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 Gowan08/3676 NH73: Buckland Road, 
Barkway

I understand that two gypsy and traveller sites could be located in 
Barkway. I am totally against such developments as they would spoil 
and be completely out of character with the existing environment. The
 proposed locations would be on open land exposed to the often 
strong prevailing westerly winds for most of the year.
Should the winds blow in the opposite direction the smell of the 
adjacent chicken processing plant could be overwhelming.
It appears that the leaders of the gypsy communities themselves have 
no interest in locating to areas on the edge of small villages where 
facilities are sparse.
Barkway has no shop, doctor or dentist and a very small junior school. 
The bus service is very limited.
Apart from the aforementioned unsuitabilities, travellers sites have 
acquired a reputation for poor site management. Local property values
 will consequently be reduced. This is a small village of currently less 
than 700 adults which is simply not equipped to deal with the influx of 
this type of nomadic resident.
As the NHDC has now forwarded proposals to build 30-40 new 
permanent private dwellings in the village, it would be helpful if these 
were to be 'starter homes'. Certainly these would be preferable to gypsy
 and traveller sites.
Either proposal would undoubtedly require the Council to put up 
considerable extra funds to improve the local infrastructure.

1

 Ickleford Parish 
Council

-/08/2440 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record Ickleford Parish Council's objection to the 
possible establishment of a gypsy and traveller site in Holwell road, 
Pirton (ref NH95).
This Parish Council has read and understood the responses made by 
Holwell Parish Council and Pirton Parish Council and totally supported
 all their objections.
Additionally, Ickleford Parish Council has been asked to make NHDC 
aware that as owner of the land, Mrs Parker objects to this proposal as 
she believes the site to be unsuitable both for the people of Pirton and
 the travellers.

2
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 Ickleford Parish 
Council

-/08/2440 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record Ickleford Parish council's objection to the 
requirement by EERA for NHDC to find locations within North Herts 
area to facilitate 15 pitches for the gypsy and traveller community.  My
 reasons for objections are set out below.
There is little evidence for the need for gypsy and traveller sites in the 
North Herts area.
EERA's Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified 
need for only 3 pitches in North Herts. Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches. Indeed, given the provision of pitches is supposed to reflect 
the needs for gypsies and travellers, this adjustment (upward in the 
case of North Herts and downwards in other areas) actually contradicts 
the consultant's report on the need and distribution thereof (Section 
1.8).
Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorized gypsy sites in North 
Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no 
strong desire to live in this area.
Ickleford Parish Council challenge and object to EERA's decision in 
face of the evidence in its own report.
It seems illogical that EERA may have decided to distribute the 
number of pitches equally throughout the eastern region as this does 
not correspond to or take into account of the wishes of the gypsies and 
travellers themselves.  If sites are provided in areas undesired by the 
gypsy and traveller community it seems obvious that unauthorized sites
 will continue to be set up in areas where the gypsies and travellers 
would like to be located.  Or will the gypsy and traveller community be
 expected or enforced to live on these sites against their wishes?
The requirement to provide 15 pitches for the gypsy and traveller 
community in North Herts is severely flawed as evidenced in the 
consultant document.
Please record this parish council's objection to this proposal. Provision 
should and must reflect desires and wish of the gypsy and traveller 
community.

1

 Herts & 
Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust

05/0079 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

These sites are within or adjacent Key Biodiversity Area 2 as identified
 in the Herts BAP.

25
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 Barley07/0327 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Pirton does not currently have a traveller caravan site. The area 
proposed would convert valuable greenfield agricultural land. Also it is
 nearly 37 Hectares in size, almost bigger than the village itself, when 
only 0.3 Hectares would be enough for the entire 15 pitch maximum 
expansion for the whole of North Herts.

This site is also overlooked by most of the residential houses on the 
North side of the village, and so would ruin their aspect. 

I oppose using this greenfield land for use as a traveller site. Pirton is a
 typical unspoilt English village and to use it for anything other than 
fixed residential housing would undermine its primary appeal to 
existing residents.  

30

 Billing07/0339 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Many of these sites would be too visually prominent, or too isolated 
from the needs of travellers' families, as recently presented to Cabinet 
(29 January meeting) ¿ in particular for shops and services.  However, 
we believe that the Pirton site would be suitable, and the Whitwell site
 may be, although it may come within an extended Green Belt. As 
major villages, these should satisfy many of the needs expressed by 
travellers.

16

 Anglian Water 
Services Ltd

07/0384 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Sewerage Treatment Works
Foul Sewerage Network
Surface Water Networks
Hitchin STW ¿ capacity available
Capacity available
Separation of brownfield sites 
recommended and full SuDS
 implementation to all sites

54
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 Bowker07/0918 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

TRAVELLER SITES
I do not support the provision of additional sites for travellers in North 
Herts.  However recognising that there is a need for such provision I 
suggest a degree of self-regulation on these sites could be achieved by
 enlarging those which are already in fairly stable existence. There is 
scope for this at Dyes Lane near Stevenage and at Pulmer Water near 
Codicote. Areas of search NH16 and NH95 (Whitwell and Pirton) are 
out of the question.

4

 Davis08/0288 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I wish to register my rejection to the proposed site for Gypsy and 
Traveller accommodation on the agricultural land between Pirton and 
Holwell (NH95) for the following reasons:

Pirton is a small rural community on the border with Bedfordshire.  It 
has only the most limited facilities.  Its closest neighbour is the even 
small village of |Holwell, with no facilities at all.

The site is a considerable distance from the nearest medical facilities. 
 The nearest GP surgery, dentist and pharmacy is over 4 miles away.

Pirton has only one small shop, which the owner has confirmed is 
unsuitable for a weekly family shop.

The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  It must be 
born in mind that the bus stops in the village are some distance from 
the area of identified land.  This would have safety implications, with 
a need to walk along an unpaved and busy road for about half a mile.

The nearest employment opportunity would probably be in Hitchin (4 
miles away) as employment in Pirton is extremely limited.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated.  As
 it is the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The proposed site would have to be obtained through a compulsory 
purchase order and could force the eviction of a life-tenant, a position 
which would be wholly unsatisfactory and inappropriate.

1
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Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country lanes and as 
mentioned above there are no footways along adjacent roads.  
Requests for footways in the village have previously been refused by 
the Highway authority.  There is no direct access to any major roads.

There are significant numbers of residential houses which overlook the 
site.  This does not afford privacy to the residents or to the proposed 
traveller's site.

In addition as there is no natural boundary or screening the proposed 
site is overlooked from the access road in to Pirton, again not providing
 privacy.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Not only are there objections about the inappropriateness of the 
proposed site, but the site also seems to be contrary to the Travellers' 
own views.  The Council will be aware of the letter of 17th December 
2007 from the President of the Gypsy council, Mr Hughie Smith, to the
 Chairman of Barkway Parish Council in which he stated "on forcing 
Gypsies into areas where they do not want to be (as I understand 
seems to be the case here)" that "this is tantamount to social suicide, 
and a complete waste of time and public money."

Please register my objections to the potential gypsy and traveller site 
at Holwell Road, Pirton for the reasons stated above.  Please also 
acknowledge receipt of my letter and keep me informed of 
developments.

 Lauder08/1288 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Land Allocation Issues and Options Consultation Paper

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref. NH95).  My 
reasons for the objection are as follows:

There are no medical facilities in Pirton, the closest doctor's surgery is 
over four miles away, the nearest chemist shop is equally distant and 
there is no well-baby clinic held in the village and this would 

2
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necessitate travelling into Hitchin, a distance of over four miles, for 
routine health surveillance.

Whilst Pirton has a small village shop with at present a post office 
counter attached, travel into Hitchin or towns around are necessary to 
cope with the shopping needs of a family.  There is a very limited bus 
service, the last bus into Hitchin leaving at 2.30pm and the last bus 
back from Hitchin leaving at 6.30pm.  Car usage would increase 
considerably.  The roads and lanes in and around Pirton are very 
narrow, many without footpaths.  The increase in traffic from this 
proposal could lead to an increase in road traffic accidents.

The small village school is at present over-subscribed and local 
children are having to travel out of the village in order to meet their 
educational requirements.  The closest senior school is four miles away
 and the nearest Catholic school is over eight miles away in Stevenage
 with no transport provided.

A letter from the Gypsy Council dated 17th January 2008 states and I 
quote "Chief amongst our concerns are sites in isolated locations, far 
from anywhere, and sites located on the outskirts of small villages, 
where the established settled population may not be able to cope".

The proposed site is agricultural farm land grown crops annually, 
normally grain crops.  I object strongly to farm land being used for 
housing when there are brown field sites available within the district.  
Also, it is known within Pirton that the farmer would not release the 
land for the proposed development and it would have to be 
compulsorily purchased.

The proposed site is very close to an area of outstanding natural 
beauty.  The site itself is very open, with views to the countryside of 
Bedfordshire.  The requirements of any site for this proposal are that 
the site should be well screened.  At the present time there is no 
natural screening around this site and it is overlooked by large 
detached properties.

Whilst I accept that more sites than the present small one in Codicote 
may be required in the future, the need for 15 pitches has not been 
established despite EERA's recommendations.  My understanding is 
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Lauder

Lauder

08/1288

08/1288

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

that the Codicote site is very satisfactory and maybe enlarging this site 
would be the desired option.  Alternatively the proposed new 
development west of Stevenage would more lend itself to this 
proposal.  A new build area with all the facilities families require 
would be a better option than building a site in an area such as Pirton 
without the facilities or provisions for a proposed 15 pitches, 
approximately 26 caravans housing some fifty adults and their 
children.

Please register my objection to the potential gypsy and traveller site at
 Holwell Road Pirton for the reasons stated above.  Please also 
acknowledge receipt of my letter and keep me informed of 
developments.

Re - potential area in Pirton for Gypsy and Traveller pitches

We wish to support Pirton Parish Council regarding the above proposal
 and fully agree with the objection in their letter to you of 7th 
December 2007 that this area is entirely unsuitable for such land use.

I wish to register my rejection to the proposed site for Gypsy and 
Traveller accommodation on the agricultural land between Pirton and 
Holwell for the following reasons:

Firstly and most importantly it is contrary to Government policy (circular
 1/2006) which requires that the views of the Gypsies and Travellers 
organisation be taken into consideration.  In this case it appears to go 
completely contrary to the views stated in the attached letter from the 
Gypsy Council which comments on forcing Gypsies into areas where 
they do not want to be, which is described as being tantamount to 
social suicide and a complete waste of public time and money.  The 
letter identifies concerns over sites on the outskirts of small villages 
where the established settled population may not be able to cope.  
Furthermore, I believe that the three pitches identified in the Regional
 strategy report should be located in either a brown field site or the 
proposed development area to the west of Stevenage.  In the latter 
case those moving into the newly developed area would be aware of 
the presence of these pitches and in either case the location could 
better reflect the needs of the Gypsies/Travellers.

1
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I understand that the owner of the agricultural land and the farmer who
 manages the land are strongly opposed to giving up the land for the 
proposed purpose.

It is contrary to the District Council's policy for villages beyond the 
Green Belt which will "...seek to restrain development pressures, 
maintain the existing pattern of settlements and countryside, and 
enhance the character of existing land uses in urban and rural areas.  
Thus, planning permission will normally be given only when 
development proposals (which include changes of use of buildings or 
land) meet these aims and (1) show the highest standards of layout 
and design, and (2) positively enhance the character and environment 
of the local area."  Taken from the adopted North Hertfordshire District 
Local Plan No. 2, dated April 1996.  In this case the site is overlooked 
by the houses along West Lane which, being raised up above the 
fields, would make screening almost impossible.  In addition many of 
the occupants are elderly and in the words of Hughie Smith's letter, 
"may not be able to cope"

That the site lacks many of the requirements for this type of 
development, such as shopping, health care and clubs and other 
facilities for young people, also the public transport is minimal and the
 site is poorly situated from access to main roads and motorways.  
Finally, it already suffers from over stretched resources such as water 
supply and sewerage.

Would you please bring my views to the attention of the appropriate 
committee and keep me informed of their decision.
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 Webb08/1289 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Re - Potential area for Gypsy & Traveller pitches in Pirton

* Such a site would totally change the character of the village in a 
detrimental way. The proposal area is on a flat, open fields with few 
trees, minimal hedging and is located along the edge of the village. It
 would be highly visible and unacceptably close to the residents along 
the roads it adjoins and to all entering the village form that direction.

* Assimilation of the travellers would be very difficult. Pirton is a small 
peaceful village, beautiful in its own right and located on the edge of 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. The villagers take a pride in 
their village which always scores highly in best kept village 
competition. Such an intrusive, visible Gypsy and traveller site (even if 
well kept) would be strongly resented by Pirton residents

* Pirton does not comply wit the selection criteria. I note that the 
selection criteria include proximity to facilities, schooling and good 
access roads. I cannot believe the Scott Wilson consultants have 
actually been to the Village. In no way does it satisfy these criteria.

Pirton has one very small shop and a small primary school.

Holwell, the next village has no facilities.

The nearest shops, secondary schools and medical facilities are 4 
miles away in Hitchin. There is only an infrequent bus service.

The village is surrounded by narrow country lanes. Access to and from 
the proposed site would be from a narrow lane which is a main route 
into and around the village and barely wide enough for two cars to 
pass - hazardous at the best of times.

* There are more sensible and appropriate solutions. Would it not be 
more appropriate to increase the existing site at Dyers Lane and if 
further pitches are required consider sites which have safe road access, 
are close to local services and shops, do not have high visibility and 
such a drastic, detrimental effect on the host community? In view of 
the development to the west of Stevenage would not that area 
represent a more feasible solution?

1
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 Gammell08/1362 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

We understand the Pirton Parish Council has recently written to you on
 this matter, and we would like to add our objections to the proposal to 
site an area for Gypsy and Traveller pitches in Pirton.  We're 
astounded that you have thought it proper not to have a consultation 
process, when people like us could make our views known.  The roads 
in the area are totally inadequate now, and could not possibly cope 
with increased traffic - when we have rubbish collection in these 
villages, it is impossible to overtake the trucks, and queues of traffic 
quickly build up.  Pirton is a just small rural community with very 
limited facilities.  Holwell next door is even smaller with no facilities at
 all.  Con you please take this letter as a profound objection to this 
proposal.

1

 Scott08/1363 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I was shocked to learn of the proposed travellers site at Pirton.  Apart 
from the obvious damage to the environment, a world shortage of 
wheat and increasing demand for grain for bio-fuel it would appear to 
be a criminal waste of scarce resources to bury good agricultural land 
under concrete.  Surely there are more suitable sites or waste ground 
in need of regeneration.  What is happening to this once green and 
pleasant Land?

1

 Watson08/1434 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

We object to the possible siting of a travellers site adjacent to this 
village.
 
Our reasons are:
 
1    The village has inadequate infrastructure with only one store/Post 
Office.     There is no doctor and we have to use the doctors in Hitchin,
 who are already over-stretched with patients.
 
2    Pirton School is small and only takes children up to the age of 11. 
 Children over 11 have to be bused into Hitchin.
 
3    Roads in/out of the village are inadequate.  They all have 
sections, where two cars cannot pass.  They are heavily congested 
before 9 a.m and in the early evening.  The roads through Holwell to 
the Bedford Road, Hitchin are particularly difficult and tortuous; made 
worse by traffic calming obstructions.
 
Please note this is a provisional listing and we reserve the right to raise
 further objections when you inform us of the criteria by which the site 

1



1139

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

will be selected.  Those used to make the short list do not seem all that
 well defined.  We would like to see a definitive list of the criteria to be
 used for the final selection together with the weightings to be placed 
upon them.

Please refer to our previous correspondence in which we raised the 
question of criteria used in the Scott Wilson Report, and you advised 
us to see section 3 of that report.  We have now studied the report and 
have further comments, some relating to the report generally, and 
others specific to the area near Pirton NH 95.

On the report in general:-

1. The reasons for finding campsites for gypsies are set out in 
paragraphs 2.1.1, 2.1.2, and 2.1.3. and they make little sense.  
Someone seems to have decided, on no authority that we can see, 
that most gypsies no longer wish to travel but we have to make it 
possible for them to maintain the illusion that they do.   Hence we 
arrive at the contradiction: permanent residential sites for people who 
are travellers.  

2. We refer you to paragraph 3.1.1.  This uses Circular 01/2006
 to justify keeping the list of criteria short, and quotes Circular 01/2006 
as follows:  'the more criteria there are, the more restrictive they are'.  
This is a staggering admission.  Criteria are supposed to be restrictive.  
That is what they do.  You can give them different weighting's but you 
can't just omit them for fear they leave you with nothing.  

3. Some kind of scoring system is shown in Figure 1.  How was 
this scoring done and who did it?  To what extent did a given score 
depend on subjective personal judgements made during site visits?  
The areas selected seem to have been chosen by some other means 
before this scoring was done. It is not clear how the boundaries of the 
areas were determined.  

On Area NH 95 at Pirton:-

4. This area must be one of the most exposed places in North 
Herts.  This is obvious from simple inspection but further evidence can 
be seen in the massive windbreaks round New Wrights Farm near the 
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northeast corner of the area.  What fortifications did you have in mind 
that might protect caravans from the winds that sweep across the area?
  It would take many years before a windbreak of trees were mature 
enough to offer protection. Surely nobody in their right mind would 
place a caravan site here.   It is surprising that Scott Wilson make no 
reference to exposure; perhaps this criterion was one of those omitted 
because it would have been too restrictive.

5. The area is a soak-away for waters coming from under the 
chalk uplands to the south.  Storm water is also conducted to that area.
  This may invalidate it as a possible area on which people could live.
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 Kellard08/1440 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to inform you of my strong objection to the proposed 
Travelers site in Pirton for the following reasons:

1. The exposure the site will have from the approach into the 
village, especially as seen across open countryside, will have a serious 
effect upon the character of the countryside and the 'urban fringe' of 
the village. The lie of the land is one that is exposed upon rising 
ground which would be unlikely to be satisfactorily screened even if 
protected by very dense planting and a tree belt. 
2. The proposed means of access is very narrow and close to 
neighboring dwellings. It restricts the creation of a safe route for 
pedestrians and two-way vehicular movements. The nature of 
movements to and from the site, must be expected to include young 
children, including those in push chairs which should be able to use a 
2m wide footpath alongside a min 5m wide roadway with a 500mm 
wide verge on either side. The overall width of such an access should 
not therefore be less than 8m plus an allowance for appropriate 
landscaping to adjacent properties on both sides. 
3. There is not a secondary school within 1km. 
4. There is not a doctor's surgery within 1 km. 

Certainly the use of this land for a Travelers' site would deny the 
village of any opportunity for expansion to increase housing in the 
village. This may not be a popular consideration but this factor is an 
important one in the light of the emerging need to provide substantial 
new housing within North Herts by 2021 - and it may be a preferred 
option, rather than see it used by Travelers. If properly considered, 
such an expansion could utilise a different approach to the use of this 
land, adopting a different and appropriate means of access within a 
co-ordinated master plan to fully integrate new housing into the 
village, incorporating facilities for use in the long term.

1
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 Ransom08/1448 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

We object to the development of the proposed gipsy/traveller site 
NH95 HOLWELL WAY, PIRTON on the following grounds:
 
1.This is good agricultural land adjacent to a conservation area which 
includes 2 Grade 2* buildings, and several Grade 2 buildings. 
 
2. All planning applications for this site north of West Lane have been 
refused, including permission to instal ONE caravan for residential use.
 
3. The site is in close proximity to dense housing along West Lane. 
These houses are built above the road level, and immediately 
overlooking the site.
 
