted during the winter

5. The area is unlit, once again poor visibility.

6. There is a chicken farm adjacent to these sites and the smells are
intolerable

7. there is no infrastructure

8. the travellers themselves do not want to live here.

9. there are no doctors in the village

10. there are no shops in the village

11. There are no dentists in the village

12. There is only a local bus service which is not reliable

13. There is a very small school, which would be totally swamped.

14. The proposed sites would blight the historical village of Barkway
15. There are very few if any jobs available in the village.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
16. As this village has approx 600 residents a large intake of travellers
would cause a village within a village and this would cause bitterness
and trouble.
17. All of the property prices have been devalued due to the proposed
sites. Are all villagers to receive compensation?
18. Other villages have been withdrawn from the proposals, why have
we not, is this due to politics.
19. These people want to live in large towns where they will have all
the facilities and be able to fit in.
20 The proposed sites will be destroying the natural habitat for
wildlife.
21. The cost of developing these sites would be astronomical to the
tax payers.
22. Are these travellers going to pay Council Tax or once again is it
the silent majority that has to foot the bill?
When will you realize that the silent majority is just about fed up with
being dictated to.
These proposed sites are obviously unsuitable and should be
withdrawn immediately.
I look forward to receiving your comments.

08/1296 1 Gibson NH72: Land at London Please find my list of objections to the travellers sites for Barkway.
Road, Barkway
lack of amenities:
No Shops
No Doctors Surgery
Bus Service - limited service
Village school - first school up to the age of 9 years old
Properties - close to the two search locations
Employment - Opportunities are minimal
Chicken farm - Catering for the rearing of 1000's of birds
Wildlife, flora and Fauna - Threatened along with protected species
Proximity of footpaths
The sites are beyond Green belt and outside the settlement area.
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Rep ID
08/1298

Repno. Representor

1

Wheeler

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing to put forward the reasons why | cannot understand why
the Council is considering in any way a gypsy site in the village of
Barkway.

The most obvious reasons are the fact that our village has no shop, the
school is very small and wouldn't be able to accommodate more
pupils, our doctors' surgery is full and the bus service is very limited.

Being 16 years old and living in the village of Barkway | can express to
you the problems children face. You feel very cut off from the towns
where you go to school, although you get a school bus it proves very
difficult to attend after school clubs and football clubs etc. as the bus
service is very few and non existent on a Saturday. You rely totally on
your parents which when growing up is not good for them or you. |
recently left Freman College and was hoping to attend Hertfordshire
College in Turnford. Unfortunately | had to turn down my place as it
was impossible for me to get to and from Broxbourne. | also looked at
a college in Cambridge again | would have had the same problems. |
was lucky | am able to work with my Father if this had not been
possible | don't know what | would have done.

Children can feel very cut off when living in a village and | think this is
a something the Council should seriously consider as it is in the papers
every day about bored teenagers and what they do. You would not

be helping these families you would be putting a greater strain on

their family life.
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Rep ID
08/1299

08/1299

08/1300

Repno. Representor

1

3

2

Connolly

Connolly

Young

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
Barkway does not meet the criteria due to the following reasons:

Lack of amenities - the closest shop is three miles away in Barley.
The closest doctor's surgery accepting patients is in Royston - over 5
miles away.

The only public transport is a severely limited bus service.

The village school is a first school only and very small. Any extra
educational needs as a result of an influx of travellers would affect the
schooling of all the pupils.

The proposed sites are next to a chicken farm which is often very
smelly.

Barkway is a beautiful village. it is in a rural conservation area and has
many buildings of historical interest. It is not on any traditional
traveller route.

Barkway is a small close-knit community and consideration should be
given to finding sites in larger communities where the effects will not
be as severe.

| really hope that these proposals are not pushed through at whatever
cost and that the Council listens to what we the residents of Barkway
have to say an seeks to find a site that is more suitable.

On 29th January | attended the NHDC cabinet meeting where the
presentation was made on behalf of Barkway opposing the proposed
gypsy sites in Barkway.

Following the presentation | thought that good sense would prevalil
and the sites would be removed from the local development framework
plan since they do not meet the specified Government criteria or the
criteria set out by the gypsy community. In fact, the gypsy council
have indicated that living on the edge of a village such as Barkway,
which has very limited infrastructure and amenities, would be
unsustainable and tantamount to social suicide. Unfortunately,
however, the sites remain on the plan.

Please listen to the voices of our village and the gypsy council and
remove these sites from the plan as soon as possible.

We must object in the strongest possible terms to the proposals.

My wife and | have resided in this beautiful unspoilt village for the last
20 plus years and do not believe that Barkway is a suitable location for
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08/1302

Repno. Representor

1

Macintosh

Agent Document section

NH72: Land at London

Comments
these sites.

Barkway walls far short of suitability to meet the criteria used by your
consultants for the following reasons.

Your criteria states that locations in or near existing settlements with
access to local services such as schools, doctors, shops should be
considered first and there should be convenient access to a good
public transport system.

Barkway has no shops or doctors' surgery of its own, the nearest facility
being some 3 miles away in Barley. Furthermore, the post office with
the shop may well be a victim of the post office closures plan in the
future, which in turn could threaten the livelihood of the shop itself.

As regard to the doctors' surgery in Barley the facility is so over
stretched that it is no longer taking new patients who have to travel 5.5
miles to Royston.

As with regard to public transport there are only a few buses during the
week to neighbouring villages and town. North Herts council have
withdrawn subsidies from some of the services which in turn could
reduce the number even more.

Barkway School is small and well run with high standards of
achievement, if the school had to accommodate travellers' children for
intermittent periods it would disrupt the smooth running of the school
and the children's education. If parents become dissatisfied they could
withdraw their children from the school and this would be the end of

another facility in Barkway.

Barkway and the surrounding area has no tradition of supplying
travellers with seasonal work and also with the mechanisation of the
arable farms in the area work has become even more difficult to find,
the travellers would have to commute over many miles to seek suitable
employment. Surely the site would be better placed near a town
where there are many more facilities of the type needed as per the
criteria and more opportunities for employment.

I am writing complain in the strongest terms possible about the
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Repno. Representor
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Road, Barkway

Comments
consultation process and subsequent Gypsy and Traveller site scoping
report that was carried out by Scott Wilson. | am astounded that these
consultants have been paid for a piece of work that is clearly fiction
and has not taken into account even the basic recommended policy
criteria. Barkway is a standalone village with very little of local
infrastructure existing within the village boundary. Barkway has a
small village school but other than this amenity there is nothing else
that is local to the village in terms of services - everything else is
outside a mile and a half travelling radius. Our village school is very
small in size (both class and tutorial support) and therefore if a traveller
settlement where located nearby it would have a significant
detrimental impact on the village children already enrolled in the
school. Our village does not have a local shop or other infrastructure.
The nearest shop and doctors surgery is in the neighbouring town of
Barley, 1.5 miles away. It should be noted that the barley surgery is no
longer taking applications for patients and all new applicants have to
register for treatment at the Royston Health centre - which is located
5.5 miles away. The village does have a periodic, but frequent, bus
service which only runs a skeleton service over any weekend period.
Both the Barley surgery and the Royston Health Centre are closed at
the weekend and therefore the nearest medical facilities are located in
Cambridge - and there is not a bus service from Barkway to get people
there. Another thing that the consultants failed to note was the fact
that the proposed sites were located in the close vicinity to a sewage
farm - which does have odour pollution implications for a proposed
settlement. | am astounded that the consultants have proposed such
an unbalanced and ill considered piece of work. | find it incredibly
hard to believe that one report can produce three sites (two in Barkway
and one in Reed) in close proximity that are less suited to the needs of
the travellers site recommendations. It smacks of a piece of work that
was carried out by people that either did not read the recommendation
policy document, are significantly under-qualified to make a correct
judgement or thought that they could inflict these recommendation
upon us without expecting any resistance from the local population. |1,
and many like me, will strive to ensure that these settlements are not
located in our village environs and will protest in the strongest of
manners if these recommendations are not withdrawn or re-considered.
If you feel that our village should still be considered then I strongly
recommended that you travel to our village and make your own
judgements. If you choose not to do this then please inform me of
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08/1304

08/1305

Repno. Representor

1

1

Dawson

Nichols

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

when the public consultation process will start, who will be conducting
it as well as when choices will be made.

Having seen the plan for the two proposed sites, | am extremely
concerned at the site of them in relation to the village of Barkway. |
feel that such a proposal would have an adverse effect on the
character and social cohesion of the area. ( in addition to the extreme
pressure it would put on local services).

| cannot believe that such a proposal, if made by an individual, would
be considered for approval and given the cost of upgrading local
services if the plan were to be passed, | feel sure that economically
more efficient sites must be available elsewhere in the country.

| understand that NHDC is considering the village of Barkway as a
potential gypsy and travellers site.

i am particularly concerned about the methodology used for the
interpretation of the opportunities and particularly how this effects the
interpretation of the apparent opportunities afforded by Barkway as a
potentially suitable site.

Section 3.3 of the Scott Wilson report sets out the constraints and
opportunities. The opportunities appear to centre around the
following:

1. Schooling

2. Medical

3. Local transport

My summarised comments are as follows:

1. Schooling - There is one small primary school in Barkway. There is
no secondary school in the village. The facilities and resources for a
sudden influx of extra children are extremely limited. | would be
concerned that such an influx of children would upset the existing
pattern of education through making extra demands on teachers, staff,
facilities and existing pupils.

2. Medical - There is no clinic in the village. The nearest clinic is 3km
from Barkway and is currently not able to take any new patients who
are being referred to Royston. This is an obvious constraint to the
opportunity data around Barkway. The nearest hospital is in
Cambridge or Stevenage, around 15-20 miles from Barkway.

3. Local Transport - A bus service operates during the day but is
spasmodic, particularly at weekends. The village does not lie on a
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08/1306

Repno. Representor

1

Bowskill

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

main bus route and is not a hub for public transportation. Bus travel is
not cheap from outlying villages as compared with in-town services.

I would like to know why Scott Wilson have limited their criteria for
opportunities. Why have the following not been considered?

1. Local employment: Extremely limited within 1km of the village.
Nearest significant opportunities are Royston (10km)

2. Shops, especially food: No shops within 1km Barkway. Nearest food
shop 3km. Rural food shops are considerably more expensive than
those located within towns.

3. Leisure facilities. Very limited within 1km of Barkway. Nearest
facilities of any note are Royston (10km) and Buntingford (9km).

Have the NHDC consulted gypsies and travellers on the facilities
required? Would they be happy with the limitations and costs imposed
on them by locating at such a location as Barkway as opposed to a
more urban location?

In conclusion, i consider that the consider that the survey has not
adequately taken into account all the relevant criteria for
opportunities. | also consider that in general, villages are not good
locations for gypsy and travellers sites as they do not provide good
facilities whilst also creating a proportionally large influx of people
which puts a strain on facilities and can lead to deep resentment
within the village community.

I would urge the Council not to consider Barkway as a suitable site for
a gypsy and traveller site.

I most strongly object to the possibility of travellers sites being located
in Barkway for the reasons stated in the letter from Mr Ken McCormick,
chairman of Barkway Parish Council.
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08/1308

08/1309

Repno. Representor

1

2

Martin

Nichols

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Concerning Barkway as a consideration for gypsy/travellers
encampments | feel | have to point out that the survey company you
choose to check out various sites could not have left their office but
simply used an ordnance survey map, my reasons for thinking this are
as follows. Firstly they refer to Barkway as a town, Barkway is in fact a
small village with approximately 260 residential houses in it. There is
just a small primary school and is full to capacity. There is very little in
the way of public transport Monday to Saturday and none at all on
Sunday. The nearest Post Office and small supermarket is 3 miles
away. The nearest doctors is 3.5 miles away and has it's full quota of
patients. The next doctors is in Royston 5 and 1/2 miles away. The
sites chosen, one is adjacent to a chicken farm another a field which is
a hill of 1 in 9 gradient | am informed. Also | wonder how we would
manage extra sewage and drainage. Also Barkway does not have
gypsy's or travellers stopping in lay byes or fields illegally and | do
wonder if anyone has thought to ask the gypsy's and travellers their
opinion.

| am writing to voice my strong objection to the siting of a traveller site
at either of the two earmarked locations at Barkway.

1. Barkway is a small rural village (not town as the report suggests). As
such, | cannot see how it can possibly meet the criteria for a site as laid
down in the report:

1. There are no shopping facilities or amenities in the village except

the village pub and petrol station.

2. The nearest facilities are in Royston, approx 6 miles away and bus
links are few and far between.

3. There is a small village school with limited places and limited
staffing. The report says that traveller children invariably require extra
attention and i fail to see how such a small school can meet the needs
of these disadvantaged children.

4. There are no schools for children of secondary school level. Our own
children have to be bussed daily to secondary school.

5. There is no doctor. The nearest is at barley, approx 3 miles away,
accessible only by private transport. The surgery ceased to take on new
patients some time ago so the nearest surgery would be Royston.

6. There is no dentist. i myself have had to register as far a field as
Letchworth and even then i had to register as a private patient as i
could find nowhere taking on NHS patients.
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Repno. Representor
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As for the sites themselves, i also fail to see how they meet the criteria
set down in the report:

1. One site (NH73) is adjacent to a chicken farm and all the noise and
smell that accompanies it.

2. The other site (NH72) is immediately behind the garage which has a
noisy workshop and valetting bay.

3. The site behind the garage has had planning turned down for
residential dwelling. Surely top grant planning for this site when
planning has previously been refused would imply that certain rules do
not apply at all?

4. Both sites have poor access and uneven ground.

5. Both sites are perilously close to a very nasty junction. Visibility is
poor and the number of near misses is alarming. One day there will be
a fatal accident at the turning. | can only suggest that by increasing
traffic volumes and the number of larger vehicles such as small trucks
towing caravans then a fatality will be one step closer.

6. Whilst there is access to the A10 from the two proposed sites it is
along the narrow winding Buckland Road that is often ungritted in
winter. Access would therefore have to be through Barkway itself.

Finally, i am somewhat concerned that no one appears to have
consulted the traveller community as to where they actually travel and
need support. Instead, it could almost be thought that Scott Wilson
have snatched potential sites from the Ordinance Survey map with
little proper research into whether any proposed site meets their own
criteria.

In conclusion, | would ask that NH72 and NH73 are removed from the
proposed list of traveller sites with immediate effect for failing to meet
the required criteria.
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08/1310

08/1311

Repno. Representor

1

1

Dawson

Simmons

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to express my objections to the two gypsy and travellers
sites proposed for the village of Barkway.

i have been looking at a plan of the proposed sites and am dismayed
by the size in proportion to the settlement of Barkway and feel that this
would result in a distinct change of character for a village which
should be protected for heritage and conservation reasons, as well as
social ones. Any individual, planning to build, would be subject to the
strictest of guidelines, if in fact they were allowed to build at all and
yet these two enormous sites are being seriously considered.
Presumably this very valuable land will cost a large amount to
purchase, wouldn't it be more cost effective to buy cheaper land
elsewhere, making savings which could be spent on other stretched
services?

It has been said that an important factor in selecting sites has to be
close proximity and access has to local amenities, many of which :
shops, schools, bus services for example, are in very short supply in
Barkway.

We have strong objections to the proposal for the gypsy/travellers sites
in this area, whilst not wishing to deny the gypsy/travellers their right to
travel the countryside, we question the reason behind even
considering these two sites. The facilities to provide for a small
community of in comers are not there.

1. No Shops (closest being Barley 2.8miles from the proposed sites).
2. no Doctors surgery (nearest being Barley and we understand that the
surgery is not taking further patients).

. Bus Service (limited Service)

. Village School (first school for pupils for up to 9 years old).

. Properties (close to the two search locations)

. Employment (we understand opportunities are minimal).

. Chicken Farm (catering for the rearing of 1000's of birds).

. Wildlife, flora and Fauna ( threatened along with protected species).
. Proximity of footpaths.

10. The sites are beyond Green Belt and outside the settlement area.

©O© 0o ~NO O b~ W
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08/1312

08/1313

Repno. Representor

1

1

Engers

Martin

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
Please accept this letter as confirmation to the planned two sites for a
gypsy and travellers location in Barkway. (NH72 & NH73).

Our objection is based on the complete lack of amenities and facilities
to accommodate such a settlement, which in itself deems the sites
unworkable at any level within the community that includes the
immediate and surrounding areas.

It has come to my attention that you are looking for suitable sites to put
gypsy encampments and that Barkway is being considered, these are
my opinions on the matter. Firstly the planners or surveyors referred to
Barkway as a town. Barkway is a village with approximately 250
houses. Barkway has just one infant school, which to my knowledge is
full. The nearest doctors is about 3-4 miles away in Barley and are not
taking anymore patients because it is also full. The next doctors is in
Royston 5.5 miles away, which | understand is also struggling to cope
with demand. Public transport is very scant and there is none on
Sunday. The nearest post office and mini supermarket is in Barley 3-4
miles away. Gypsy-Travellers also seem to have a route they like to
follow, this does not, to my knowledge include Barkway. Barkway is a
very old village in a rural conservation area there is nothing going

onto amuse children and without public transport little chance of them
getting to anywhere that may have something going on. There is also
the question of the capability of the existing sewer and drainage
systems in the village. And the strong odours adjacent to the sights
your planners have in mind, probably due to the chicken farm next to
it. Your planners could not have been to the possible sites to see for
themselves the suitability of them, one of them has a 1 in 9 gradient
hill.
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Repno. Representor

1

Williams

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I have read through the criteria used to locate suitable sites and i do
not comprehend how Barkway satisfies the criteria. The sites are
indeed near existing settlements, albeit very small, however access to
local services and good transport links are hardly something which
Barkway can provide satisfactorily. | have lived in this area for many
years and i myself am forced to use car transport due to lack of public
transportation in the countryside we cannot be green and heavily rely
on our cars. Yes there is a bus service, but it is not very frequent and
certainly not comprehensive in its coverage. | do not deem Barkway
suitable and it does not meet the good transport link criteria in the
slightest.

