Industry and Agriculture. A working corn mill once
stood at Westmill Farm (c1600 -c1900, see photo).

Creation of the deep, straight [VHU Stream, which powered mapping for their own use. © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.

| v = Hertfordshire County Council 100019606 2007.
the mill, altered the course of the original river. North of s i e g =2 _ :

the river is a wet area where willow, reed and rush were
once grown and harvested. The area fell into neglect in
the 1920s when demand for these products dwindled. It is
now Oughtonhead Nature Reserve run by Herts &
Middlesex Wildlife Trust (not accessible to the public).

The Ordnance Survey mapping included in this leaflet is provided by Hertfordshire County
Council under licence from the Ordnance Survey in order to fulfil its public function to provide
information relating to its activities, services and plans. Persons viewing this mapping should
contact Ordnance Survey copyright for advice should they wish to license Ordnance Survey
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Grazing. The
originally a medieval “cow common”
where Hitchin “commoners” grazed their cattle. Of

little use as agricultural land due to its wetness and winter
flooding, this was one of the few uses the land could be put to.
Grazing maintained a rich diversity of plant and bird life for which the site
was renowned in times past. The cessation of grazing (c1914) led to scrub
invasion and threatened the grassland habitat. In 1996, grazing with
English Longhorn cattle was re-introduced, thus restoring an ancient

To The Springhead > X i - . epe . . .
Nﬂ" i " | tradition and controlling further scrub invasion.
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P GEWINDITRERVES River Walk - Bedford Rd to The Chalky (2km). Surfaced
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Surfaced Path ———  Grazing compartment fence-line

« = - River Walk/Restricted Byway (permitted = Commons Walk

users: pedestnan;, cyclists, horse riders, Please follow the Countryside Code: If you have a dog with you please keep it We hope you enjoy your visit. For more Contact CMS at The Old Dairy, Bedford
horse-drawn carriages) Large mobility vehicle access gate (RADAR) e Be thoughtful to other users under control to avoid disturbing the information on this and other sites in Road, Ickleford, Hitchin, Herts SG5 3RR.
= o Take your litter home cattle and the birds, especially during the  N. Herts and other walks in the area visit e-mail: north.cms@hertscc.gov.uk
o \Wet Ditches Wheelchair Access e Leave the wildlife site as you found it. nesting season. Dog bins are provided at ~ www.hertsdirect.org/CMS. tel: 01462 459395

most entrances to the site. Thank you.
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