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10 
 

TITLE OF REPORT: ROYSTON YOUTH SHELTER 
 
REPORT OF THE HEAD OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To advise the Committee of the issues around the installation of a Youth Shelter in 

Priory Memorial Gardens.  
 
 
2. FORWARD PLAN 
 
 This report does not contain a recommendation on a key decision and has not been 

referred to in the Forward Plan. 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 Members will recall that they considered the installation of a Youth Shelter at their 

Meeting on 30 January 2008, but agreed to defer further consideration pending the 
results of a survey to be conducted by the Royston Youth Council. The results of 
that survey have now been analysed. 

 
3.2 At that meeting they also earmarked funds for such an installation. 
 
3.3 This report looks at the issues involved in the installation of a youth shelter and 

seeks Members’ authorisation to proceed. 
 
 
4.0       CONSIDERATIONS 
 
4.1 The Youth Council survey posed 26 questions, of which three were specifically 

about youth facilities. These were: 
 

1. Would you use a Youth Shelter in Priory Memorial Gardens? 
2. If yes, which of the two examples* [shown] would you prefer? 
3. Do you think a graffiti / one touch football wall in Royston is a good idea? 

 
 *The two designs are shown in Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
4.2 The responses to these questions were as follows: 
  

1. Yes: 34  No: 27  (61 responses) 
2. Design 1:  30   Design 2: 11  (41 responses) 
3. Yes: 43  No: 17  (60 responses) 

 
4.3 Whilst it might at first appear that the number of responses to the survey is small, 
 the reality is that the survey covered just under 25% of the people in Royston of that 
 age range, based on the 2001 Census figures. 
 



ROYSTON AND DISTRICT (11.06.08) 

4.4 Rationale 
4.4.1 The concept of a Youth Shelter in Priory Memorial Gardens was first raised by the 

Police, feeling that simply moving young people out of Priory Memorial Gardens 
was literally moving the problem somewhere else. The Memorial Gardens are 
inside the town’s Alcohol-Free Zone. 

 
4.5 Disturbance  
4.5.1 No complaints from residents in Priory Way have recently been recorded by the 

Police about noise. 
 
4.5.2 It is likely that the overall number of complaints might well reduce, as a 

consequence of groups of young people remaining in the same place, rather than  
being moved on around the town.  

 
4.6 Siting 
4.6.1 The CDO has from time to time observed young people gathering within the Multi-

Use Games Area (MUGA), seated on the ground. The Police were content with the 
proposal to site the Youth Shelter within the MUGA. The Youth Council, on the 
other hand, felt that such a site might restrict use from fear of intimidation of users 
within an enclosed area which had only one exit route. 

 
4.6.2 It is therefore recommended that the shelter be sited on the tarmac between the 

entrance to the MUGA and the existing children’s play area. A site on tarmac will 
facilitate installation and cleaning, and the proposed site sits back from the line of 
mature shrubs, thus reducing its visual impact. An illustration of the proposed 
location is attached as Appendix 2.  

 
4.6.3 It is also suggested that additional litter bins be installed in the vicinity of the Youth 

Shelter. 
 
4.6.4 Members will also recall that the Police had sought installation of additional gates 

onto Fish Hill to restrict rapid dispersal of the Gardens’ users on the arrival of Police 
at night: this work is in hand. It is also suggested that a pedestrian barrier be 
installed on the kerb edge of the pavement opposite the southernmost exit from 
Priory Memorial Gardens to reduce the risk of collision between pedestrians and 
passing vehicles. The cost of such a barrier 2 metres long would be in the order of 
£90 (installed).  It is also suggested that an additional barrier be installed at the 
eastern pedestrian access to the park, as this lies nearest to the MUGA. 

 
4.7 Decoration 
 The Youth Council has already commented that the Youth Shelter should be 

painted in muted colours to blend in with its surroundings, rather than contrast with 
them.  

  
  
5.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 There are no legal issues relevant to this report.  
 
6.0 FINANCIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
6.1 Identified costs are as follows: 
 Shelter and installation £3410 
 Installation 710 
 Delivery 250 
 Pedestrian barriers (2) 180 
 Litter bins (2) 400 

 £4950 
  
6.2  Members have already ear-marked £3,930 for this project. Additional funding 

required is therefore £1,020. 
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6.3 Officers will endeavour to find other contributors to the project whose participation 

could reduce the financial input from this Committee. 
 
 
7.0 CONSULTATION WITH EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS AND WARD MEMBERS  
7.1 Consultation has already taken place with the Youth Council, as noted above, and 

the issue has already been discussed in outline at a previous meeting. 
 
 
8.0 CONCLUSIONS 
8.1 There is already informal use of Priory Memorial Gardens and the MUGA as a 

gathering place for young people. 
 
8.2 The Youth Council Survey supports the discreet installation of a Youth Shelter. 
 
8.3 Some additional equipment is suggested to improve users’ safety and to facilitate 

installation and cleaning. 
  
 
9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
9.1 That the Committee authorise the installation of a Youth Shelter in Priory Memorial 

Gardens, sited as described above; 
 
9.2 That the Committee allocate funding, additional to that already earmarked, to cover 

the remaining costs. 
 
 
10.0  REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
10.1 To provide a safer environment for young people to congregate in Royston Town 
 Centre. 
 
 
11.0     ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
11.1 None. 
 
 
12.0. APPENDICES 
 
12.1 Appendix 1 – Design options offered in the Survey 
 
12.2 Appendix 2 - Photograph of recommended location in Priory Memorial Gardens. 
 
 
 
13.0 CONTACT OFFICERS 
 
13.1 Alan Fleck, Community Development Officer. Ext 4274. 
 Steve Geach, Parks & Countryside Development Manager  Ext. 4553 
 
 
14.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 14.1 None. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Youth shelter design options offered in the survey 
 

 
Option 1 (Selected by those surveyed) 
 

 
 
Option 2 (not selected) 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
Recommended location for Youth Shelter 
 
 

 
 
          Recommended location for Youth Shelter  ^ between drain and end of hedge. 