I will be the first to say Barkway does not provide the type or amount of
amenities suitable - not just for current habitants let alone further
numbers of inhabitants.

we have no shops here (Royston/Buntingford provides nearest
comprehensive shopping facilities at 8 miles away), No GP (barley is
nearest and very small and overstretched), no secondary school
(Royston again) and employment - very little chance.

| am astounded that Barkway is even a consideration as by no stretch if
the imagination is it a very viable proposition.

If a site must be found, fine, but find one that actually meets the

criteria and a site where travellers could actually live comfortably - not
in the middle of nowhere. Buntingford and Royston are the nearest
towns and at least provide that which is required - find a site there. |
wholly object to Barkway for a travellers site.
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Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I understand that your Council is planning to earmark two sites for
travellers in the village of Barkway (Herts). Barkway is a small ancient
village, in a rural conversation area, with very bus services. it has no
shop, no medical services and only a very irregular bus service. Its
infant school is small and any influx of extra children will be both very
difficult to accommodate and very disruptive.

When one reads the criteria for the selection of a suitable site for
travellers, it is clear that Barkway does not comply with the basis
requirements. Both the nearest shop and the nearest medical service
are in Barley, about 3 miles away with no public service connection,
apart from an irregular bus service. Moreover, the medical practice is
no longer taking open new patients and the next nearest medical
practice is in Royston, about 5.5miles away, again with an irregular
bus service to get there. Neither of these surgeries are open at
weekends.

| am considering the issue of siting travellers in Barkway entirely from
the point of view of the travellers themselves. The inhabitants of
Barkway will no doubt have views as to how they will be able to cope
with such a settlement.

I would strongly recommend your Council to reconsider the suitable of
the earmarked sites.

You will allow a letter of protest at the proposal to include some fields
at the south end of Barkway in a North Herts scheme for travellers' sites.
Has the District Council considered this from the point of view of the

travellers? They will certainly not want to be remote from shops,
schools, doctors or bus routes. Their lack of desire to be here needs to
be weighted in the balance quite as much as the aversion to their
presence which is understand felt by the inhabitants of a long settled
rural community.

I moved to this area a dozen years ago to spend my old age, (I am

now eighty-eight) in an area which, | was credibly informed was to
remain permanently agricultural, without disturbing intrusions and
would be relieved to hear that the District Council had seen sense and
struck Barkway off the travellers list.
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Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I understand that your Council is planning to earmark two sites for
travellers in the village of Barkway (Herts). Barkway is a small ancient
village, in a rural conversation area, with very bus services. it has no
shop, no medical services and only a very irregular bus service. Its
infant school is small and any influx of extra children will be both very
difficult to accommodate and very disruptive.

When one reads the criteria for the selection of a suitable site for
travellers, it is clear that Barkway does not comply with the basis
requirements. Both the nearest shop and the nearest medical service
are in Barley, about 3 miles away with no public service connection,
apart from an irregular bus service. Moreover, the medical practice is
no longer taking open new patients and the next nearest medical
practice is in Royston, about 5.5miles away, again with an irregular
bus service to get there. Neither of these surgeries are open at
weekends.

In addition to these problems there are doubts over the ability to the
sewage and draining systems to cope with extra inhabitants and there
are periodic strong odours adjacent to the earmarked sites, as this is
farming country.

| am considering the issue of siting travellers in Barkway entirely from
the point of view of the travellers themselves. | have recently heard
that the gypsy council is not in favour of the sites on the edge of small
villages. They have called the choice of such sites "a complete waste
of time and public money". The inhabitants of Barkway will no doubt
have views as to how they will be able to cope with such a settlement.
Nuthampstead, a small hamlet in Barkway parish is equally close to
the proposed sites and inhabitants of this predominantly farming and
retired community will certainly not be able to cope with a travellers
settlement.

The impact on the landscape with rolling fields and woodlands of high
visual beauty,also needs to be assessed.

I would strongly recommend the North Herts,District Council to
reconsider the suitability of the earmarked sites.
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1
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Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We write to object to the Gypsy and Traveller Site NH72 & NH73 being
sited in Barkway on the grounds that we do not believe that this
village meets the following criteria for site selection, because:

a. there are no retail or medical facilities in the village.

b. there are very irregular bus services and none on Sunday.
c. there are periodic strong odours adjacent to the proposed
sites.

Further, we believe that another big issue is the potential impact on
the village school as the school is small and would need to
accommodate travellers' children for presumably intermittent periods.
They might well require individual tuition from otherwise busy staff.
Having travellers' children in and out of school will inevitably be
disruptive and frustrating to other children, the teachers and the
curriculum. This could lead to a lowering of standards, dissatisfied
teachers, disillusionment on the part of parents with children already in
the school and the possible withdrawal of their children.
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Pledger
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Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

As a concerned resident of Anstey, a neighbouring village to Barkway,
I am writing to you with my objections against allowing a site of this
nature to be placed in this quiet North Herts village.

My objections are many as i don't feel that Barkway has the right
infrastructure to accommodate even a small gypsy site with in its
parish. Is the site in the Green Belt as i thought we couldn't build on
it? There must be a brown site available with better amenities locally.
There is no suitable shops, the doctors surgery is already overloaded.
The nearest hospital is miles away, the bus service is minimal at best,
the school is infants only and the lack of available jobs means they will
be looking elsewhere to sustain their income and that troubles me as
a law biding citizen. The site on the B road and an unclassified road
links it to the main A10, i can see the verges being destroyed with the
constant use this would doubtless take.

The proposed development has already affected house prices in our
locality and we are going to be financially worse off while this scheme
is on the drawing board and very badly affected if it goes ahead. |
know i am a member of the NIMBY club, but i fell that there are better
sites that could be made available much closed to the larger towns
where there are facilities that can cope with this type of development
and where Policing them can be enforced more readily.

With reference to the proposed travellers site at Barkway. Surely the
site should provide ....

a. Shops - (there aren't any).

b. Medical treatment - 1A doctors in the next village that isn't

taking on new patients).

c. Transport - (An unreliable local bus service and not service

on Sundays).

| am sure there is another location that meets more of the necessary
criteria.

| am writing to raise my objections over the proposed travellers site in
Barkway. | have lived in the village for 13 years and as | am sure you
are aware the village is within a conservation area. The area is an
ancient settlement and the High Street is complete with character
cottages, which due to the conservation restrictions remain unchanged.
The village is small with a population of around 600. The village



296

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments
does not have a shop. The bus service is very limited with only two
buses a day and no Sunday service. | have only recently been able to
sign with a local doctor due to the fact there is only one local surgery,
which is not within walking distance and not on the local bus route.
The nearest hospital is Cambridge or Stevenage both extremely
difficult to access by public transport. Due to the individual character of
the houses on the high Street many do not have garages and parking
is on the main road, often both side of the street. The volume of traffic
on the Village Road B1368 is already busy especially early morning
and evening. With the suggested 8% rise in population this would raise
mobility and safety issues for the village within limited infrastructure.
Cars need to stop constantly allowing traffic to pass. By definition of
the fact travellers site, there will be more movement, to include larger
vehicles than a normal residential site. | would be objecting to any
development of this scale. The road is also unlit at night. | note the
position of the possible site and this can only be yards from the end of
a designated conservation area. Any form of overdevelopment within a
conservation area is intrusive on its landscape and the site on London
Road would be immediate when entering the village. In addition
Buckland Road is unlit, without any pavement at all. Also the
pavement narrows on the London Road and then finishes. The main
access to Buckland Road is from the A10 where it is single lane
causing constant slow traffic for this road with increase in traffic turning.
The other route into the village is the B1368 which is narrow in parts
and again unlit with many houses on the pavements very close to this
road. This road takes you through the villages of Green End, Dassel's
and Hare Street. This would generate even more noise and pollution
for these houses along with safety aspects. Our local school is small
and is just about to meet the needs of the current population. There is
no senior school in the village. Many of us living ion the village have
chosen to do so because of the lack of services and the conversation
aspect which | hoped would ensure the character and tranquillity of the
village. In addition the village already experiences several power cuts
and any development of this size could only exasperate this. Whilst |
appreciate the need for expansion 8% is a sizable amount to create
stress on a limited infrastructure.
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1

Golding

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to protest in the strongest possible terms regarding the
consideration of the NH117, NH72, NH73 sites which on many counts
do not even comply with the recommended Policy Criteria of the
consultants own report! The arguments against the sites selected are
many and include the following:-

a. Barkway is in a conservation area, an area of outstanding
natural beauty and, as far as | am aware, also in the Green Belt.

b. The proposed sites do not have either safe or convenient
accesses.

c. The proposed sites are not close to reliable, regular public
transport.

d. The proposed sites are not convenient for local shops, which

do not exist!

e. Any local schools are tiny and would be unlikely to cope

with an irregular influx of traveller's children.

f.  The proposed sites are not close to a doctor's surgery and

the closest is already oversubscribed and not taking on new patients.
g. The Barkway sites at least are not on any traditional

traveller's routes.

h. The sites would impose an undue burden on the local
infrastructure.

Any one of the above points should preclude the sites from
consideration and collectively they clearly point to badly flawed
proposals by Consultants who are blatantly ignoring their own criteria.
many other sites in the County would be far more suitable with
negligible local impact.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section
08/1323 1 Laing NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1324 1 Luckock NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1325 1 Maxted NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to protest most strongly at eh proposed plans for a
traveller/gypsy site in Barkway.

This is an ancient village in the heart of a rural conservation area with
many listed buildings. We are therefore restricted on many planning
issues.

The village is surrounded by peaceful and attractive countryside, fast
diminishing in the South East.

The residents care deeply about the village and crime is low. To put
travellers site in our midst would be most detrimental to village life,
both in visual and practical terms.

There are no facilities here, no shops, limited public, transport, no
medical centre and a small primary school.

The village infrastructure could not cope with an influx of travellers.
Barkway is not on an established travellers route. This seems to be an
entirely arbitrary plan and the village should be removed immediately
from the list of proposed sites.

| very much sympathise with people who can't settle in one place, but
when gypsies and travellers do come perhaps to Barkway, they must
have amenities. We in Barkway have 1 pub, 1 garage, a church and a
School which can't take many more children. The doctors surgery
(which isn't taking anymore patients) is 2 miles away as is the shop cum
post-office. | think the thought should be for these types of people to
be within a larger town complex with more facilities, not stuck out in

the country.

| wish to lodge my strong objections to the proposed sites at Barkway
and Reed. The sites are not at all suitable and do not meet the
RECOMMENDED POLICY CRITERIA. There are NO SHOPS in
Barkway. The BUS service is very limited. There is NO DOCTORS
SURGERY in Barkway. The PROPOSED SITE is next to a chicken
farm and would suffer from bad smells and AIR POLLUTION. The
areas chosen are good farm land NOT SCRUBLAND. Please reassure
me that a full investigation into these proposed sites will be carried out
as it is your duty as elected representative to ensure that all CRITERIA
are met in the interest of the local inhabitant who voted for you. |
await your reply that a full and thorough investigation has been carried
out and your comments on the matter.
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Rep ID
08/1327

Repno. Representor

1

Macpherson

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to suggest that the selection of such sites in Barkway is
totally unsuitable for the following reasons:

The recommended criteria suggest that no undue burden should be
placed on the local infrastructure, in the case of Barkway an enormous
strain would be placed on our local facilities. For instance the school
is not in a position to accept extra numbers of children with special
needs on a random basis and the medical practice, which is in the
next village (with a very limited bus service between the two villages)
has closed its' list to new patients. In addition to this we have no shops
or Post Office in the village and the bus service to Royston is by no
means regular and in any case does not run on Sundays. There are
no regular bus services to the hospitals in Stevenage or Cambridge.
The proposed sites are close to a local chicken farm which frequently
gives off a pungent smell. | wonder if the proximity of such a site, with
no local shops to hand might also be a temptation to the travellers. It
is worth noting that we have no policing in the area which would be of
some concern to the local residents as without some form of control it
is hard to see how the number of pitches could be maintained at the
levels suggested. Who would in fact ensure that numbers were not
exceeded on the plots provided? In view of the above you might like
to consider whether the amount of money spent on the consultants was
justified.
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Rep ID
08/1329

Repno. Representor

1

Bolden

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement
of a traveller's site in Barkway. As a resident of the village | find it
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally
inappropriate proposal.

As a fair minded and even handed citizen, | fully appreciate the need
for such sites to be established in areas that can absorb such projects
and that can fully meet the criteria. However, after carefully reading
the report and criteria for site selection | find myself more and more
astonished at the proposal to place a site in the village of Barkway.
We have no facilities that would be of benefit to such a site, for
example, the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no
continuous footpaths between the villages, Barley also has the nearest
surgery hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge of which are a great
distance away, public transport servicing the village is irregular with no
service on some days of the week, the local school is small and the
presence of a site of this nature would have a totally disproportionate
affect. In summary | am struggling to understand why the placing of a
site in Barkway could in anyway meet the needs of the travelling
community with such a limited support infrastructure and to my
knowledge no strong links to any traditional traveller's routes. It is
totally inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere
without the necessary facilities being available and without due
consideration being given to the impact that it will create on such
small community with already limited resources. Please be kind
enough to reconsider your proposal and remove Barkway from the list
of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are clearly available and
more appropriate.
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Rep ID
08/1330

Repno. Representor

1

Willis

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am formally writing to let you know that i do not feel this to be an
appropriate location for travellers, mainly because this is a very rural
community and there are few facilities in the village.

For example:

1. Doctor - Nearest available doctors surgery is in Royston about 5 or 6
miles away.

2. Public transport - the bus service is the area is very minimal and car
ownership is essential to the residents of Barkway.

3. School - The primary school in Barkway is very small and could not
accommodate any significant growth in numbers. Barkway is some
distance from any secondary schools, which are in Royston and
Buntingford.

4. Shop - There is no shop in Barkway and nowhere to buy provisions.
The nearest shop is in barley, nearly 3 miles away.

5. Chicken Farm - One of the sites is adjacent to an existing chicken
farm. Apart from being a rather smelly location in warmer weather, it
would also seem to me that since gypsies are well known for keeping
chickens this could lead to disease problems.

6. Work - There is no real industry in the vicinity and therefore no real
work for gypsies in this area. | should have thought they would be
better sited near a town where there might be suitable work.

Please remove Barkway from the list of possible travellers sites in North
Herts.
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Rep ID
08/1331

Repno. Representor

1

Bolden

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to you regarding the above report and the possible placement
of a traveller's site in Barkway. As a resident of the village | find it
necessary for the first time in my life to have to personally write to the
council to lodge my strongest protest possible at this totally
inappropriate proposal.

As a fair minded and even handed citizen, | fully appreciate the need
for such sites to be established in areas that can absorb such projects
and that can fully meet the criteria. However, after carefully reading
the report and criteria for site selection | find myself more and more
astonished at the proposal to place a site in the village of Barkway.
We have no facilities that would be of benefit to such a site, for
example, the nearest shop is in Barley some 3 miles away with no
continuous footpaths between the villages, Barley also has the nearest
surgery hospitals are Stevenage and Cambridge of which are a great
distance away, public transport servicing the village is irregular with no
service on some days of the week, the local school is small and the
presence of a site of this nature would have a totally disproportionate
affect. In summary | am struggling to understand why the placing of a
site in Barkway could in anyway meet the needs of the travelling
community with such a limited support infrastructure and to my
knowledge no strong links to any traditional traveller's routes. It is
totally inappropriate that these sites should just be stuck anywhere
without the necessary facilities being available and without due
consideration being given to the impact that it will create on such
small community with already limited resources. Please be kind
enough to reconsider your proposal and remove Barkway from the list
of proposed sites as far more suitable areas are clearly available and
more appropriate.
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Rep ID
08/1332

Repno. Representor

1

O'Sullivan

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing to let you know that | strongly oppose any plan to create a
traveller site in Barkway. The village is in a conservation area and
contains many historic buildings. It is noted as one of the most
attractive villages in the area. | can only imagine that the proposal to
house a site for travellers in the village as the spiteful act of someone
who is not fortunate enough to live somewhere nice themselves. itis
completely unsuitable for nearly every reason. Where next, The Mall!

| wrote to you on 1 Dec 2007 with my initial thoughts on this matter. |
would like to add the following:

| continue to strongly object to the proposed traveller site in Barkway
because:

Barkway is a village of around 600 people. It has a First school (up to
year 4) with around 30 children, a church, a pub, a recreation ground
with some play equipment for young children and two football pitches,
and a village hall. It has no shop, no doctor or dentist, an infrequent
bus service to the nearest town 6 miles away and little local
employment. It therefore lacks almost all the facilities that the
government and the travellers say are important for a suitable site.

Barkway is one of North East Herts' most picturesque villages. It is in a
conservation area with many historic buildings. It is also surrounded by
agricultural land and woodland. Placing a traveller site on the edge of
the village would spoil one of the best preserved historic rural
communities in this part of Hertfordshire as well as spoiling the
surrounding countryside.

| would urge you to reject Barkway as a potential site.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section
08/1334 1 Welch NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1335 1 Smith NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1336 1 Smith NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1337 1 Dalton NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We are writing to you to voice our strong objections to the siting of a
traveller Encampment outside Barkway village (NH73 & NH72). The
lack of local amenities, very limited public transport, no shops or
Doctors surgery and only limited first school places, with no likelihood
of future resources being funded by local or central government, make
a possible location here very short sighted.

The two areas are outside of the existing village envelope and will
encroach on agriculture land and or disrupt the flora and fauna being
currently encouraged by government funded schemes such as
stewardship that we as farmers are implementing.

We hope the District Council and East of England assembly are
successful in finding a more suitable site.

As a resident of Barkway, | write to state my objection to the proposed
sites which have been proposed for the village of Barkway. As a
village, we have no facilities to accommodate the needs of residents
not to mention travellers with families. There is no shop, doctor or
adequate public transport with only a small school currently only able
to met immediate local needs. It is therefore my opinion that Barkway
would be totally unsuitable for any such proposal and should
immediately be removed from the list of possible sites.

