Rectory Farm, Pirton

The ridge snd furrow which covers the northern part of the field known es
Davis Mesdow in Pirton has long heen recognised as amongst the best examples of this
class of field monument in Hertfordshire, and when de-turfing began on 4 March 1987
it became a cause for concern Lo several members of fhe local community who
contacted Gil Rurleigh et Letchworth Muszcum te Inform him of it. David Bell of Llhe
Planning Office also informed him on the same day. Gil Burleigh visited the site and
took photographs of the machinery in action before informing David Hillelson of thils
development, and it was arranged for a team to visit the site on the following day to
undertake & rapid survey of the earthworks before their possible destruction.

On S March a team of four pecople measured the ridge and furrow. This was
achleved by laying out a base line across the centre of the field, along its long
axis and roughly parallel to the direction.of the strips. The bese line consisted of
six steel pegs spaced 50 melres apart and surveyed in by theodnlite and steel tape
to ensure the greatest possible sccuracy. Where the fleld slopes downwards Loward
the south this presented some difficulty and the pegs had to be plumbed in while the
tape was held as close as poacible to horizental. Once the length of the ridge and
furrow had been covered by the base line it wes simple to set up right-angled
offsets at intervals of 29m along the line using a cross-head and measure the

distance of each ridge and furrow along the offset line, and also the edges of the
field.

The rapid survey located a straight headland at the north-western end of the
field, paralle! to and just south of the modern boundsry, and a more sindous hesdland
at the south-eastern end of 'he ridge and furrow which, owing to the nature of the
survey, could nct be surveyed in the time available. There was also what appears to
be an earlier headland ahout 100 metres south of the surviving headlend, and on the
crest of the hil)l. It is overlaln and damaged by the. later strips, but one strip runs

only as far s< this former hesdland, north of which its lwo nelghbours encroach on It
until is disapprars completrly.

A° second field, opposite Davis Meadow across Shillington Road and called
The Park, which also contsins ridge and furrow was also to be de-turfed, and s0 @&
survey of this smaller arca wes undertaken on 9 - 10 March 1987, agein while the
machinery wes opersting. The triangular shape of this ficld made rapid survey using
a cross-head more awkward, but it was decided to set up a haseline from the centre
of one side to the apex of the triangle which cut obliquely across the ridge and
furrow. This was laid out with steel pins placed 50 melres apart and surveyed In by
theodolite. Most of the f{leld was surveyed by means of right-angled offsets from
this line established by cross-hesd, olthough towards the western end of the field,
two lines parallel to the base line nlro had to be seh up to cover stretches of the
earthworks which right-angled offscls were unable to reasch,

The survey was underisken under very difflcult conditlons, with turf-cutting
machinery operating in the same general area of the surveyors who often had to move
quickly to prevent their tapes from being swallowed up with the turf. Although
neither grid was tied in to the Ordnace Survey by theodolite, the high standerd of
accuracy achieved enable field boundaries to be drewn up and Lhese can be related to
the boundaries marked by the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map. It was clear, however, that
the earthworks in the southern part of the field could nol be surveyed in the same
way and that, so long as the area was being used by lorries for loading, it could not
be surveyed at all. It was lhercfore decided to survey this end of the field later
in the year, when the excavation programme had finished.
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