4. Current inadequacy of the village sewage system, with regular 
overflow of raw sewage into a waterway when it rains.
 
5. Narrow access roads with blind bends in Holwell, and heavily parked
 roads in Pirton reducing them to single track.
 
6. Overloading of the village primary school.

1

 Goodman08/1455 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the Gypsies as 
stated in the ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons: 

·         The Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads
 and there are no footways along adjacent roads. Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

·         There is a small primary school in Pirton ¿ it only has 5 
classrooms for 6 years, and within recent years the numbers of children 
applying to gain a place in the Reception class has increased so much
 that we are having instances when Pirton village based children have 
to appeal to gain a place, because they have been deemed 'too far 
away from the school'! I know (as Treasurer to the village Playgroup) 
that the numbers of children moving up from the Playgroup to 
Reception is on the increase which will mean even more cases of 
appeal. 

2
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o        Furthermore, this is a non-Catholic primary school, and I am 
lead to believe that Catholic schools are often the preferred choice by 
the Gypsy community, the nearest of which is in Hitchin, with the 
nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage. School transport is 
not provided to Faith schools.

·         Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in
 the landscape ¿ there is no natural boundary to the area and no 
existing natural screening. The area, which the Scott Wilson report has
 identified, is in an extensive (almost a third the size of Pirton village!) 
mostly flat area ¿ new sympathetic screening would take years to 
establish, any other type of screening would be a visible eye sore on 
what is attractive agricultural land with far ranging views over open 
countryside.

o        The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West 
Lane which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the 
identified area of land. 

o        The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking. 

·         The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District 
Local Plan No. 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected 
Villages beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development 
will not normally be allowed. While these policies expired in 
September 2007, special permission was granted by the Secretary of 
State to save policies beyond this date. It in incumbent on NHDC to 
seed to work within these policies.

·         The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less 
than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

·         Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations 
would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not 
contaminated. As it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to 
flooding.



1144

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

o        The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the 
bottom of Royal Oak Lane from time to time. Costly additions to the 
system would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

·         The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being 
used as a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be
 realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of this land for this purpose.

·         There is no identified need for Gypsy and Traveller sites in the 
North Herts area. The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 ONLY 3 pitches in the North Herts area. Yet despite this, EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches. Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorized gypsy sites in
 North Herts which suggests that the Gypsy and Traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area. I have written to EERA to 
challenge their illogical decision despite its own report, and I would 
ask that you challenge this decision as well.

·         The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites 
located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads, 
and near medical facilities (of which our nearest doctors is 4.2 miles 
and nearest hospital is over 7 miles away). They also would wish for a 
positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the 
integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities 
in the village would not meet their needs.

·         There are other locations in North Herts which would seem to be
 more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has not 
included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable areas of
 search, when such locations would seem to be the most suitable of all,
 and I would appreciate your comments on this curious exclusion. 
Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as follows:

§         Expansion of the existing site in Codicote

§         West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a
 new community
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 Goodman08/1455 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

§         Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.

§         Areas in the former greenbelt

§         Locations near areas of identified need.

I have to write to express my objection to the potential traveller site on 
the edge of Pirton, Herts.

Whilst I completely understand that gypsies and travelers need to have
 somewhere to live, why should it be next to a village, where the 
environment impact, let alone economic, will be felt much harder than
 if they were sited near /around the Stevenage area. 

To have settlers on, what looks like a huge site, will destroy the 
fantastic village community that we have worked so hard for.
Our village design statement works hard to ensure that no 
developments to the village happen outside the village boundaries, 
and I know the planning department are extremely strict so that we 
keep the village in the way that it should be kept ¿ i.e., clean, looking 
good (we won an award this year in the Village of the Year 
Competition), and not ever expanding!!

Will the Herts district council recompense us for the loss of our house 
prices as well ¿ this would mean that they would get less council tax as
 we will all want to be downgraded on our banding!

1

 Whickman08/1457 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I have read the Scott Wilson report and the circular from the Office of 
the Deputy Prime Minister and I am surprised that Pirton has been 
added to the list as I feel that after reading these reports Pirton does 
not meet all of the criteria stated to have a Gypsy / Traveller camp 
sited there.

The following are comments I would like to make about the Scott 
Wilson report:

2
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In section 3.15 of the report, 
¿ Item 1 states

'the camp shall not be located in a residential area' 
Pirton is a residential area. 

¿ Item 2 states that
'camps shall not be located in nature conservation areas' 
The proposed site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation 

Area and less than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

¿ Item 3 states that 
'Camps should be located within a reasonable distance of 

existing services and community facilities. Modes of public transport 
should be available, along with shops, schools and doctors/health 
facilities' 

Pirton has one small shop, just big enough to serve the 
existing residents. 

It does not have any doctors or health facilities, and only 
has one small school that is over subscribed and does not have 
enough space for all of the children of existing residents. The public 
transport facilities consist of a limited bus service into and back from 
Hitchin.

These are comments I would like to make about the circular from the 
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister:

¿ Item 54 (Page 13 of the circular) It is stated that:
'Rural Settings, where not subject to special planning 

constraints, are acceptable in principle. In assessing the suitability of 
such sites local authorities should be realistic about the availability, or 
likely availability, of alternatives to the car in accessing local services. 
Sites should respect the scale of and not dominate the nearest settled 
community. 

They should also avoid placing an undue pressure on the 
local infrastructure'

As stated earlier, Pirton has one small shop, just big enough
 to serve the existing residents. There are no doctors or 
health facilities, and only one small school that is over subscribed and 
does not have enough space for all of the children of existing 
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residents. 
The public transport facilities consist of a limited bus service

 into and back from Hitchin. 
The addition of a gypsy site containing up to 15 pitches 

which is, by the figures provided by yourselves, an increase in the 
population of the village by approx 51people, that represents an 
increase of a minimum of 5% in the current population of approx 
1000 people. That, in my opinion will place undue pressure on the 
local infrastructure and dominate the community.

¿ Item 4 in Annex C (Page 21 of the circular) It is stated that:
 'Enclosing a site with too much landscaping, high walls or 
fences can give the impression of deliberately isolating the site and 
it's occupants from the rest of the community and should be 
avoided' 

The designated area for the site is flat, open and very 
exposed to the elements and when the wind blows across the fields 
from the North it is not very pleasant, and will not be for anybody living
 in a caravan in that exposed position. There will need to be extensive
 screening erected to reduce the affect of the wind and create some 
shelter, even with the screening it will be very exposed and not an 
ideal situation for a caravan site, and as stated in the circular from the 
Deputy Prime Minister, high walls and fences should be avoided. 

Access to the potential site is either via residential areas in Pirton or 
through the centre of the neighbouring village, Holwell. There is no 
direct access to the site from any major road without going through 
these residential areas. Any route to the site will involve using narrow 
winding country lanes which, in my opinion, will not be suitable for 
large vehicles towing large caravans. I believe that the regularity of 
these types of vehicles using these lanes will incur considerable 
damage to the lanes and hedgerows.

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.
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 Whickman08/1457 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

I am writing to express my concern over the news that the Village of 
Pirton is on the list of potential sites for a gypsy/traveller camp.
 
I have read the Scott Wilson report and I am surprised that Pirton has 
been added to the list as I feel that it does not meet all of the criteria 
stated in the report to have a gypsy camp sited there.
 
In section 3.15 of the report:
Item 1 states 'the camp shall not be located in a residential area' 
Pirton is a residential area. 
 
Item 2 states that 'camps shall not be located in nature conservation 
areas' 
Pirton is a conservation area.
 
Item 3 states that 'Camps should be located within a reasonable 
distance of existing services and community facilities. Modes of public 
transport should be available, along with shops, schools and 
doctors/health facilities' 
Pirton has one small shop, just big enough to serve the existing 
residents. 
It does not have any doctors or health facilities, and only has one 

1
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small school that is over subscribed and does not have enough space 
for all of the children of existing residents. The public transport 
facilities consist of a limited bus service into and back form Hitchin.
 
Access to the potential site is either via residential areas in Pirton or 
through the centre of the neighbouring village, Holwell. There is no 
direct access to the site from any major road without going through 
these residential areas. Any route to the site will involve using narrow 
winding country lanes which, in my opinion, will not be suitable for 
large vehicles towing large caravans. I believe that the regularity of 
these types of vehicles using these lanes will incur considerable 
damage to the lanes and hedgerows.
 
I cannot find anywhere in the Scott Wilson report any mention of 
considering the concerns the local residents may have in any of the 
potential sites. It appears that the report has been compiled to 
consider the requirements of the travellers only; it has not taken into 
account the requirements of the existing local residents at all. A lot of 
the residents I have spoken to in Pirton have great concerns and 
reservations about having a gypsy/traveller site located so close to their
 homes. Unfortunately gypsies and travellers do have a reputation, and
 whereas I do recognise that not all are like it, there is a fear that some 
of the gypsies will not show a great respect for their neighbours or their 
local environment, and the Scott Wilson report does not mention 
anything about putting plans in place to reassure the existing residents
 that there fears are unfounded.
 
I understand that the proposed site for the camp in Pirton has had 
planning permission to build homes for local people turned down on 
numerous occasions. How can this be? And yet the site be OK for 
converting to a gypsy camp. 
 
Will the District council explain why they are considering putting the 
needs of a group of people that do not vote and pay the minimum in 
taxes before local taxpaying voters?



1150

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

 

 

Webb

Webb

08/1459

08/1459

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006.  There is no local doctor surgery or 
hospital; there is no local low cost shopping facility; there is very 
limited public transport; the proposed site is on a narrow country road 
with no lighting or footpath; the local primary school is already 
oversubscribed; there is virtually no legal local employment 
opportunity.

This is an open windswept, often waterlogged site which would require
 a great deal of screening and draining.  A traveller site in this locaiton
 would be highly visible and have huge impact on the villate.  It would
 be resented by residents, particularly those adjacent and this would 
create a barrier to integration into the community.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no desire to live in this area.

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

Please register my objection to the potential site at Pirton and kindly 
acknowledge receipt of my letter.

cc: Peter Lilley, EERA

I understand there is no consultation process planned at this stage and 
am therefore writing to set out my objections to the proposal to site an 

2

1
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Road, Pirton area for Gypsy and Traveller pitches in Pirton.
¿ Such a site would totally change the character of the village
 in a detrimental way. The proposed area is on flat, open fields with 
few trees, minimal hedging and is located along the edge of the 
village. It would be  highly visible and unacceptably close  to  the 
residents along the roads it adjoins and to all entering the village from
 that direction. 
¿ Assimilation of the travellers would be very difficult. Pirton is
 a small peaceful village, beautiful in its own right and located on the 
edge of an area outstanding natural beauty.  The villagers take a pride
 in their village which always scores highly in  the best kept village 
competition. Such an intrusive, visible  Gypsy and Traveller site (even 
if well kept) would  be strongly resented by Pirton residents. 
¿ Pirton does not comply with the selection criteria. I note that
 the selection criteria include proximity to facilities,  schooling and  
good access roads. I cannot believe the Scott Wilson consultants have 
actually been to the village. In no way does it satisfy these criteria.
Pirton has one very small shop and a small primary school.
Holwell, the next village has no facilities.
The nearest shops, secondary schools and medical facilities are 4 
miles away in Hitchin.  There is only an infrequent bus service. 
The village is surrounded by narrow country lanes. Access to and from 
the proposed site would be from a narrow lane which is a main route 
into and around the village and barely wide enough for two cars to 
pass ¿ hazardous at the best of times.
¿ There are more sensible and appropriate solutions Would it 
not be more appropriate to increase the existing site at Dyers Lane and
 if further pitches are required  consider sites which have safe road 
access, are close to local services and shops, do not have high visibility
 and such a drastic, detrimental  effect on the host community? In view
 of the development to the west of Stevenage would not that area 
represent a more feasible solution?

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006. 
There is no local doctor surgery or hospital; there is no local low cost 
shopping facility; there is very limited public transport; the proposed 
site is on a narrow country road with no lighting or footpath; the local 
primary school is already oversubscribed; there is virtually no legal 
local employment opportunity.
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This is an open windswept, often waterlogged site which would require
 a great deal of screening and draining. A traveller site in this location 
would be highly visible and have huge impact on the village. It would 
be resented by residents, particularly those adjacent and this would 
create a barrier to integration into the community.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no desire to live in this area.  

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.
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 Webb08/1461 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006.  There is no local doctor surgery or 
hospital; there is no local low cost shopping facility; there is very 
limited public transport; the proposed site is on a narrow country road 
with no lighting or footpath; the local primary school is already 
oversubscribed; there is virtually no legal local employment 
opportunity.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.

There are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North Herts which 
suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no desire to live 
in this area.  The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have
 sites located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major 
roads and near medical facilities, and that they would wish for a 
positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the 
integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities 
in the village would not meet their needs.

One way or another it seems unbelievable to me that this site could be
 considered suitable.

Please register my objection to the potential site and kindly 
acknowledge receipt of my letter.

cc: Peter Lilley, EERA

2
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 Webb08/1461 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am aghast at the very idea of a gypsy site being established in Pirton.
I do not suppose anyone is delighted with the idea wherever you 
decide to establish these sites. However, Pirton is a prosperous village 
with a highly active community and already substantial amounts of 
money is being promised to fight this through to the bitter end if 
necessary.
Do not think for one minute Pirton will be an easy option. We will use 
every pathway imaginable to fight this outrageous idea.

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006. 
There is no local doctor surgery or hospital; there is no local low cost 
shopping facility; there is very limited public transport; the proposed 
site is on a narrow country road with no lighting or footpath; the local 
primary school is already oversubscribed; there is virtually no legal 
local employment opportunity.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Review document clearly shows an 
identified need for only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite 
of this EERA has chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find 
locations for 15 pitches.  

There are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North Herts which 
suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no desire to live 
in this area.  The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have
 sites located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major 
roads and near medical facilities, and that they would wish for a 
positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the 
integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities 
in the village would not meet their needs.

One way or another it seems unbelievable to me that this site could be
 considered suitable.

1

 Hofton08/1462 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I appreciate that you will have received a large number of letters 
objecting to the proposed site for Gypsies and Travellers close to 
Holwell Road Pirton (Ref NH95) on the grounds of lack of facilities, the 

2
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narrow access roads, and the fact that it does not meet the 
requirements of the Gypsies and Travellers themselves. These are all 
powerful arguments against the proposed site.

Although I am writing to support the objections from Pirton and 
Holwell Parish Councils, set out in their detailed reports, I would also 
like to address two very different aspects of the proposal. One relates to
 the history of Gypsies and Travellers in Pirton and the other relates to 
the fact that the proposed site would be overlooked by about 60 
houses on the higher ground of Holwell Road, West Lane and 
Shillington Road.

I have been concerned with researching and recording the history of 
Pirton for more than 20 years and I have co-authored two books on the 
village ('A foot on three Daisies' and 'Pirton over the last 100 years'). 
While there were seasonal visits by gypsies to help with the pea and 
the potato harvests up until the 1970s, there was never a history of 
permanent settlement in Pirton. Changes in arable farming away from 
labour-intensive crops and increased mechanisation has meant there 
have been no opportunities for about 30 years for casual work on any 
of the farms close to the village. Even when there was a requirement 
for casual work provided by Gypsies and Travellers, they camped at the
 Hitchin end of Hambridge Way, close to the village of Ickleford. The 
conclusion must be that the proposed site is unsuitable on the basis 
that there is no recent history of Gypsy settlement and there is a 
complete lack of employment opportunities.

On the second issue, my house is one of only three on the north side of
 Holwell Road. Planning permissions for additional development has 
rightfully been refused on the north side of the road, even in the case 
of a neighbouring plot where cottages stood until the early 1900s. This
 means that the existing houses in Holwell Road and in particular on 
West Lane have an uninterrupted view of the proposed site. No 
amount of screening with trees would prevent the proposed site being 
overlooked.

I have driven past several sites for Gypsies and Travellers and note that
 most are surrounded by 2m fencing and have lighting supplied by 
high street lamps. Such an arrangement in Pirton would mean that not
 only would vans, lorries, trailers and caravans be clearly visible during 
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 Hofton08/1462 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

the day and at night, but also at night the illumination would be 
particularly intrusive. This is a second powerful argument for the 
rejection of the proposed site at Pirton

On the basis of the above arguments, please record my strong 
objections and advise NHDC that the proposed site is completely 
unsuitable.

In the absence of a consultation process, I am writing to set out my 
objections to the proposal to site an area for Gypsy and Traveller 
pitches in Pirton. I am aware that Pirton Parish Council has also written
 to you on this matter. 

I think that it would be much more appropriate to increase the size of 
the existing site at Dyers Lane in the area west of Stevenage. This 
would be close to schools, shops and medical facilities. If further 
pitches are required beyond a larger Dyers Lane site, then a further site
 in this area would represent a very sensible solution. The 
simultaneous development of a Travellers site and new housing would
 be more likely to result in such a new site being readily established as 
a part of the local community, as of course would expansion of the 
existing site at Dyers Lane. If a new site in the area west of Stevenage 
is not considered appropriate, the proposed sites STI and ST2 
identified in the Scott Wilson Report would be very suitable 
alternatives, as sites located close to shopping, educational, and 
medical facilities.

Another alternative would be to develop brownfield sites on the 
outskirts of the major towns in North Herts, or on untidy/derelict land. 
Such sites are more likely to be close to shops and medical and 
educational facilities than rural locations.

Pirton is a small rural community with only limited facilities. Holwell is 
even smaller with no facilities at all. The impact of a site for Gypsies 
and Travellers would be very significant. It was also make a big ¿ and 
very negative -- visual impact. The placement of such a site in an area
 of unscreened flat farmland would be to make it stand out, visible and
 obvious for some considerable distance. It would intrude in an area at 
the foot of the Chilterns, which is an area of outstanding natural 
beauty. Links to major roads to Hitchin, Luton and Bedford are through

1
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 narrow country lanes and are not suitable for additional traffic.

 

 Pirton Sports and
 Social Club

08/1463 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I would like to register my opposition to the proposed site for gypsies 
and travellers on farmland between Pirton and Holwell.

Apart from the visual impact such a site would have on flat, open 
farmland, the absence of local amenities and educational facilities 
make this site, in my opinion very unsuitable.
 
Access to the proposed site is also plainly poor ¿ either through 
Holwell village with narrow, dangerous corners on the only road, or 
through Pirton, which also has restricted access on the only road to 
Holwell. 

In my opinion, the development of existing sites in Stevenage is a far 
more sensible option.

1



1158

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

 Bhowmick08/1464 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to set out my objections to the proposal to site an area for 
Gypsy and Traveller pitches in Pirton.

Pirton is a small rural community with only limited facilities. Holwell is 
even smaller with no facilities at all. Many of the criteria set out in the 
Scott Wilson report are not met; No Doctors surgery nor medical facility
 exists within a five mile radius, there are limited shopping facilities 
that have very limited opening hours and the village school is unable 
to offer places to children of families already living in the village. This 
is set to continue as the Village Playgroup is full to the point of it 
being required to open in the afternoons in addition to the mornings.

Another, significant criteria set out in the Scott Wilson report and 
singularly not met is Visual Impact. The visual impact would be large 
and negative as the placement of such a site in an area of unscreened
 flat farmland would be to make it stand out, visible and obvious for 
some considerable distance. The Scott Wilson report recommends that
 sites requiring extensive earthworks be avoided. Pirton is just such a 
site. It would intrude in an area at the foot of the Chilterns, which is an 
area of outstanding natural beauty. Links to major roads to Hitchin, 
Luton and Bedford are through narrow country lanes and are not 
suitable for additional traffic.

I believe it would be much more appropriate to increase the size of the
 existing site at Dyers Lane in the area west of Stevenage. This would 
be close to schools, shops and medical facilities. If further pitches are 
required beyond a larger Dyers Lane site, then a further site in this 
area would represent a very sensible solution. The simultaneous 
development of a Travellers site and new housing would be more 
likely to result in such a new site being readily integrated as a part of 
the local community, as of course would expansion of the existing site 
at Dyers Lane. Another alternative would be to develop brownfield 
sites on the outskirts of major towns in North Herts, or on untidy/derelict 
land. Such sites are more likely to be close to shops and medical and 
educational facilities than rural locations.