As a resident of Barkway, | write to state my objection to the proposed
sites which have been proposed for the village of Barkway. Apart from
the village being totally unsuitable, who is going to incur the massive
expense for installing sewer, road, water and electricity facilities? It
would seem a logical conclusion to extend existing sites where such
facilities are already available rather than impose additional costs on
the taxpayer. There are no facilities within the village of Barkway. We
have no shop, doctors surgery and very limited public transport. The
small school meets the needs of local children and would not be able
to cope with an additional influx of children some of whom would no
doubt need additional attention. It is therefore my opinion that
Barkway would be totally unsuitable for any such proposal and should
immediately be removed from the list of possible sites.

Proposed Travellers' Sites

Your authority, as the one responsible for finding sites for travellers,
needs to reply to this letter in detail. | will view a letter that does not
answer my points specifically, or a letter that abdicates responsibility
and refers me elsewhere, as the action of a body who has the authority



305

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments

to impose requirements on citizens without the responsibility for the
results of such decisions, and does so in a way which makes it
unaccountable to the local electorate.

I understand that there is a proposal to site perhaps two travellers'
pitches at the southern end of Barkway Village; in addition to other
rural villages throughout Hertfordshire and England.

Specific points in relation to Barkway

1. Site NH73 appears to be located on, or next to a large industrial
sized chicken farm with a large factory building on it.

2. Point 1 must be undesirable with the ever present threat of avian flu
and other bird related diseases. Gypsy / travellers keep pets and
perhaps chickens. With the location of approximately 15 families so
close to each other and the chicken unit. A mobile community is more
likely to transmit these diseases.

3. Has DEFRA been consulted? Have they given their assurance that
this will not be a problem?

4. Site NH72 is located on or not next to a garage and workshops also
a small house, 'Greenway', with an elderly couple living in it. Is the
garage owner happy with this? It is also close to the chicken unit as in
2 above.

5. The map used does not appear to correlate with the actual
Ordnance Survey. There are buildings shown which do not appear to
be in the correct place. It may be based on an old drawing, please
confirm you are aware of this.

6. There is no problem of illegal encampments in the area, although
this proposal may well encourage it.

7. Have the gypsy / travellers been asked if they wish to be located
here?

8. The proposed sites are not within reasonable distance of most basic
services.

9. There is no shop in Barkway. The post office and small store is in
Barley, 3 miles away. It is not suitable for a weekly family shop.

10. There is no GP in Barkway and the one in Barley is full.

11. The bus service is infrequent and little used.

12. Casual agricultural work in the area is negligible the land is
generally used for cereal crops not fruit and vegetables.

13. There is also a very large stud farm to the north of the village
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Rep ID

08/1338

Repno. Representor

1

Frapporti

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

which never uses casual labour. Nor does the Cokenach estate next to
it.

14. have the Police been consulted and are they happy with the
possibility of an increase in crime? The village is certainly not happy.

General points

1. Environmentally, placing pitches in rural village locations will
increase carbon emissions because the Gypsy / Travellers will have to
travel further to shop and work, than if they are close to large
conurbations.

2. There appears to be a need for these pitches to accommodate a
waiting list of Gypsy / Travellers. By providing these pitches it will only
be serve to encourage others to adopt the lifestyle and also to pitch
illegally in the area. This will tend to exacerbate the problem rather
than ease it.

3. Although | would not wish to visit this proposal on any community.
This proposal appears to be the politically easy option because it is
believed that there will be less resistance in small village communities
than on the edge of larger towns and cities.

4. Why should green belt be more important than a green field?
Again this appears to be the easier political option.

5. Why for example was the deserted petrol station between Royston
and Baldock not considered? It could be used as has been the case in
Royston recently, where a petrol station has been built on to provide
housing.

We are writing to ask for the two sites in Barkway to be removed from
the list of possible traveller sites. These sites are unsuitable for the
accommodation of travellers. Barkway doesn't meet any of the criteria
for sites laid down by the government. There are further reasons why a
site in this area would be undesirable.

We quote the government report Protected Areas Criteria "The site
should avoid any other Protected Areas: Conservation areas". Barkway
is an ancient settlement, in a rural conservation area which contains a
large proportion of historic and listed structures. it is situated within a
gently rolling landscape of open fields and ancient woodland of high
visual impact. Everything we want to change or add to our houses and
gardens needs planning permission. There are strict limitations on new
development and no development is allowed in the rural areas
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments

surrounding the village. How can a travellers site be allowed, if local
people and young people, who want to stay cannot even get building
plots for new houses in the village?

Another quote from the report Future USe Criteria: " The site should
allow for future expansion" . Again this would mean that travellers
would be allowed to expand their site, while the village itself cannot
expand due to planning regulations. Such an unequal situation would
create a lot of tension between local residents and travellers. In
addition Barkway would become more and more a travellers site and
less a village.

We quote again - Accessibility of Services: "Locations in or near
existing settlements with access to local services Eg. schools, doctors,
there should be convenient access to public transport" Barkway has no
retail or medical facilities in the village and an irregular bus service to
such facilities. Although both a shop and medical facilities are
available in Barley, it is approx 3 miles away with an irregular bus
service (none on Sundays). The shop is small and most people in the
village go to the tesco in Royston for their daily needs and use the
shop in Barley for small things. The doctors surgery in Barley is do over
stretched that they are no longer taking on new patients. The closest
surgery still accepting patients is in Royston, approx 5.5 miles away
with a similar irregular and inconvenient bus service. It is also worth
noting that neither of these surgeries are open on weekends, with
Cambridge or Stevenage being the closest hospitals, with again
virtually no bus service.

Criteria for Neighbouring Uses: "Site size should be considered in
context: undue burden on the local infrastructure should be avoided
and the site should be compatible with the scale of the local
settlement. The potential for noise and other disturbance from the
movement of vehicles to and from the site, the stationing of vehicles
on the site and on-site business's activities should be minimised". The
size of each of the sites NH72 & NH73 as depicted in Scott Wilson
Report, occupies an area almost one third to half the area occupied by
the entire village of Barkway. Such a huge site clearly must have a
disproportionate impact on our small community and pretty village.

There fore Barkway does not meet any of the criteria for sites laid down
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Rep ID

08/1339

Repno. Representor

1

Frazer

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

by the Government. Barkway is not on any travellers routes, any extra
sites should be placed on areas with a strong travellers tradition and
not just stuck anywhere.

There are some other reasons why we, as local residents think that a
site in Barkway is undesirable. We enjoy and use the footpaths and
bridleways around Barkway extensively. We have noticed that existing
travellers sites in other areas are not always the tidiest places,
indicating an absence of control.

In addition, by situating a travellers site in such an attractive area, we
feel there is the real possibility that the travellers might not move on
and build semi-permanent houses on their pitches (maybe without
planning permission). Again we have experienced a precedent while
living in the Netherlands where travellers built comfortable detached
bungalow house on their pitches and surrounding land , while local
people were not able to achieve the same. In our perception, this
traveller site allocation scheme makes available a substantial area of
valuable lane in our village to a specific group with a certain
background, which leaves us with feelings of frustration and unfairness.

In view of all of the above we trust that you agree that Barkway is not a
suitable location for a travellers site according to the Government
criteria and would cause distress and felling's if unfair treatment
amongst ourselves and other local villagers. It should therefore be
removed from the list.

| write to object to the proposal that Barkway be considered as a
potential traveller's site, for the following reasons:

1. The criteria for provision of shop and medical facilities

cannot be met.

2. Public transport is irregular and extremely limited.

3. The impact on a small village school would be disruptive,

with intermittent requirement for children of the traveller affecting the
curriculum on an irregular basis.

4. Sewerage and drainage capability is questionable.
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Rep ID
08/1340

08/1341

Repno. Representor

1

1

Prout

Murphy

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

With reference to the above | would like to express my disapproval at
the possibility of the provision of such sites in Barkway. After reading
the criteria selection it is quickly apparent that Barkway does not begin
to meet even the basic needs in a number of ways there are no shops,
medical facilities are 3 miles away, at an already overstretched
surgery, which | believe is closed to new patients, there is an irregular
bus service - none on Sundays. Travellers in general, by the very
nature of the word are transient - they do have there preferred routes
into, out of and around the country - this nature of behaviour will in
itself create problems with any children attending school - specialist
tuition maybe needed and | feel that this loss of educational resource
for this purpose would be detrimental and disruptive to the existing
pupils. There is also the cost of the provision of basic utilities and sites
-  would not wish any part of my Council Tax to be used for such site
provision to meet the directive of an un-elected body - albeit acting on
behalf of Government to meet targets set by Europe. Ireland and
Eastern European countries are already more than happy to pass their
Traveller population onto other countries and unfortunately we have
become the dumping ground.

We would like to register our deep concern over the two potential
Gypsy / Traveller sites for Barkway.

It seems to us that this is wholly unsuitable location for this kind of
occupation, particularly as there are practically no facilities in the
vicinity to support such a site. Barkway village has no shops, no
doctor's surgery and very little public transport. The nearest village
with facilities (Barley) is a couple of miles away but due to the
dangerous road layout it is not possible to walk there safely.

We have been informed that the research company that identified
Barkway referred to Barkway as a town - this begs the question as to
whether the village has been visited and properly assessed.
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Rep ID
08/1343

08/1344

Repno. Representor

1

1

Eatwell

MacKay

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
I wish to put on record my reasons for the abandonment of plans to
consider Gypsy / Traveller sites in Barkway.

As an 86 year old resident with no personal transport, | am well aware
of the lack of services, e.g. doctor, shop, post office, transport, etc.

If large, or small, numbers of travellers were to take up residence in this
currently unsuitable location, | feel the only way to cope with the
numbers would be more provision of essential services for the village.

We wish to object most strongly to the proposal to locate a travellers'
site at Barkway. We believe that Barkway is a wholly unsuitable
location for such a site for a number of reasons:

Location. We have lived in this village for 15 years and the first time

we were aware that there was a problem with travellers here was when
we read about the results of the consulting exercise that had
recommended Barkway as a possible site. From my discussion with
contacts involved with the District and County administration, |
understand that there is a problem of accommodation for travellers
further west in the county but not here on the eastern edge, so it seems
wholly wrong to be seeking a solution where there is no problem.

Facilities. In creating such a site, | am sure that the travellers
themselves would agree that they have to have convenient access to
key services, especially medical and retail. As the nearest shop and
medical services are at a minimum three miles from the proposed sites
then again, | believe Barkway is far from being a satisfactory site.

Schooling. Barkway does have a small first school, which is dependent
on intake of children from the village, as well as further afield. With
one of us Clerk to the School Governors and our daughter as a pupil,
we know it is a small school with limited capacity or experience to deal
with transient pupils. It is more than likely that the presence of
travellers will place substantial strain on the operation of the school as
well damaging its appeal to children coming from outside the village,
with severe financial consequences and risk of damage to the village
community.

Conservation. Barkway is one of a number of villages in NE Herts and
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Rep ID

08/1345

Repno. Representor

1

Holbrow

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

North Essex highly valued for their historic importance, architectural
merit and unspoilt countryside. Whilst we accept that a village should
not stand still, we cannot accept that the addition of a travellers' site is
compatible with the aims of conservation as recognised in the village
being a designated conservation area. Rather, such an action will be
damaging to this by placing an inevitable blight on the village.

In summary we would advise you that location, absence of essential
facilities, the impact on the school and incompatibility with the
conservation area status of the village make Barkway a most
inappropriate location for a travellers' site.

We would ask that these four substantial grounds of objection be fully
taken into account in making a decision on the location of the required
travellers' sites.

| am writing to you to voice my concerns over the possibility of
travellers sites being located in Barkway.

These sites do not meet the criteria for selection in a number of ways.
The most important is that of accessibility of services. Whilst Barkway
does have a school, it is small and the potential impact on the school
having to accommodate children presumably for intermittent periods
and possibly, individual tuition is going to cause disruption to already
busy staff and the possible damage to pupils education, confidence
and well-being. Barkway has no shops or Doctors surgery, both are 3
miles away and public transport is limited. | understand that the barley
surgery is no longer accepting new patients. The nearest hospitals with
A & E departments are Stevenage and Cambridge, again with little
possibility of public transport.

Periodically there is a strong odour adjacent to the site and i question
whether the existing sewer and drainage systems would be able to
cope.

I am at a loss to understand why, when the Council is proposing to
close Wheatsheaf Meadow House because of Barkways lack of vital
services, it should consider the possibility of developing a travellers
site.
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Rep ID
08/1346

Repno. Representor

1

Richardson

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I understand that there is a proposal to site two travellers' pitches in
Barkway Village. | am writing to protest about this proposal because
Barkway village is totally unsuitable for the following key reasons.

The proposed sites are not within a reasonable distance of the most
basic services.

This is a conservation area.

There is no shop in Barkway and the nearest post office and small store
is in Barley, 3 miles away.

The bus service is infrequent so access out of the village is very
limited.

There is no GP practice in Barkway and the Barley Practice list is
closed.

The local primary school is a very successful small school and the
balance would be completely altered with a large influx of children.
There is no room for a special unit to be attached to the school which
is often needed for travellers' children.

This is not a natural travellers' route so historically Barkway is not a
place where they would want to stop.

Please do not let an indiscriminate decision ruin a beautiful part of
rural England and please do ensure my comments and protest are
noted.
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Rep ID
08/1347

Repno. Representor

2

Mitchell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Any siting in Barkway would be totally inappropriate for a village which
is not only in a rural conservation area, but also contains a large
number of listed and historic buildings. Additionally it is not on any of
the traditional travellers routes.

It is obvious to any resident of Barkway that various requirements as set
out in the Recommended Policy Criteria, would not be satisfied.
Barkway has no retail shops nor any medical facilities and whilst the
nearest location that does is situated some 3 miles away in Barley, the
only public transport available between these villages is a very
sporadic bus service. In any event, the patient list at the doctors
practice has already been closed.

Bus services to and from Royston, (Some 5.5miles away) are likewise
extremely irregular and the surgeries there are closed over the
weekend. The nearest hospitals are at Cambridge and Stevenage and
the same transport problems apply.

As for educational needs, Barkway primary school is small as are the
number of staff available to teach and should any of the traveller
children attend on an intermittent basis, as would naturally be likely,
this would cause additional staffing difficulties as well as disruption to
the routine of the regular pupils.

Regarding Site Conditions, these would be violated by the fact that
immediately adjacent to the possible site suggested in Barkway is a
business which regularly emits unpleasant strong odours across the
surrounding area. | can vouch for this, living myself within several
hundred metres from the business concerned.

Quite apart from basic criteria requirements not having been met, it
has been reported that the issue of the Consultants report has already
created a negative effect on local house prices.

For the aforementioned reasons it is important that Barkway is removed
from the list of possible traveller sites as soon as possible.
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Rep ID
08/1348

Repno. Representor

1

Cockerton

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing in connection with the proposal to put two travellers sites
in Barkway.

| fail to understand but it seems as appropriate to locate travellers in a
remote part of the country such as Barkway. The obvious problems are
that Barkway dies not have the facilities to support the population it
already has. We have no Doctors surgery or local shop and the village
school dies not have room or the staff to support an influx of more
children. Apart from this, my main concern is how much consultation
had taken place with the travellers? Are they aware of the remote
location that you propose to site them? The travellers need to earn a
living as do we all, where will they obtain work to support there
families? Certainly not in Barkway and the surrounding villages. Are
they aware that you propose to put them in a location which has no
infrastructure in place to cope with the influx. Its my guess that the
travelling community would not wish to be put into such a remote
location and would prefer to be stied in an area that already has the
infrastructure to support their needs or an existing site that can be
increased in size.

In summary, the needs of the travellers as well as Barkway residents
needs to be taken into account.

Can | please have confirmation that you have received my letter and
therefore my concerns.
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Rep ID
08/1348

Repno. Representor

3

Cockerton

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to register my disbelief and strong objections that you can
be considering putting any sites in Barkway.

Firstly Barkway does not meet all the criteria suggested in the Scott
Wilson report. We don't have a doctors surgery in Barkway. There is
one in Barley which has so many patients we cannot get on ourselves
and have to travel to Buntingford for the doctors. There is no regular
and reliable bus route either.

Our village school (which my three children attend) is small and
cannot cope with unruly, disruptive children who will only be attending
when and if they feel like it. The school has been running and
educating the children of Barkway and surrounding villagers for
hundreds of years but | know for criteria, that with gypsy children as
pupils, would see the closure of the school as people take their
children out to send them to other schools in the area.

| am sure that the gypsies do not want to be in Barkway which is a very
quiet rural area and that they would prefer to be in a larger and more
built-up area for means of work and travel etc.

Please con you confirm if anyone actually visited Barkway before
putting it forward as a possible site or did they just stick a pin in a
map?
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Rep ID
08/1349

08/1350

Repno. Representor

1

1

Richardson

Chambers

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I understand that there is a proposal to site two travellers' pitches in
Barkway Village. | am writing to protest about this proposal because
Barkway village is totally unsuitable for the following key reasons.

The proposed sites are not within a reasonable distance of the most
basic services.

This is a conservation area.

There is no shop in Barkway and the nearest post office and small store
is in Barley, 3 miles away.

The bus service is infrequent so access out of the village is very
limited.

There is no GP practice in Barkway and the Barley Practice list is
closed.

The local primary school is a very successful small school and the
balance would be completely altered with a large influx of children.
There is no room for a special unit to be attached to the school which
is often needed for travellers' children.

This is not a natural travellers' route so historically Barkway is not a
place where they would want to stop.

Please do not let an indiscriminate decision ruin a beautiful part of
rural England and please do ensure my comments and protest are
noted.

We wish to register our strong objection to the proposed gypsy /
traveller sites being proposed in Barkway, North Herts. We consider
that Barkway is not an appropriate location for sites such as this due to
the lack of services within the village i.e. there is no shop, no doctors'
surgery, and only a small infant school and infrequent public transport
links to nearby towns where these services can be obtained. It would
seem more appropriate for the new sites to be situated in locations
nearby existing services rather than within small rural communities.

I hope that you take our concerns seriously and that Barkway is
removed from the list of proposed sites.



317

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID
08/1355

Repno. Representor

1

Serdean

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We have been give to understand that, as an unelected body, you
have identified two sites in Barkway and one in Reed for Gypsy Sites.
We would like to OBJECT in the strongest possible terms for the
following reasons:-

1. Barkway is a CONSERVATION VILLAGE. The sites

proposed are totally against current Planning Law and detrimental to
the Village as a whole.

