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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

PUBLISHED WEEK COMMENCING  
14 MARCH 2022 

 
Planning Control Committee – 31 March 2022 

 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 MARCH 2022 
 

Cabinet – 22 March 2022 
Council – 23 March 2022 

 
CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 MARCH 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

 
Friday 25 March 2022, 7pm 

start 
 

 
Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield 

Annual Charity Dinner  

 
The Oak Room, Brocket Hall, 

Welwyn Garden City 

 
VICE-CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING 

21 MARCH 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

  
None 

 

 
OTHER EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

21 MARCH 2022  
 

Date Event Location 
  

None 
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RESOURCES 

 

 

MEMBERS 
INFORMATION NOTE  

 
Nominations to the Asset of Community Value register 
 
Under the Assets of Community Value (Community Right to Bid) we may receive nominations to list 
assets within our District, whether they are NHDC owned or not. When a valid nomination is received, 
we will inform all Councillors. 
Subsequently we will also notify Councillors of whether the listing nomination was successful or not. 
 
This note is to confirm that we have received a nomination, under the Localism Act, from Wymondley 
parish Council for The Green Man PH, Wymondley.  
 
If a nomination for an asset is accepted, no further actions are taken until such time as the asset is to 
be put up for sale (or for disposal by a long lease). 
 
 If you have any queries regarding the interpretation of the "Right to Bid", please contact Douglas 
Traill-Stevenson  in Legal Services 
 
I would be very grateful for any comments you may have on this nomination by 5th April 2022. 
 
Background: 
The Dept of Communities & Local Government states that the initial requirements for a valid 
nomination are: 
 
A) a description of the nominated land including its proposed boundaries for the purposes of the 
nomination. 
B) any information the nominator has about the freeholders, leaseholders and current occupants of 
the site. 
C) the reasons for nominating the asset, explaining why the nominator believes the asset meets the 
definition. 
D) the nominator's eligibility to make the nomination. 
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Rachel Cooper 
Controls, Risk and Performance Manager 
Tel: 01462 474606  
Email: Rachel.cooper@north-herts.gov.uk 
 

 



Page 4 of 63 
 

 
 

 
Proposals affecting Traffic Regulation Orders 

(PLANNING POLICY) 
 

 
 

 

MEMBERS 
INFORMATION NOTE  

 
Proposals affecting Traffic Regulation Orders and On-Street Parking. 
 
Various parking issues have been raised by members of the public and businesses across the 
district. The issues include, creation of dual parking for members of the public alongside existing 
Controlled Parking Zone Permit Holders (Standhill Road, Hitchin and Sun Street, Baldock), an 
additional Bus Parking Place to serve St Francis College, Broadway, Letchworth Garden City and the 
removal of an existing element of a current restriction on Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City. 
(removal of the Saturday morning waiting restriction) 

Following informal consultation with those residents and local businesses, along with Hertfordshire 
County Council, Ward Members and other statutory bodies, the schemes linked below will progress 
to formal consultation. The schemes that can be viewed below are to be consulted on formally with 
notices on the ground and in the local newspaper. Businesses and residents affected will be notified 
by letter and statutory bodies notified by email. The consultation period runs from 17 March to 14 
April 2022. After the consultation period has expired, any comments, representations or objections 
will be considered before progressing to either making the order, reconsidering the order wording or 
suspending or withdrawing the order. 

Any representations, comments, objections should be sent via email to Mark Hindmarch 
at mark.hindmarch@north-herts.gov.uk. Informal explanation of the proposals can be sought on 
01462 474431. 

Standhill Road, Hitchin. 
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/hitchin-parking-review 
 
Broadway and Icknield Way, Letchworth Garden City. 
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/letchworth-parking-review 
 
Sun Street, Baldock. 
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/baldock-parking-review 
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Mark Hindmarch  
Technical Project Officer 
Tel: 01462 474431 
Email: mark.hindmarch@north-herts.gov.uk  
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

 
PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
 
Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted for the Officer or Executive Member 
[NO] 
 
Any conflict with any Member of the Panel and the bodies concerned [NO] If yes indicate who and what 
below 

 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE: Legal and Community 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
The approval of Health Protect Board Funding awards to the following bodies:  
 
1.1. £14,300 to Age UK Hertfordshire to cover the cost of staff and overhead costs in order 

to reduce the amount funded from reserves to run services that support older, 
vulnerable people in North Herts as outlined in 6.1 

1.2. £11,594 to Resolve towards online and in-person drug and alcohol support, advice, and 
treatment services as outlined in 6.2 

1.3. £19,975 to North Herts Minority Ethnic Forum towards running costs of the Community 
Resorce Centre as outlined 6.3 
 

2. DECISION TAKER 
The Executive Member for Community Engagement in consultation with the Service 
Director – Legal and Community. 