2
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 Bhowmick08/1464 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

In the absence of a consultation process, I am writing to set out my 
objections to the proposal to site an area for Gypsy and Traveller 
pitches in Pirton. I am aware that Pirton Parish Council has also written
 to you on this matter.

I think that it would be much more appropriate to increase the size of 
the existing site at Dyers Lane in the area west of Stevenage. This 
would be close to schools, shops and medical facilities. If further 
pitches are required beyond a larger Dyers Lane site, then a further site
 in this area would represent an very sensible solution. The 
simultaneous development of a Travellers site and new housing would
 be more likely to result in such a new site being readily established as 
a part of the local community, as of course would expansion of the 
existing site at Dyers Lane. If a new site in the area west of Stevenage 
is not considered appropriate, the proposed sites STI and ST2 
identified in the Scott Wilson Report would be very suitable 
alternatives, as sites located close to shopping, educational, and 
medical facilities.

Another alternative would be to develop brownfield sites on the 
outskirts of the major towns in North Herts, or on untidy/derelict land. 
Such sites are more likely to be close to shops and medical and 
educational facilities than rural locations.

Pirton is a small rural community with only limited facilities. Holwell is 
even smaller with no facilities at all. The impact of a site for Gypsies 
and Travellers would be very significant. It was also make a big ¿ and 
very negative -- visual impact. The placement of such a site in an area
 of unscreened flat farmland would be to make it stand out, visible and
 obvious for some considerable distance. It would intrude in an area at 
the foot of the Chilterns, which is an areas of outstanding natural 
beauty. Links to major roads to Hitchin, Luton and Bedford are through
 narrow country lanes and are not suitable for additional traffic.

1

 Rowe08/1465 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I have just heard within Pirton that the opportunity for local residents to
 comment on the Scott Wilson report regarding potential sites for Gipsy
 and Traveller 
pitches will close on the evening of Friday 7th December.

While I had intended making some personal comments in a more 

1
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considered manner, given the lack of time available I have three 
points I would like to raise and understand about the Scott Wilson 
report.

Firstly there appears as a resident to be a policy of ensuring no one 
gets an opportunity to raise any concerns. When the Scott Wilson 
report was initially published there was a meeting in Pirton (at 12 
hours notice), I believe with the Parish Council and the Planning 
Committee. We were explicitly told that this would not be discussing 
the Scott Wilson report so very few residents felt the need to arrange to
 attend the meeting at such short notice. That turned out not to be the 
case. Now we have this opportunity to comment to the planning policy 
group for North Herts, however the closing date for these comments 
was publicized as mid-to-late December, then we find out again on 24 
hours notice it is being closed today. There is a definite lack of 
communication regarding this process and the lack of timely 
information and apparent desire to prevent residents having the 
opportunity to get information and comment is very concerning.

Secondly - and I realise this is more to do with general policy than 
specifically the Scott Wilson report - I don't understand why permanent 
pitches are regarded as travelers sites. So far as I can tell the proposal 
is for a site with a number of permanent pitches, where the expectation
 is people will live permanently. Given that this isn't about providing 
facilities who want to live a travelling lifestyle - I assume travelling 
means moving from place-to-place - I don't understand why providing 
permanent pitches meets their needs. If people do want to settle down 
and live as permanent residents in a community then that is obviously 
a need which should be assessed by the council how best to address it.
 However I don't understand why legal facilities put together to 
facilitate people who want to be transient residents should be used to 
provide permanent residencies. So far as I can tell from the 
requirement for permanent pitches, if I wanted to live in a nice, 
countryside setting it is acceptable if I put a permanent caravan / 
mobile home there but not if I build a house there - without going 
through the normal planning consent.

Finally and more specifically about the Scott Wilson report and the 
potential site at Pirton / Holwell. These are two small - very small in 
the case of Holwell - villages with limited transport links, very little 
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work, no medical facilities, limited school facilities, etc. Particularly 
with the transport links, access to the proposed site is through one or 
the other village down narrow country lanes. Road usage throughout 
the villages is significant and the ability to get wide vehicles (caravans)
 through the villages to the site I believe would be particularly difficult.
 On the facilities side, the impact of a number of new families into the 
community will be significant. Having had significant expansion 
particularly in Pirton over the last year with the Hambridge Way 
houses, the ability of the village to absorb more people into 
particularly the primary school is concerning as a resident. I also 
question the ability of Hitchin to provide appropriate the medical 
facilities taking into account the number of new dwellings - particularly
 flats - which have been built there recently.

In summary I sincerely hope the communication process around this 
consultation can be significantly improved so that I as a resident feel 
that my concerns about how the potential introduction of a relatively 
significant number of new permanent dwellings into two small 
communities are being listened to.
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 Duff08/1499 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above proposal. I 
attended a meeting at the village hall in Pirton on 31st January 2008 
and my points come from that meeting. I am a resident of Pirton.
 
There may well be a number of environmental and/or social reasons 
why Pirton/North Herts would not be a good choice, but I heard several
 bits of information concerning the gypsies at that meeting with which I
 was concerned.
 
Firstly, there would seem to be a confusion over the need for a gypsy 
site in North Herts and the proposed provision as suggested by EERA, 
who would seem to contradicting their own research. There is 
apparently no history of gypsies and travellers in North Herts (apart 
from the private site at Codicote) and the recommendation was for one
 pitch. EERA seem to recommending 3 or 15 pitches. I'm not sure why 
this should be, but I assume it is due to some form of distribution 
process that ignores the needs of the gypsies themselves.
 
This seems to me self-defeating. I shall write to EERA separately, but 
would like NHDC to strongly counter this thinking which appears to me 
flawed.    
 
Secondly, I heard the member of the Council at the meeting (forgotten
 her name I'm afraid), say that the Council had consulted with gypsy 
and traveller representatives and they would not want to be sited in a 
village such as Pirton, but would prefer proximity to a town to be 
nearer to services etc. Again it seems folly to spend tax payers money 
on developing a site that the gypsies themselves do not want. It also 
runs counter to other Government policies such as 'choice', 'rights' and 
'inclusion' which the government are busy promoting in the health and
 social care sector, for example and is therefore being discriminatory 
against gypsies and travellers by not listening to their views. Far better,
 in my view, to work with the travelling community to identify mutually 
agreeable sites.
 
In my opinion, a gypsy site in Pirton could be workable providing the 
general laws and rules that apply to all of us are equally observed by 
the travelling community, but for the reasons given above it seems to 
make no sense to provide a gypsy and travelling site in Pirton.

1
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 Lomas08/1724 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to you concerning my objection to the possible Gypsy and 
Traveller site in PIRTON ¿ ref NH95. My reasons for objecting are 
listed below: 

Facilities
There is only a small primary COE school in the village which I 
understand have had instances of children in the village not been able
 to obtain a place, so I feel we cannot provide any more places at the 
school. Also, I understand travellers prefer Catholic schools and the 
nearest Primary is in Hitchin and secondary in Stevenage.
We only have a small post office in Pirton, and therefore the nearest 
supermarket shop is in Hitchin, as well as the doctor's surgery as we 
have no medical facilities near to hand.

Access
Holwell Road is a narrow and bendy road without pathways to walk into
 the village. I also understand permission was previously turned down 
to have pathways made. Pirton does not need anymore traffic coming 
into the village as I feel this would cause a danger to the many 
children and old people on the roads in the village.
There is a skeleton bus service, so most people have to use cars to get 
to Hitchin and the surrounding areas for work and shopping, as there 
are no or hardly any jobs within Pirton.

The land proposed is very flat and open without any screening and 
boundary markers- I think there would be huge costs in screening and 
would take years to grow to make a gypsy/traveller site less intrusive to 
the area. This land seems to get flooded during heavy rain periods. 
Also, part of this land was a former sewerage so this would need to be 
investigated.

From the meeting at our village hall last month, it has been clear to 
state that the owners of the land would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for the purpose of gypsy/traveller site.

THE GYPSY COMMUNITY HAVE STATED THEY WOULD PREFER 
TO LIVE CLOSER TO TOWN FACILTIES AND NEAR SCHOOL, 
SHOPS, DOCTORS AND MAIN ROADS ¿ THIS WOULD MEAN THEY 
WOULD NOT INTEGRATE INTO OUR VILLAGE AS THEIR NEEDS 

2
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 Lomas08/1724 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

WOULD NOT BE MET!

Alternative Sites we feel should be taken into consideration:

Land off the Baldock by-pass, which has existing services and close to 
major roads.
Expand Dyers Lane, West of Stevenage
New site to be included in the planned development of the area west 
of Stevenage
Codicote ¿ Expand

We are writing to you as we are extremely concerned with the 
proposed plan to build a Gypsy and Traveller site at Holwell Road in 
Pirton. Our main reasons for objecting are pointed out below:
* Facilities - The criteria set out in circular Jan 2006 states that these 
sites must have access to certain local services: medical, shops and 
schools. Pirton has no medical, a small primary school and tiny shop 
only just adequate for our needs.
* Access - Increased traffic into the village would bring increased 
danger to pedestrians especially children and the elderly. All roads 
into Pirton are extremely narrow and Bendy which could present a 
potential danger of accidents.
* Visibility - The land proposed is open and flat and therefore the site 
would be extremely visible. Pirton is not within an ANOB, but I 
understand is less than 600 metres away from the Chilterns which is an 
area of natural beauty - should also be a factor against the traveller 
site in Pirton.
* Alternative Sites - We understand you need to find a suitable site for 
the travellers but we feel Pirton cannot provide the infrastructure that is
 required and feel there are other sites such as West of Stevenage, 
sites ST1 and ST2 which can provide the necessary facilities.
Thank you for reading this letter and hope the objections above will 
help in your quest and consider removing Pirton Village from your list 
of potential sites.

1

 Turner08/1778 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).  My 
reasons for objecting are set out below. 

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 

1
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stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons: 

The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away.

The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles away in 
Hitchin, except for one small village shop/post office with limited 
supplies.

If our Post Office is closed this year (as it well might), there will be no 
access for services such as benefits.

The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If a Gypsy Site
 was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles in the 
local area would inevitably increase. 

Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways in the 
village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. There 
is no direct access to any major roads. 

There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there have been 
instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a place at 
the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred by the 
gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  School 
transport is not provided to faith schools.  

Employment opportunities in Pirton are virtually non-existent.
 
There is only the sketchiest pretence of police presence in the 
village.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
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new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies. 

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use. 

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land. 

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking. 

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose. 

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
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pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report? 

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows: 

Expansion of the existing site in Codicote. 
West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a new 
community. 
Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction workers, 
which is close to the road network and has existing services. 
Areas in the former greenbelt 
Locations near areas of identified need.

 Turner08/1779 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).  My 
reasons for objecting are set out below. 

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away.

1



1168

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles away in 
Hitchin, except for one small village shop/post office with limited 
supplies.

If our Post Office is closed this year (as it well might), there will be no 
access for services such as benefits.
 
The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If a Gypsy Site
 was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles in the 
local area would inevitably increase. 

Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways in the 
village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. There 
is no direct access to any major roads. 

There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there have been 
instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a place at 
the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred by the 
gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  School 
transport is not provided to faith schools.  

Employment opportunities in Pirton are virtually non-existent. 

There is only the sketchiest pretence of police presence in the 
village.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape. 

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 



1169

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies. 

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding. 

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use. 

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land. 

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking. 

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report? 
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The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs. 

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows: 

Expansion of the existing site in Codicote. 
West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a new 
community. 
Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction workers, 
which is close to the road network and has existing services. 
Areas in the former greenbelt 
Locations near areas of identified need.

 Carroll08/1780 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).  My 
reasons for objecting are set out below.

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 

1
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the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
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it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
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suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Lewis08/1781 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006. 
There is no local doctor surgery or hospital; there is no local low cost 
shopping facility; there is very limited public transport; the proposed 
site is on a narrow country road with no lighting or footpath; the local 
primary school is already oversubscribed; there is virtually no legal 
local employment opportunity.

1

 Seez08/1782 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I would like to raise my objections to the site being at this location. My 
reasons are based around the recommended policy criteria and how I 
feel the site does not meet these.
Access
The road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and 
there are no footways along adjacent roads (and requests for these 
have previously been refused by the Highway authority). The roads are
 currently only able to accommodate two medium size cars to pass, 
anything larger and one vehicle has to find a place to pull off the 
road. This is especially dangerous on the two blind corners as you 
enter Holwell travelling from Pirton. The condition of the roads in this 
area is also poor, for example there are often potholes that need to be 
repaired entering both Pirton and Holwell. Also, for access to the site 
from an A or B road you have to drive through either Pirton or Holwell, 
both of which do not have the road capacity to handle increased traffic
 safely.
Site conditions
Currently Pirton is recognised as having low water pressure that we 

1
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certainly experience in our house. This questions whether the water 
pressure level would be able to support an additional development of 
this size. I believe that part of the land proposed is a former sewage 
works and investigations would need to be undertaken to ensure that 
the land is not contaminated. As it is, the land is often sodden and 
prone to flooding.
Accessibility of services
Overall, Pirton and Holwell support services are currently only able to 
meet demand and in some circumstances demand exceeds supply. For
 example, I am aware of four children, two of which live in Pirton and 
two in Holwell, who were initially not successful in securing a place at 
Pirton primary school for the September 2008 intake and had to 
appeal to gain a place at the school. This begs the question that if the
 school is unable to accommodate children who currently live in Pirton
 and Holwell how would there be spaces for any increase in demand? 
There is only one village shop in Pirton with a limited space and 
range of products and this is often overstretched at busy times of the 
day. 
There are no facilities such as doctor or primary care services, for these
 you need to travel into Hitchin.
Neighbouring uses
As I have raised previously, I feel that the infrastructure would not 
accommodate any development at this site. And it is difficult to 
understand from a layman's perspective how appropriate landscaping 
could be undertaken without detrimentally affecting the character of 
the landscape.
Protected areas
I understand that the site is less than 600m from an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and also that that a number of planning 
applications have been refused in the village as parts of it are classed 
as a conservation area.

Please could you register my objection to this site and I hope that my 
views are considered as part of the planning process.  I would be 
grateful if you could confirm receipt of this letter and keep me updated
 with any developments.

 Smith08/1783 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

The gypsies describe their needs as: 

"Access to shops and supermarkets for low budget shopping" 

1
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Pirton has a small village shop that is great for the odd pint of milk and
 newspaper but is definitely not 'low budget' but also does not have 
enough variety of food to satisfy this need.

"Access to doctors / hospitals" 
Pirton has no doctors surgery in the village. The nearest doctor is 4.5 
miles away i.e. a bus or car journey away. The nearest hospital is over 
7 miles away in Stevenage.

"Near to families and relatives" 
I know of no other gypsy sites in this area. 

"Public transport network" 
Although there is a bus service from Pirton to Hitchin, it is a rural, 
infrequent service, 

"Access to post office / bank" 
There is a post office in Pirton but no bank. 

"Good road access" 
Pirton is a small village, accessible via small country roads. 

"Access to schools" 
The village primary school is over subscribed, with not enough room 
for the existing village children. The gypsies would have to take there 
children to schools else where or, if they gained a place above the 
existing residence this could cause major hostility.

Senior schools are not close by i.e. a bus ride to Hitchin. 

I should also like to point out the following: 

There extremely few opportunities for local employment of the 
gypsies. 

Pirton is a small, quite village. The influx of many people would 
greatly increase the amount of vehicles on the roads. 

Pirton is an affluent, middle class village. I doubt whether gypsies 
would feel like they 'fitted in'. 
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The village has a "village design statement" and strict planning 
regulations imposed on all new builds and home improvements. It 
seams extremely unfair that a  caravan park should bypass all this. 

Pirton is a beautiful village. I believe it is the wrong place to put a 
gypsy camp, not only for the current residence, who really don't want it,
 but I'm sure the gypsies would be happier in a less rural setting, closer 
to amenities, public transport, employment etc. 

 

 

Smith

Smith

08/1784

08/1784

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

As a resident of the village of Pirton, I am concerned to have received 
som information today (see below) that has the potential to disrupt and
 change the face of our village.  I believe it is inappropriate to be 
thinking of placing a travellers site on the edge of a peaceful location, 
which in most parts is devoid of the stressed and strains of moderm 
ciivilisation thrusts upon us in this day and age.

The gypsies describe their needs as: 
"Access to shops and supermarkets for low budget shopping" 
Pirton has a small village shop which is definitely not 'low budget' but 
also does not have enough variety of food to satisfy this need.

"Access to doctors / hospitals" 
Pirton has no doctors surgery in the village. The nearest doctor is 4.5 
miles away, and the nearest hospital is over 7 miles away in 
Stevenage.

"Near to families and relatives" 
Not aware of any other gypsy sites in this area. 

"Public transport network" 
The bus service from Pirton to Hitchin, is a rural, infrequent service, 

"Access to post office / bank" 
There is a post office in Pirton but no bank. 

"Good road access" 
Pirton is a small village, accessible via small country roads. 

2

1
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"Access to schools" 
The village primary school is over subscribed with not enough room for
 the existing village children. The nearest Senior schools are located 
in Hitchin.

I should also like to point out the following: 

Pirton is a small, quite village and the opportunity of local 
employment, for gypsies or any other person for that matter,  is 
extremely limited.

The village has a "village design statement" and strict planning 
regulations imposed on all new builds and home improvements. It 
seams extremely unfair that a  caravan park should bypass all this. 

Pirton is a beautiful village. I believe it is the wrong place to put a 
gypsy camp, not only for the current residents , who really don't want it,
 but I'm sure the gypsies would be far happier in a less rural setting, 
closer to amenities, public transport, employment etc. 

Please register my objection to this flawed plan and quickly bring an 
end to the worry and concern that is being imposed onto my family 
and the vast majority of residents in Pirton Village

 Turner08/1785 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away.

The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles away in 
Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited supplies.

The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last  bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at  6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If a  Gypsy 
Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase Road access to the
 proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there are no footways 
along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways in the 

1
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village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. There 
is no direct access to any major roads.

There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there have been 
instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a place at 
the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred by the 
gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  School 
transport is not provided to faith schools.
 
Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.   

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.
  
The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
 it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
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which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.
 
The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.
Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North 
Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no 
strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be challenged 
in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a new 
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community.
Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction workers, 
which is close to the road network and has existing services.
Areas in the former greenbelt
Locations near areas of identified need.

 Turner08/1787 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away. 
The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles away in 
Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited supplies.
The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If a Gypsy Site
 was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles in the 
local area would inevitably increase Road access to the proposed site 
is on narrow, country roads and there are no footways along adjacent 
roads.  Requests for footways in the village have previously been 
refused by the Highway authority. There is no direct access to any 
major roads.

There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there have been 
instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a place at 
the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred by the 
gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  School 
transport is not provided to faith schools.

Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  
 
Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

1



1181

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane
from time to time.  Costly additions to the system would need to be 
carried out to accommodate increased use.
The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.
Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North 
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Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North 
Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no 
strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be challenged 
in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:
 
Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a new 
community.
Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction workers, 
which is close to the road network and has existing services.
Areas in the former greenbelt 
Locations near areas of identified need.

 Stimson08/1798 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  I understand that 
requests for footways in the village have previously been refused by 
the Highway authority.  There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 

1
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Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase and put extra 
pressure on the narrow roads referred to above.