2. Access would be onto unsuitable lanes/roads.

3. One site backs onto Chicken Houses and therefore would be
affected by odour pollution.

4. There is no adequate bus service, one bus out of the village

in the morning and one back in the evening. slightly more frequent
on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

5. The Local Infant School is already at saturation point. The
other schools are some five miles away.

6. There are no essential services available without great

expense to the tax paying public.

7. The Local Doctors, nearest in barley (some three miles

away), are no longer taking on patients - they are full.

8. There are no shops whatsoever. There is a Village Shop in
Barley otherwise one has to go some four to five miles to Buntingford
or Royston.

9. The burden of the village would be intolerable, creating

noise, disturbance, movement of vehicles and their business activities
would be unacceptable in a Conservation Village.

10. The Wildlife now using the sites would be destroyed beyond
redemption.

11. The Police are non-existent in this area. What guarantees

can be given should a gypsy site be set up.

Therefore this proposal does not, in our opinion, meet the
recommended Policy Criteria in any way whatsoever.

FINALLY, it is outrageous to blight this Village, the properties and it
inhabitants with this proposal until 2011. This Village should be
removed immediately from any discussions or list.
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Rep ID
08/1356

Repno. Representor

1

Burchell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| was extremely surprised and concerned to hear that two possible sites
had been proposed and registered in the historic village of Barkway. |
understand that such was the lack of knowledge of the consultants that
they referred to it as a town. To base a site on the edge of the village
would have a significant detrimental effect on the houses and the

local people of Barkway and the surrounding villages. To have a
caravan site next to many beautiful and historic building would be
horrific. | do not know what "consulting" was carried out but even the
smallest effort would have indicated that the proposed sites do not
meet the criteria set down in "The recommended Policy Criteria".
Access to the primary road network would not be satisfactory, nor would
other criteria apply. Where has consideration for accessibility of
services been reviewed? There are no shops, there is only a small
school and the medical centre can only cope with the current
population. There are many other issues that could be raised but
none that would suggest the local area would benefit from the use of
the land for the purpose now being proposed - indeed | cannot think of
anything other than an extremely detrimental impact on the area.

The proposal must be opposed and removed from the register as soon
as possible.
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Rep ID
08/1357

08/1358

Repno. Representor

1

1

Burchell

Nottage

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| was extremely surprised and concerned to hear that two possible sites
had been proposed and registered in the historic village of Barkway. |
understand that such was the lack of knowledge of the consultants that
they referred to it as a town. To base a site on the edge of the village
would have a significant detrimental effect on the houses and the

local people of Barkway and the surrounding villages. To have a
caravan site next to many beautiful and historic building would be
horrific. | do not know what "consulting" was carried out but even the
smallest effort would have indicated that the proposed sites do not
meet the criteria set down in "The recommended Policy Criteria".
Access to the primary road network would not be satisfactory, nor would
other criteria apply. Where has consideration for accessibility of
services been reviewed? There are no shops, there is only a small
school and the medical centre can only cope with the current
population. There are many other issues that could be raised but

none that would suggest the local area would benefit from the use of
the land for the purpose now being proposed - indeed | cannot think of
anything other than an extremely detrimental impact on the area.

The proposal must be opposed and removed from the register as soon
as possible.

We have just had a meeting in our village (Barkway) concerning this as
one of the proposed sites for travellers and gypsies. | have lived in the
village since 1962 and my husband was born here. | think the idea of
such a proposal is frightening knowing what has happened in otherwise
unspoilt rural areas. We have nothing here to sustain such a
community. Shops none, doctor none only in nearest town, local
buses not many and some cuts proposed for the new year. | know this
proves difficult as | don't drive. The school in the village is small, and
the village has seen little development due to many houses dated

back to the 17 century. | also think the wildlife in the area should be
looked at as | believe there are such things as great crested newts and
other protected species.
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Rep ID
08/1359

08/1360

Repno. Representor

1

1

Blake

Warsham

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We wish to object in the strongest possible terms to this proposal, which
we feel is entirely unsuited to this particular village and its environs.
The following are some of the reasons for this opinion. Our local
doctor has a surgery located, not in Barkway, but in village which is
three miles distant. It is already over-subscribed and can
accommodate no more patients. The local primary school is restricted
and is also full. There is no shop in the village at all. There is a very
limited public transport bus service into the town of Royston where
these facilities exist and which is five miles away from the village. It
would be far more logical to place the Travellers site nearer to the
town of Royston, which is well served with doctors, a train station,
schools, shops, a sports centre and all amenities which could possibly
be needed by the Travelling Community. There are also job
opportunities in Royston where none exist in Barkway at all. Due to
the fact that very few houses in Barkway have a garage, there is a great
deal of on-street parking and associated safety concerns. Any further
volume of traffic passing to and fro through the village would only add
to the health and safety problems therein. We would ask you to
consider the above, and perhaps to locate the sites within the environs
of the well-served town of Royston.

The intended development of two travellers sites on the village of
Barkway is an uncomfortable bit of news for my family and | to have
learnt. | own the poultry unit on the southern side of Barkway, very
close to the proposed development and can not over emphasis my
dismay at the prospect of the potential dangers | may incur, primarily
the spread of Avian flu. Although there is no direct relationship
between travellers and the disease, my concern lies with typical pets -
including poultry for eggs - that may be kept in the development. This
is my primary concern which contributes to my disapproval for the
development of these sites and | trust is something to be considered
when making a final decision. If you would like to pursue a better
understanding of Avian flu please contact me and | shall gladly discuss
this issue.
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Rep ID
08/1366

Repno. Representor

1

Tomkins

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
I am writing with regard to the proposed new travellers sites, outlined
in the recently prepared Scott Wilson Northern & Eastern Hertfordshire
scoping report. There are 2 potential sites identified in our village of
Barkway, an ancient settlement in a rural conservation area,
equidistant to Buntingford and Royston, ¢ 10-15 minutes drive from
each. | am surprised that Barkway is considered a suitable place for
travellers to live, as there are a number of criteria outlined in the Scott
Wilson report which it does not meet, namely:-
There is no shop in the village. The nearest shop is in Barley and it is
a small convenience store, not big enough to do a weekly shop. There
is no regular bus to Barley and it is too far to walk for most people and
for those who are happy to walk 2 to 3 miles there are no pavements
on the winding road, making it rather dangerous.
There is not doctor's surgery in the village. The nearest is also in
Barley but they are not taking on any new patients. The closest
surgery still accepting new patients is in Royston, 5.5 miles away and
difficult to get to without your own transport.
The village has one school, which is a primary school and very small.
They would find it very difficult to accommodate a group of new
children without government funding to increase the size of the school
and employ additional teaching staff.
The 2 proposed sites as shown on the OS map either side of the
junction of High Street and Buckland Road are at the southern end of
the village. This can be subject to rather nasty odours if the wind is
blowing in the wrong direction, from a nearby chicken farm and also
the sewage works. The latter might not be capable of handling the
increased levels of sewage.
Given the lack of facilities in the village and the lack of convenient
public transport, | do feel that a group of travellers would be better off
in a larger settlement with adequate public services and suggest that
Barkway is taken off the list.
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Rep ID
08/1367

Repno. Representor

1

Williams

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

My wife and | are recent inhabitants of the village of Barkway and | am
writing to very strongly object to the proposed selection of Barkway
having a Travellers site. Apart from the obvious detrimental affect on
the village such as a downward trend in property prices in the area.
Barkway in my opinion does not meet any of the criteria for suitable
Traveller Sites' and | will list the unsuitable reasons below

1. The nearest shop to Barkway is 2.8 miles away

2. The bus service for the Barkway area is very infrequent and does not
operate at all on Sundays

3. The village school is very small with a full compliment of children

and only caters for children up to nine years.

4. The site is 3.1 miles from the local doctors surgery which already
has full book and is not taking on new patients

5. My wife and | will not feel safe

6. | will probably be faced with higher insurance cost due to the added
risk of theft and vandalism

7. There is a large chicken farm along side one location which is
associated with odour, although my main concern here is if there is an
outbreak of bird flu. The travellers as almost certain to transfer the virus
elsewhere should they move on.

8. Both locations are rich in wildlife, flora and fauna and the village
itself is a conservation area.

9. The area is not associated with casual labour which | understood is
how Travellers survive.

10. The sewage works for this area is situated at a higher level then the
search location and therefore a pumping station would have to be
constructed to service the site.
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Rep ID
08/1368

Repno. Representor

1

Maxted

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| recently attended a meeting regarding the above proposed sites in
our area and wish to lodge my strong opposition to them. The whole
matter has caused unnecessary worry to the local community in the
insensitive way it is being handled. The first anyone heard of the
matter was to read it in the local Royston Crow. Surely with some
thought to the local residents this could have been handled more
sympathetically. The areas chosen are not at all suitable for the
following reasons because they do not meet the recommended policy
criteria.

1. Are they aware that Barkway is very much a Village and not

a Town as the services are far more limited in Villages.

2. The areas proposed in Barkway are next to a chicken farm

and as a result there is air pollution.

3. The local school could not accommodate a large increase
children.

4. There are NO shops in Barkway.

5. The local bus service is very infrequent.

6. There is no doctors surgery in Barkway and the nearest at
Barley is full and they are not taking any new patients.

7. The areas are active productive farmland and not scrubland

or brownfield.

8. The area also has a Saxon historical interest as many

artefacts were found on the adjacent land when Barkway Golf Club was
developed.

As all the above are reasons why the above sites should NOT be
chosen | am at a loss to understand why they are on the list at all.
Would you please advise me if all the above points have been
considered and if not can they be as the selection process seems to be
vague and in error of the POLICY CRITERIA.

| await your reply and full explanation of all the points mentioned and
your assurance that Barkway and Reed Joint North have been fully and
thoroughly researched as suitable sites for Gypsies and Travellers.
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Rep ID
08/1369

08/1370

Repno. Representor

1

1

Thalder

Wells

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am very shocked to understand that you are considering Barkway for a
substantial new Gypsy/traveller site. Clearly Barkway and its
surrounding villages do not have the infrastructure to support any
community of new residents.

I have lived locally for over forty years and am bringing up a family
here of my own now. It is 'hard work' to live in such remote beautiful
villages. Everywhere is a 15 minute car journey, usually 20-45 mins.

My household requires two cars to function. | utilise on-line delivery
services wherever possible but am wedded to my car. It is difficult to be
‘green’, difficult to support the local community.

Surely larger groups of new residents will be putting further pressure on
our doctors, on the roads, and increasing traffic on dangerous lanes.
Furthermore | object strongly to a group of people being allowed to
develop 50 acres in an area where most of us struggle to add even
extensions.

Please register my objection to the proposed new sites being in
Barkway on the edge of a village. Surely they can be more
sympathetically homed - for all concerned - on the edge of a town?

It was with great concern to me when | discovered that the village of
Barkway (Not town) has been proposed as a possible sight for Gypsies
and Travellers. This would have a detrimental affect on this quaint
little village which boasts a number of houses of historic value. There
is also concern about the effect such a proposal would have on the
already overstretched health service provided in the village together
with a possible shortage of school places. Buses are virtually non
existent, water is in short supply over the summer months when a hose
pipe is often imposed, resulting in very low pressure. Thisis a
beautiful rural area which cannot possibly benefit from such a
proposal. Quite the opposite.
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Rep ID
08/1371

Repno. Representor

1

Humphreys

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We are totally OPPOSED TO ANY SITES BEING LOCATED AT
BARKWAY and neighbouring villages; our reasons are as follows:-

1. population ration would be to high - Traveller: Locals.

2. No local shops.

3. No healthcare locally, nearest being Royston.

4. Limited public transport, currently services being reduced in
Royston area.

5. Education:- We have only a primary school within village,
irregular pupils would be very disruptive to both pupils and staff
reducing standards of achievement.

6. Employment; it is very questionable what labour skills

travellers could provide locally as Barkway is not a location that
Gypsy's and Travellers come to or even pass through.

7. To provide a site locally would increase vehicle movements
which are not necessary if there is no need for Travellers to be in the
area for employment etc. we thought government policy was to reduce
carbon emissions from vehicles. locally our roads are in an appalling
condition, additional traffic will make them worse.

8. Site Conditions; reading the criteria for sites there are items,
which are very relevant. Firstly, "odour pollution", both sites at
Barkway are adjacent to a high density chicken farm where smells are
emitted regularly. Secondly, "noise pollution" Barkway is directly
under two major flight paths, both Stansted (with increased flights
under consideration) and Luton aircraft fly overhead and Heathrow
uses the area to stack. we trust that consideration be given to our
objections to sites located within Barkway.
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Rep ID
08/1371

08/1371

Repno. Representor

3

5

Humphreys

Humphreys

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Further to previous correspondence we wish to add the following
objections.

Both sites are extremely visible on entering our village. One site is
visible on entering the village from the south on the B1368 which is in
a elevated position, the other is from the west, from the A10 trunk road
at Buckland, this being adjacent to the chicken farm with its obvious
health implications.

From a personal point we fear for our personal and property safety.
There is also the financial costs attributed tot he near proximity of such
sites, ie increase insurance's for home and motor and an adverse
house valuation. Are the council prepared to meet these costs for
pensioners's?

We say NO to any sites being considered locally within this attractive
village and countryside.

Re: Our opposition to Proposed locations for Travellers Sites at
Barkway, Hertfordshire

Firstly, thank you for your reply to our original letter dated 2nd
December 2007.

In your reply you state that, "The areas of potential for Gypsy
accommodation, which were identified in the Scott Wilson report, will
be out for formal consultation in the Council's Land Allocations
Development Plan document 'Issues and Options'. This consultation
will begin in January 2008."

The "Hertfordshire Mercury" reports in their issue dated 21st December
2007 that on Tuesday 18th December 2007, North Herts Council,
cabinet meeting has withdrawn two sites (Ashwell & reed) as being
deemed unsuitable, as they did not meet the criteria for a potential

site. This being the month before you said consultation would begin!

Would you please advise us what criteria each of these two former
potential sites did not meet?

cc Barkway Parish Council
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
08/1372 1 White NH72: Land at London I wish to lodge the following objections to the proposed gypsy traveller
Road, Barkway site in Barkway.

1. There are no local amenities. Post Office, Doctors (full) dentist (full)
2. An increase in traffic we are already suffering overuse of our local
roads and lanes

3. Environmental impact sites soon become scrap yards

4. One already suffers unemployment we don't want to add to the list.
5. We don't want to see Barkway follow in the footsteps of Cottenham
or Potton & many many more.

| could continue but suffice to say absolutely NO

08/1373 1 NH72: Land at London | feel that Traveller sites being located in Barkway would add more

Road, Barkway problems to the community. As | see it local village's over the years
have become commuter villages, the easy access to Royston station for
Kings Cross, Stansted Airport and Cambridge have made the area
unstable. The influx of travellers would only add more unstability to
the area. Barkway has not shops, one privately run Public House, a
school which would become very vulnerable if infiltrated by more
children. | can see no possible reason for travellers to benefit if
located in Barkway.
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Rep ID
08/1374

08/1375

Repno. Representor

1

1

Penning

Staff

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| wish to protest most strongly over the decision to include 2 sites in
Barkway, arising out of the Scott Wilson report. Without going into the
whole area of how we should cater for the needs of travellers, | regard
Barkway as completely and totally inappropriate as a proposed site. its
failure to meet even the stated basic criteria makes its selection
ludicrous. It has a small village school, no shops, no medical facilities,
and intermittent bus services, soon to be reduced. | attended a
meeting at NHDC offices recently when the question was asked as to
why Royston was unsuitable, given all of its facilities, and the fact that
there is an absence of green belt around it. The answer given
appeared to say that it had been discarded as unsuitable because it
was unsuitable! | would like to enquire if the same circular answer is
applicable for Barley, which has both shop and surgery? If two arable
field locations can be plucked out of the air for Barkway, then why not
for Barley, or more or less anywhere? It was also stated at the meeting
that there had been no consultations with traveller communities.
Barkway is not on traveller routes. Who pays for site services for a site
never or rarely used? How is it that an assessment of accommodation
needs of gypsies and travellers comes up with two sites in a small
village where there appears to be no proven need?

With regard to the proposed provision of sites for Travellers within
Hertfordshire (Barkway). We would like to draw your attention to
following facts.

Barkway is an ancient linear VILLAGE full of high value houses, with
NO SHOP - NO DOCTOR - One well heeled Public House, an infant
school & several businesses all surrounded by CULTIVATED FARM
LAND with the proposed site being adjacent to a Broiler Farm with very
obvious odours.

The threat of this wholey unsuited site being thrust into the midst of a
gented & elderly biased community, is a prospect viewed with
complete horror especially when we have first hand knowledge of what
can happen when such sites are provided (costessey Round Well in
Norwich being a case in point) decimating house values, if indeed one
would be able to sell at all.

Our village school already hard pressed to cope with the needs of our
own children, will beat severe risk for income brackets in this area
would no doubt result in mass exodus to other schools making the
facility untamable and yet another casualty in our village's dwindling
facilities. Reduced bus services & the decommissioning of provision for
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Rep ID

08/1375

Repno. Representor

3

Staff

Agent Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
our elderly being the latest in a long line.

A. The site is unsuitable because it is adjacent to a Broiler Farm

B. Bus services already limited are set to reduce considerably.

C. The nearest village shop is over two miles away along roads
unsuitable for pedestrians

D. The nearest Doctor taking new patients is in Royston over 5 miles
away & emergency cover is at best half an hour by car.

E. Our popular village school would be unable to provide adequate
special needs teaching having a very limited staff & puts the facility
and standard of results at severe risk.

F. A well maintained site for Travellers with room to expand exists at
Codicote on a recognised Travellers Route which we feel would be
much more sensible.

We strongly urge you to reconsider as we feel the Barkway is entirely
unsuitable for the proposed site. Are quite frankly horrified with the
inaccuracies of the report regarding our village, for in this day and age
there is no excuse for costing thousands to produce such utter rubbish
and we urge the government strongly not to use people who obviously
don't know fact from fiction again.

| am writing to express my deep concern over the proposed travellers
site to be situated in Barkway. Having attended the public meeting, it
is very obvious that the survey commissioned is flawed and inaccurate.
Barkway is not a town but a linear village, and the description of

being surrounded in part by scrubland is also untrue.

