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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

PUBLISHED WEEK COMMENCING  
14 FEBRUARY 2022 

 
Council Tax Setting Committee – 28 February 2022 

Hitchin Area Committee – 1 March 2022 
Southern Rural Area Committee – 3 March 2022 

 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Cabinet Panel on Environment – 22 February 2022 
Planning Control Committee – 24 February 2022 

 
CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 FEBRUARY 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

 
Saturday 26 February, 6.45pm 

 

 
Mayor of Stevenage’s Charity 

Dinner  
 

 
Cromwell Hotel, High Street, 

Stevenage 

 
VICE-CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING 

21 FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Date Event Location 
  

None 
 

 
OTHER EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 FEBRUARY 2022  
 

Date Event Location 
  

None 
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Community Governance Review & Parish, Town and Community Councils 
 in the North Herts District 

 
As part of an ongoing review of its electoral arrangements by the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England (LGBCE), in December 2021 North Herts Council passed a resolution to move to all-out elections. This 
means that from 2024 North Herts District elections will be held every 4 years, with its District Councillors elected 
for a 4-year term. 
As you appreciate, at present, Parish, Town and Community Councils within the District hold elections in different 
years and you may therefore be wondering what the implications of the Council’s decision is for your Council. 
After its own electoral arrangements are settled, North Herts Council is considering whether to conduct a District-
wide ‘Community Governance Review’ to: 

1. Align the election dates of Parish, Town and Community Councils to the election dates of the District 
Council.  Aligning election dates will:  

 reduce costs for Parish, Town and Community Councils (as the dates of scheduled elections 
would coincide with those of North Herts);  

 simplify the process for Councillors, officers and electors;  
 potentially increase elector turnout; and reduce confusion for voters. 

 
2. Review the numbers of Parish, Town and Community Councillors for each Council to ensure they remain 

appropriate given current and expected residential growth.  

In respect of both, this will be undertaken in consultation with the Councils concerned. 
The Community Governance Review is likely to commence around June 2024, with any changes taking effect 
ahead of the 2026 elections.  It cannot begin before that date, due to the ongoing review of District wards (being 
undertaken by the LGBCE). The Community Governance Review includes two rounds of statutory consultation, 
and Parish, Town and Community Councils will be invited to make submissions in those consultations to ensure 
their needs are understood and met.  
No decisions have yet been made on whether to hold the Community Governance Review, or what the outcomes 
would be if we did.  However, if a review does take place and if Parish, Town and Community Council electoral 
cycles are brought into alignment with those of North Herts, these changes will take place at the scheduled 
elections from May 2026 onwards. This would mean (if so): 

 Parishes electing in 2024 would have no change needed to their electoral cycle. 
 Parishes electing in 2026 would have a shortened term of office (2 years) so their term of office expires 

in 2028. 
 Parishes electing in 2027 would have an extended term of office to 5 years to bring them in line with the 

2032 elections. 

You will be contacted again near the time; however if you are interested in reading more about Community 
Governance reviews in the meantime CLICK HERE for Governance guidance. 
 
Melanie Stimpson 
Returning Officer 
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PR 3643                                                                                   15 February 2022 

The chance to win big while helping your community 

Get ready to be in with a chance of winning £25,000 every week, and help local causes at the same 

time, by playing the North Herts Community Lottery. Tickets are on sale now and cost just £1 – with 

50p going directly towards helping community causes support North Herts residents.  

Players have a one in 50 chance of winning a prize, ranging from the £25,000 jackpot to £2,000, 

£250, £25 or three free lottery tickets. The lottery draw will take place every Saturday from the 19 

March. 

So far 19 good causes – including charities, youth groups, sports clubs, heritage organisations and 

conservation groups – have signed up and will sell tickets through their own lottery page within the 

main North Herts Community Lottery website.   

They will receive 50p in every pound spent by players using that page and a further 10p in every 

pound will go into a general good causes fund held by the council, with the remainder put towards 

prizes, operating costs and VAT.  