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed.  While these policies expired in September 
2007, special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save
 policies beyond this date.  It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated.  As
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 it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated.  Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion.  Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
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¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Dec08/1799 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

ENVIRONMENTAL OBJECTIONS
¿ Any site within the selected area of search would be 
obtrusive in the landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in 
an extensive mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst 
attractive rolling agricultural land with far ranging views over open 
countryside.  There is no natural boundary to the area and no existing 
natural screening; new screening would take years to establish and 
would not be sympathetic to the landscape.
¿ The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the 
District Local Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to 
Selected Villages beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where 
development will not normally be allowed. While these policies 
expired in September 2007, special permission was granted by the 
Secretary of State to save policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on
 NHDC to seek to work within these policies.
¿ The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less
 than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
¿ Part of the land is a former sewerage works and 
investigations would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is 
not contaminated. As it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to 
flooding.
¿ The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at 
the bottom of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to 
the system would need to be carried out to accommodate increased 
use.
¿ The Scott Willson Report fails to acknowledge the existence 
of our 'Village Design Statement' which is accepted as Supplementary 
Planning Guidance. 
INFRASTRUCTURE OBJECTIONS
A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:
¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.
¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

1
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¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 
¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.
¿ The access from the proposed site cannot be considered as 
safe or convenient as it is necessary to pass through either Pirton or 
Holwell to gain access to major roads and to use narrow lanes to do so.
  The Gypsies/Traveller community tend to drive larger vehicles and 
occasionally towing caravans, both of which, are the least suitable 
vehicle movements for these road types.
¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 
¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  
PLANNING OBJECTIONS
¿ The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in 
West Lane which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the 
identified area of land.
¿ The selected area is on productive farmland, with its 
associated odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with 
associated, almost constant, barking.
¿ The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it 
being used as a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could 
not be realistically released, and I would not agree with the 
compulsory purchase of land for this purpose.
¿ There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in 
the North Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's 
Regional Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an 
identified need for only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite 
of this EERA has chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find 
locations for 15 pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded 
unauthorised gypsy sites in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy 
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and traveller community have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can
 EERA's decision be challenged in face of the evidence in its own 
report?
¿ The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have 
sites located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major 
roads and near medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a 
positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the 
integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities 
in the village would not meet their needs.  Its seems that the Scott 
Willson report has not taken into consideration the needs and views of 
the Gypsy / Traveller Community. 
ALTERNATIVE SUGGESTIONS 
There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:
1. Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.  The Scott 
Willson Report identifies this existing site as 'having the potential to 
accommodate additional pitches within their existing boundaries.'  and
 yet, presumably because it is just inside the Green Belt, it fails to 
appear in the potential sites list, this seems ridiculous and it should be 
considered alongside the others.
2. West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
3. Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
4. Areas in the former greenbelt 
5. Locations near areas of identified need.
Please register my objection to the potential gypsy and traveller site at
 Holwell Road, Pirton for the reasons stated above. 
Please also note that I have presented a many points above which 
indicate that the Scott Willson report is, in my opinion, flawed in many
 areas. I therefore think that it is an inadequate basis to identify 
potential sites. 

08/1801 1
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 Lancaster NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Primary Objections

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Other Considerations

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
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sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
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in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Langley08/1802 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Primary Objections
A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:
¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.
¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.
¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 

1
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a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 
¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.
¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools.
¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  
Other Considerations
Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.
The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.
The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.
The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.
The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.
The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 



1192

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.
The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.
There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?
The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.
There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:
¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.
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 Burgess08/1805 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to object to the possible siting of a new Gypsy and 
Travellers site on the field opposite my house.At the moment we enjoy
 uninterrupted views of open countryside and to place the new site in 
this position would be a considerable blot on the landscape.

The field being considered is not the best location for the travellers 
site as there are issues which would have to be addressed in the 
following categories:       
1.Access ¿ Roads around the site are narrow country lanes without 
proper footpaths.

2.Loss of valuable farmland -  The current use of the land is for 
farming and the current owners would not wish that their land is used 
as a caravan/travellers site.I would not support the compulsory 
purchase of this land for the gypsy site. 

3.Foul Sewer -  There have been problems with the foul sewer 
overflowing in the area of the possible site which suggests that the 
sewer is already up to capacity.

4.Schooling- There are not enough school places in the Pirton School 
to satisfy the current demand from the village.The children from a 
gypsy site would not be able to find places here at the present time.

5.Public Transport ¿ There is a limited bus service to the village at this
 time.

6.Doctors ¿ No medical surgeries for Doctors or Dentists in the village.

7.Shopping ¿ The only shop in the village is the Post Office which has
 a limited stock.

8.Employment ¿ Limited employment opportunities in the village.

I think that a more suitable site for a new travellers site in North Herts 
would be on the outskirts of a town on a Brownfield site with easy 
access to the facilities a larger community can offer.

1
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 Ransom08/1806 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I wish to object to the possible establishment of a gypsy and traveller 
site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref.NH95) for  the following reasons
The access to the proposed site is very poor with narrow country lanes 
and then through  the villages of Pirton or Holwell.
All reports suggest that the gypsies do not want a site here and have 
not been consulted. They like to be near a town and a main road.
Pirton has no medical facilities and only one small shop. It does not 
meet any of the recognized requirements for gypsies and travellers.
There are more suitable sites in North Herts which should be 
investigated e.g the Baldock by-pass contractor's yard at the junction of
 the Baldock by-pass and  the Letchworth Gate link road, the 
Stevenage 'roll-back' sites and expansion of the existing authorised site
 at Pulmar Water, Codicote.

1

 Ransom08/1808 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Small villages are unsuitable for the development of Traveller/Gypsy 
sites. The community is too small to absorb them, and the amenities 
required by the Travelling Community are not available in small 
villages. The president of the Gypsy Council, Hughie Green, has 
specifically objected to the lack of consultation on where sites should 
be located to fulfill the requirements of his community.
  
From the village angle Pirton does not fufill NHDC's own 
recommended policy criteria 5.1.1:
 
ACCESS - the access roads through Holwell are very narrow with bad 
bends, and those through Pirton are narrow, traverse the whole village,
 and are often single track because of parked cars.There is no 
pavement on the roads immediately adjacent to the site.
 
ACCESSIBILITY OF SERVICES - doctor, shops, chemist, bank, 
pharmacy, dentist, hospital, secondary school and good public 
transport etc. are not available in Pirton.
 
NEIGHBOURING USES - site size to be in context: undue burden on 
local infrastructure to be avoided: 
1. Pirton sewage system is already overloaded and overflows into a 
local waterway whenever it rains hard.
2. Pirton 1y. School is already full, and Pirton children are having to 
travel out of the village.
3.Maintenance of visual amenities: the site is flat , and would be 

1
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impossible to screen from the densely populated area on the South 
boundary where two storey houses are built on an elevated site.
4. No employment available in Pirton. On site activity and vehicle 
movements connected with business activities could not avoid creating
 disturbance to  local people.
 
PROTECTED AREAS - the site should avoid historic sites, and not 
detrimentally affect the setting of any listed building: the western 
boundary of the site is contiguous with a conservation area which 
contains 2 grade2* buildings, and several grade2 buildings.
 
I find it impossible to understand how 3 potential village sites (1/3 of 
the total ) were removed from the list before the consultation period 
had even started, when NHDC had stated that nothing wouod be 
decided until the consultation period had ended. It is even more 
difficult to understand the rejection of a high scoring site near a high 
ranking village (N18 Ashwell) before the consultation period had 
started. The reason for the removal was given as visual, the difficulty of
 screening. This certainly applies to Pirton which is a flat open site with
 extensive views, and dense building of 2 storey houses overlooking 
the site from an elevated position.
 

 Payne08/1809 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am a resident in Pirton and I am very concerned about the proposed 
plan to build this traveller site. My reasons for objecting are listed 
below. 

1) ACCESS
Pirton is a small, established, village community. It is accessed by 
narrow lanes, in particular the Holwell Road, which can barely sustain 
two cars travelling in the opposite direction on its narrow bends. The 
potential for accidents along this road, if it becomes access to the 
proposed site, is greatly increased. The other alternative for the 
travellers to access the site is via the village, which would increase the 
traffic which brings it's own dangers to pedestrians, in particular 
children. There is also no direct access to any major roads. 

2) FACILITIES
I understand that the criteria set out in circular 01/2006 state that these
 sites must have access to local services such as medical facilities, 

1
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shops, and schools. Pirton has no medical facilities, the nearest 
doctor's surgery is more than 4 miles away and the nearest hospital is 7
 miles away.
Pirton has only a small primary school, and we have instances of 
children who live in the village not being able to obtain a place, so to 
add extra families would be very difficult and understandably create ill
 feeling. We also understand that the gypsy community prefer Catholic 
schools and the nearest primary Catholic school is in Hitchin and the 
nearest secondary school is in Stevenage.
The small village shop is wholly inadequate for the needs of this extra 
community and the nearest supermarket is 3.7miles away in Hitchin. 

3) VISABILITY
The land, which is being proposed, is very flat and open and has no 
natural screening. The proposed site would be visible for many miles 
in all directions. Pirton is not within an area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty ( AONB) but is less than 600metres away from the Chilterns, 
which is such an area.  We also feel that that this proximity to an area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty should also be a factor against the site 
in Pirton. 

4) OTHER FACTORS
I understand that part of the land is a former sewage works and 
investigations would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is 
not contaminated. I also understand that the land is often wet and 
floods from time to time.
 
The land is working farmland and is next to a very busy kennels with 
barking dogs. 

I believe the owner of this land will not voluntarily sell so the NHDC 
would have to implement a compulsory purchase. 

The gypsy community itself has stated that they would only wish to live
 on outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and medical 
facilities. Additionally, it is my understanding that, after consultation, 
the gypsy council themselves, have stated that they would not want to 
live in the area.

I understand that they would wish for a positive relationship with the 
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community and I think this would be difficult in light of the obvious 
unsuitability of Pirton as previously stated. 

4) ALTERNATIVE SITES
We appreciate that the NHDC needs to find a suitable site for the 
travellers but I feel the following are far more appropriate sites:

1)    Expand the existing site at Dyers Lane, west of Stevenage, or a 
new site as part of the planned development of the area west of 
Stevenage which will be able to offer all the facilities required for the 
Travellers site.  

2)    There is also land just off the Baldock bypass recently used by the 
construction workers, which is close to the road network and has 
existing facilities.

3)      If neither of these sites is possible then sites ST1 and ST2 are far
 more appropriate as they offer the facilities required.

Alternative sites in areas which are currently being developed or being
 considered for development would also be preferable, as this would 
enable the gypsies to integrate and grow within their new community.

I also understand that it is possible to situate the proposed site on land 
which is currently Green Belt and this should also be considered.

I would ask you to take into consideration all the points listed and 
remove Pirton from the list of considered sites.

 

 Rhodes-James08/1810 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I live in Pirton and I am very concerned about the proposed plan to 
build this traveller site. My reasons for objecting are listed below.

1) ACCESS
 Pirton is a small village with narrow lanes leading into it, in particular 
the Holwell Road, which can barely sustain two cars travelling in the 
opposite direction on its narrow bends. The potential for accidents 

1
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along this road, if it becomes access to the proposed site, is greatly 
increased. The other alternative for the travellers to access the site is 
via the village, which would increase the traffic which brings it's own 
dangers to pedestrians, in particular children. There is also no direct 
access to any major roads.

2) FACILITIES
I understand that the criteria set out in circular 01/2006 state that these
 sites must have access to local services such as medical facilities, 
shops, and schools. Pirton has no medical facilities, the nearest 
doctor's surgery is 4.2miles away and the nearest hospital is 7 miles 
away.
Pirton has only a small primary school, and we have instances of 
children who live in the village not being able to obtain a place, so to 
add extra families would be very difficult and understandably create ill
 feeling. We also understand that the gypsy community prefer Catholic 
schools and the nearest primary Catholic school is in Hitchin and the 
nearest secondary school is in Stevenage.
 The small village shop is wholly inadequate for the needs of this extra
 community and the nearest supermarket is 3.7miles away in Hitchin.

3) VISABILITY
The land, which is being proposed, is very flat and open and has no 
natural screening. The proposed site would be visible for many miles 
in all directions. Pirton is not within an area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty ( AONB) but is less than 600metres away from the Chilterns, 
which is such an area.  We also feel that that this proximity to an area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty should also be a factor against the site 
in Pirton.

4) OTHER FACTORS
I understand that part of the land is a former sewerage works and 
investigations would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is 
not contaminated. I also understand that the land is often wet and 
floods from time to time.

The land is working farmland and is next to a very busy kennels with 
barking dogs.

I believe the owner of this land will not voluntarily sell so the NHDC 
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would have to implement a compulsory purchase.

The gypsy community itself has stated that they would only wish to live
 on outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and medical 
facilities. I understand that they would wish for a positive relationship 
with the community and I think this would be difficult in light of the 
obvious unsuitability of Pirton as previously stated.

4) ALTERNATIVE SITES
We appreciate that the NHDC needs to find a suitable site for the 
travellers but we feel a far more appropriate site would;
Expand the existing site at Dyers Lane, west of Stevenage, or a new 
site as part of the planned development of the area west of Stevenage
 which will be able to offer all the facilities required for the Travellers 
site
There is also land just off the Baldock bypass recently used by the 
construction workers, which is close to the road network and has 
existing facilities.
  If neither of these sites is possible then sites ST1 and ST2 are far 
more appropriate as they offer the facilities required. 
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 Kozma08/1812 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to object to the possible development of land in Pirton for 
use by gypsies and travellers.

The reasons are:

The site would be an eyesore as it is not screened, and any screening 
would take years to develop.
The land is currently for agricultural use. 
The owners do not wish to sell the land for this usage by travellers. 
There is no guarantee that the land is a suitable site- there may be 
problems with drainage and sewerage.
There are no employment prospects in Pirton so travellers would need 
to work elsewhere, creating more traffic in and out of the village.
There is no provision at Pirton JMI school for more children. 
Two of Hitchin's secondary schools are already over-subscribed, which 
would mean that any traveller children would find it harder to be 
placed at local schools. 
Three of the other proposed sites have been removed 
undemocratically from the list.

1

 Turner08/1813 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 

1
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There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
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area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
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workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 James08/1841 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller Site in Holwell Road Pirton (ref. NH95)

My main reasons are as follows:

A site in Pirton would not meet the needs of the gypsies as stated in 
ODPM cicular01/2006 for the following reasons;

¿ The proposed site is accessed only by narrow, country roads 
that have no footpaths. Request for footpaths in in this area have 
previously turned down by the Highway authority. There is no direct 
access to any major roads.

¿ The bus service for the village is very limited and 
infrequent.  The last bus into Hitchin is 2.33pm and the last bus back is
 at 6.30pm on weekdays with no service on Sundays and Bank 
Holidays. Therefore if a gypsy site was to be in Pirton, the use of cars 
and other vehicles would obviously increase

¿ We do not have a doctor's surgery in Pirton. The nearest one
 is 4.2 miles away and the nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ We have one small village shop with limited supplies. The 
nearest supermarkets and main shops are 3.7 miles away in Hitchin.

¿ There is a small primary school in the village but many year
 groups get filled up from time to time. Then local children have had 
to appeal to gain a place at the school.  The nearest secondary 
schools are in Hitchin.  I understand that gypsies prefer Catholic 
schools and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin with the 
nearest secondary school in Stevenage and school transport is not 
provided to faith schools.

¿ Being mainly a residential village there is very little 

1
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employment.

¿ The current sewage and drainage system in Pirton is 
overloaded and heavy rain causes flooding in several areas and 
sewage oiver flows at the bottom of Royal oak lane from time to time.

¿ I understand that part of the land is a former sewage works 
and therefore investigations would need to be carried out to ensure 
that the land is not contaminated..

¿ The area identified for the site is in an extensive, mostly flat
 area in the foothills of Chilterns amidst attractive rolling agricultural 
land with views over open country side.  So any site would be obtrusive
 in the landscape. 

¿ Further more the site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation 
Area and less than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

¿ The owner/occupiers of this land would not agree to it being
 used as a Gypsy Site. So it could not realistically be releases and I 
would not agree with the compulsory purchase of land for this purpose.

 The Gypsy Community have stated that they prefer to have sites on 
the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads, medical 
facilities and shops.  They also wish for a positive relationship with the 
community and it is doubtful that this would be easy in Pirton as the 
facilities in the village would not meet their needs.

 Rowe08/1842 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

1)  The site does not meet the requirements of the Gypsy community, 
who have stated that they wish to have sites located on the outskirts of 
towns, near to schools, shops and medical facilities and close to major 
roads.

Pirton has only one small shop with a Post Office.  I also believe that 
the future of the Post Office (and therefore the shop) is in some doubt 
because of the Post Office's plan to close many rural outlets.

Pirton School is currently oversubscribed and I understand that some 
village children have had to take their applications to appeal.

1



1205

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

Pirton is approximately 4 miles from the nearest doctor (and most 
doctors and dentists in Hitchin appear to have closed their lists).  The 
nearest hospital is over 7 miles away.

The roads in and around Pirton are narrow and winding, with few 
footpaths and are already overused.  In the mornings it can often take 
over 40 minutes to get to the centre of Hitchin due to the sheer weight 
of traffic.

Pirton is served by a very limited public transport system.  The last bus 
back to the village is at 6.30pm.  There is no service at all on Sundays 
or Bank Holidays.

It is also worth noting that employment opportunities within Pirton are 
minimal.

2)  The site that has been identified by the Scott Wilson report is an 
area of largely flat land, overlooked by residential housing.  There is 
no natural boundary to the area, nor any natural screening. Therefore 
the site would dominate the landscape.  It is also worth noting that the 
site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area, and is less than 600m 
from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

3)  The site is on productive farmland, and I understand that the 
owners/occupiers of the land would not consent to the land being used
 as a Gypsy and Traveller site.  I would be opposed to any compulsory 
purchase of the land.

4)  Part of the land is a former sewerage works and as such it is possible
 that it may be contaminated.

5)  The land is in an area that is prone to flooding.  

6)  The sewerage system and water supply to the village are already 
stretched.  I understand that the sewerage system occasionally 
overflows at the bottom of Royal Oak Lane.

Finally I would like to state that there is currently no identified need for
 gypsy and traveller sites in the North Herts area.  This has been driven 
entirely by EERA and not by the Gypsy community.  There is no history
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 of unauthorised sites in the North Herts area, again emphasising that 
the gypsy and traveller community have no desire to live in this area.  
If neither the local community, nor the gypsy community want this site 
why is public money being wasted in continuing with this process?  

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Williamson08/1844 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

There are many reasons why a site in Pirton would not meet the 
required needs of the gypsies as stated in ODPM circular 01/2006.  
Some of these are as follows: 

The primary school in the village is very small and the nearest 
secondary schools are about 4 miles away. 

The nearest doctor's surgery is also about 4 miles away and the nearest
 hospital over 7 miles away.
 
·The public transport system is limited and infrequent. The last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  Private cars 
are therefore a necessity in Pirton and there is simply no way that the 
village could cope with more traffic or parking. 

·There is only one small shop in the village.  The nearest supermarket 
is about 4 miles away.  Again private transport would be needed. 

1
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Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads.   

Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.   

Pirton is a beautiful village and the surrounding countryside is also 
beautiful.  I believe that the proposed site would not be conducive to 
maintaining this.  The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area 
and less than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

It is my understanding that the infrastructure is not in place for 
adequate sewerage.  In fact flooding already occurs at the bottom of 
Royal Oak Lane occasionally.
 
The proposed site is on productive farmland and I understand that the 
owner/occupiers of the land   would not consent to it being used as a 
Gypsy Site and I think that compulsory purchase of this type of land 
would be unreasonable. 

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion.  A small village seems the least appropriate location.
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 Bhowmick08/1845 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A Poster of Protest by Elita Bhowmick. 
Aged 12. 

The gypsies need doctors and dentists. We don't have these.

The gypsies want to go to catholic schools. The nearest one is at least 
6 miles away. There is no school bus to a catholic school.

The gypsies want good main roads. We don't have these.

The gypsies want shopping facilities. We only have one small shop 
which closes at five thirty.

The gypsies will want work. There isn't any in Pirton. 

KEEP RURAL HERTFORDSHIRE RURAL!