The small village school, I consider, is unable to support, and supply,
the possible extra time, and facilities and expertise that an influx of
children of various ages and ability would require.

The nearest shop and post office is at least 2% miles from the
proposed site and the nearest available medical facilities are in
Royston.

As | understand it, true gypsies or travellers are of Romany descent.
How many of the proposed travellers meet this description?

| consider that the designated site is wholly inappropriate, and non
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Rep ID

08/1376

08/1377

Repno. Representor

1

1

Turpin

Sharpe

Agent Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

cost-effective to the area and Barkway village in particular. | sincerely
hope that after due consideration the proposed site will be rejected.

| strongly object to a travellers site in Barkway since it is a conservation
area and we all have to abide by the do's and don't's, | don't
understand how such an encampment ties in with the conservation
theme. There are many elderly people living alone here and | can
imagine that some may feel a little uneasy at the proximity of
neighbours such as these. Important to the travellers themselves is the
distance they would have to travel for work, shopping or a doctor, the
bus service is poor and likely to get worse since it is used mostly by
non-paying pensioners.

There are many other reasons why Barkway is completely unsuitable as
a site for the Travellers to settle but | think the most important one is
the affect it will have on the future of the village, young people will no
longer consider it a good place to bring up children thus leaving it a
place of oldies.

| am writing about the proposed Gypsy and Traveller sites around
Barkway. | oppose them for the following reasons

1. Where are the roads wide enough to accommodate their vehicles?
2. Where are the GP's, District Nurses etc to look after these people?
3. Where are the Police to monitor Crime Rates in the area?

4. Where are the schools for their children?

5. Where is the sanitation?

I can think of many other objections, not least that | am Registered
Disabled and live on my own & shall feel very vulnerable.
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Rep ID
08/1378

08/1379

Repno. Representor

1

1

Armitage

Powell

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I have lived in Buckland for 26 years at Hodenhoc Manor within the
North Herts boundary, so consequently am extremely familiar with this
lovely rural area of Hertfordshire and it's pretty villages. | am also very
much aware that in some ways the local amenities have lessened over
the years, and now fall very short of the mark. The local schools,
although excellent are small, the doctor surgeries are oversubscribed,
village shops and Post Offices have closed, and the bus services are
few and far between. On the basis of this perceptions, | am strongly of
the opinion that the proposed travellers site at Barkway is totally
inappropriate as many new incomer's with children would require more
amenities than this area is able to provide.

Hoping wholeheartedly this proposal will be rejected.

| am writing to you strongly opposing the proposed travellers sites for
Barkway. Reading the criteria for site selection it has become apparent
that Barkway does not begin to meet the basic requirements.

For example:

* There is no shop in Barkway

* There is no doctors surgery in the village

The nearest is in Barley, three miles away. It is overstretched and no
longer taking new patients.

* Barkway does have a school but it is very small, & would not be able
to cope with an increase of traveller's children.

* One site is located next to a Chicken Farm

* Both locations are protected areas, rich in wildlife, flora and fauna.

* Barkway is a conservation area.

For these reasons ( & many more) Barkway has been wrongly chosen
for a travellers sites.

I am therefore asking North Herts District Council not to select the
village of Barkway for the setting up of these sites.
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Rep ID
08/1380

Repno. Representor

1

Mitchell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

As a resident of Barkway, we feel compelled to write to object to the
inclusion of sites in Barkway as possible sites for the location of Gypsy
and traveller families within the Local Development Plan.

To place these sites in Barkway would not be fair to current residents or
to any Gypsy or traveller families who may be located here.

We believe that any proposed site has to meet certain criteria to satisfy
yourselves. In our view these criteria are not met by the proposed sites
in Barkway.

Our points of objection are:

1. This is a small village of 600 people in a rural area and there are

no possibilities of employment for an influx of Gypsies and travellers

2. There are no shop in Barkway and no Post Office

3. There are no medical facilities in Barkway, and the nearest GP
Surgery is in Barley and this is already oversubscribed.

4. The areas referred to are, to our knowledge, home to much wildlife
including owls and hawks.

5. The nearest main road is the A10 and the links from the proposed
sites to the A10 are narrow country roads, unsuitable for large vehicles
6. The provision of public transport to and from Barkway is infrequent
and poor. This raises the question of how any Gypsy and traveller
families located here would access any facilities at all.

7. The village school is tiny and could not deal with any sizeable
increase in pupil numbers.

We hope that the above points will give you cause to reconsider, and
to cease to regard Barkway as a suitable location for the proposed
sites.
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Rep ID
08/1381

08/1382

08/1383

Repno. Representor

1

1

1

Reece

Wilson

Hatley

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

As a resident of Barkway, we feel compelled to write to object to the
inclusion of sites in Barkway as possible sites for the location of Gypsy
and traveller families within the Local Development Plan.

To place these sites in Barkway would not be fair to current residents or
to any Gypsy or traveller families who may be located here.

We believe that any proposed site has to meet certain criteria to satisfy
yourselves. In our view these criteria are not met by the proposed sites
in Barkway.

Our points of objection are:

1. This is a small village of 600 people in a rural area and there are

no possibilities of employment for an influx of Gypsies and travellers

2. There are no shop in Barkway and no Post Office

3. There are no medical facilities in Barkway, and the nearest GP
Surgery is in Barley and this is already oversubscribed.

4. The areas referred to are, to our knowledge, home to much wildlife
including owls and hawks.

5. The nearest main road is the A10 and the links from the proposed
sites to the A10 are narrow country roads, unsuitable for large vehicles
6. The provision of public transport to and from Barkway is infrequent
and poor. This raises the question of how any Gypsy and traveller
families located here would access any facilities at all.

7. The village school is tiny and could not deal with any sizeable
increase in pupil numbers.

We hope that the above points will give you cause to reconsider, and
to cease to regard Barkway as a suitable location for the proposed
sites.

| am writing to say that the proposed Gypsy site in Barkway as we have
no shop, no post office. Most of the people & most of them are elderly
living on their own also the local school has not any places to spare.
There is not any work for them.

I have recently become aware of the recent proposals to accommodate
gypsies and travellers within the village of Barkway. | would like to
present compelling reasons as to why Barkway is not suitable as a
location for gypsies and travellers.

1. The proposed sites are adjacent to Barkway High Street ,

and as such, are next to a conservation boundary which surrounds this
village of great historical importance, there being located an
abundance of listed buildings. It would be aesthetically inappropriate
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments

for traveller sites to be situated in such close proximity.

2. Access to the proposed sites is limited with only a single

track currently in place. | would envisage that this would cause

problems for through traffic and for vehicles requiring to turn. The

surrounding land is primarily agricultural with strong odours in close

proximity to the proposed sites and which could be particularly

unpleasant for the gypsies/travellers.

3. Barkway is a very peaceful village and the extra traffic that

would undoubtedly be created would impact upon pollution and noise
levels, potentially to the dissatisfaction of residents and wildlife.

4. ltis highly likely that children living on the sites would have

an unfavourable impact on the single and small school within the

village, both for the existing children that attend and the teachers that

would have to accommodated the new intake.

5. The village does not have the infrastructure to support

gypsies/travellers. There are no amenities in close proximity. The

nearest hospitals are at least 15 miles away, either Cambridge or

Stevenage. The closest surgery in Barley, 3 miles distant is already

over burdened. There are irregular bus services and none on Sundays.
There are no shops or public services within the village and the
nearest train station is in Royston, over five miles away. This would be
incompatible with the gypsy/traveller lifestyle.

6. The proposals put forward by Scott Wilson consultants have

already had a negative effect on house prices in Barkway and it is

apparent that they have not surveyed the area according to the criteria
they set out when proposing sites. The proposals have created

concern and anxiety within the village with the prospect of many years
passing before resolution of this matter. This clearly impacts on future
progression of the village for the foreseeable future.

7. Barkway is not part of an existing traveller route and this
decreases this likelihood of gypsies/travellers wanting to accommodate
land in the Barkway area. | do not believe that installation of
gypsyl/traveller sites would benefit Barkway village and its residents.

| therefore strongly recommend that Barkway is removed from the list of
proposed gypsy/traveller sites.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section
08/1384 1 Bentley NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1385 1 Fortune NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1387 1 Howell NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to you about the meeting we all had at the village hall at
Barkway on the 16th November about the Travellers sites. We are
against it, the reason's why

1. Affect on the value of our home

2. Doctor's surgery

3. The village school is small

4. No shops

5. Bus service

We are writing to object to the proposed traveller sites in Barkway.

The reasons being that there is not a shop within 2 1/2 miles of the site
also no bus stop within a mile. The village school has a full

compliment of Pupils, so there would be a big impact on the school

and would disrupt the children.

We also understand that the doctors surgery which is over 2 miles away
is full and may not take any more patients.

We hope you reconsider the decision to have sites in this picturesque
village.

| know that travellers need places to live but | wouldn't have thought
that this would be a good place. It is a long way from doctor, shop &
other things.

Most of the local shops etc are a distance away and could not cope
with a lot of customers and there would be more travellers than local
people.
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Rep ID
08/1388

Repno. Representor

1

Cruse

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to urge, for the reasons given below, that the name of Barkway

village be removed from the list of places containing possible sites for

Travellers and to ask a few questions.

| understand certain criteria need to be met viz:-

a) Easy access to shops: the nearest is a small village shop 3

miles away.

b) Easy access to a doctor's surgery: the nearest is 3 miles away
and the patient list is full and cannot take extra existing residents.

c) Easy access to a school: Barkway C of E School takes pupils

up to the age 9, is busy and to be required to take an periodically and

temporarily children who are strangers to the area, would cause much

disruption to its work.

d) public transport: this is infrequent with none on Sundays.

Barkway is a linear village with no street lighting along the main street.
A large area which | understand would be lit would have a most

adverse impact on the surroundings which are in a conservation area.

I would like answers to the following questions:-

1. Why are the sites in Barkway considered suitable? And for

whom?

2. would a site be permanently supervised?

3. who would pay for these sites and the running of them?

4. Could we please be told what criteria are listed to meet the

needs of the existing residents?

On this point, | see from the plan supplied that if one of the Barkway

sites is chosen it will be either at the end of our garden and the side of

our property or opposite our house. Would an adequate boundary be

built to prevent incursions by humans and animals?

My husband and | are both 76 and we are finding the worry of this plan
most distressing. We regard our house as providing the cost of our
future care and we fear that a Travellers site so near would devalue it
considerably. Would we receive adequate compensation. Our worry is
shared by others nearby and | understand advice has been given to
delay possible sales until this is resolved. | regard this as an

infringement of our liberties.
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Rep ID
08/1388

08/1389

08/1390

08/1391

Repno. Representor

4

1

1

1

Cruse

Matthews

Scnipps

Dimsdale

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Could I ask you to refer to my earlier letter dated 4th December 2007
to your predecessor Mr Wilson and to his reply dated 10th December.
In view of the vulnerability of our situation, would there be any other
assurances to be offered us in our future?

You will have observed yourself how exposed the proposed sites here
are, both visibly and to the strong winds we frequently experience. |
cannot imagine that any one would contemplate opening a
commercial touring caravan site in such a position.

However, more importantly, we now know that the Travellers/Gypsies
do not wish to come to Barkway. Whether the cost of setting up and
running these sites is to be met by local or by national government, it
is taxpayers' money and the council has a duty to spend this money
wisely. | put it to you that it would be a dereliction of this duty if they
were to commit themselves to providing an unwanted and very
expensive facility.

| therefore submit that the sites NH72 and NH73 should be removed
from the Local Development Plan forthwith.

| await your comments on the points | have raised.

I am currently living in sheltered housing and have been told the
scheme will be closing down due to its unsuitable location. Barkway is
so far away from shops and the doctors and | feel it is not the place to
put a traveller's site. | object to this proposal.

We do not want the Travellers site in Barkway it would be unsuitable. It
is a peaceful village.

| would like to register my opinion that Barkway is an inappropriate
choice for a Travellers sites.

The village has no shop or medical facilities and an irregular bus
service. The main issue, for me is the potential impact on our village
school, which is small with a strong community ethos. As a parent, |
believe that it would be very disruptive to teachers and children to
have to cope with extra children for intermittent periods.

I would like to see Barkway removed from the list of possible sites and
would be grateful if you would inform me of any changes to the current

situation.

I have sent a similar letter to the East of England Regional Assembly.
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Rep ID
08/1392

Repno. Representor

1

Cruse

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
I am writing to put forward my objections to these proposed Traveller
sites and to give reasons why Barkway should not be selected for the
setting up of such sites. Barkway is a small ancient village displaying
the true character and heritage of English villages, and it very much
depends on its setting in the Hertfordshire countryside something which
could easily be destroyed by thoughtless development in or around it.
| believe that by the very criteria laid down for the selection of such
sites Barkway is unsuitable. For example the criteria states that
locations must be near doctors, shops and schools and have
convenient access to public transport. Barkway has no shops. For a
selection of shops Royston Town is nearest at 5 miles. The nearest
doctors surgery is at Barley approx 3 miles away, not open at
weekends, and as | understand it is full and not taking anymore
patients. Our bus service is infrequent and non existent on Sundays.
Our C of E school is small and would I think find it difficult to cope with
an influx of children who would | suppose be transient at say the least.
I have lived in Barkway for 25 years and in that time | have not seen
any travellers in or around Barkway which indicates to me that this is
not natural Traveller territory. It therefore seems to me that it would be
wiser to position these sites in areas which Travellers already frequent
or enlarge existing sites which are already enjoyed by Travellers. As
you will see from the address above my house is surrounded on three
sides by the two sites NH72 and NH73. Whichever site was chosen we
would overlook it. Even with just the proposals envisaged our property
has been devalued to a very large extent. This is very distressing for
my wife and me, as our home represents our wellbeing and will have
to provide financially for us for the rest of our lives. Others are in a
similar position and the whole village is affected to some extent. In all
the documents | have read the concerns of the Travellers are made
paramount, the concerns of the local inhabitants are never mentioned.
Only in Recommended Policy Criteria under clause 5.3 does it state
"Policy must be fair, reasonable, realistic and effective". Surely it
cannot be fair or reasonable to place Traveller sites where it does such
direct harm to others. My wife and | have lived in Hertfordshire for
over fifty years and | hope and trust that the North Herts District Council
will do their very best to redress the imbalance and give equal
consideration to those who have lived here for years and supported this
lovely part of the County.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section Comments
08/1392 4 Cruse NH72: Land at London | am writing to you to put forward objections to these sites which are
Road, Barkway additional to my original letter dated 4.12.07

Although I did point out in my letter that | was not aware of any
gypsyl/travellers in this area over the 25 years | have lived here, it has
now come to light that the gypsy/travellers themselves have no wish to
come to this area. My objection then has to be that to destroy
excellent agricultural land to provide unwanted sites would be a
deliberate misuse of public funds.

To try to make gypsy/travellers use such sites would | suspect be an
infringement of their rights.

Noise may also be trying for anyone living in a caravan. the country is
generally thought to be a peaceful place. here we have an
abundance of aircraft noise to contend with an in additional long
periods, mainly in the spring, the farmers use field guns, and need to
do so, to protect their crops from bird damage. Recently we have had
three of these scarers going all day which is irritating when living
inside a house but | would think much worse inside a caravan.

A further consideration is the exposure of these sites especially during
the late autumn, winter and early spring would be very hard on people
living in caravans.

Altogether | cannot think these sites are suitable for use by
gypsy/travellers and | call upon North Herts District Council to remove
NH72 and NH73 from the Land Development Plan forthwith.

| would appreciate a note confirming your receipt of this letter.

08/1393 1 Cook NH72: Land at London Ref: Travellers site in Barkway
Road, Barkway
| wish to register my disgust at the above proposal. However can the
village accommodate such large numbers of extra people when we
have nothing in the way of shops, a post office, doctor and the little
village school is exactly that.

Barkway has very little to offer these people in the way of employment,
also these sites are close to existing properties. To develop these sites
would be a disaster to the wildlife.
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Rep ID
08/1394

Repno. Representor

1

Whitehead

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to you in order to object to the council's decision to
potentially position a traveller's site in Barkway, North Hertfordshire. |
have read the report composed for North Herts District Council by Scott
Wilson Consultants on this subject, and it is obvious to me that the
criteria required for a traveller's site are not met by building it is
Barkway. Specifically, | believe that the proposed sites (hamely NH72
and NH73) are unsuitable because:

Barkway has no retail facilities.

Barkway has no doctors' surgery.

Barkway is not on a regular bus route.

Barkway lies within a conservation area.

Barkway only has a single school, the running of which

Would be severely tested by the need to accommodate non-permanent
traveller's children.

6. The proposed sites neighbour farmed land that often gives

off a strong smell of agricultural manure.

7. The proposed sites are close to existing housing, leaving

those house-holders of risk of disturbance by the movement of traveller
vehicles.

It is my view that a traveller's site would put undue pressure on an
already thread-bare local infrastructure and that the site would be
totally out of scale compared to Barkway village itself. Moreover, the
sites are not on a traditional traveller route and, as pointed out above,
they would not begin to offer even the barest necessities by a traveller
community. Barkway is a village of rich heritage that is mentioned in
many historic texts. It lies within a conservation area that is rich in
beauty and wildlife. |1 am therefore absolutely astonished that North
Herts District Council could consider positioning an inappropriate
traveller's site so close to what should be viewed as a jewel of the
region. | am of little doubt that putting a traveller so close to the
village would destroy Barkway and as such | vehemently oppose such
destructive action. | would like to hear your views on the traveller's site
proposals put forward by the council, a body that should theoretically
be working on behalf of its' constituents. For that reason, | would
appreciate a response to the points that | have made in this letter.

ar®ONE
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Rep ID
08/1395

08/1396

Repno. Representor

1

1

Vines

Oldfield

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| must protest most strongly against the suggested Travellers Site in the
conservation area in Barkway. This is an area of beauty near the
lovely village of Barkway and a travellers site here would be an act of
vandalism.

Please consider our objections very seriously.

With reference to the proposed sites for travellers in Barkway, we really
do feel that the amenities needed are not to be found here.

