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INTRODUCTION

Letchworth, to nearly all those who know the name in Britaj
and abroad, means a garden c1ty, in fact the first garden cltn
ever built. The adventure began in 1903, several years befori
the Hampstead Garden Suburb and seventeen before We]

The idea of the garden city came from Ebenezer Howard’s book
of 1898.F To translate the idea into visual terms Barry Parker &
Raymond Unwin, who won the competition for the plan,§ ‘hag
to make an organism out of a diagram’. In this they succeedeq.
The site consisted of ¢.3,800 acres, crossed by the railway ang
with a number of roads running parallel to it (Hitchin Road,
Norton Road, Icknield Way). Making use of these existing
features they planned a large town square on a level plateau s
of the railway. This was intended to be surrounded by i important
buildings. From the square other roads radiated. The ma)or
axis runs N-S, and continues N of the railway across Nortor

Letchworth, outside the garden city, and 1t
the Parker/Unwin plan did not choose to ma

and hall as a centre or sub-centre. It woulc
come break in the architectural uniformi
housing. Parker and Unwin remained co
City Company (Unwin until 1914, Pa
sistent development of the town'd
much to their influence. Their prin
at Hampstead Garden Suburb, beg
as the first exploratory pioneer jc
faults which it has never quite -1
garden city is one of controlled S0C]
and controlled growth., Number ©
tion of houses, type and locatig
certain relation to each other,
be an independent and self-suff

*This revised entry is based very
Eccardt of the Letchworth Museum,
has written a more detailed account o
kindly allowed us to make use of he! 7’

t Tomorrow: the Peaceful Path z»_z
Cities of Tomorrow.

§ The plan was adopted in 1904. -'j
Halsey Ricardo, Geoffrey Lucas, and"