1



1209

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

 Bhowmick08/1846 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to voice my concern on the potential traveler's site for 
Pirton. Pirton is an unsuitable location for a traveler's site for many 
reasons. Firstly the impact of extra traffic on Pirton's roads. Pirton has 
no large roads, and already gets very busy at certain times of the day 
i.e. school runs and deliveries to the local farms. Extra traffic would 
completely ruin Pirton's tranquility. Furthermore the safety of children 
and elderly people crossing the roads would be compromised due to 
the increased amount of traffic.

 There is only one small village post office, only useful for a short trip 
to pick up a loaf of bread or some washing up powder, as it has a very 
limited selection. For people to pick up proper supplies they would 
need to travel to Hitchin along small country lanes that struggles to 
allow the school bus through. This again would block up the roads in 
and out of Pirton.

I understand that in this proposal, the requests of the Gypsy's have 
been ignored. They have requested to be near major roads, with 
services nearby. Pirton is an inappropriate place for a traveler's site in 
this respect also, as it is not near any major roads, and has not got any 
services within a five mile radius.

My home looks out over the proposed development, which is currently 
sprawling farmland, a beautiful view which I have grown up with all my
 life (all of fifteen years). I would like my little brother, who is seven, to 
grow up with the same view and I would appreciate the council finding
 ways to decrease the amount of traffic passing through Pirton, for his 
and his friends safety, rather than increasing it.

1

 Low08/1849 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

¿ I understand there are specific requirements for the 
gypsies/travellers as set out in the ODPM circular 01/2006 and I cannot
 see how these requirements can be met: -

Firstly the nearest GP surgery is over 4 miles away and the nearest 
hospital is over 7 miles away. 

Secondly the nearest shops/supermarkets are nearly 4 miles away in 
Hitchin. There is only a small village shop in Pirton, with limited 
space, stocks & opening hours.

1
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Thirdly the school places are greatly limited already in the primary 
school of Pirton, and thus with increased inhabitants these places will 
be even more restricted. Also there isn't a secondary school and the 
nearest school is again around 4 miles away in Hitchin. There is no 
school transport from Pirton.

Also there are minimal opportunities for employment in the village, if 
any.

I understand that the gypsy community have requested that they would
 also prefer to live near to major roads & facilities.

¿ Another of my main concerns is that there are only narrow, 
country roads into and around Pirton, with many not having any 
footpaths for pushing prams & walking children to school etc. With an 
increased number of inhabitants & limited bus services (i.e.- last bus to 
Hitchin in week at 2.33pm & last bus returning at 6.30pm), the number 
& use of vehicles in the village will surely increase and this will reduce 
the safety of walking around the village.

¿ Fact - This proposed site is adjacent to Pirton Conservation 
Area and less than 600m from an area of outstanding natural beauty.

¿ Another concern with increased inhabitants in the village of 
Pirton is the current sewage system, which already overflows at times at
 the bottom of Royal Oak Lane.

¿ The proposed site would be in front of our home and 
therefore we would be overlooking the site, which currently provides 
magnificent views of the countryside. This will obviously depreciate 
the value of our home. Will we receive compensation for this?

¿ The site would be constructed next to the dog kennels, and 
the extra movements will no doubt disturb the dogs, which will 
automatically impact on the local noise pollution. 

¿ Finally I also understand that the owner of this land is an 
elderly lady who does not consent to the use of the land for the gyspy/ 
traveller site, and therefore in order to develop this site, it would 
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involve a compulsory purchase, which I absolutely disagree with.

I believe that there are many reasons stated above why this proposed 
site will not be suitable for the needs of the gypsies/travellers, and also
 the fact that the gypsy community have already expressed that they 
would prefer to live closer to major roads & facilities, so with this in 
mind I cannot understand why some of the other possible locations 
cannot be more seriously considered and the proposal in Pirton be 
withdrawn.

 St Mary the 
Virgin

08/1851 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I understand the need for such authorized sites and readily accept that 
there is a need for more provision to be found, however the proposed 
site at Pirton seems highly unsuitable for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  The Highway 
authority has previously refused requests for footways in the village. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, the gypsy community often prefers 
Catholic schools and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  School 
transport is not provided to faith schools. 

1
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¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited. 

¿ The proposed site is very exposed and is overlooked by a 
significant proportion of the residents of Pirton.  It is low lying in an 
area prone to flooding. The Pirton sewage system is fully stretched to 
cope with existing demand 

 I believe that the Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to 
have sites located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to 
major roads and near medical facilities, and also that they would wish 
for a positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that 
the integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as 
facilities in the village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire, which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.
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 Bhowmick08/1852 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

1 The village school has already had to turn away local children as 
there are not enough spaces for them
2. The buses are infrequent and none existent in the evenings so the 
travelers would have to use their own transport in and out of the 
village. The roads simply cannot take heavier traffic as you can see 
driving into the village from any direction (in particular Holwell) the 
roads are full of pot holes, and crumbling at the edges. How can 
country roads like this be expected to take even more traffic? 
3. I listened intently at the meeting in the village hall regarding the 
traveler's site and was astounded to hear that the travelers don't want 
to come out to the villages. They want to be near major roads (which 
we are not) so are the travelers going to be forced to use these sites? 
Are their needs and requests not important to the council? I would say 
that the lack of empathy with this community as well as not providing 
their basic needs i.e. medical care, good access, shopping etc is not a 
good reflection of the council
4. I am not an expert on geology but I do walk a lot and drive my car 
in the village and West Lane is often flooded and the fields 
waterlogged. This does not seem like a good place to make people 
live. Also there is talk of screening the site as the area proposed is 
entirely flat I can only imagine that it will have to be done by planting 
which will take years to develop and when it has developed will look 
like a carbuncle attached to the edge of a pretty village. How will 
these people within this screened area be expected to integrate? and 
how high will the screening be to provide some privacy from the 
houses on elevated West Lane?
5 I would like to propose that either an existing site is expanded or a 
new site is planned within the Stevenage expansion, Stevenage can 
provide every thing the travelers need and a new site in a new 
development will provide all facilities the travelers have asked for.

1

 Stimson08/1854 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

1
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¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
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not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Parkin08/1867 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays. 
This is especially inconvenient for young people as there is little 
entertainment in Pirton ¿ lack of facilities is an existing problem for 
Pirton youngsters.  The bus service is also inconvenient for anyone 
commuting to work from Pirton and is sometimes unreliable.  If you 
miss the last bus at 6:30 pm there is no alternative to getting a taxi 
and it costs about £11 from the Hitchin Station to Pirton.  If a Gypsy 
Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles in the
 local area would inevitably increase.

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways

1
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 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
It is quite dangerous around there if using a pushchair etc. There is no 
direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools.   The site proposed 
covers an area of similar in size to the existing village.  A big increase 
in the child population could not be accommodated by Pirton School.

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.   

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
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would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:
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¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Ward08/1868 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

After reading the report posted through my letter box today (6/03/06), I 
feel very strongly that pirton should NOT be suggested for the proposal
 of a traveller and gypsy site due to the many aspects of local facilities 
etc, that we do not have our selves as residents of the local area, and 
there are insufficient facilities to cope with added residents. 
Also, the fact that the travellers theirselves do not wish to be placed in 
an area that is unsuitable for their living requirements ie schools, 
doctors, shopping facilities etc.
I  totally oppose the poposal.

1
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 Poyser08/1869 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I write to set out my objections to the proposed site in the village of 
Pirton: 

It is currently used as productive farmland and any development would
 be a further erosion of the green belt, which is so important to those of
 us who choose to live in a rural location 

I believe that the current owners would not wish to give up the land for 
a non-farming purpose 

The existing sewerage system in Pirton sometimes overflows at the 
bottom of Royal Oak Lane. Costly  modifications would be required to 
cope with the increased capacity required. 

The roads to the proposed site are narrow, winding country roads 
without footpaths.  The proposed site would increase traffic in and 
through both Pirton and Holwell and significantly increase the risk of 
accidents

I understand that the Gypsy community prefer to be near towns, where 
doctors and schools are to hand. If they do not choose to come to 
Pirton, the cots of the site will be completely wasted 

There is no evidence that further gypsy/traveller sites are required in 
North Herts, but if it proves to be so, there are other more suitable 
Brownfield sites

1

 Williamson08/1871 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

There are many reasons why a site in Pirton would not meet the 
required needs of the gypsies as stated in ODPM circular 01/2006.  
Some of these are as follows:

The primary school in the village is very small and the nearest 
secondary schools are about 4 miles away.  

The nearest doctor's surgery is also about 4 miles away and the nearest
 hospital over 7 miles away.  

·    The public transport system is limited and infrequent. The last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  Private cars 

1
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are therefore a necessity in Pirton and there is simply no way that the 
village could cope with more traffic or parking. 

·     There is only one small shop in the village.  The nearest 
supermarket is about 4 miles away.  Again private transport would be 
needed. 

Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads.   

Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.   

Pirton is a beautiful village and the surrounding countryside is also 
beautiful.  I believe that the proposed site would not be conducive to 
maintaining this.  The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area 
and less than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

It is my understanding that the infrastructure is not in place for 
adequate sewerage.  In fact flooding already occurs at the bottom of 
Royal Oak Lane occasionally. 
 
The proposed site is on productive farmland and I understand that the 
owner/occupiers of the land   would not consent to it being used as a 
Gypsy Site and I think that compulsory purchase of this type of land 
would be unreasonable. 

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion.  A small village seems the least appropriate location. 
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 Picken08/1872 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I wish to register my strong opposition to the proposed gypsy and 
traveller site near Pirton (ref NH95)

In the first place, the site earmarked is extremely exposed without 
natural screening. Any planted screening would take years to mature. 
The site is excellent agricultural land and I presume could only be 
acquired by compulsory purchase.
Pirton is a compact and lively community and attempting to graft such 
a site on to the village would lead to disharmony. We have few 
facilities to offer to incomer's; the nearest doctor is in Hitchin and the 
hospital in Stevenage ¿ almost seven miles away. Apart from a small 
village shop the nearest store is in Hitchin. Public transport is 
infrequent with the last bus to Hitchin being in the early afternoon with
 no buses at all on Sundays and Bank Holidays.
As for schools, the excellent village school is currently oversubscribed 
and I understand local children have been refused places.
 
My understanding furthermore is that the gypsy community does not 
particularly wish to live somewhere like Pirton, and prefers to be on the
 edge of a town with all the attendant facilities. May I suggest you 
investigate the possibility of a site adjacent to the existing one at 
Codicote, or on the edge of Stevenage or Baldock (where the bypass 
construction workers were).

1

 Loom08/1873 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95). My 
reasons for objecting are set out below.

I was surprised on looking at the proposed area identified by Scott 
Wilson to see that it is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and 
less than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is set in
 an extensive mostly flat area. There is no natural boundary to this 
area and no existing natural screening; new screening would take 
years to establish and would not be sympathetic to the landscape 
which comprises of attractive rolling agricultural land with far ranging 
views over open countryside. 

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding. The current 

1
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sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom of Royal 
Oak Lane from time to time. Costly additions to the system would need
 to be carried out to accommodate increased use. The proposed site is 
dominated by two storey housing in West Lane which is at a higher 
level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified area of land. The 
selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated odours, 
and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, almost 
constant, barking. The owners of the land would not agree to it being 
used as a Gypsy Site, and I would not agree with compulsory purchase 
of the land for this purpose.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

Expansion of the existing site in Codicote. 

West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration into a new 
community. 

Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction workers, 
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which is close to the road network and has existing services. 

Areas in the former greenbelt 

Locations near areas of identified need.

 Testa08/1874 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objection to the potential gypsy and traveller 
site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref NH95).
My reasons for objecting are set out below.
A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:
 
1. available places at the small primary school in Pirton. The school 
has five classrooms accommodating seven year groups and has an 
intake of 20 children a year. It is often over-subscribed and there have 
been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a 
place at the school. 
2. There is one small village shop with limited supplies, the nearest 
shops and supermarkets are in Hitchin.
3. The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away.
4. Public transport from Pirton is limited and infrequent.
5. Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and 
there are no footways along adjacent roads. There is no direct access 
to any major roads.
6. Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.
 
Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.
 
The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,

1
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 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies. 

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel, with associated, 
almost constant, barking.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

08/1877 1
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 Crawley NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm.  There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  If 
a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there 
have been instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a
 place at the school.  Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred
 by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in 
Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage.  
School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

These objections were raised and discussed in a recent village 
meeting which I attended. My wife and I would like to register our 
agreement of these objections. 
I personally use the Holwell Road to travel to work. Both the site itself 
and the increased traffic it would produce will lengthen the time it 
takes me to get to work. 
We also have a young son who we hope in the future will gain a place 
at his local village school. These places are already hard to secure, 
added pressure from the site will increase the chance of our son having
 to be schooled outside of the village.
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 Pirton Parish 
Council

08/1885 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

The Parish Council and the people of Pirton have studied the above 
document with interest and I am sure that many Parishioners will have 
written to you directly with their observations.

Clearly residents in and around Pirton have some strong views on the 
possibility of new development in the countryside around their village 
but the Parish council was also keen to seek a detached objective and 
professional insight into the whole process of identifying and 
suggesting possible gypsy and traveller sites in the LDF document.  
Accordingly we instructed a firm of town planning consultants who, 
whilst commenting on the identified site of Pirton, also took a broader 
view of the whole process.
We enclose both hard and electronic copies of the report which we 
commissioned and ask that you, your team and the elected 
representatives consider its content.  it is a preliminary overview but 
key features to emerge are:
1. There is no "need" for 15 pitches in the district.  The identified need
 was 3 or, we have heard, actually as low as 1.
2. there is no evidence of pressure for such sites in North herts or any 
apparent consultation with gypsies and travellers enquiring of their 
needs in the area.
3. the document seems to ignore more obvious sites that would meet 
(theoretical) needs ie: close to main roads and educational and 
social/medical facilities.
4. the document seems to ignore brownfield sites and greenbelt sites 
in favour of open countryside around "lower order" settlements.
5. The deletion by cabinet of 3 sites (a significant part of the short list),
 one of which was "high opportunity" on an apparent disagreement 
about visual openness seems odd and most undemocratic.
We commend the report to you and further recommend you examine it
 in conjunction with two similar documents, those from Holwell Parish 
council and Jonty wild (a Pirton resident). Together these three 
submissions fully represent our views and present a most compelling 
case for the removal of NH95 from the final preferred options 
document.
Whilst we appreciate that you may not be able to enter detailed 
correspondence with individual respondents, the Parish council would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss the matter with you further if you 

4
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 Pirton Parish 
Council

08/1885 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

think this would be useful.
Will all the responses to the issues and options paper be quantified 
and analysed? If so, it would be most useful and informative if any 
such results be forwarded to me please.
In the event please acknowledge receipt of this submission and keep 
me informed of progress particularly with regard to timings and 
presentations of the preferred options to cabinet.

Following the meeting at the Council offices on 21st November, we 
appreciate there is an opportunity to make representations to you 
concerning the Scott Wilson report and its recommendations.  I am, 
therefore, writing on behalf of the Pirton Parish Council concerning the
 proposals generally, and with specific reference to the potential site at
 Holwell road, Pirton (not Holwell Way as erroneously stated in the 
Scott Wilson report).  We are concerned that these representations 
should be taken into account by the NHDC when it comes to draw up is
 Development Plan Document in January.  In that the issues raised in 
this letter are also relevant to the issue of Travellers pitches as part of 
the Stevenage and North Herts Action Plan consultation (SNAP), we 
would also wish this letter to stand as our representations in response to
 that consultation.  We believe that the Holwell parish council will be 
writing to you in very similar terms.

Scott Wilson
Fundamental to the Scott Wilson report is the issue of green belt, and 
the way in which sites have been selected to avoid it. In addressing 
this, Scott Wilson refer to circular 01/2006, stating at section 3.1.6 that 
"green belt areas should be avoided whenever possible"  the report 
goes on to provide a quotation from part of paragraph 49 of the 
circular.  the implication from the Scott Wilson report is that this 
apparent exclusion of green belts sites arises from the Circular.  It does 
not.  In quoting from paragraph 49 of circular 01/2006, Scott Wilson 
have unhelpfully omitted the key first sentence which states not that 
green belt areas should be avoided whenever possible, but something 
significantly less stringent - simply that "there is a general presumption 
against inappropriate development within green belts".  A "general 
presumption" is far from the "virtual absolute prohibition" implied by 
Scott Wilson, and their report, excluding green belt sites from its 
recommendations, is flawed in consequence.

2
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The Scott Wilson analysis is further hampered by the fact that changes 
will inevitably be made to the green belt in North Herts, in particular in
 the area around Stevenage.  In addition, it must be recognised by the
 NHDC that substantial development will inevitably take place in the 
area west of Stevenage.  As NHDC Councillor Richard Thake has 
acknowledged in this regard "it is now inevitable that large parts of the 
green belt will be sacrificed (SNAP consultation on SBC website).

We recognise that Scott Wilson could not make their proposals on the 
assumption these changes would be bound to occur - that would be to 
usurp the function of the planning authorities.  However, in considering
 whether to accept any or all of the report's recommendations, the 
NHDC can and should take those factors very much into account.  to 
fail to do so would mean the Council adopting proposals on a premise 
it knew would be bound to change, which cannot be any sensible 
Development Plan at all.  It would in our view be wholly wrong for 
NHDC simply to adopt the potential 9 sites put forward by Scott Wilson 
to the exclusion of all others.
SNAP
Taking these factors into account, and recognising the options 
highlighted in the SNAP consultation, in particular at question 29, the 
sensible option to meet any need for additional pitches in North Herts 
would be to increase the size of the existing site at Dyers Lane in the 
area of west Stevenage.

Question 29 asks if there are any other locations (beyond those 
identified) that could be considered for Travellers pitches.  If further 
pitches are required beyond a larger Dyers Lane site, then given the 
virtual inevitability of development west of Stevenage, a further site in 
this area would represent an entirely sensible solution.  The necessary 
criteria for Travellers pitches, contained in circular 01/2006 would be 
met with the close proximity of schools, shops and medical facilities, 
and the likely building of more such facilities in the immediate area as
 part of the west of Stevenage development.  the simultaneous 
development of a travellers site and new housing would be more likely
 to result in such a new site being readily established as part of the 
local community, as of course would a larger site at Dyers lane.  This 
would have the advantage of more readily meeting the 
recommendation in paragraph 64 of circular 01/2006, that 
consideration should include "the promotion of peaceful and 
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integrated co-existence between the site and the local community".

If a new site in the area west of Stevenage is not considered 
appropriate, the proposed sites ST1 and ST2 would be reasonable 
alternatives, as sites located close to shopping, education and medical
 facilities, to meet the criteria in circular 01/2006

Other Green belt Areas - Town Surrounds
We are somewhat surprised that the Scott Wilson report fails to identify 
sites on the outskirts of the major towns (excluding Stevenage) in North
 Herts, on brownfield or untidy/derelict land.  such sites are more likely 
to meet all of the relevant criteria in circular 01/2006 being more 
proximate to shops and medical and educational facilities than rural 
locations.
One reason for this may be the apparent concern that Green Belt 
surrounds these towns, whcih cannot be utilised. As I have indicated, 
however, that is a mistaken understanding of the circular.  further, 
paragraph 54 or circular 01/2006 notes that "sites on the outskirts of 
built up areas may be appropriate" and paragraph 55  highlights the 
potential use of such sites, stating "in some cases, perhaps involving 
previously developed (brownfield), untidy or derelict and, the 
establishment of a well-planned or soft-landscaped gypsy and traveller 
site can be seen as positively enhancing the environment and 
increasing openness.