The nearest shop is 3 miles away, as is the doctors surgery (which we
believe has closed it books to new patients).

The school is very small and is usually at capacity.

The proposed sites are at a dangerous junction which is used as a rat
run and more traffic would only exacerbate this situation.

Lastly, we live in a rented property so will not be affected by the fall in
house prices and difficulty in selling (which is going to happen) and
are worried what this will do to community relations in such a small
village.
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Rep ID
08/1397

Repno. Representor

1

Game

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
I am writing with regard to the possibility of travellers' sites being
located in Barkway. | have been a resident here since 1981 and am
very worried as | believe that Barkway does not begin to meet even the
basic requirements in a number of ways. For example:-
1. We have no shop in the village, the nearest is in the village
of Barley which is approximately 3 miles away. There is a very
irregular bus service to Barley (none of Sundays).
2. We have no doctors/medical facilities, the closest doctor's
surgery is in the village of Barley (approximately 3 miles away) and
they are over subscribed and are no longer taking on new patients.
The closest surgery still accepting patients is in Royston which is about
6 miles away and again has an irregular and inconvenient bus service.
Neither of these surgeries is open at weekends; Cambridge or
Stevenage are the nearest hospitals but with virtually no bus service.
3. It should also be noted that there are periodic strong odours
coming from the chicken farm which would be adjacent to the sites.
4. Another big issue is the potential impact on our village
school. The school is small and would need to accommodate
travellers' children for presumably intermittent periods. They might
well require individual tuition from otherwise busy staff. Having
travellers' children in and out of the school will inevitably be disruptive
and frustrating to the other children, the teachers and the curriculum.
5. lam also concerned about the existing sewer and drainage
systems in the village.
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Rep ID
08/1398

Repno. Representor

1

West

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

Site NH73 & NH72

Having examined the criteria for possible travellers sites in this area. |
cannot understand why the above mentioned sites are being seriously
considered as some of the requirement seem to be sadly lacking.
There is of course a village school but there is no shop, post office, or
doctor's surgery. The doctors list in the Barley surgery is full.

The two sites in Barkway are next to a conservation area with many
Grade Il listed houses where, as you know, strict controls are observed
regarding any work carried out on the properties. As a complete
contrast, a settlement of temporary or mobile homes nearby would not
be controlled in a similar way. As you are probably aware these sites
tend to encroach illegally onto adjoining land with resulting trouble

with land owners, police and planning authorities as has happened in
Cambridgeshire.

I notice that one of the requirements is that any site should be free
from air pollution and unpleasant odours. Both the Barkway sites are
next to a large chicken farm which although improved during the last
few years, still gives off very unpleasant chicken manure smells from
time to time, particularly when the sheds are nearly cleaning time. |
certainly would not like to buy a house anywhere near the chicken
farm. Travellers may not wish to use the sites once they experience this
smell. What about the risk of the dangerous type of Bird 'Flu'??

| understand that the owner of Barkway Service Station which is close
to the possible sites, has recently been refused planning permission to
build a house next to the garage which he could have lived in for
security reasons. A house on site could be even more necessary if a
travellers site were to be developed for some sort of security.

All'in all I think both sites in Barkway have been wrongly ‘earmarked'
and are totally inappropriate.
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Rep ID
08/1399

Repno. Representor

1

Warr

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| read with interest the acceptability criteria used to select potential
gypsyl/traveller sites, and with a degree of disbelief that Barkway and
Reed appear to fit them. Aside from the fact that the sites are on the
British Road system, which applies to all centres of habitation within
these isles, | can see no way in which these 2 villages are suitable to fit
the criteria. Barkway has a school, true. But it is a small school. The
villages have no shop, no doctor's surgery, no resident policeman since
the police house was flogged off) and a poor bus service. There is a
death of casual or seasonal work in the area, which probably explains
why the village is not on a traditional traveller route. have the
travellers been consulted? Have they expressed a desire to live close
to an industrial poultry unit out "in the boonies"? Any of the proposed
sites are moreover much bigger than would be needed by any
reasonable number of travellers that the area could absorb. Numbers
such as appear from the site sizes to be envisioned would not be easily
absorbed by a small town, let alone a village. The only advantages |
can see it that the sites are out of site and out of mind, and the

villages have small populations and therefore not many votes. |
consider the plan to be poorly conceived and will oppose it. | would
also point out that in my professional experience, any document with
the word "Scoping" in its title invariably costs a awful lot more than it is
worth. The authors appear to have omitted to read their own criteria
prior to delivering their conclusions. One can only assume that the
"conclusions" predated the "criteria".
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Rep ID
08/1400

08/1401

Repno. Representor

1

1

Greening

Lambie

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

With regard to the proposed sites in Barkway and Reed, | am writing to
point out that none of the 3 sites is appropriate. We are not on one of
the Travellers' favoured routes. This is partly due to the fact that
Barkway, at any rate, is only on a 'B' road and some distance from a
major road. In the 30 plus years | have lived in this village | haven't
seen Travellers in it or passing through. Over the years services to both
Barkway and Reed have declined. Although both villages have
schools, they are small and could not absorb more then a handful of
children. Neither village now has a surgery: our 'local' doctor's surgery
(at 3 miles distance) is no longer accepting new patients, therefore the
nearest is over 5 miles away. Neither village has a shop anymore.
None of the proposed sites are, as far as | am aware contaminated by
chemicals or the like, but Japanese Knotweed - on the dangerous
plants list - grows on one of the Barkway sites, which the Council has
tried but failed to eradicate. This plant is invasive both to roads and
buildings and should be destroyed or at the very least restricted. An
intensive chicken battery farm adjacent to one of the Barkway sites,
would make this site unattractive to many. Finally. We used to have a
resident policeman in Barkway. Now even Royston Police Station is
only used during "office hours" and then only manned by personnel
with little or no power. There is no sense pretending that the presence
of Travellers would mean that there won't be additional public order
issue's and other incidents, but being on a county border we are badly
served quite apart from the semi-closure of the Royston station. With
all these amenities withdrawn only the motivated middle classes of
financial means are prepared to live here - and the powers that be are
proposing to make life even more problematic.

Further to my letter last week, | enclose a newspaper article which will
clearly show you the reason why noone wants gypsies anywhere near
them. | cannot believe you are unaware of this sort of behaviour unless
you live in cloud cuckoo land
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section
08/1402 1 NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1403 1 Kimsey NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1404 1 Hamilton NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

My husband was born in Barkway 1922 we have been married 60
years. We feel very sad our village has been selected for a location for
a gypsy/traveller site in a conservation area. We can offer no facilities
with no shops, P.O, surgery. We get a rubbish collection fortnightly and
this could lead to fly tipping.

A member of our family had a break in a few years ago - you never
ever get over the shook. Gypsies were never caught.

As pensioners we would fell very vulnerable, afraid to go out of our
own homes.

Barkway is a beautiful conservation area and we don't need a
Gypsyl/travellers site to ruin it.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* It does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.
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Rep ID Repno. Representor

08/1405 1 Law
08/1406 1 Newsells Park
Stud Ltd

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

You will see from this letter that | write to you as both the owner of

Newsells Park Stud and Estate and as the head of the Jacobs family

who reside at the Manor House. It has come to my attention that there
are three proposed sites in the Barkway Village area which have been

suggested to create a Travellers Site, namely NH72, NH73 and NH117.
I would like to object to this proposal site in Barley Village. My

grounds for objection are as follows:

1. Barkway Village itself has no medical or shopping facilities,

relying on the medical centre at Barley; this centre itself it not

accepting any new patients and is inaccessible without owning one's

own car. The nearest medical centre is over 5 miles away in Royston.

2. The local bus services are at best inadequate, with the

closest hospitals being a 40 minute drive away.

3. Barkway Village School is very small and the existing staff

and facilities would be overstretched by a number of children joining

for intermittent periods. The addition of transient pupils would be

disruptive for the permanent ones, their teachers and the curriculum.

4. Itis most unlikely that the existing sewer and drainage

systems will be adequate for such a large number of residents.

Unacceptable odours would therefore result.

5. Barkway is an unspoilt beautiful village which consists of

many fine houses and is set in a rural conservation area,; it is

surrounded by a delightful rolling landscape of open arable farming,

our Newsells stud paddocks and fine old woodland. We ourselves have
planted over 50,000 trees to enhance the local landscape.
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Rep ID
08/1407

08/1408

Repno. Representor

1

1

Thorogood

Wadge

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

We are writing this letter to oppose to the travellers sire that you have
plans for Barkway. Barkway has changed naturally over the years with
the original people passing away and new people moving in, but to
put this site here would be an absolute nightmare.

Barkway generally has been trouble free over the years, yes there has
been a few break ins and such like, but we are sorry yon say and we
don't mean this disrespectfully to the travellers this will change.

You must think of the poor people who will have to live near the site.
The other thing is that house prices will go down so much that the
owner will end up selling for a pittance, because no one will want to
buy.

You must realise that the garage at the bottom end of Barkway will
suffer as will the public house because business will change and not
for the better.

Please reconsider this proposal for the villages and villagers sake,
otherwise a lovely little village in Hertfordshire will be no more.
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Rep ID
08/1409

08/1410

Repno. Representor

1

1

McNeile

Fish

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.
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Rep ID
08/1411

08/1412

Repno. Representor

1

1

Beach

Perry & Clark

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this

site is ruled out.

| am home alone at nights most of the time and this would concern me
very much.
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Rep ID
08/1413

Repno. Representor

1

Roberts

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We wish to strongly object to the proposed sites for the following
reasons;

We are a small village with a strong sense of identity. A gypsy site on
ether of these locations would overpower the existing area and the
facilities to provide for a small community of incomer's are not there.
The are already lacks in the following amenities:

No shops, nearest being Barley some 3 miles away from the proposed
sites.

No doctors surgery, the nearest being in Barley and we understand that
surgery is not taking further patients.

The bus service being the only form of public transport is very limited
at these locations and will encourage a reliance on privately owned
motor vehicles being used, adding to the local traffic volume and the
associated carbon footprint and pollution of this rural area.

There are limited employment opportunities in the area. The majority
of the incomer's will not find employment within the village.

There would be serious impact on the existing adjacent residential
properties, both in terms of value, environment and amenity.
Established residences which enjoyed their rural location, should not
be affected by inappropriate settlement of the scale proposed in the
Green Belt which should be protected at all costs.

The proposed sites are too near a Chicken Farm which rears thousands
of birds.

The proposed site will have a serious detrimental effect on the local
wildlife environment, including established hedges, trees and
Greenfield, surface water drainage and sewerage and a visual amenity
of the open countryside.

Local Policing is already over stretched.

The sites fall within Green Belt and outside the settlement area.
applications for further residential development would be refused on
this basis.

We urge you to reconsider including these sites in the Local
Development Framework for the reasons above, as we are sure there
are more appropriate locations, far better equipped for such proposals
without the potential damage to the rural countryside and village
settings.
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Rep ID
08/1414

08/1415

Repno. Representor

1

1

Fish

James

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.
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Rep ID
08/1416

08/1417

Repno. Representor

1

1

Parsons

Webb

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

| understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.
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Rep ID
08/1418

08/1419

Repno. Representor

1

2

Lathbury

Brashaw

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with concern that Barkway Village would not be an appropriate
site for a gypsy and travellers site.

I understand that the site does not meet most of the legal criteria
required because:

* There are no shops

* There are no doctors surgeries

* |t does not have good access to trunk roads
* There are no secondary schools

* Public transport is extremely limited

I hope you will take note of these points which should mean that this
site is ruled out.

| am writing regarding the proposed gypsy & travellers sites on the
south end of Barkway.

Barkway has few facilities, the nearest shop is Barley and the school is
a primary school with a full complement of local pupils and can only
take children until the age of 9.

The bus service is very limited and are few and far between. The areas
suggested i fell are not suitable at all.

The village is a conservation area and both locations are rich in fauna
and wildlife.

Barkway is a small village and cannot support the extra burden which a
travellers site would impose.
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Rep ID
08/1420

Repno. Representor

1

Gray

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to register my strong objection to the consideration being given
to possible gypsy travellers sites in Barkway.

These people mostly want to be in a community which has access to
public services and not to be in isolated rural areas. In our area Barley
is the only village which has a shop, post office and doctors surgery.
These have to service all the surrounding villages and are already
stretched. An influx of new people would overload these current
facilities and amenities.

Public transport is also extremely limited and with NHDC already
planning to remove subsidies on Royston town services it is likely that
other services will suffer in future.

Given the time it takes to go through planning applications etc | would
ask that this whole scheme is removed from the Local Development
Framework. It only serves to threaten the community and significantly
impacts on a quiet and peaceful area.

This demand is made knowing that you fail to meet any of the criteria
issued by the OPDM or the gypsy/traveller community.
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Rep ID
08/1420

Repno. Representor

5

Gray

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
GYPSY SEARCH SITES IN NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE

| write to express my sheer horror at the sheer waste of public money
on the above project. In my business, helping companies design and
develop new products, there is a very simple question to ask at the
outset of a project, is there a market?

In this case gypsy sites the evidence collected by the residents of
Barkway, Sandon and other villages in North Herts has shown beyond
any reasonable doubt that there is NO market for gypsy sites in North
Hertfordshire. There are no customers! Gypsies don't want to be here.
So why are you wasting your time and money?

You stated in your comments in the Cambridge Evening News that "All
the advice we have had from our offices suggest that what we have
done is robust. If these bodies think that there is an issue that needs to
be reviewed, we will co-operate fully with them!

| would suggest on the basis of the evidence collected by Barkway,
which included talking with the potential customers, that your officers
should be looking for new employment.

Their reports are completely flawed as there is not a single need
satisfied on the checklist or requirements as laid down by the Deputy
Prime Ministers Office. | don't call this robust, | call it incompetent.

Please list the needs that are satisfied and what makes you think you
have a robust case?

Logic tells me that if this case were to go through all its stages then
there would be the need for compulsory purchase (a significant cost),
the cost of building the sites and the absolute fact that there would not
be a single gypsy family wanting to use the facilities.

Please tell me that this makes sense?

I would suggest your officers should be analysing where current gypsy
communities (legal and illegal) are based and build a robust argument
as to how these areas can best be developed to meet the needs of
both the gypsies and local communities, or does this sound too much
like common sense?
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Rep ID
08/1420

Repno. Representor

3

Gray

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION STUDY

Thank you for your reply dated 13 February 2008.

| enclose a copy of a letter sent to Clir John Reynolds at EERA last
week on the above topic.

Much of the content also applies to NHDC. Why are you wasting your
time studying a report which is totally flawed? You should be asking
Scott Wilson to refund the fees spent. | want to see where any of the
requirements as laid down by the Deputy Prime Ministers Office are
met by any of the proposed sites described in the Scott Wilson report.

I'm grateful that you have told me that all representations will be open
to public view and would like you to include the attached letter to
EERA in these representations.

At a time when Royston Town Centre is dying because of lack of
customers and penal parking charges, the police are having to deal
with the social problems of underage drinking and yobbish behaviour,
why is NHDC wasting time and public money trying to find locations for
people that don't want to live in the area (ref Hughie Smith's letter to
Barkway residents)?

This defies all logic and common sense.
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Rep ID
08/1421

Repno. Representor

1

Whitehouse

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

After reading the recommended policy criteria which developed to
identify potential accommodation sites, it is quite clear to us that
Barkway is not suitable and we object to the site location for the
following reasons:

Protected Areas

Barkway is in a rural conservation area which contains a large
proportion of historic and listed structures.

Accessibility of Services

There is not any shop or medical facility in Barkway, with the closest
facilities in Barley. Whilst barley is only 3 miles away, there is no
regular bus service to use and as far as we are aware, the Barley
surgery is no longer taking on new patients, so they would have to go
to Royston, but as mentioned previously, without a regular bus service,
it could be difficult covering the 5.5miles to Royston.

The village school is small which in itself will make accommodating

the extra travellers children difficult and as the children could be in the
school for intermittent periods, this will be frustrating and disruptive for
both the children and the teachers.

Site Conditions

Will the existing sewer and drainage systems in the village be able to
cope?
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Rep ID
08/1422

Repno. Representor

1

Gordon

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
We are writing to express our concern at the proposed Traveller's Sites
in Barkway.

We were under the impression that this land was conservation land and
protected from any form of development.

Our property is only a small field away from both proposed sites. This
field is currently unkempt and is a haven for all sorts of wildlife.

Some examples of regular visitors to this field are fallow deer, muntjac
deer, rabbits, common lizards, pheasants, woodpeckers, brown owls,
kestrels and recently a very large bird of prey, which we believe to be a
buzzard.

If the proposed sites were to go ahead, the access to this field would
be severely affected for these animals and birds. As almost all the
surrounding land is used for crops, this is the only natural habitat and
source of food for them.

Any travellers who move in, will bring their own animals with them. We
can expect to see ponies tethered in the field and dogs roaming free,
preventing wildlife from using the field.

There is no casual work available in the area and the nearest shops
are nearly three miles away. The small village school which only takes
children up to the age of nine, is currently full and the closest surgery
is not registering new patients.

The public transport links to the village are poor and pedestrian access
to both of the proposed sites would involve walking on unlit roads,
with no pavements.

We would be very interested to know why the council has to provide
new sites, when there is a site in Meldreth which is no longer in use.
Before leaving this site, travellers caused extensive damage to the
buildings by stripping them of any sellable items.

Finally, we have been told that our property has already decreased in
value due to the possibility of the new sites. Who will be liable for
compensating us and our neighbours for this?
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Rep ID
08/1423

08/1423

Repno. Representor

1

4

Luckock

Luckock

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to oppose the above proposal as both a local resident, but more
specifically as the Chairman of Governors of the village school. In this
capacity, | have specific concerns on the proposals being put forward.
These are as follows:

1. The school has a capacity of 52 pupils of ages 3 1/2-9 years. The
Governors have for many years set their budget with the priority of
providing a favourable staff to pupil ratio in order to achieve high
standards of education and meet the needs of a range of children.
There is, therefore, no scope for additional staffing of equipment.

