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SCHOOLS 
 
Teachers looking for “hands-on” learning workshops and resources should 
contact Hitchin and Letchworth Museums Education Service. Whether you 
work in Nursery, reception, primary or secondary schools we can offer: 
 
NATIONAL CURRICULUM BASED WORKSHOPS * MUSEUM TAUGHT 
SESSIONS * MUSEUM LOANS – CHOOSE FROM 1200+ ITEMS * SPECIAL 
WORKSHOPS LINKED WITH MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS AND NATIONAL 
EVENTS * TRAINED AND FRIENDLY STAFF * VALUE FOR MONEY 
 
 
 
INSET Sessions are Available Free 
to subscribing Schools £50 to Non 
subscribers all sessions last 2 hrs 
INSET On Literacy  sequencing and 
Storytelling. 
INSET on Mini beast hunts and 
Natural History . 
Inset  on Working with objects for 
history and literacy. 
Some of our popular museum 
workshops 
 
These are a few of our workshops, all based on the National Curriculum and 
QCA Schemes of Work, and developed to encourage a variety of learning 
styles. Sessions give children an opportunity to handle real museum objects, 
to try on costumes, complete worksheets, and often include music, role play 
and a craft based activity. 
Check out our online resources available on the E2BN  network. 
http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/gallery1208-e2bn.html 
 
NEW  HOUSES & HOMES  
QCA History Unit 2 (3,4,5) 
What were homes like in the past? 
Working with real things, look at the development of household objects such 
as irons, telephones and cameras. Take part in a hands on wash day.  
Practise your sequencing and chronology skills. 
 
ROMAN DETECTIVES  
QCA History Unit 6a 
Why have people invaded and settled in Britain in the past; a Roman 
case study. 
Learn how archaeologists discover information about the past by taking part in 
a blanket excavation. Handle real Roman objects to find out how the Romans 
lived, Use your skills to investigate a Roman home. Find out how people lived 
in Roman Hertfordshire. 
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WORLD WAR TWO EVACUATION AND THE HOME FRONT 
10- 14th November 
QCA History unit 9.  
What was it like for children in the Second World War? 
This special week on the lead up to Remembrance Day is done in role and full 
costume.  Learn how to be prepared for an air raid and evacuation, fill in ID 
labels and ration books, and discover if you could survive on 2oz. sweets a 
week.  Discover how collecting shrapnel could kill.  Take part in a real 
evacuation to the British Schools Museum. 
 
WORLD WAR TWO THE HOME FRONT 
QCA History Unit 9 
What was it like for 
children in the Second 
World War? 
Learn how to be prepared 
for an air raid and 
evacuation, fill in ID labels 
and ration books, and 
discover if you could 
survive on 2oz. sweets a 
week.  Discover how 
collecting shrapnel could 
kill, use a WWII stirrup 
pump to put out a fire. 
 
 
THE SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT 
QCA History Unit 10.  
What can we find out about Ancient Egypt from what has survived? 
Dress up as an Egyptian, and handle real and replica Egyptian objects. Find 
out about the beliefs of the Egyptians, learn about the mummification process 
and make a mummy to take back to school. 
 
2 FEET 4 FEET.  
QCA Science unit 1A Ourselves.  
Investigate parts of the body, adult 
and baby animals, growing and 
changing, how animals move. 
Developed with two KS1 teachers this 
new session gives an exciting hands on 
introduction to the differences between 
animals and ourselves. Investigate life 
cycle and explore what animals eat by 
looking at their droppings. With activities 
designed to suit all learning styles and supported by web resources 
www.2feet4feet.org.uk  
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TOYS PAST AND PRESENT.  
QCA History unit 1.  
How are toys different from those in the past? 
A hands-on workshop investigating how toys have changed using real and 
replica toys.   
 
TUDOR LIVES 
QCA History Unit 8 
What were the differences between the lives of rich and poor people in 
Tudor times? 
Discover the life of a Tudor Apprentice and make block prints to take home.  
Find out how Tudors kept clean and stopped that awful pong.  Play with 
replica Tudor toys.   
Tudor Christmas Week- 8- 12th December 
Additionally learn to dance and prepare for a Tudor banquet. 
 
SUMMER PASTIMES 
QCA History Unit 3 
What were seaside holidays like in the past? 
Find out how swimming costumes have changed, what Victorians would have 
taken to the beach and how they would have remembered their holidays.  
Take the opportunity to play some holiday games. 
 
A VICTORIAN DAY IN HITCHIN 
QCA History Units 11 and 12 
What was it like for children living in Victorian 
Britain? 
How did life change in our locality in the Victorian 
times? 
In the morning take part in a Victorian lesson at The 
British Schools.  Follow the Victorian trail or take an 
organised walk through Hitchin to Hitchin Museum.  
Spend the afternoon at Hitchin Museum discovering the 
difference between rich and poor Victorians. 
 
 
VICTORIAN WORK AND PLAY 
QCA History Units 11 and 12 
What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? 
How did life change in our locality in the Victorian times? 
Find out how different life could be for rich and poor children. Experience 
work- like tasks such as boot polishing, laying the table and cleaning.  
Compare children’s life styles by playing with replica Victorian toys. 
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VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS 
24th November till 5th December 
QCA History Units 11 and 12 
What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? 
How did life change in our locality in the Victorian times? 
Come to a Victorian house party in full costume to meet your host.  Find out 
about Victorian party food and take part in a magic lantern show.  Unpack a 
Christmas Stocking and find out how children worked to make cards for the 
rich. 
 
VICTORIAN WASHDAY 
QCA History Units 11 and 12 
What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? 
How did life change in our locality in the Victorian times? 
Children learn the rigors of a Victorian washday by looking at Victorian 
equipment, soap, washing techniques and ironing.  The children will be given 
the opportunity to get their hands wet and have a go at rubbing, scrubbing 
and making soap flakes.  
 
NEW FLORANCE NIGHTINGALE 
QCA History Unit 4 
Why do we remember Florence Nightingale? 
Get hands on with object and costume handling.  Study portraits and 
photographs and compare them to descriptions of Florence and Mary 
Seacole.  
 

 
SCIENCE WEEK 
29th September till 3rd October 
Create real shampoo to take home.  
Make Pills the old fashioned way and 
find out how a Victorian Pharmacist 
made medicines safe.  Investigate 
medical instruments and hold a leech!  
 
 