Holwell Road Pirton
As you will be aware, Pirton is a small rural community on the border 
with Bedfordshire.  It has only limited facilities, its closest neighbour is 
the even smaller village of Holwell, with no facilities at all.  the impact
 of a travellers site on the village would be significant.
Pirton, as a small community fails to satisfy the criteria set out in 
circular 01/2006 for such sites.  Specifically, it is a considerable 
distance from the nearest medical facilities and from any school 
providing secondary education.  it has the most limited shopping 
facility.  paragraph 65 of circular 01/2006 is quite clear in this regard - 
that in deciding where to provide such sites "local planning authorities 
should first consider locations in or near existing settlements with 
access to local services eg shops, doctors and schools". NHDC is 
therefore required to first consider sites which meet these criteria, and 
Pirton should not be considered further.
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 Pirton Parish 
Council

08/1885 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 

The area is described in the North Herts and Stevenage Landscape 
Character Assessment for the Pirton Lowlands (area 218) as "large 
scale open, flat farming landscape....remnant hedges, gappy and 
predominantly hawthorn but with occasional mature trees...Very little 
woodland cover except adjacent to settlements".  The placement of 
such a site in an area of unscreened flat farmland would be to make it 
stand out, visible and obvious from some considerable distance.  there 
is no natural boundary or screening of any significance at the proposed
 site.  It would require considerable construction of mounds to produce 
any adequate screening.  Any placement of hedgerow and trees to act 
s a natural screen would take 10 or more years to become effective, if 
indeed it could ever be effective at all.

Whilst recognising that the area of land identified at Pirton by Scott 
Wilson does not lie within a designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
beauty, it is in very close proximity to just such an area.  it is in fact less
 than 600 m away from the Chilterns AONB.  You will be aware of the 
guidance in paragraph 52 of the Circular that in such areas "planning 
permission for gypsy and travellers sites should only be granted where 
it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the designation will not 
be compromised by the development".  We recognise that this is not 
an absolute prohibition on development, but the proximity to the 
Chilterns AONB must weigh against a site at Pirton.
Finally the road links to major A roads are far from ideal, being 
accessed via relatively narrow country lanes.
Summary
In our submission, a site at Pirton represents a poor choice for such a 
site, and we do not believe it should be considered further.  The NHDC
 is required under circular 01/2006 to consider first sites which meet the
 criteria in the circular.  In view of the almost inevitable changes to the
 area west of Stevenage, this area represents a much more sensible 
solution in satisfying the criteria, failing which the sites ST1 and ST2 
in the SNAP consultation should be pursued.

Following the meeting at the Council offices on 21st November, we 
appreciate there is an opportunity to make representations to you 

1
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Road, Pirton concerning the Scott Wilson report and its recommendations. I am 
therefore writing on behalf of the Pirton Parish Council concerning the 
proposals generally, and with specific reference to the potential site at 
Holwell Road, Pirton (not Holwell Way as erroneously stated in the 
Scott Wilson report). We are concerned that these representations 
should be taken into account by the North Herts District Council (NHDC)
 when it comes to draw up its Development Plan Document in January.
 In that the issues raised in this letter are also relevant to the issue of 
Travellers pitches as part of the Stevenage and North Herts Action 
Plan consultation (SNAP), we would also wish this letter to stand as our
 representations in response to that consultation. We believe that the 
Holwell Parish Council will be writing to you in very similar terms.

Scott Wilson   
Fundamental to the Scott Wilson report is the issue of Green Belt, and 
the way in which sites have been selected to avoid it. In addressing 
this, Scott Wilson refer to Circular 01/2006, stating at section 3.1.6 that
 'Green Belt areas should be avoided whenever possible'. The report 
goes on to provide a quotation from part of paragraph 49 of the 
circular. The implication from the Scott Wilson report is that this 
apparent exclusion of Green Belt sites arises from the Circular. It does 
not. In quoting from paragraph 49 of circular 01/2006, Scott Wilson 
have unhelpfully omitted the key first sentence which states not that 
Green Belt areas should be avoided whenever possible, but something
 significantly less stringent ¿ simply that 'there is a general 
presumption against inappropriate development within Green Belts'. A
 'general presumption' is far from the 'virtual absolute prohibition' 
implied by Scott Wilson, and their report, excluding Green Belt sites 
from its recommendations, is flawed in consequence.

The Scott Wilson analysis is further hampered by the fact that changes 
will inevitably be made to the Green Belt in North Herts, in particular 
in the area around Stevenage. In addition, it must be recognised by 
the NHDC that substantial development will inevitably take place in 
the area west of Stevenage. As NHDC Councillor Richard Thake has 
acknowledged in this regard 'It is now inevitable that large parts of the 
green belt will be sacrificed' (SNAP consultation on SBC website).

We recognise that Scott Wilson could not make their proposals on the 
assumption these changes would be bound to occur ¿ that would be to
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 usurp the function of the planning authorities. However, in considering
 whether to accept any or all of the report's recommendations, the 
NHDC can and should take those factors very much into account. To 
fail to do so would mean the Council adopting proposals on a premise 
it knew would be bound to change, which cannot be any sensible 
Development Plan at all. It would in our view be wholly wrong for 
NHDC simply to adopt the potential 9 sites put forward by Scott Wilson 
to the exclusion of all others. 

SNAP
Taking these factors into account, and recognising the options 
highlighted in the SNAP consultation, in particular at question 29, the 
sensible option to meet any need for additional pitches in North Herts 
would be to increase the size of the existing site at Dyers Lane in the 
area west of Stevenage.

Question 29 asks if there are any other locations (beyond those 
identified) that could be considered for Travellers pitches. If further 
pitches are required beyond a larger Dyers Lane site, then given the 
virtual inevitability of development west of Stevenage, a further site in 
this area would represent an entirely sensible solution. The necessary 
criteria for Travellers pitches, contained in circular 01/2006 would be 
met with the close proximity of schools, shops and medical facilities, 
and the likely building of more such facilities in the immediate area as
 part of the west of Stevenage development. The simultaneous 
development of a Travellers site and new housing would be more 
likely to result in such a new site being readily established as a part of 
the local community, as of course would a larger site at Dyers Lane. 
This would have the advantage of more readily meeting the 
recommendation at paragraph 64 of circular 01/2006, that 
consideration should include 'the promotion of peaceful and 
integrated co-existence between the site and the local community'.

If a new site in the area west of Stevenage is not considered 
appropriate, the proposed sites STI and ST2 would be reasonable 
alternatives, as sites located close to shopping, educational, and 
medical facilities, to meet the criteria in circular 01/2006.

Other Green Belt Areas ¿ Town Surrounds     
We are somewhat surprised that the Scott Wilson report fails to identify 
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sites on the outskirts of the major towns (excluding Stevenage) in North
 Herts, on brownfield or untidy/derelict land. Such sites are more likely 
to meet all of the relevant criteria in circular 01/2006, being more 
proximate to shops and medical and educational facilities than rural 
locations.

One reason for this may be the apparent concern that Green Belt 
surrounds these towns, which cannot be utilised. As I have indicated, 
however, that is a mistaken understanding of the circular. Further, 
paragraph 54 of circular 01/2006 notes that 'sites on the outskirts of 
built up areas may be appropriate', and paragraph 55 highlights the 
potential use of such sites, stating: 'in some cases, perhaps involving 
previously developed (brownfield), untidy or derelict land, the 
establishment of a well-planned or soft-landscaped gypsy and traveller 
site can be seen as positively enhancing the environment and 
increasing openness'.  

Holwell Road, Pirton
As you will be aware, Pirton is a small rural community on the border 
with Bedfordshire. It has only limited facilities. Its closest neighbour is 
the even smaller village of Holwell, with no facilities at all. The impact
 of a Travellers site on the village would be significant.

Pirton, as a small community fails to satisfy the criteria set out in 
circular 01/2006 for such sites. Specifically, it is a considerable 
distance from the nearest medical facilities, and from any school 
providing secondary education. It has the most limited shopping 
facility. Paragraph 65 of circular 01/2006 is quite clear in this regard ¿ 
that in deciding where to provide for such sites, 'local planning 
authorities should first consider locations in or near existing settlements
 with access to local services, e.g. shops, doctors and schools'. NHDC is 
therefore required to first consider sites which meet these criteria, and 
Pirton should not be considered further.

The area is described in the North Hertfordshire and Stevenage 
Landscape Character Assessment for the Pirton Lowlands (area 218) as
 'large scale open, flat farming landscape¿.. Remnant hedges, gappy 
and predominantly hawthorn but with occasional mature trees¿¿ Very 
little woodland cover except adjacent to settlements'.  The placement 
of such a site in an area of unscreened flat farmland would be to make
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 it stand out, visible and obvious for some considerable distance. 
There is no natural boundary or screening of any significance at the 
proposed site. It would require considerable construction of mounds to 
produce any adequate screening. Any placement of hedgerow and 
trees to act as a natural screen would take 10 or more years to become 
effective, if indeed it could ever be effective at all.

Whilst recognising that the area of land identified at Pirton by Scott 
Wilson does not lie within a designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB), it is in very close proximity to just such an area. It is in 
fact less than 600 metres away from the Chilterns AONB. You will be 
aware of the guidance in paragraph 52 of the Circular, that in such 
areas 'planning permission for gypsy and travellers sites should only be
 granted where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the 
designation will not be compromised by the development'. We 
recognise that this is not an absolute prohibition on development, but 
the proximity to the Chilterns AONB must further weigh against a site 
at Pirton.
    
Finally, the road links to major A roads are far from ideal, being 
accessed via relatively narrow country lanes.

Summary
In our submission, a site at Pirton represents a poor choice for such a 
site, and we do not believe it should be considered further. The NHDC 
is required under circular 01/2006 to consider first sites which meet the 
criteria in the circular. In view of the almost inevitable changes to the 
area west of Stevenage, this area represents a much more sensible 
solution in satisfying the criteria, failing which the sites ST1 and ST2 
in the SNAP consultation should be pursued.

 Loom08/1886 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 

1
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relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away. 

The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles away in 
Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited supplies. 

The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm. 
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays. If a Gypsy Site 
was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles in the 
local area would inevitably increase 

Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads. Requests for footways in the 
village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. There 
is no direct access to any major roads. 

There is a small primary school in Pirton; however there have been 
instances when local children have had to appeal to gain a place at 
the school. Furthermore, Catholic schools are often preferred by the 
gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin 
with the nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage. School 
transport is not provided to faith schools. 

Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited. 

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside. There is
 no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area. The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional Spatial
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 Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for only 3
 pitches in the North Herts area. Yet, in spite of this EERA has chosen 
to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 pitches. 
Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites in North 
Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community have no 
strong desire to live in this area. Can EERA's decision be challenged 
in face of the evidence in its own report?

 

 Horner08/1900 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Pirton is a rural village and as such does not have the required 
amenities for the gypsies as stated in ODPM circular 01/2006. The 
gypsy community have stated that they wish to have sites located on 
the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities. As you know Pirton does not meet any of these 
requirements as the nearest doctor is 4.2 miles away and the closest 
hospital is over 7 miles away. Though the village has a small primary 
school the closest secondary school is 4 miles away.

Public transport is so limited to Pirton that these distances will not 
easily be overcome.

The intended site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation area and less 
than 600m from an area of outstanding natural beauty. The Scott 
Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local Plan No 2 
with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages beyond the 
Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not normally be 
allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007, special 
permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save policies 
beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work within these 
policies.

 As part of the land is a former sewerage works investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. In 
addition as the current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows 
costly additions to the system would be required to accommodate 
increased use.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 

1
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a gypsy site therefore the land in question could not be realistically 
released and I would not agree to compulsory purchase of land for this 
purpose.

There is no identified need for the gypsy and traveller sites in the 
North Herts area. Furthermore there are no recorded unauthorised 
gypsy sites in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller 
community have no strong desire to live in this area.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Goodman08/1901 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the Gypsies as 
stated in the ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ Hughie Smith, President of the Gypsy Council has said that 
rural locations are not sustainable. He has made it clear that the Gypsy
 Council have not been consulted by EERA as part of their process, but
 instead EERA involved the rival Gypsy Council, led by two ladies who,
 when made redundant in the 90's set up a "Gypsy Council" - they are 
not even gypsies - a point I know he has recently made to you (NHDC) 
and to EERA. He is 100% against sites such as Pirton, also he's 100% 
against "sharing the pain", that is, locating sites in areas where they 
are not wanted or needed. 
¿ There is no identified need for Gypsy and Traveller sites in 
the North Herts area. The East of England Regional Assembly's 

1
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Regional Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an 
identified need for ONLY 3 pitches in the North Herts area. Yet despite
 this, EERA has chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find 
locations for 15 pitches. Furthermore, there are no recorded 
unauthorized gypsy sites in North Herts which suggests that the Gypsy 
and Traveller community have no strong desire to live in this area. I 
have written to EERA to challenge their illogical decision despite its 
own report, and I would ask that you challenge this decision as well.
¿         The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites 
located on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads, 
and near medical facilities (of which our nearest doctors is 4.2 miles 
and nearest hospital is over 7 miles away). They also would wish for a 
positive relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the 
integration of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities 
in the village would not meet their needs.
¿         The Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country 
roads and there are no footways along adjacent roads. Requests for 
footways in the village have previously been refused by the Highway 
authority. There is no direct access to any major roads.
¿         There is a small primary school in Pirton ¿ it only has 5 
classrooms for 6 years, and within recent years the numbers of children 
applying to gain a place in the Reception class has increased so much
 that we are having instances when Pirton village based children have 
to appeal to gain a place, because they have been deemed 'too far 
away from the school'! I know (as Treasurer to the village Playgroup) 
that the numbers of children moving up from the Playgroup to 
Reception is on the increase which will mean even more cases of 
appeal. 
o        Furthermore, this is a non-Catholic primary school, and I am 
lead to believe that Catholic schools are often the preferred choice by 
the Gypsy community, the nearest of which is in Hitchin, with the 
nearest secondary school situated in Stevenage. School transport is 
not provided to Faith schools.
¿         Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive 
in the landscape ¿ there is no natural boundary to the area and no 
existing natural screening. The area, which the Scott Wilson report has
 identified, is in an extensive (almost a third the size of Pirton village!) 
mostly flat area ¿ new sympathetic screening would take years to 
establish, any other type of screening would be a visible eye sore on 
what is attractive agricultural land with far ranging views over open 
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countryside. 
o        The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West 
Lane which is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the 
identified area of land. 
o        The selected area is on productive farmland and adjacent to a 
flourishing dog kennel, with associated, almost constant, barking. 
¿ The Western edge of the proposed site is a conservation 
area. Hammonds Farm is a former manor house and listed building.
¿ The proposed development is not consistent with the 
Village Design Statement, which was approved in April 2003 and is 
accepted by NHDC as Supplementary Planning Guidance
¿ The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the 
District Local Plan No. 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to 
Selected Villages beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where 
development will not normally be allowed. While these policies 
expired in September 2007, special permission was granted by the 
Secretary of State to save policies beyond this date. It in incumbent on
 NHDC to seed to work within these policies.
¿ The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less
 than 600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Also the site 
is 1 mile from a National Nature Reserve (Knocking Hoe) at Tingley 
Wood.
¿ Part of the land is a former sewerage works and 
investigations would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is 
not contaminated. As it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to 
flooding.
¿ The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at 
the bottom of Royal Oak Lane from time to time. Costly additions to 
the system would need to be carried out to accommodate increased 
use.
¿ The owner/occupiers of the land do not consent to it being 
used as a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be
 realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of this land for this purpose. In addition, the development 
would destroy the livelihood of the tenant farmer. ¿       
¿ There are other locations in North Herts which would seem 
to be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has
 not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
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exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:
o Expansion of the existing site in Codicote
o West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community
o Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
o Areas in the former greenbelt
o Locations near areas of identified need.
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 Duff08/1902 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

First of all, I understand that there is no identified need for gypsy and 
traveller sites in North Hertfordshire and the Gypsy Community have 
themselves stated that they wish to have sites which are located on the
 outskirts of towns, within easy reach of facilities such as schools, shops 
and medical services, and would prefer to be close to major roads and 
transport links. Pirton is a small village with limited facilities and a very
 limited public transport service.  The primary school in the village is 
also small and there are practically no employment opportunities in 
the village.
 
Access to the proposed site is on narrow, winding,  country roads, with 
no direct access to any major roads and no footpaths.  The volume of 
traffic on these small village roads is already very high, especially at 
peak times. We need to be doing everything we can to reduce traffic 
volumes and the accompanying pollution, not increasing it.
 
The proposed site would certainly not be in keeping with the 
surrounding landscape.  It is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area 
and  very close to an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  It would 
also be very difficult to screen the site from the houses situated in West
 Lane which overlook this land.  This land is also prone to flooding and
 is often very waterlogged.
 
I also understand that the owners of the land would not consent to it 
being used for a gypsy and traveller site as it is on very productive 
farmland.
 
There are other sites in the North Hertfordshire Area which would 
appear to be more suitable, in particular the expansion of the existing 
site in Codicote, which is a very well run and successful site.  Also the 
area west of Stevenage, which would much better meet the 
requirements of the gypsy community, being within easy reach of 
major roads and transport links and in close proximity to shops, schools 
and medical facilities and providing more prospects for employment 
nearby.  Land off the Baldock by-pass also has existing services having 
been recently used by construction workers and would be close to the 
major road networks and the facilities available in towns.

1
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 Donovan NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I feel the proposed site between the Hertfordshire villages of Holwell 
and Pirton feel would not meet the stated requirements of the gypsies 
for the following reasons:

¿ Driving through Holwell is very difficult, particularly through 
the very narrow section from the Pirton end of the village where 
passing is tight for cars never mind anything bigger. There is no easy 
access to major roads from either Pirton or Holwell 

¿ Furthermore there is no pavement on either side of the road 
between the proposed site and Pirton or Holwell and walking from 
there means having to keep jumping onto the grass verge as traffic 
approaches!

¿ There are no supermarkets, large shops or garages nearer 
than Hitchin, some 4 miles away. There is one Post office/small village
 shop in Pirton with limited supplies that serves both villages. Further, 
that shop is also under threat of closure as a Post Office and if that 
were to happen then the current owner may well close it altogether!

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.30pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm. There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays. 
 
¿ The nearest Doctor's surgeries are either in Stondon which, 
is Bedfordshire, or Hitchin, both over 4 miles away. Lister Hospital is 
over 7 miles away.

¿ There is a one small primary/junior school in Pirton where 
places are highly sought but usually over-subscribed. Local children 
have had to appeal to gain a place at the school. Also, places at the 
play group for the toddlers in the village are already restricted and it 
would be difficult to accommodate more children. 

We are led to believe that the land in question is productive farm land 
and that the owner(s) would be unwilling to sell or to see the use 
changed. Part of the area was used for sewage in the past and is still 
somewhat prone to flooding. Hence West Lane in Pirton has been 
referred to as 'Wet Lane'. Also we can hear the barking from the 
Kennels in the centre of Pirton so are pretty sure it could be very 



1244

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

annoying for close neighbours.

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Donovan08/1904 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I feel the proposed site between the Hertfordshire villages of Holwell 
and Pirton feel would not meet the stated requirements of the gypsies 
for the following reasons:

¿ Driving through Holwell is very difficult, particularly through 
the very narrow section from the Pirton end of the village where 
passing is tight for cars never mind anything bigger. There is no easy 
access to major roads from either Pirton or Holwell 

¿ Furthermore there is no pavement on either side of the road 
between the proposed site and Pirton or Holwell and walking from 
there means having to keep jumping onto the grass verge as traffic 
approaches!

1
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¿ There are no supermarkets, large shops or garages nearer 
than Hitchin, some 4 miles away. There is one Post office/small village
 shop in Pirton with limited supplies that serves both villages. Further, 
that shop is also under threat of closure as a Post Office and if that 
were to happen then the current owner may well close it altogether!

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with 
the last bus into Hitchin at 2.30pm on weekdays and the last bus back 
at 6.30pm. There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays. 
 
¿ The nearest Doctor's surgeries are either in Stondon which, 
is Bedfordshire, or Hitchin, both over 4 miles away. Lister Hospital is 
over 7 miles away.