2. Our school has Voluntary Aided status, and therefore operates within
a different formula funding arrangement from Local Authority
(L.A)schools. This impacts on projects relating to the building in
particular and means that there is little provision for significant
adaptations or additions to our site, for example, to provide a
dedicated area where regular support for groups of children can be
carried out.

3. Our site is distant from the L.A's centre of support in Hertford and is
unlikely to be seen as a priority area in event of the addition of
Traveller and Gypsy children to the school roll.

Other residents will have written to you to express their specific
concerns regarding the proposed sites. | hope that this letter describes
fully the unsuitability of the proposed locations within the parish of
Barkway, in particular relating to our school.

| have already written to your office, but | wish to reiterate my views
that our village is not a suitable place for such a site. The
presentation given to the cabinet made it clear that Barkway did not
meet any of the criteria in the Scott Wilson report and the chairman of
the Gypsy Councils views confirmed the fact that such a choice would
be a complete waste of time and resources.

| believe therefore that the sites should be removed as soon as
possible from the local Development Plan at the earliest possible
opportunity.
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Rep ID
08/1424

Repno. Representor

1

Wylie

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We are writing to notify you of our objection to the two gypsy and
traveller sites proposed for Barkway.

The two sites are totally unsuitable for the location of such a
community adjacent to the rural village of Barkway, particularly in view
of the lack of facilities and services in the area and proximity to
residential dwellings.

We have listed below further details and other aspects which deem it a
totally unsuitable location:

* There are no shops or even a doctor's surgery in Barkway and the
village school has limited capacity and only caters for children up to 9
yrs.

* Employment opportunities are minimal in fact negligible for those
without cars.

* The bus service is very limited typical of village and rural
communities in Herts.

*There are no towns in very close proximity - Royston the nearest one
is not accessible by foot - car or limited bus service are the only
methods of transport

* There are Barkway properties adjacent tot he proposed site - noise
and rubbish pollution to affect villagers

* The adjacent poultry unit could also be threatened by introduction of
disease

* Wildlife in the area including protected species will be affected with
a community covering such a large area.

* Both areas designated are clearly visible either from London Road or
from the Buckland Road - this does fit in with the selection criteria for
traveller's sites which designates that such sites must not be visible to
road users.

In addition to the above the proposed site is outside the settlement
area questioning the location's acceptability for this use.

As outlined above we are very much opposed to this development and
would ask that the planning department at North Herts. District Council
take this into consideration in the final decision.
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Rep ID
08/1425

08/1426

Repno. Representor

1

1

Wainwright

Powell

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We have only recently found out about the proposed two sites in
Barkway Village and am amazed they are being considered. Leaving
only 3 miles away this is a huge worry to my family and I.

I do not believe that Barkway Village has the needed infrastructure to
contain these sites. The roads are already of poor quality with many
potholes and this would get worse with a huge increase in volume of
traffic that the sites would bring.

| the people that would live on these sites have no transport of their
own there is not adequate bus service that runs frequently. Some run
only 2 days out of seven. How would they be able to get to the nearest
shops as there is NO local store in Barkway? The closest large
supermarkets being in Buntingford about 6 miles away or Royston.

A large intake of local people on these sites would add concern to the
already stretched medical service eg local doctor's surgery. Adequate
A & E services available. The out of hour's service is operated by
Hertford and there is no bus route to facilitate an urgent visit.

Where would the children go for the education? Barkway has small
infant schools however again the only choice for secondary education
would be Buntingford or Royston.

| sincerely hope that the above points are taken into account and that
the site is ruled out.

| write to oppose this idea in th strongest possible terms. This small
rural village is wholly unsuited for such a site for the following reasons.
- balance - the impact would be very large for such a small rural

village - far better to site travellers on the periphery of a larger town.

- Distance of facilities - there is no shop, the village school is small and
the impact would be large & unfavourable. No medical or other
facilities in the village.

- Nature impact, | understand that there are, rare or threatened animal
and the plant species in or near the proposed sites. This would not be
in compliance with local or national guidelines.
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Rep ID
08/1427

08/1428

Repno. Representor

1

1

Bragaglia

Riches

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write with reference to a proposed traveller's site in the conservation
Area which is the Village of Barkway.

I moved to the picturesque village of Barkway in the summer of 2007
but would not have done so if there had been a traveller site located
here. It goes without saying that the property prices in the village
would be hit immensely by such an inclusion and | would like to make
it clear now that if the local authority proceeds with its proposal to
have a site in Barkway | will commence legal proceedings against the
responsible body for compensation.

The proposed number of up to 50 people living on the site is a
massive 8% increase to the tiny local community of 600 and | would
suggest that a proposal to build new flats or houses in the village to
accommodate such a number of people would be dismissed without
consideration. This breaches the European Human Rights Act 1998
Article 14. Discrimination (The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms
set forth in this convention shall be secured without discrimination on
any ground such as sex, race, colour, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, association with a national
minority, property, birth or other status). It is totally unacceptable to
have one rule for one set of people that is not available to another set.
Any continuation of the proposed site in the village of Barkway will
result in the matter being taken to the European Court of Law.

| am writing to you in order to object to the council's decision to
potentially position a traveller's site in Barkway, North Hertfordshire. |
have read the report composed for North Herts District Council by Scott
Wilson Consultants on this subject, and it is obvious to me that the
criteria required for a traveller's site are not met by building it in
Barkway. Specifically, | believe that the proposed sites (namely NH72
and NH73) are unsuitable because:

1. The locations are 2.8 miles (4.5km) to the nearest small shop
2.The locations are 3.1 miles from a doctor's surgery, with significant
further travel required to access out of hours and weekend provision.
3. There are infrequent buses to and from the village

4. Barkway lies within a conservation area

5. Barkway only has a single small school, with a full compliment of
local pupils. The impact that an influx of gypsy children will be
significant and the additional attention they require will be

detrimental to the current school children.

6. Barkway School and all surrounding village schools only take
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments

children up to the age of 9 years.

7. There are several houses near to the two proposed locations which
the criteria state should be avoided. They will be affected by
movement on and off the sites.

8. The sites are located to a large industrial chicken Farm. There are
frequent emissions of unpleasant odours from this site, which we can
smell in our garden and we are some distance from the site.
Furthermore, with the potential risk of an outbreak of Avian Flu or other
bird related ilinesses, it would be ill-advised to place sites so near to
this facility.

9. The sewerage works is located at a higher level than the proposed
search locations and therefore a pumping station would have to be
constructed to service the site.

10. There is negligible casual agricultural work in the area as the land
is used for cereal crops, not fruit and vegetables. The local stud,
breeding racehorses never uses casual labour.

It is my view that a traveller's site would put undue pressure on an
already thread-bare local infrastructure and that the site would be
totally out of scale compared to Barkway village itself. The impact of
accommodating up to 50 gypsies in our small village would be
significant . Moreover, the sites are not on a traditional traveller route
and, as pointed out above, they would not begin to offer even the
barest necessities required by a traveller community.

Barkway is a village of rich heritage that is mentioned in many historic
texts. It lies within a conservation area that is rich in beauty and
wildlife. For example, we have a colony of great created newts inour
garden, a species which has legal protection and cannot be disturbed.
Also, our village is extremely popular with visitors and people come at
the weekend to walk in the village and surrounding countryside,
appreciating the tranquility and our flora and fauna. | am proud of our
village and that other people come and choose to enjoy it too. | am
therefore absolutely astonished that North Herts District Council could
consider positioning an inappropriate traveller's site so close to what
should be viewed as a major asset to our region. | am of little doubt
that putting a traveller site so close to the village would destroy
Barkway and as such | vehemently oppose such a destructive action.
We chose to move into the area because of its rurality and its beauty.
All that Barkway stands for is going to be taken away, if these proposed
sites are approved.
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Rep ID

08/1429

08/1430

Repno. Representor

1

1

Winstanley

Stone

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London

Comments

I would like to hear your views on the traveller's site proposals put
forward by the council, a body that should theoretically be working on
behalf of its' constituents. For that reason, | would appreciate a
response to the points that | have made in this letter.

| wish to register my objection to the proposed gypsy travellers sites in
the Barkway area.

My objections are:

This area is a beautiful open high space relative to much of the
surrounding area and from some points looking north gives
unobstructed views over Cambridgeshire. This is probably the closest
area to London in the north offering such an open landscape and
large area of sky.

The amenities presently provided in the local village are insufficient to
support the sudden arrival of considerable numbers of people.
Travellers appear to have large families and this is likely to have a
significant detrimental effect on the local schools.

The Planning department of NHDC are very strict to prevent the
development of buildings in the Green Belt which covers this area and
| applaud their stance. | have personally had a proposed development
refused on these grounds. Yet the Council is prepared to allow the
development of travellers sites on Green Belt land which are likely to
be far worse visually than many of the proposed developments that the
Council have turned down. The Council have demonstrated their
ability to control residents of permanent house and businesses, but in
the past have failed miserably to control travellers. Continued failure
to deal with travellers effectively would have a detrimental affect on
the area.

| feel the Council are tackling this problem from the wrong angle,
gypsies/travellers should be settled in the larger towns where their
introduction could be assimilated into a larger body of people and
thereby not be so prominent. | am sure there are brownfield sites
within the towns that could accommodate them.

| am writing to object in the strongest possible terms against the
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section
Road, Barkway

Comments

proposed Gypsy and Traveller sites which are being considered for two
separate areas in the village of Barkway in North Herts. | have live at
my current address in the nearby hamlet of Nuthampstead for the last
fifteen years and my reasons for moving to such a rural and tranquil
location was to enhance the quality of life for myself and my family,
which | now consider to be under threat by the proposed sites. At our
previous residence we were located close to a travellers site of the type
proposed by the East of England Regional Assembly and | am acutely
aware of the impact that such sites can upon an area. It is also clear
that the current infrastructure within Barkway is incapable of supporting
an influx of Travellers. There are no shops in the vicinity, the nearest
being a small grocery shop some miles away at Barley. The nearest
supermarkets are a considerable distance further away at either
Royston or Buntingford, and there is only a very limited bus service
from the village to either location. The nearest doctors services is also
located in Barley but it is my understanding that there are no further
patients being added to their current list. The only school in the
vicinity is a 'first' school catering for pupils only up to the age of 9
years. The total number of pupils educated at the school is small, but
has traditionally been enough to cope with demands of a rural village.
The accommodation and facilities at the school reflect the lower
number of pupils who attend and there is insufficient room to expand
or accommodate an expected influx the lower number of pupils who
attend and there is insufficient room to expand or accommodate an
expected influx of new children. It is also logical to suggest that
additional children, above the current established roll, will have severe
financial implications upon what is essentially a village school. | know
that a number of local residents who live close to the proposed sites
are concerned about the environmental impact upon both their
properties and their quality of life, and the effect upon the village in
general. Having previous experience of various travellers sites, both
official and unofficial I can empathise with their view. In most cases |
saw little desire by the travellers to integrate with the local community
or to contribute anything towards it. | can also recall the problems
encountered by the residents of Meldreth, just a few miles away in
South Cambridgeshire, with groups of travellers who lived on a council
run site in the mid 1990's. Incidents at the site requiring the
intervention of the police, featured regularly within the local press and
eventually led to the site being closed down. | would certainly not wish
to see a similar break down of order occurring in Barkway. Finally, |
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Rep ID

08/1433

Repno. Representor

1

Burgess

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

am under the impression that the area within which we live has been
designated as an area of outstanding natural beauty. The proposed
erection of a travellers site within such an area appears to be
completely at odds with such a designation and the obvious impact
upon the wildlife, flora and fauna and the usage of the public

footpaths which cross the proposed sites should not be ignored. | would
therefore urge you to reject any plans for these sites in the village of
Barkway.

| am writing to you to express my concerns regarding the proposed
travellers site in Barkway.

Having seen the Scott Wilson Consultants report | cannot see any of
the basic criteria being met.

Barkway is a small community without any immediate facilities. The
village had neither shop nor surgery with only an irregular bus service.

Yes there is a small village school, which, in my view due to the likely
disruption of taking on these presumably transient children over
intermittent periods cause such disruption on the teachers (extra tutor
time, stretching of funds, lowering of standards) it will change the ethos
of the school to such a degree it will become unworkable for both
teachers and existing children.

On a more personal note, we moved from Tottenham, North London, 2
years ago. After lots of searching my wife and I finally settled for
Nuthampstead. Our reason for this was the school in Barkway which our
son Callum now attends. He has never been happier and his life has
been transformed. This makes our over stretched mortgage and all the
expense involved of living in such a beautiful place worthwhile.

In my short time of living here | have come to feel like a custodian or a
grateful guest whose duty it is to preserve such a special place. | fear
that in bringing these people here will change the landscape and
community so badly that | have to strongly oppose the proposal for a
travellers site in Barkway.
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Rep ID
08/1435

Repno. Representor

1

Tong

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

I am writing to object about the fact that two sites in Barkway are being
considered as for potential gypsy / traveller sites.

The accepted criteria as decreed by the Deputy Prime Minister's Office
for the location of such sites are

Suitably located, sustainable and appropriate sites providing

+ Proximity and access to education

+ Proximity to medical facilities

+ Accessibility by public transport (within 500 metres buffer)

+ Employment

+ Local amenities - shops, post office, services

Suitable appropriate sites should also provide for
+ Minimum disruption to the existing community
+ Ensure minimum increase in the use of motor vehicles

Barkway clearly does not comply with the above so should be removed
from the list of potential sites.

| understand that the East of England Assembly is "forcing" North Herts
to make additional provision for travellers however it seems probable
that none of the sites identified in the consultants report are suitable.

If this is the case then the council should remove all the existing sites
as unsuitable and announce that no suitable sites have been found in
North Herts and as such they are unable to comply with the request
from the East of England Assembly.
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Rep ID
08/1437

08/1437

Repno. Representor

1

3

Hewlett

Hewlett

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to complain about the recent suggestions that a travellers
site should be built in Barkway.

It is clear that Barkway does not fulfil the criteria set out in the
government guidelines. In particular, please note the following:

* there is limited public transport

* there are no shops or doctors surgeries in the village

* road access is by an already overly busy road

* the impact on the local community would be significant, compared
to local towns such as Stevenage

* the area is a conservation area

There is already an impact on the local community through house
prices and worry that our way of life will be significantly impacted.

As it does not meet the criteria, Barkway should be removed
immediately from the list of sites to be considered.

| am writing to express my objections to the Barkway traveller site
proposal, following my attendance at the presentation given to the
council in January.

It appears that not only do these sites not meet any of the criteria for
placing gypsy sites, but that the gypsies themselves do not want them
there.

You have spent many months now discussing sites that are clearly
wrong for the purposes that you have been instructed by EERA to
achieve. Please could you respond by return with your reasons for
doing so.

Whilst it is outrageous that no action has been taken before now,
please ensure that Barkway and other unsuitable villages are removed
from this debate immediately following the end of the consultation
period.
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Rep ID
08/1439

08/1441

08/1445

Repno. Representor

1

1

1

Hills

Warren

Danter

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to object to your proposals for a travellers' site around the
area of Barkway in North Hertfordshire.

This proposal is not practical or sustainable as the local amenities do
not meet a rise in the population in this area. Public transport is
limited and cannot be improved, given the nature of the country roads.
Therefore a site should not be built in this area.

| am writing to object to having a site built for travellers in and around
the Barkway, Barley, Reed area of North Hertfordshire.

Any site needs practical and easy access to local amenities such as
shops, schools, doctors etc. This area has no immediate facilities that
would cater for a rise in the population in this area. To travel to the
nearest town, public transport is limited and, because of the nature of
the local country roads, it cannot be improved greatly.

The proposed site is surrounded by land used for agricultural purposes.
Anyone living on a new site would therefore be in close proximity to
the unpleasant aspect of farming practices, such as manure-spreading
and chemical spraying. There is also a chicken farm very close to this
site. The proposed location would not only be an unpleasant place to
live, but there are major health and safely issues involved.

Barkway, Barley and Reed are situated in an agricultural setting that
has been designated a conversation area. It has limited facilities. It
does not therefore meet the selection criteria for a travellers' site and
such a site should not been built in this area.

The Tally Ho Public House which I, along with my wife, own and
operate with two permanent members of staff and 5 part-time staff
have been sited between the two proposed sites NH72 and NH73.
Under the freedom of information act we have received the reports that
have ultimately made us aware of the faulted evidence in making this
and many other proposed sites.

Having read the reports which | would like to have included as reasons
for this objection, they are as follows:

ORS report June 2006, Scott Wilson report Sept. 07, Scott Wilson
report January 07. site selection criteria ORS NEH gypsy survey 28th
Nov 05, confidential text responses, ORS NEH Gypsy
survey/frequencies 28th Nov 2005, office of the deputy prime minister
2nd Feb 06 planning for gypsy and traveller caravan sites,
communities and local government produced by data and statistics
infrastructure for count of gypsy and traveller caravans on 19th July 07
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments

information for Barkway to be included but to exclude page 1 item 3
and any information relating to Sandon but to include any that would
and do apply to Barkway, NHDC local plan no 2 with alteration April
1996 saved policies from Sept 2007 and include as referred to the
April 96 version, Hansards questions raised by our MP Oliver Heald
with regard to these imposed flawed demands.

It is very transparent that locating this site so close to the boundary of
the east herts means that your criteria for NH will be engaged at NH
level while EH will look at only the criteria for out nearest other sites in
Buntingford, which will mean if NH are to choose NH72 and NH73
Buntingford will be affected, but because they are EH. They could also
get EH15, EH14 and EH13 which would mean that in a very small
area less than 5 miles, 6 sites including Sandon would have to make
provision for many minority groups which would be a multiple strain on
this area.

Barkway does not have the long term education needs. Our school is
up to age 9, as in Barley.

It has been suggested that the school buses are already at a point that
another bus may be needed. This is a big increase in costs. You have
an obligation to the future as per the 10 year plan. This affects the
children more than us. If you feel this is good for the future of our
children, mine as well as yours, | would like you to please tell me the
benefits for both sides.

My business and that of many others so close would be at great
disadvantage and we may have to trim down or close, along with the
petrol station. We generate very large contributions to the treasury
through duty and VAT plus we are large employers in this small area.
More importantly, you as a council have not given due regard to the
minority group or us.

