NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL N_I

WASTE AND RECYCLING ARRANGEMENTS, 1)
ONE YEAR ON....

North Herts residents nave proved their commitment to the environment by sending less

waste to landfill and recycling more. It is now over one year since NHDC introduced the revised waste and
recycling arrangements to protect the environment, help residents to recycle more and control the growing cost
of waste.

Recycling rates rose dramatically during
the first year of the new arrangements,
introduced last October. In 2006/7 North
Herts’ recycling and composting rate was
33% but six months after the new system
was introduced it reached 40%, an
increase of 7%.

During 2008, the amount of waste sent to
landfill reduced by over 800 tonnes per
month, or 28%. Residents have also
responded well to the introduction of food
waste into their brown bins with unlimited
cardboard and garden waste. This has
resulted in diverting over 200 tonnes of
organic material per month for composting
rather than landfill.

“These tremendous results have only been
possible because our residents have
responded so well to the urgent need to

throw away less and recycle more,” said Hertfordshire councils are aiming to recycle 50% by 2012
Clir Lynda Needham, NHDC Portfolio or in later years large penalties may be imposed by
Holder for Waste and Recycling. central government if UK and European targets are not
“We realise that this has meant a big met. As well as recycling, there are challenging targets
change and thanks are due to residents for for reducing the total waste landfilled so the key message
adapting so well.” to all residents is still to reduce, re-use and recycle.

North Hertfordshire’s waste, recycling and composting April 06-Sept 08
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Food waste collections from households

North Herts District Council has been collecting food
waste from households since June 2008. All food
waste (cooked or raw) can go in your brown bins,
together with cardboard and garden waste. This
includes fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, bones,
carcasses, seafood and shells, dairy, tea bags, coffee
grounds, breads, pastries and cakes, pasta, beans
and rice. We still advise home composting for fruit and
vegetable peelings but if you have meat, fish or dairy
then you can place these items in your brown bin.

If you live in a flat and have a brown bin for glass /
paper this is not applicable to you.

Recycling food waste helps to protect the environment
by reducing the amount of methane producing
material sent to landfill.

NEW WASTE AND RECYCLING DVD

A new DVD is being launched for schools throughout
North Herts as part of the information provided at
presentations and talks given by Recycling Officers. If
you would like to book a talk for your school or
community group please contact Natalia Rita.

Plastic bottle banks

The plastic bottle banks continue to be well
used and we are still actively seeking new
sites. If you know of any suitable sites
which could house a plastic bottle bank,
please contact us with the detalils.

In order to make the sites run as smoothly
as possible, please remember

Not to leave bags of plastic bottles or
empty bags beside the bank, they
create litter.

To rinse and squash the plastic bottles

Don’t assume a bank is full because

bags are dumped beside it. Check both
openings of the bank. If the front seems
full there will often be space at the back.

Don’t put anything but plastic bottles in
the plastic bank. Glass contaminates
the entire load. Glass can be put in your
black box or one of the glass banks.

NHDC also has eight food and drink carton
banks which are being well used.

Christmas waste and recycling arrangements

If your grey bin or recycling box collection day falls on either 25", 26™ December 2008 or 1% January
2009, your collections will be altered as detailed below. All residents will receive a sticker on their bins

to inform them of the changes to the collection service.

No side waste will be taken, except one bag from properties
whose collection days have changed.

Although brown bin collections will be suspended for one
collection over the festive period (from 22™ December — 4"
January 2009), you can still place your food waste in the
brown bin ready for the next collection.

For tips on how to reduce your food waste and recipes for
leftovers please visit http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/