¿ There is a one small primary/junior school in Pirton where 
places are highly sought but usually over-subscribed. Local children 
have had to appeal to gain a place at the school. Also, places at the 
play group for the toddlers in the village are already restricted and it 
would be difficult to accommodate more children. 

We are led to believe that the land in question is productive farm land 
and that the owner(s) would be unwilling to sell or to see the use 
changed. Part of the area was used for sewage in the past and is still 
somewhat prone to flooding. Hence West Lane in Pirton has been 
referred to as 'Wet Lane'. Also we can hear the barking from the 
Kennels in the centre of Pirton so are pretty sure it could be very 
annoying for close neighbours.

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
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exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Keen08/1905 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I am writing to record my objections to the possible establishment of a 
Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Rd, Pirton (Ref NH95).  I no longer 
live in Pirton because there was not affordable housing when I and my
 partner first set up home.  However, I was raised in the village and 
return there frequently to visit my parents.  They are in their sixties now
 and looking into the future, I recognise a possible need to move back 
to support them instead of condemning them to an 'old folks' home.

My reasons for objecting are set out below.

1. Pirton has a small village shop with a Post Office counter at 
present. The        shop sells a limited range of basic goods only. A 
minimal bus service into Hitchin means vehicle use would increase 
considerably with such a site. The condition of the narrow, winding 
roads and lanes around Pirton would thus deteriorate even more 
rapidly as well as the likelihood of increased traffic accidents were such
 a site to be implemented.

2. Pirton has no medical facilities of any sort with the closest 
doctor, dentist and chemist being in Hitchin over 4 miles away and 
would again need transport to get there.

3. The small village school is over-subscribed and even village
 children have difficulty getting a place. Also pupils who frequently 
move schools e.g. children of service personnel, gypsies and travellers 
impose an added pressure on staff.  Secondary age pupils are bussed 
into Hitchin or have to be privately transported to other schools 
increasing traffic on narrow, local roads at peak times with the dangers 

1
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that brings.

4. The proposed site is on productive agricultural farmland. 
Such land should not be used for housing when Brownfield sites exist.  
Also there is a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty very 
close by. The proposed site is flat, open and is overlooked by higher 
dwellings.  It will be difficult to screen successfully whilst fitting in to 
the natural area. 

5. The Gypsy Council expressed concerns over sites in isolated 
locations and in small villages where the population may not be able 
to cope. Pirton is such a village. The Gypsy community have also 
stated that they wish to have sites on the outskirts of towns, near 
schools, medical facilities and major roads. They would also want a 
positive relationship with the local community. These views are 
required to be taken into consideration which does not appear to be 
the case.

Alternative Sites

The EERA's Regional Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows
 a need for only 3 pitches in the North Herts area. 

The NHDC requires objectors to identify other possible and better 
locations for sites.  In so doing we and the Council must consider John 
Beddington (the Government's Chief Scientific Adviser)'s concerns 
about the security of food supplies in the future.  No further farmland 
can afford to be sacrificed, no matter how worthy the cause, and brown
 field sites must be considered first, including the land recently used by
 the construction workers of the Baldock By-pass.  

Aside from brown field sites, the alternative is one or a combination of:
 
¿ Expanding the existing site in Codicote.
¿ Expanding the existing site at Dyers Lane, Stevenage.
¿ The proposed development to the west of Stevenage as a 
site there has  potential for better integration into the community.
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 Howlett08/1906 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

You will no doubt have received many letters that will have pointed 
out the distance from the hospital and the doctors' surgeries. There will
 have been concerns about places in the village school and the fact 
we only have a small village shop.  People are also worried about 
increased traffic in a rural area where some roads do not have 
footpaths.

Pirton is a fairly small village that is not on the route to anywhere else.
  It is contained within a triangle of roads and planning permission for 
first time buyers' homes, council houses or even palatial mansions 
would not be given outside the triangle of these roads. But this is 
exactly where the proposed sight is planned.  There would be no 
natural boundary and there is no natural screening.

I am also concerned that the present sewage system and water supply 
would not cope with any extra demands.

It is very strange that the Scott Wilson Report did not include any 
Brownfield Sites.  I think if any could be found they would be far more 
suitable for this kind of development.

1

 Granger08/1907 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton but available 
places are limited. Furthermore, the gypsy community often prefers 
Catholic schools; the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin and 
the nearest secondary school is in Stevenage.  School transport is not 

1
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provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape because the area identified by Scott Wilson is flat and 
open, located as it is on agricultural land at the foot of the Chilterns.  
There is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural 
screening; new screening would take many years to establish and 
would not be sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. 
Additionally, some of the land is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows occasionally 
at the bottom of Royal Oak Lane and costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
that is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
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purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts and this suggests that the gypsy and traveller community
 have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire that appear to be more
 suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has not 
included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable areas of
 search, when such locations would seem to be the most suitable of all,
 and I would appreciate your comments on this reason for the 
exclusion. Other possible alternative locations for sites are as follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Stoney08/1908 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Firstly, a site in the village of Pirton would not meet the requisite 
needs of the gypsies and travellers, as set out in ODPM circular 
01/2006. The nearest doctor's surgery is over 4 miles away and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away. The nearest access to shops and 
supermarkets is over 3.5 miles away. The only exception is a small 

1
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village shop which has a limited selection of supplies and limited 
opening hours. There is a small primary school within the village of 
Pirton, which is already oversubscribed. Employment opportunities in 
and around the village are extremely limited, if not non-existent. 
Public transport to and from the village of Pirton is extremely limited 
and very infrequent. Road access to the proposed site on Holwell Road
 is extremely narrow and likely to be inappropriate, especially for larger
 vehicles. There is no direct access to any major roads. There are also 
no footpaths along the roads near to the proposed site. It should be 
noted that previous requests for such footpaths have been refused by 
the Highways Agency.    

Secondly, it is likely that the proposed site would lead to an increase 
in the use of cars and other vehicles in the village and local area, 
particularly due to the inadequacy of local public transport. Many of 
the roads within the village are narrow, country roads. It is difficult to 
see how such roads could cope with a further increase in the volume of
 local traffic. 

The sewerage system in Pirton already appears to be at its full 
capacity, as it overflows from time to time at the bottom of Royal Oak 
Lane.  An overhaul of, and additions to, the current system would need
 to be made to accommodate the increased use of a Gypsy and 
Traveller Site. 

Any site in the proposed area in Pirton would be obtrusive to the 
landscape and local scenery.  The area is a mostly flat area in the 
foothills of the Chilterns surrounded by beautiful rolling countryside. 
There is no natural screening to the area. Any such screening would 
take years to develop and would not be an attractive addition to the 
landscape. The proposed site is also adjacent to a Conservation Area 
and less than 600 metres from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

In addition, the proposed site would be overlooked by existing housing
 in West Lane. It is also on productive farmland and adjacent to a 
successful dog kennel, which brings with it the associated smells and 
noise. The occupiers of the proposed land would not consent to its use 
as a Gypsy and Traveller Site and I would certainly not agree to the 
compulsory purchase of the land for this purpose.  
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Finally, there is no identified need for a Gypsy and Traveller Site in 
the North Hertfordshire Area.  There are no recorded unauthorised 
gypsy sites, which does suggest that the gypsy and traveller community
 has no wish to reside in this area.  The Gypsy Community has stated 
that it desires sites on town outskirts, near schools, road networks and 
medical facilities, with a positive relationship with the local 
community. It is unlikely that any of these wishes would be satisfied by 
a site in Pirton, as the facilities in the village do not meet these needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would appear 
more suitable, and it is noted that possible brownfield sites have not 
yet been investigated.  Other possible alternative locations for a site 
would be to the west of Stevenage or land near to the Baldock by-pass.
 Further consideration should also be given to expanding the existing 
site at Codicote.

 Granger08/1909 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ The nearest access to shops and supermarkets is 3.7 miles 
away in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited 
supplies.

¿ The public transport system is infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton but available 
places are limited. Furthermore, the gypsy community often prefers 
Catholic schools; the nearest Catholic primary school is in Hitchin and 
the nearest secondary school is in Stevenage.  School transport is not 
provided to faith schools.

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 

1
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landscape because the area identified by Scott Wilson is flat and 
open, located as it is on agricultural land at the foot of the Chilterns.  
There is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural 
screening; new screening would take many years to establish and 
would not be sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report failed to take into account the District Local 
Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected Villages 
beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development will not 
normally be allowed. While these policies expired in September 2007,
 special permission was granted by the Secretary of State to save 
policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to seek to work 
within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. 
Additionally, some of the land is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows occasionally 
at the bottom of Royal Oak Lane and costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The proposed site is dominated by two storey housing in West Lane 
that is at a higher level than, and therefore overlooks, the identified 
area of land.

The selected area is on productive farmland, with its associated 
odours, and adjacent to a flourishing dog kennel.

The owner/occupiers of the land would not consent to it being used as 
a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question could not be 
realistically released, and I would not agree with the compulsory 
purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
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 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts and this suggests that the gypsy and traveller community
 have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire that appear to be more
 suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has not 
included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable areas of
 search, when such locations would seem to be the most suitable of all,
 and I would appreciate your comments on this reason for the 
exclusion. Other possible alternative locations for sites are as follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Keen08/1911 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

1. I am writing to record my objection to the suggested 
establishment of a Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, Pirton (ref
 NH95) and summarise my reasons below whilst expressing them more 
fully in the letter's Attachment.

2. The process is badly flawed already and not just by basing it
 on Scott Wilson and is clearly susceptible to Judicial Review.   
Compulsory purchase of the land, will be required.  Consequently, it 
will be many years (2014?), costing substantial sums of tax-payers' 
money before there would be any chance  of a site in North Herts for 

1



1255

Land Allocations Issues & Options Paper January 2008- Comments on Gypsies and Travellers

AgentRepresentorRep ID Document section CommentsRepno.

the very few Gypsies and Travellers who might occasionally use it.   

3. There is no identified need for Gypsy and Traveller sites in 
North Herts.  The East of England Regional Assembly (EERA)'s 
Regional Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an 
identified need for only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  

4. The recommendation to place the site at Pirton is entirely 
contrary to the views stated by the Gypsy Council (GC) .  The GC 
considers that forcing Gypsies into areas is social suicide and a 
complete waste of Public time and money.  It is concerned about sites 
on the outskirts of small villages, such as Pirton, where the established 
settled population may not be able to cope.  

5. Pirton, a small rural village has been and is still denied 
services and facilities by the National Government and its subordinate 
elected and unelected levels, I share the expressed concerns of the 
Gypsy Council that essential integration will be extremely hard.  The 
new arrivals will undoubtedly be seen as being imposed from outside 
and given everything whilst the needs of the settled residents continue 
to be ignored.  The government objective of 'the promotion of 
peaceful and integrated co-existence between the site and the local 
community' is simply unachievable by placing a site anywhere in 
Pirton.

6. Site Specific Objections

a. Village.   Pirton will have difficulty accepting an increase in 
population of 5 to 6% .  The village itself has for years been deprived 
of facilities and services.  The village police house has sold 20 years; 
there is no police presence.  The children of the village have been 
denied access to affordable housing causing families to be split and 
the breakdown of the local extended family infrastructure.  

b. Noise.    The village is under the flight path for Luton airport
 with considerable noise.  Engine maintenance and flying occurs 24 
hours per day. The airport plans to grow so the situation will worsen.  
The proposed site is next to a flourishing but noisy dog kennel.  

c. Land Usage.  
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(1). The proposed site is in an extensive flat area in the Chiltern 
foothills with far ranging views over open countryside.  There is no 
natural boundary to the proposed site or natural screening.  A new 
screening would take years to establish and be inappropriate to the 
landscape.  

(2). The site is a former sewerage works.  No evidence has been 
submitted by the NHDC to confirm it is fit for family homes.  

(3). The owner and occupiers of the land would not consent to it
 being used as a Gypsy Site nor would they agree to its compulsory 
purchase Their stance would be actively supported by villagers.  
Farming would have to cease and working farmers would be evicted so
 unemployed.

d. Sewerage.   The Pirton sewerage system overflows at the 
bottom of Royal Oak Lane.  The village as a whole suffers from over 
stretched water supply even without 15 more family units.

e. ODPM Circular 01/2006 .   The Pirton site does not meet 
the needs of the Gypsies:

(1). The nearest doctor's surgery is 4 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away; the nearest shops and supermarkets
 are 4 miles away (up to 30 minutes 'crawl' at peak times) but bulk 
shopping involves going 9 miles to Stevenage for its large Tesco and 
Asda.

(2). The public transport system is infrequent and poor with no 
service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  All who can, drive.  The 
narrow village roads are already crowded with parked cars.   

(3). Road access to Pirton is poor.  The surrounding villages and
 Hitchin are connected via very narrow, winding country roads, with 
dangerous bends and a blind summit.  These roads are in a very poor 
state of repair although regularly used as 'rat-runs' and by buses and 
heavy goods vehicles, including bulk carriers.  There is no direct access
 to any arterial roads.  The roads in and around Pirton are dangerous 
for pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists, motorcyclists and drivers and there
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 are no footways along adjacent roads to the site.    

f. Pirton has a small primary school.  Even existing village 
children cannot be guaranteed a place.  Can a small school handle 
the unique educational needs of fluctuating numbers with a higher 
than usual, mobile life style ?  

g. Children who attend secondary education are bused to 
different schools in Hitchin depending on where they live in Pirton.  
Increasing the population of the village by 5 % will exacerbate this 
educational and social short-coming.

7. Alternative Sites.  The councillors and council employees 
have asked the villagers to propose alternative locations for the site.  
My suggestions are contained in the Annex to the Attachment and are 
summarised thus:

a. Brownfield Locations.  Brownfield locations in North Herts in 
or on the outer edges of towns as well as the land off the Baldock 
by-pass recently used by construction workers.

b. Codicote.   Expansion of the existing site in Codicote; 
certainly the sensible solution if only three pitches were needed.
 
c. West of Stevenage.  

(1). Initially further pitches at Dyers Lane with subsequent growth
 when needed on a new site in the west of the development area.
 
(2). This solution would meet the criteria  for Gypsy and 
Travellers pitches.  The building/provision of still more 
facilities/services in the immediate area as an essential part of the west
 of Stevenage development  (effectively a good sized town) would 
undoubtedly follow.  The requirements of the Gypsy and Traveller 
community could be built in at the planning stage, rather than 
'cobbled' together later.

The simultaneous development of major new housing developments 
with first a larger site at Dyers Lane and then in the future a new Gypsy
 and Traveller site further west would be the most likely way to 
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integrate the total local community.  The result would be 'the 
promotion of peaceful and integrated co-existence between the site 
and the local community' as Government and the existing, new and 
Gypsy/Traveller communities seek. It should then be the prime area for
 consideration of Gypsy and Traveller sites in North Herts.   

8. Conclusion.   It is imperative that NHDC correct the already 
badly flawed process immediately by readdressing all possible options 
and investigating all possible locations from scratch.  Having 
experienced why employing consultants is seldom worthwhile and 
even less often value-for-money , NHDC should use its own employees.

OBJECTIONS TO LAND ALLOCATIONS ISSUES AND OPTIONS 
CONSULTATION PAPER - GYPSY AND TRAVELLER SITE AT 
HOLWELL ROAD

1. EXISTING REPORTS AND SUBMISSION

1.1. I will not cite from the submissions of the two parish councils
 or the Barker Parry January 2008 apart from three very important 
extracts in Sections 1 and 2.  I understand from a 2008 meeting with 
the MP, district councillors and council officers that the NHDC 
considers the Scott Wilson report to be seriously flawed and so will not 
be discussed here apart from citing a specific failure in paragraph 1.3 
below.   

1.2. The submissions contain a comparison of the proposed 
villages.  This was  necessitated by a decision by a small cabinet of 
NHDC members to delete certain nominated villages (including the 
most appropriate) on grounds that were equally if not more appropriate
 to others they left in.  The submission concludes:  '¿..we can say is 
that in comparing these sites with Pirton, it is clear that they are 
essentially indistinguishable from Pirton, and that in the case of NH18 
¿ Ashwell, it stands head and shoulders above the Pirton site in terms 
of its overall suitability. The consequence is that a decision by NHDC 
to seek to place the site at Pirton when these other sites had been 
removed would be perverse, such that no reasonable planning 
authority could make that decision, and would be clearly susceptible to
 Judicial Review.'   
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1.3. The NHDC has to realise that such action will certainly 
happen if required; indeed there is a growing body of opinion in the 
affected villages, me included, that believes it is already long over 
due.  Judicial review, together with the necessity for the compulsory 
purchase  of the land, means that there could be many years of blight 
for the all the villages, (including the deleted ones) and a long wait 
without a site in North Herts for the very few Gypsies and Travellers 
who might occasionally use it.   It is imperative that NHDC correct the 
already badly flawed process immediately by readdressing all options 
and locations from scratch.  Having experienced why employing 
consultants is seldom worthwhile and even less often value-for-money, 
NHDC should use its own employees.

1.4. The Scott Wilson report did not take into account the District
 Local Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to Selected 
Villages beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where development 
will not normally be allowed. While these policies expired in 
September 2007, special permission was granted by the Secretary of 
State to save policies beyond this date. It is incumbent on NHDC to 
work within them.  

2. GYPSY AND TRAVELLER REQUIREMENTS  AND 
OBJECTIONS

2.1. There is no identified need for Gypsy and Traveller sites in 
North Herts.  The East of England Regional Assembly (EERA)'s 
Regional Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an 
identified need for only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  In spite of 
this, EERA has chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find 
locations for 15 pitches.  That there is no recorded unauthorised Gypsy
 sites in North Herts, reinforcing the position that the Gypsy and 
Traveller community have no desire to live in this area.  The NHDC 
should be challenging this EERA attempt at social re-engineering in 
face of the evidence in the assembly's own report.

2.2. Government policy (ODPM Circular 1/2006) requires that the
 views of the Gypsies and Travellers organisation be taken into 
consideration.  The recommendation to place the site at Pirton is 
entirely contrary to the views stated by the Gypsy Council (GC) .  The 
GC considers that forcing Gypsies into areas is social suicide and a 
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complete waste of Public time and money.  It is concerned about sites 
on the outskirts of small villages eg Pirton  where the established 
settled population may not be able to cope.  The following is extract 
from one of the reports citing a press article clearly showing the Gypsy 
position:

Gypsy Council

Lest there be any doubt about his ability to speak on the issue, Mr 
Smith made the point that the Gypsy Council is an all-Gypsy 
organisation, and has been active throughout counties including 
Hertfordshire.

Later quoted in an article in The Comet on 7th February 2008, Mr 
Smith stated: 'We have never been consulted. How can people talk 
about putting gypsies and travellers here and there without asking 
them what they think? Of course there could be problems if some of 
these sites are in villages with small populations. The first thing we 
want is good relationships with the people we live around.'

Subsequently, it appears that NHDC may have engaged with the 
Gypsy Council.  Barkway Parish Council records: 'Hughie reports he is 
in dialogue with NHDC on site locations and is making it quite clear 
that rural locations are non-sustainable. He remains 100% against sites
 like Barkway, Sandon and Pirton. He's 100% against "sharing the 
pain", with sites being located in AREAS where they are not wanted or
 needed."

The next extract covers:
 
Ormiston Trust.  (on behalf of the East of England Regional Assembly) 
undertook a  survey of Gypsies and reported in relation to Permanent 
sites: 

1. 75.4% said sites should be located near a town. 
2. 81.1% said sites should be located near schools. [note - 
plural, with no distinction made between primary and secondary]
3. 46.2% said sites should be located near motorways/road. 
4. 52.8% said sites should be located on outskirts of town.
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Not surprisingly, this report reinforces Mr H Smith's and the Gypsy 
position.