Please demonstrate that the needs of this group and us will be put in
place i.e. new surgery, hospitals, transport, care for the old
(Wheatsheaf House is closing in Barkway), better policing,
improvements to our roads - the list goes on.

Please refer to the reports. They should be telling you that the two
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Rep ID Repno. Representor Agent Document section

08/1447 1 Rowe NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1447 4 Rowe NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

08/1447 5 Rowe NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

sites, NH72 and NH73, should be regraded to 3, and taken out so as to
allow the areas that are best able to cope to be given the maximum
financial support. | object to NH72 and NH73 and all other areas that
are not suitable.

Can this be passed to the appropriate person who produced the above
report. He might be interested in correcting his mistakes!

Table 3 - Identified Potential Ares of Search in Nortyh Herfordshire

Area Name & Code: NH 72 & 73. Please note Barkway is a "Village"
not a "Town" it never has been and never will be!!

Surrounding Land Uses: Barkway "town" is not located to the East but
to the North. How many more Mistakes have been made, | wonder in
an attempt to dump gypsies on our delightful "Village"

Mark Wilson, | suggest you send out a correction prior to an further
consideration.

Calling Barkway a Town is misleading and it should be corrected to
Village as soon as possible. Can | be assured. that Scott Wilson did in
fact visit Barkway! | am completely baffled that if they did, then how
could they possibly call it a Town. The word Town implies the
existance of some reasonable facilities! None exist in the Village of
Barkway. Did they read there own criteria regarding facilities such as
Doctors, shops, schools etc.

What a complete waste of Public (my money), | could have done
better at less cost with a pin and a map.

| find it unbelievable that Barkway "Town' could possibly be considered
as a suitable location for a traveller's site. Not one but two site!
Having read the criteria | am concerned that the Consultants could not
have understood the criteria and it is doubtful if they even visited our
"Town'

The sites identified have no reasonable access to shops, doctors or any
other facilities. The bus service is almost non existent and does not
operate on Sundays.

The nearest Doctors are in Barley and they are over subscribed, the
nearest shop is in Barley some three miles away.

The school would have a problem dealing with children who do not
require continuous education but come and go as there parents move
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Rep ID

Repno. Representor

Agent

Document section

Comments
around.

Barkway is a pleasant 'Village' with a good balanced mixture of '
village loving people’. The injection of travellers would inevitably
cause unrest. It is unlikely that the travellers will wish to integrate with
the villagers and almost certain that the villagers will have no time for
the travellers.

This is a badly conceived scheme. It has been demonstrated time and
time again that you cannot impose integration. Also, if these
'travellers' are mobile then one assumes that from time to time the site
could be almost empty. When full another integration problem would
exist.

We could have a site imposed on us with all the costs associated with
setting it up, the entire infrastructure, only to find that the travellers
don't like us or don't like the village and move off. One assumes they
have no commitment to stay. One assumes they are not required to
commit to a lease with a forward payment. So why shouldn't they
move on at the merest whim?

| note also that the site should not suffer from noise or odour pollution.
Are they aware that the smelly sewage works is 400 metres away, a
smelly chicken farm is 200 metres away and Barkway is on the main
flight path for Stanstead and Luton. We endure these annoyances but
should the travellers have to suffer!

| note that Green Belt sites have been eliminated. The sites proposed
are treated with a 'Green Belt' policy when planning applications are
made!

To any sensible minded person it would seem that these travellers
would be best sited on the periphery of a town such as Royston or
Stevenage where all the facilities exist and are within walking
distance. | am sure if they were asked, and of course they have not
been asked, then they would agree.

Please don't impose them on us. It will not work and only lead to
trouble.



374

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

Rep ID
08/1450

08/1452

Repno. Representor

1

1

Stevenson

Powles Family

Agent Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to voice my objection to the two Barkway sites, at London
Road and Barkway Road, which have been identified in the Scott
Wilson report as suitable for the provision of Gypsy/Traveller sites.

| feel that neither of these sites should be used as they do not meet the
criteria for a suitable location. Firstly, the sites are open and will
clearly be viewed, even with screening. Secondly, Barkway and the
surrounding villages are small rural communities with limited facilities.
The provision of transport is limited to a local bus service, the nearest
shop is in Barley and this is a small shop come post office. The nearest
other shopping area is at least 5 miles from the proposed sites.
Prevision for school and doctors in these villages is limited and often
the schools struggle to meet the needs of the children already resident
in the villages.

| know that provision must be made for these traveller's but sighting
them in small rural villages will adversely affect close-knit

communities.

| gather Barkway has been selected as a possible location for one/two
gypsy traveller's site(s) under what | understand can loosely be
described as the "Prescott Directive".

| write to register the four adult members of this household's strong
objections to this proposal, for which there are several reasons, all of
which | am sure have been voiced by other concerned residents who
live in or around the village.

In particular it seems to me extraordinary that rural locations should be
selected for these sites at all. Particularly do rural sites with no
significant infrastructure, such as Barkway, seem to be particularly
inappropriate. Why is it not the case that locations immediately
adjoining Royston, Letchworth, Buntingford or Baldock, for example
are not being chosen where there are significant facilities? Barkway
has no shop or Post Office. All it has is one garage, a public house and
a small primary school. It also only has a rural bus service at
infrequent intervals and it is five miles to Royston.

Quite apart from all these good reasons, | know of no local resident or
business who or which welcomes the proposal. Barkway (like other
villages in the area) is an attractive village set in unspoilt rural
Hertfordshire to which such a site will be very detrimental and most
unwelcome.
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Rep ID
08/1454

Repno. Representor

1

Lee

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

We write with reference to the current discussions concerning the
provision of traveller sites within North Hertfordshire.

We are extremely concerned that, having considered the information
available thus far, there are major flaws in the debate and the
proposed allocations. Rural North Hertfordshire cannot meet the needs
and aspirations of the traveller community; the resources and
opportunities, both economic and socially, are simply not here. For
example, there is no employment base, no educational provision
beyond 9 years of age and limited transport. The travelling community
need to be able to readily access services, and quickly, before moving
on. Itis illogical to direct them to a rural area without the support they
require and then expect them to travel again to obtain the services
they need. This is not a suitable approach.

The impact on the small rural communities also needs to be
considered. The villages of North Hertfordshire have been considered
within the context of the local plan to be capable of only accepting
limited development, and then only over a ten year plan period. They
are simply not capable of absorbing the size of development
envisaged by these traveller sites, which exceeds all other
development that has been considered. This level of proposed
development is unsustainable.

The Council is under an obligation to meet the needs of the traveller
community but rural North Hertfordshire cannot meet those needs and
should be removed from further consideration.
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Rep ID
08/1458

Repno. Representor

1

Scowen

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to raise some points which | feel should exclude Barkway
as an area suitable for development for a Gypsy and Traveller site.

It is clear that Barkway is a rural community however as a village it
lacks many of the local amenities which would lead to it being a
convenient area to absorb a sudden increase in population which
would be the result of opening a site in the area.

The local school is small and only caters for pupils to year four
meaning that secondary age students need to travel to Royston or
Buntingford. There is no shop or Doctors surgery in the village and
only an infrequent bus service meaning journeys even for essential
items can be inconvenient with out the use of a car.

Although the criteria which was apparently used to locate these sites
suggests location away from houses there are several houses close to
both proposed sites, as well as a large chicken farm. The proposed
sites are also in an area very close to the conservation area into which
most of Barkway falls.

Although these objections will have been voiced by many other
residents of Barkway it is important that North Herts Council realise the
strength of local feeling against the suitability of these proposed sites.
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Rep ID
08/1460

08/1469

Repno. Representor

1

2

Boosey

Nuthampstead
Shooting Ground

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| am writing to strongly object, to your plans for the two Gypsy sites
proposed for Barkway village. Barkway is a small country village with a
lack of local amenities. There is no shop in Barkway. The nearest small
shop is 2.8 miles from the proposed site. There is no doctors surgery,
the nearest in Barley is 3 miles away and their books are closed to new
patients. There is very limited public transport. The village school in
Barkway is full and they only take children up to 9 years to age. If the
Gypsy children were to go there most if not all the local parents would
remove their children, endangering the village school. There is very
little employment opportunities in Barkway and surrounding areas. |
would also like to know who would be compensating us for the drop in
our house prices in Barkway our property has already dropped by
10-20% and that is just from the proposal of these sites. If the site were
erected in Barkway we would have a 50% or more drop. | also would
want a 100% reduction in my council tax for a number of reasons. How
is the policing in the area also going to work. The local police station
in Buntingford is only open one day a week and the station in Royston
is also limited hours. | believe that there is a proposed site in
Stevenage, this would be a far more sensible location. It has all the
amenities doctors, school, hospitals, transport and jobs etc. | hope you
put careful consideration into this decision as | think my quality of life
and my husband's and children's life is in your hands.

It is with total disbelief that | read from recent publications of your
intention to transfer green belt, fertile farmland into a traveller site(s).

| wish to point out my concerns as a tax paying member of the
community and a well established rural business owner.

Over the last 20 years we have built up Nuthampstead Shooting
Ground. We have battled with planning permission for the building of
such a business regarding development outside the village
boundaries, even though it is on our land and on a disused airfield.
We have very restricted business hours - 2 regular days plus 33
Sundays. We have been advised that is a gypsy site is built we would
certainly suffer increased business insurance. W e are concerned that
the day to day running of the Shooting Ground would be under
jeopardy regarding security. Owing to planning regulations by your
council, we are unable to live on the site of the Shooting Ground and
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Rep ID

08/1470

Repno. Representor

1

Godfrey

Agent

Document section

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments
so have no way of protecting our business of unwanted clientele.

Nuthampstead Shooting Ground has been one of the 3 shooting
grounds short listed to stage the 2012 Olympics, mainly due to its
location and security.

We have in the past experienced unwanted clientele in the form of
travellers, they were very unpleasant characters.

we are concerned that should the proposed Gypsy site be built at
Barkway that there is very little employment. The health services are
stretched. | wonder if the travellers actually chose the site or if the
decision has come from people who do not understand their
requirements - one such example at Bassingbourn where a site was
built at Metal Hill and because they did not want to be there
demolished the site and left behind them a mountain of rubbish.

As a home owner, | understand from estate agents that the vale of our
property is likely to be reduced. Why should honest and law abiding
members of the community have to pay for people of not so worthy
morals?

How is it that non-conformists can demand their needs on others?

| wish to invite you to visit our location for yourself to appreciate the
predicament we face.

| understand that there is a proposal to put a Travellers Site at the
above location, | cannot understand why this area has been selected,
it is a very open site with a narrow road as access, there are no shops,
only a school for infant children with limited spaces, no senior schools,
no doctors, dentist or other medical facilities in the immediate area,

no railway station or frequent bus service, or leisure facilities within
walking distance.

Surely a larger town with all these facilities such as Stevenage, would
be a more logical choice.
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Rep ID
08/1471

Repno. Representor

1

Barnett

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

| write to oppose the proposal as both a local resident, but more
specifically as a concerned Governor of the village school. A a
Governor at Barkway village school i have specific concerns on the
proposals currently being put forward. These are:

1. The school has capacity of 52 pupils of ages 31/2 to 9 years. The
governors have for many years set their budget with the priority of
providing a favourable staff to pupil ratio in order to achieve high
standards of education and meet the needs of a range of children.
There is, therefore, no scope for additional staffing or equipment.

2. Our school has voluntary aided status and therefore operates within
a different formula funding arrangement from the Local Authority
schools. This impacts on projects relating to the building in particular
and means that there is little provision for significant adaptations or
additions to our site, for example, to provide a dedicated area where
regular support for groups of children can be carried out.

3. Our site is distant from the LA's centre of support in Hertford and is
unlikely to be seen as a priority area in the event of the addition of
traveller and gypsy children to the school roll.

Other residents have written to express their specific concerns

regarding the proposed sites. | hope that this letter describes fully the
unsuitability of the proposed locations within the parish of Barkway, in
particular relating to the adverse affect this would have on our school.
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Rep ID
08/1472

08/1473

Repno. Representor

1

1

Johnson

Dove & Caviel

Agent

Document section
NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

NH72: Land at London
Road, Barkway

Comments

The proposal of the Gypsy/Travellers site in Barkway does seem a
ridiculous idea.

Barkway is not a very widespread village and hasn't the infrastructure.
To make the place a hygienic site it will need work doing on it for the
essential services i.e, water, sewerage drainage and water disposal.
And surely the unpleasant odours that are near there. Will that not
have to be put right. These people are very fond of their animals,
could that cause a problem.

Another big issue is the potential impact on our village school. It isn't a
very big school, but of a High standard and comings and going of the
travellers children, will be very disruptive to the pupils already settled
at their work. Some of the T/sites children could well need individual
tuition - and may involve more teachers. As regards shops, medical
needs, Post Office and other services it would of course mean a trip to
Royston.

| know the Dr's | go too are very busy and a few months back couldn't
accept anymore patients.

In this short time since we read of this proposal the house prices have
dropped and people find this a less attractive place to be.

I do sincerely hope that Barkway can be removed from this list, before
the situation gets markedly worse, and worries can be lifted from the
older people that live near to the proposed site.

We are strongly opposed to the site for the following reasons:

Lack of shops in local proximity.

No room at the doctors or dentists (a problem we have encountered
first hand).

No room at the local schools (another problem we have also
encountered first hand)

The large number of travellers in comparison to the number of local
residents.

The visual impact of a site on the picturesque local area.

The drop in local house prices.

Lack of work in the area.

Infrequent travel services.

We very much hope that the proposal does not go ahead.
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Comments

| visited Barkway yesterday and heard of the plans for the proposed
Gypsy Traveller site.

I do not know the criteria that you have for selecting such sites, but i
cannot believe that Barkway can fall into this category. | truly feel that
such a development would be disastrous for the present residents and
hope that you will not go ahead with this scheme.

It had come to my attention that there is a proposal for two gypsy and
traveller sites to be located in the village of Barkway. | wish to lodge
objections to this proposal for the following reasons:

firstly it would appear that these sites are beyond Green Belt and
outside the settlement area criteria, and also their proximity to the
surrounding public footpaths would seem unsuitable, and the
development of these sites would doubtless destroy and threaten the
existing wildlife, flora and fauna within the area, of which some are
protected species.

However, even more significantly the necessary amenities within the
area, needed to sustain the requirements of the occupants of these
sites are totally inadequate, and unsuitable, and i would draw your
attention to the following examples.

there are no shops in the vicinity the nearest being the village shop in
Barley some 3 miles away. The schools within the area would in my
opinion be totally inadequate, and the nearest doctors' surgery is in
Barley, and currently not taking any further patients. there are little or
no employment opportunities within the area. All of these together

with the very limited bus service within the area would deem the
proposal unacceptable. needless to say it would seem unreasonable
that the occupants of the properties close to the sites, together with the
nearby chicken farm should have to suffer the impact these sites would
no doubt have on a day to day basis.

Under the circumstances | would like to think that if such sites are to be
set up, the areas chosen would be far more suitable, than those
proposed in Barkway, and subsequently able to sustain the occupants.
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Comments

I am very concerned about the possibility of having land set aside for a
gypsy/traveller site in our village. | think it very unfair that the Scott
Wilson report described Barkway as a town when it plainly is just a
village. There are simply not the facilities to provide the
gypsies/travellers with what they need. the village is in no way walking
distance to any other village or town, which makes the fact that there
is no shop, GP surgery, dentist in the village even worse. there is a
primary school, but the sudden influx of young children from a new site
could be very disruptive and very unfair on the existing children who
might be denied full attention from the teachers.

Also there is a large chicken farm right next to the proposed site which
could be a health hazard with the possibility of avian flu etc.

I hope therefore you will consider taking Barkway off your list.

| write to register my objection to a possible selection of a site in
Barkway for the use of Travellers/Gypsies. i think this would be very
unsuitable for the village for the following reasons:

1. Barkway was unfairly called a town in the Scott Wilson report, when
in fact it is actually quite a small village.

2. Because it is a small village, such a site would have an
unreasonably strong impact on the village population.

3. The site identified by the Scott Wilson report has no supply of
electricity or water and no drains and pipes for sanitation.

4. There are none of the usual facilities in Barkway which for a larger
population would be essential, that is, no shops, no post office, no
doctors surgery or dentist and very limited public transport.

There is a primary school, but it is very small and would find it
immensely difficult to handle a sudden influx of young children.
Children from travellers communities often have little support for
education at home and this would be unfair on the village children
because of limited teacher resources.

5. There is at least one house which would be virtually surrounded by
the site and there is a chicken farm fight on the site. This could be a
health hazard due to possible avian flu etc... and | would think the
Council would need to take DEFRA's advice on this.

6. The village itself is in a conservation area.

I would be grateful if you would consider my letter.
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Comments

Regarding the Travellers site proposed fro Barkway village.

To even name Barkway as a possible site for Travellers is beyond
belief and only confirms how councils are completely out of touch with
the real world. There's a spare plot of land lets plonk it there.

Barkway is completely unsuitable for such a site. It has nothing to offer
the needs of Travellers. It is a sleepy country village and that's the way
it should remain.

As a long standing resident of Barkway, | am writing to highlight the
unsuitability of the proposed sites, given the stated criteria for site
selection.

| understand the need to find a suitable site for the Travellers, Gypsies
and their families, but the proposed site does not tick the required
boxes for the following reasons:

Accessibility of services -

1. Schools -

Existing school at Barkway is already cramped and without further
investment in the building would be unable to cope with the
additional numbers required. The building is old, not suitable for
conversion and struggles to accommodate the current intake of
children.

More children would result in a detrimental education for all
concerned as the building is woefully inadequate for further pupils.

2. Doctors -

Nearest doctors are at Barley Surgery which is currently fully subscribed
and not taking on new patients, furthermore the surgery fails on
proximity as it is not located in the village.

Closest surgery, therefore is Royston over 5 miles away, reached via an
irregular and inconvenient bus service.

Access to doctors also fails stated criteria.

3. Shops -

Barkway village has no shop, nearest shop is at Barley, over 3 miles
away, again only reached by spasmodic public transport with no bus
on Sundays.

4. Public transport -
Public transport out of Barkway is a very basic shoestring service. It is
both irregular and unreliable and the service is deteriorating year by