Players who do not wish to support a specific cause can still take part in the lottery, by purchasing a 

ticket through the main lottery website www.northhertscommunitylottery.co.uk with 60p of their ticket 

price going into the council’s general good causes fund. Gatherwell, a lottery management company, 

will run the lottery independently of the council, drawing the weekly numbers and administering the 

sales of tickets.  

Chloe Gray, North Herts Council’s Commercial Manager, said: "I am thrilled our Community Lottery is 

now live so that people can buy tickets and begin to provide good causes with that extra support. We 

are committed to continuing our support of local voluntary and community groups across the district, 

and therefore I would encourage any good causes that haven’t already signed up to do so via the 

dedicated website.” 

Sue Watkinson from Rotary Club of Hitchin Tilehouse, which has already sold some tickets, said: “We 

are so excited to be part of this new initiative. We are keen to engage the wider community so the 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

NORTH HERTS COUNCIL 

Council Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 3JF 

Telephone: (01462) 474000. Email: pressoffice@north-herts.gov.uk 

 



Page 26 of 30 
 

Rotary Club of Hitchin Tilehouse can continue to support local vulnerable and disadvantaged families. 

It's been an extremely tough couple of years, but for many of our families there is no end in sight – 

imagine having to choose whether to heat or eat. We are really hoping this lottery will mean we will 

have a steady income steam to continue our support.” 

Peter Homent from Health Aid Royston, which has also already sold some tickets, added: “We are 

very pleased to be part of this new initiative by North Herts Council which will really make a difference 

to us as the demand for our support has increased enormously over the last few years.” 

To buy tickets, or if you are a charity, local community group, voluntary sector or not-for-profit 

organisation benefitting residents of North Herts and want to register or find out more about being a 

lottery good cause, please visit www.northhertscommunitylottery.co.uk.  

Keep up to date with the Lottery by following the Community Lottery on Twitter and Facebook. 

ENDS 

Notes to editors 

Lottery management company Gatherwell was appointed to run the scheme, having already 

launched similar lotteries elsewhere, including Hertsmere. The full breakdown of a £1 ticket is: 50p to 

good cause / 10p to council general good cause fund OR 60p to council general good cause fund, 

20p to prize fund and 20p to Gatherwell for running costs.  

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3644                                                                                   15 February 2022 

Recycle while in our parks 

You can now recycle on the go in our town centre parks of Howard Gardens in Letchworth, Bancroft 

in Hitchin, Avenue Park in Baldock, and Priory Memorial Gardens in Royston.  

A total of 20 recycling litter bins – five at each site, all sporting the new council logo – have been 

installed throughout the parks. You can recycle cans, plastic bottles, paper and cardboard, and 

dispose of any other non-recyclable rubbish like takeaway boxes. Please note, you cannot recycle 

glass in these bins, please take it home to recycle.  

Sarah Kingsley, Service Director for Place, which includes waste, greenspace and leisure, said: “We 

are delighted to introduce these new recycling bins to our parks across the district. We know most of 

our residents are passionate about recycling to help the environment, so it’s great they can now 

easily recycle their waste, including plastic bottles and drinks cans, while enjoying our parks.”  

Please use the bins and if you’re out and about and can’t find one, please take your rubbish home 

with you – don't be a tosser! (Keep Britain Tidy anti-litter campaign). Remember bagged dog waste 

can also go into a normal litter bin. 

ENDS  

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3645                                                                                   17 February 2022 

Community groups granted £100k to recover from Covid 

Over £100k has been awarded by the council to 14 local community groups to help them continue vital work to 

support residents through the pandemic. 

The approval of a total of £105,425 from the council’s Health Protection Board funding (allocated via 

Hertfordshire County Council) was made under a delegated decision in January.  