2.3. Small rural villages, such as Pirton, have been and are still 
denied services and facilities by the National Government and its 
subordinate elected and unelected levels, and I share the concerns of 
the Gypsy Council that essential integration will be extremely hard.  
The new arrivals will undoubtedly be seen as being imposed from 
outside and given everything whilst the needs of the long-term 
residents continue to be ignored.  The government objective of 'the 
promotion of peaceful and integrated co-existence between the site 
and the local community' is simply unachievable by site anywhere in 
Pirton.

3. SITE OBJECTIONS

f. Village.   Pirton is a small rural village that will have 
difficulty accepting an increase in population of 5 to 6% .  The village 
itself has for years been deprived of facilities and services.  The village
 police house has sold 20 years and there is no longer a police 
presence.  The children of the village have been denied access to 
affordable housing locally causing families to be split and the 
breakdown of the local extended family infrastructure.

g. Noise.    Like everyone else, Gypsy's and Travellers wish to 
live away from noise.  The village is under the flight path for Luton 
airport with considerable noise (excessive even to someone who lived 
alongside airfields for years) both during the day and overnight.  The 
latter noise appears to be from both maintenance and flying; there are
 no silent hours for Pirton.  The airport plans to grow and the situation 
will worsen.  The proposed site is also adjacent to a flourishing but 
noisy dog kennel.  

h. Land Usage.  

a. The proposed site is in an extensive mostly flat area in the 
foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling agricultural land with 
far ranging views over open countryside.  It attracts walkers from across 
the South East.  There is no natural boundary to the proposed site or 
natural screening.  A new screening would take years to establish and 
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be inappropriate to the landscape anyway.  The site is adjacent to the 
Pirton Conservation Area and less than 600m from an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

b. Part of the land is a former sewerage works and 
investigations need to be undertaken immediately to ensure that the 
land is fit for family homes.  The land is also often sodden.  

c. The owner and occupiers of the land would not consent to it
 being used as a Gypsy Site, indicating that the land in question is not 
realistically available.  Further, they would not agree to its the 
compulsory purchase for this purpose and here they would be actively 
supported by villagers.  Furthermore, if the working farmers are evicted 
from the targeted land, (it seems) farming would have to cease and 
they (and their families) would be out of work.

i. Sewerage.   From time to time the  sewerage system in 
Pirton overflows at the bottom of Royal Oak Lane.  Costly 
modifications and additions to the system would be needed to 
accommodate increased use.   The village as a whole suffers from over
 stretched water supply even without 15 more family units.

j.  ODPM Circular 01/2006 .   The Pirton site does not meet 
the needs of the Gypsies as stated in ODPM Circular 01/2006 because:

a. The nearest doctor's surgery is 4 miles distant and the 
nearest hospital over 7 miles away; the nearest access to shops (except
 for one small village shop with very limited supplies and a shelf to 
floor area of a few square metres) and supermarkets is 4 miles away in 
Hitchin (and in shopping terms it is now poor although rich in banks, 
cafés and charity shops) necessitating travel to Stevenage town centre 
9 miles away for a large Tesco and Asda.

b. The public transport system is infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays.  So poor is the 
bus service that all who can, drive.  As a result, the narrow village 
roads are further reduced in width by parked cars.   If a site is 
established in Pirton, the use of cars and other vehicles would 
increase; a reasonable increase could be a significant 30 vehicles. 
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c. Road access to Pirton:

(1) The proposed site and its connections to surrounding 
villages and Hitchin are via very narrow, winding country roads (lanes 
effectively), with several dangerous bends and a blind summit.  These 
roads are in very poor state of repair. 

(2)  There is no direct access to any arterial roads.  Even so, 
during peak times these country lanes are starting to become a 'rat-run'
 between the Hitchin/Bedford Road and the various accesses to the 
Hitchin/Luton Road.   At the same peak times to travel by car the 4 
miles from Pirton to the Hitchin Tilehouse roundabout can take nearly 
30 minutes, most of it spent in stationary and stop-start traffic. 

(3)  The roads in and around Pirton are dangerous for (and in 
part because of) pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists, motorcyclists and 
drivers.  It will be for any whom the NHDC seeks to pace on the new 
site.  The children on the site would have to cross the potential 'rat-run'
 to get to and from school. 

(4) There are no footways along adjacent roads to the proposed
 site, along many of the others surrounding the village, or  those 
leading to other villages and Hitchin.   Requests for footways have 
previously been refused by the Highways Authority.  

(5)  Buses and heavy goods vehicles, including bulk carriers, 
use the roads, poor as they are.  

h. Pirton has a small primary school where because of its size, 
even existing village children cannot be guaranteed a place by right.  
It is also questionable whether such a small school has the facilities to 
handle the unique educational needs of fluctuating numbers of 
children with a higher than usual, mobile life style .  

i. Children who attend secondary education are bused to 
different schools in Hitchin depending on where they live in Pirton.  
Increasing the population of the village by 5 to 6% will only 
exacerbate this educational and social short-coming.
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4.  ALTERNATIVE SITES

4.1 The councillors and council employees have asked the 
villagers to propose alternative locations for the site.  My suggestions 
are contained in Annex A.

5. CONCLUSION

5.1. It is imperative that NHDC correct the already badly flawed 
process immediately by readdressing all options and investigating all 
locations from scratch.  Having experienced why employing 
consultants is seldom worthwhile and even less often value-for-money ,
 NHDC should use its own employees.  Furthermore, with a subject as 
sensitive as this, it is also important that involved councillors and 
council employees ensure their actions are unequivocally not open to 
reversal or delay through judicial reviews.

ALTERNATIVE SITES

d. Brownfield Locations.  There are a number of Brownfield 
locations in North Herts in or on the outer edges of towns that could be 
used which need to be investigated by NHDC.  They are in or very 
close to big towns which would provide the facilities and services 
sought by and the objectives of the Gypsies and Travellers and where 
large populations can easily absorb the impact of 30 extra caravans.  A
 variation of the Brownfield is the land off the Baldock by-pass recently 
used by construction workers, which is close to the road network and (I 
am told) has existing services.  I have not, however, walked this site.

e. Codicote.   Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.  We 
are informed by the council officers that this site, which is away from 
the town, is welcomed by the Gipsies and Travellers and is no 
imposition on the town.  Certainly the number of pitches designated 
should be increased to at least the actual number using this site.

f. West of Stevenage.  

(3). The most obvious way to meet any requirement for extra 
pitches initially would be to increase the size of the existing Dyers 
Lane site.  Further pitches could then be provided on a new site in the 
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west of the development area in the future as and when they were 
required (given the inevitable development westwards of Stevenage).  

(4). This solution would meet the criteria  for Gypsy and 
Travellers pitches, contained in ODPM Circular 01/2006  having close 
proximity schools, shops including very large superstores, arterial roads,
 a major rail station, primary and secondary and specialist medical 
facilities.  The building/provision of more facilities/services in the 
immediate area as an essential part of the west of Stevenage 
development would undoubtedly follow.  The requirements of the 
Gypsy and Traveller community could be built in at the planning 
stage, rather than 'cobbled' together later.

(5). The simultaneous development of major new housing 
developments  (effectively a good sized town) with first a larger site at 
Dyers Lane and then in the future a new Gypsy and Traveller site 
further west would be the most likely way to integrate the total local 
community.  The result would be 'the promotion of peaceful and 
integrated co-existence between the site and the local community' as 
government and the existing, new and Gypsy/Traveller communities 
seek. It should then be the prime area for consideration of Gypsy and 
Traveller sites in North Herts.   
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 Parkin08/1921 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I understand the council is looking at the possible use of farm land in 
Holwell Road, Pirton as a possible site for Gypsy's and Travellers'. This 
site is far from ideal as the council must itself realize from its own 
investigations. But in no particular order my objections are:

Nearest shops are in Hitchin 4.2 miles away, with a limited and 
infrequent public transport system Nearest Doctor's surgery is in Hitchin 
and nearest hospital is in Stevenage 
There are no employment opportunities in Pirton, people will have to 
travel into Hitchin or Stevenage There is nothing for children and 
teenagers to do in the village, putting a group or gypsy's and travellers 
into the village will just increase the current problems the village faces
 with youngsters 
The village school will not be able to cope with a large influx of pre 
senior school children 
The road system in Pirton just about copes with the volume of traffic 
today, any increase will result in potential accidents.

The councils own improvement and service plans state 
¿ helping people feel safe and secure 
¿ maximising opportunities for all children and young people, 
particularly by improving vocational education and training and 
making sure that safeguarding children is everyone's business; 
¿ supporting the independence of the growing number of older 
people; 
¿ tackling the causes and impact of congestion; 
¿ dealing with worn out roads and pavements; 
¿ reducing the impact of new development on the environment; and 
¿ maximising efficiency savings.

I do not believe by putting a Gypsy and Traveller site in the heart of 
this community you will be able to state such things as the above. It 
will be good to understand what the audit commission have to say 
about such a scheme.

1
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 McConnachie08/1922 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Although we fully support the need to provide facilities for our wide 
and diverse communities we are writing to record our objections to the 
possible establishment of a Gypsy and Traveller site in Holwell Road, 
Pirton (ref NH95) because we do not consider it will provide the 
appropriate level of facility required and the site itself does not seem 
capable of development . Our specific objections are:  

Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads and there 
are no footways along adjacent roads.  The Highway authority has 
previously refused requests for footways in the village. There is no 
direct access to any major roads. 

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. If it is a site that 
could be suitable for further development there is a substantial need 
within North Hertfordshire for more affordable and shared ownership 
housing which should have a higher priority 

However part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations 
would need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not 
contaminated. As it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to 
flooding so is potentially not suitable for development 

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts, which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.   

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities. Pirton does not fulfil these criteria.

1

 Snell08/1923 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:

¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles away and the 

1
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nearest hospital is over 7 miles.

¿ Shops, supermarkets and other facilities are 3.7 miles away 
in Hitchin, except for one small village shop with limited supplies.

¿ The bus service is limited and infrequent with the last bus 
into Hitchin at 2.33pm on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm.  
There is no bus service on Sundays and Bank holidays. 

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, country roads 
and there are no footways along adjacent roads.  Requests for footways
 in the village have previously been refused by the Highway authority. 
There is no direct access to any major roads.

¿ There is a small primary school in Pirton. However, the 
parents of children living in the village have found it increasingly 
difficult to secure a place for their children in the school and have had 
to appeal to gain a place. Furthermore, Catholic schools are often 
preferred by the gypsy community and the nearest Catholic primary 
school is in Hitchin with the nearest secondary school situated in 
Stevenage.  School transport is not provided to faith schools. 

¿ Employment opportunities in Pirton are extremely limited.  

Any site within the selected area of search would be obtrusive in the 
landscape, as the area identified by Scott Wilson is in an extensive 
mostly flat area in the foothills of the Chilterns amidst attractive rolling 
agricultural land with far ranging views over open countryside.  There 
is no natural boundary to the area and no existing natural screening; 
new screening would take years to establish and would not be 
sympathetic to the landscape.

The Scott Wilson report is flawed, as it failed to take into account the 
District Local Plan No 2 with Alterations, Policy 7, as it refers to 
Selected Villages beyond the Green Belt (including Pirton) where 
development will not normally be allowed. It is incumbent on NHDC to
 seek to work within these policies.

The site is adjacent to the Pirton Conservation Area and less than 
600m from an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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Part of the land is a former sewerage works and investigations would 
need to be undertaken to ensure that the land is not contaminated. As 
it is, the land is often sodden and is prone to flooding.

The current sewerage system in Pirton already overflows at the bottom 
of Royal Oak Lane from time to time.  Costly additions to the system 
would need to be carried out to accommodate increased use.

The selected area is on productive farmland. The owner/occupiers of 
the land would not consent to it being used as a Gypsy Site, indicating
 that the land in question could not be realistically released, and I 
would not agree with the compulsory purchase of land for this purpose.

There is no identified need for gypsy and traveller sites in the North 
Herts area.  The East of England Regional Assembly's Regional 
Spatial Strategy Review document clearly shows an identified need for
 only 3 pitches in the North Herts area.  Yet, in spite of this EERA has 
chosen to impose a requirement for NHDC to find locations for 15 
pitches.  Furthermore, there are no recorded unauthorised gypsy sites 
in North Herts which suggests that the gypsy and traveller community 
have no strong desire to live in this area.  Can EERA's decision be 
challenged in face of the evidence in its own report?

The Gypsy Community have stated that they wish to have sites located
 on the outskirts of towns, near schools, close to major roads and near 
medical facilities, and also that they would wish for a positive 
relationship with the community, but it is doubtful that the integration 
of a gypsy community would be easy in Pirton as facilities in the 
village would not meet their needs.

The proposed site is clearly unsuitable and does not satisfy the various 
local government and regional authority requirements. Furthermore, 
the travellers themselves do not appear to desire to live in Pirton. I do 
not, therefore, understand why the site is even being considered as a 
possible option. 

There are other locations in North Hertfordshire which would seem to 
be more suitable and these should be investigated. Scott Wilson has 
not included any Brownfield sites in their identification of suitable 
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areas of search, when such locations would seem to be the most 
suitable of all, and I would appreciate your comments on this curious 
exclusion. Some other possible alternative locations for sites are as 
follows:

¿ Expansion of the existing site in Codicote.
¿ West of Stevenage ¿ this would provide better integration 
into a new community.
¿ Land off the Baldock by-pass recently used by construction 
workers, which is close to the road network and has existing services.
¿ Areas in the former greenbelt 
¿ Locations near areas of identified need.

 Webb08/1924 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

I have read the Holwell Parish Council submission to the proposed 
travellers site in Pirton and wholly agree with it. 

1

 Webb08/1925 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Having read the proposals for a travellers site in Pirton and 
subsequently the objection from Holwell Parish Council I have to 
agree with the Parish Council that the site is totally unsuitable for all of
 the reasons stated in their submission.

Furthermore there are infinitely more suitable sites available as stated 
like the one at Baldock.

I therefore strongly object to the placing of the site in Pirton.

1

 Pudner08/1926 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

Having read the document from Holwell Parish Council, I' am in full 
agreement with the views expressed.

1

 Chatterton08/1927 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

 I wish to register my rejection to the proposed site for Gypsy and 
Traveller accommodation on the agricultural land between Pirton and 
Holwell for the following reasons:

1.  Firstly and most importantly it is contrary to Government policy 
(circular 1/2006) which requires that the views of the Gypsies and 
Travellers organisation be taken into consideration.  In this case it 
appears to go completely contrary to the views stated in the attached 
letter from the Gypsy Council which comments on forcing Gypsies into 
areas where they do not want to be, which is described as being 

1
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tantamount to social suicide and a complete waste of public time and 
money.  The letter identifies concerns over sites on the outskirts of 
small villages where the established settled population may not be 
able to cope.  Furthermore, I believe that the three pitches identified 
in the Regional strategy report should be located in either a brown 
field site or the proposed development area to the west of Stevenage. 
 In the latter case those moving into the newly developed area would 
be aware of the presence of these pitches and in either case the 
location could better reflect the needs of the Gypsies/Travellers

2.  I understand that the owner of the agricultural land and the farmer 
who manages the land are strongly opposed to giving up the land for 
the proposed purpose.

3.  It is contrary to the District Council's policy for villages beyond the 
Green Belt which will '¿seek to restrain development pressures, 
maintain the existing pattern of settlements and countryside, and 
enhance the character of existing land uses in urban and rural areas.  
Thus, planning permission will normally be given only when 
development proposals (which include changes of use of buildings or 
land) meet these aims and (1) show the highest standards of layout 
and design, and (2) positively enhance the character and environment 
of the local area.'  Taken from the adopted North Hertfordshire District 
Local Plan No. 2, dated April 1996.  In this case the site is overlooked 
by the houses along West Lane which, being raised up above the 
fields, would make screening almost impossible.  In addition many of 
the occupants are elderly and in the words of Hughie Smiths letter, 
'may not be able to cope'  

4.  That the site lacks many of the requirements for this type of 
development, such as shopping, health care and clubs and other 
facilities for young people, also the public transport is minimal and the
 site is poorly situated from access to main roads and motorways.  
Finally, it already suffers from over stretched resources such as water 
supply and sewerage.

 Chatterton08/1928 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 

I wish to register my rejection to the proposed site for Gypsy and 
Traveller accommodation on the agricultural land between Pirton and 

1
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Road, Pirton Holwell for the following reasons:

1.  Firstly and most importantly it is contrary to Government policy 
(circular 1/2006) which requires that the views of the Gypsies and 
Travellers organisation be taken into consideration.  In this case it 
appears to go completely contrary to the views stated in the attached 
letter from the Gypsy Council which comments on forcing Gypsies into 
areas where they do not want to be, which is described as being 
tantamount to social suicide and a complete waste of public time and 
money.  The letter identifies concerns over sites on the outskirts of 
small villages where the established settled population may not be 
able to cope.  Furthermore, I believe that the three pitches identified 
in the Regional strategy report should be located in either a brown 
field site or the proposed development area to the west of Stevenage. 
 In the latter case those moving into the newly developed area would 
be aware of the presence of these pitches and in either case the 
location could better reflect the needs of the Gypsies/Travellers

2.  I understand that the owner of the agricultural land and the farmer 
who manages the land are strongly opposed to giving up the land for 
the proposed purpose.

3.  It is contrary to the District Council's policy for villages beyond the 
Green Belt which will '¿seek to restrain development pressures, 
maintain the existing pattern of settlements and countryside, and 
enhance the character of existing land uses in urban and rural areas.  
Thus, planning permission will normally be given only when 
development proposals (which include changes of use of buildings or 
land) meet these aims and (1) show the highest standards of layout 
and design, and (2) positively enhance the character and environment 
of the local area.'  Taken from the adopted North Hertfordshire District 
Local Plan No. 2, dated April 1996.  In this case the site is overlooked 
by the houses along West Lane which, being raised up above the 
fields, would make screening almost impossible.  In addition many of 
the occupants are elderly and in the words of Hughie Smiths letter, 
'may not be able to cope'  

4.  That the site lacks many of the requirements for this type of 
development, such as shopping, health care and clubs and other 
facilities for young people, also the public transport is minimal and the
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 site is poorly situated from access to main roads and motorways.  
Finally, it already suffers from over stretched resources such as water 
supply and sewerage.

 Hayes08/1929 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

There is no identified need for gypsy or travellers sites in the area and 
there are no recorded unauthorised sites.  The proposed site (reference
 LH95) is in an extensive area of low lying land with scattered trees 
and some sparse hedging.  Screening would obstruct the views and be 
unsympathetic to the landscape.  A large number of established 
houses, including a Grade II Listed home would be affected.  The 
facilities in Pirton are limited and there are almost no employment 
opportunities.  Pirton School is unable to provide places for the 
existing number of village applicants.  The village shop/post office 
provides a limited range of goods.  Public transport is infrequent and 
road access is narrow with no footpath along adjacent roads.

1

 Evans08/1930 NH95: Land north of 
West Lane and Holwell 
Road, Pirton

A site in Pirton would not meet the required needs of the gypsies as 
stated in ODPM circular 01/2006 for the following reasons:
¿ The nearest doctor's surgery is 4.2 miles distant and the nearest 
hospital over 7 miles away.

¿ There is a very limited range of services available in the village with 
the nearest access to general shops and supermarkets 3.7 miles away 
in Hitchin to which most residents have to travel to for the full range of 
household goods.

¿ The public transport system is limited and infrequent with the last 
bus into Hitchin at 2.33pm
on weekdays and the last bus back at 6.30pm. This creates problems 
for youth accessing
services and in travelling home from after school activities. There is no
 bus service on Sundays and Bank Holidays.

¿ If a Gypsy Site was established in Pirton, the use of cars and other 
vehicles in the local area would inevitably increase with 
disproportionate impact upon the village.

¿ Road access to the proposed site is on narrow, unlit or poorly lit, 
country roads without footways. Requests for footways in the village 

1