The grant awards are as follows: 

 £7,195 to Rotary Club of Hitchin towards the Mental Health Recovery Team  

 £3,505 to Open Art Box CIC towards home art workshop packs for people living with dementia 

and their caregivers  

 £3,835 to North Hertfordshire Multiple Sclerosis towards purchase of food for meals, cooking 

equipment, books, crafts and funds to cover rent  

 £16,000 to The Bancroft Players towards resources and alterations to make the Queen Mother 

Theatre safe for visitors due to the pandemic  

 £4,000 to Groundwork East towards the cost of a one-off 'garden clearance' service for elderly / 

vulnerable residents  

 £20,000 to NESSie towards provision of mental health support to children and young people 

and their families in educational settings and the community  

 £9,500 to Imajica Theatre CIC towards a youth engagement project utilising videos and social 

media tools  

 £4,500 to Home-Start Royston, Buntingford and South Cambridgeshire to assist with annual 

rent costs  

 £8,192 to Tilehouse Counselling towards 16 more counselling sessions per week for teenagers  

 £12,280 to Create Community Network CIC towards careers advice and job search sessions  

 £4,078.51 to Baldock Arts and Heritage Centre towards sound and projector equipment, and 

film licenses to run film nights 

 £1,850 to Benslow Music Trust to help facilitate concerts and residential courses 

 £7,670 to Herts Disability Sports foundation (HDSF) towards a Learn to Ride bicycle course for 

children from disadvantaged areas 
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 £2,819 to Phase Hitchin towards the recruitment of two mentors to help deal with the increased 

need for mental health support in Hitchin secondary schools. 

Jeanette Thompson, Legal and Community Service Director, said: “Throughout the pandemic, community 

organisations have offered a lifeline by providing key services, to help residents get through the pandemic. The 

increase in demand for these services has led to higher running costs, while organisations have also been 

unable to carry out their usual fundraising activities, putting them under financial pressure. This money will be 

funding specific projects as well as building costs to help prevent closures and the council is really happy to be 

able to assist the community with this.” 

James Newell from Groundwork said: “A messy and overgrown garden causes untold problems for residents 

who are unable to tend to it themselves. Rodent harbouring, increased risk of crime and the threat of eviction 

can all add to mental anguish for already vulnerable residents. A grant towards our Green Aider programme 

enables a skilled and background-checked adult to clear overgrown gardens, restoring access and dignity for 

those they help.” 

Sam Hough, Artistic Director at Imajica Theatre Company, said: “We are excited to be able to give a voice 

to young people through this grant funding. The project will give young people the chance to create music 

videos to express themselves and will be involved in all elements from being on camera, directing and the 

editing process.”  

Sarah Mascall, Scheme Manager at Home-Start, said: “Our office is at the centre of all our family-support 

activities, providing an essential base for our volunteers, staff and trustees to meet, discuss and plan. We are 

so grateful to have received this funding, which will enable us to continue our support of local families going 

through tough times.”   

Sue Barnes, Director of Tilehouse Counselling, said: "Since the third lockdown we have been 

inundated with requests for counselling.  Sadly, the demand for mental health services for teenagers has more 

than doubled in the last year.  We remain wholeheartedly committed to keeping our service available so we are 

delighted to receive this funding towards providing 16 additional counselling sessions a week for teenagers.” 

ENDS  

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3646                                                                                   18 February 2022 

Save up to £70 on energy 

With energy prices surging, download the Herts Energy Advice Tool aka HEAT app to see how you 

can save energy and up to £70 a year on your fuel bills.  

Launched this year, this easy-to-use energy saving app is for all Hertfordshire residents and available 

for free from Apple and Android app stores for your phone or tablet. The app is designed to take you 

through your home, room by room, to answer questions to identify how you may be able to reduce 

your energy use, and in turn save you money. 

Jeanette Thompson, Legal and Community Service Director, explained: “The app gives you a virtual 

tour around a typical home, asking questions and giving advice along the way. Based on your 

answers, quick, easy, low or no-cost suggestions will help you save money and reduce your carbon 

footprint which will help fight climate change.  

“As part of the Hertfordshire Climate Change and Sustainability Partnership (HCCSP) we are among 

the first councils in the UK to partner with the Energy Saving Trust on this app, the UK’s leading 

trusted expert organisation regarding home energy. The average potential saving from using the app 

is £70 a year which is especially good news as energy prices are about to rocket.” 

Search for 'Herts HEAT' in your app store or:   

Download the HEAT app for Apple devices 

Download the HEAT app for Android devices 

ENDS  

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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