 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 

15 March 2022 
 

 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 

 
4.1 The Policy and Community Engagement Team applied to the Health Protection Board for funding 

available to assist the voluntary and community sector organisations in the North Herts District to 
continue services within the current COVID pandemic. A business case was submitted initially 
requesting £100,000 for the purpose of 
1. Targeted interventions for specific sections of the local community and workplaces 
2. Harnessing capacity within local sectors (e.g., voluntary, academic, commercial) 
The business case was accepted and NHC received £100,000 to provide grants to organisations 
supporting North Herts residents through the Pandemic in a variety of ways. 
 
The requests for funding outstripped the amount of HPB funding we had applied for and therefore 
Members asked that officers request a further £100,000 from the HPB. 
 
A further business case was presented to the Board and accepted.  
The £200,000 needs to be utilised by North Herts Council by the end of the 2022/23 financial 
year.   
 
The delay in approval has resulted from checking with the HPB to ensure that the grants detailed 
would meet with the original NHC application and the HPB criteria. Officers have closely liaised 
with the organisations to ensure that funding relating to staffing costs has not already been 
provided from other sources / central government funding. 
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5. CONSULTATION WITH MEMBERS  
 

5.1 Consultation on all of grant applications for consideration took place with the Members of the 
Capital and Revenue Grant Panel at three separate virtual meetings on, 9 November, and 15 
December 2021. 
 
All the grant applicants provided their presentations to the Panel in support of their applications 
and answered any questions the Panel raised in relation to the grant funding request. The 
decisions outlined in this report are based on the Panel’s recommendations. 
 

5.2 The Panel voted on their recommendations to the Executive Member for Community Engagement 
at the meeting on 15 December taking the grants from each of the two meetings en-bloc. 

 
5.3 The grants considered at the meeting held on 9 November:  

Vote to recommend that Age UK and Resolve both receive the full amount as requested 
in their applications: 

 

Result: Unanimous vote in favour. 

 
5.4 The grants considered at the meeting held on 15 December: 
 Vote to recommend that The North Herts Minority Ethnic Forum receive the full amount 

as requested in their application: 
 

Result: Unanimous vote in favour. 

 
6. APPLICATION DETAILS 
 
6.1 Age UK Hertfordshire 
  

Applicant Age UK Hertfordshire 
Project Covering staff and overhead costs to reduce the 

amount funded from reserves to run services that 
support older, vulnerable people in North Herts, 
including assisting individuals with benefits and 
getting online safely.  

Sum requested £14,300 
Total project cost £14,300 
Match funding  £0 
Previous support 2020: £4,000 from COVID Community Support Fund 

for provision of IT equipment to socially isolated older 
people. 
2019: £20,000 from funding agreement for one year. 

NHDC Policy met Yes 
Council objectives Be a more welcoming and inclusive Council  

Build thriving and resilient communities  
  

 
Age UK Hertfordshire provides support services for vulnerable and isolated older people. 
Services provided include befriending, social clubs, information, and advice, as well as 
dementia, carer, domestic and emotional support. 
 
The impact of the pandemic has meant that the charity has suffered financially. However, the 
need for the support services remains and so the charity continues to self-fund much of the 
support. This service helps people access their rights and entitlements, supports them to 
connect to activities which reduce loneliness and isolation, and enables them to live more 
independently for longer.  
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During the pandemic, this service has helped older people claim £4.7million in their benefits 
entitlements, with £1.1million being raised for residents of North Herts alone. 
 
This service has been supporting with the provision of Android tablets to older members of the 
community living in North Herts and providing ongoing support to help individuals get online 
safely to reduce isolation and improve independence. 
 
The service supports older people over the age of 65, but mainly those over 75 years of age. 
During the last 12 months (2020-21), this service supported 509 older, vulnerable people living 
in North Hertfordshire, with an array of issues. With this grant funding contribution, the service 
would aim to continue this level of support during the grant-funded period. Older people who 
are referred to the services for support can live anywhere in North Hertfordshire. No specific 
area will be targeted to remove any potential barriers to access. 
 
The team support older people by phone, email, virtual and home visits to assist in different 
ways. Their staff and volunteers specialise in issues relating to health and social care, Lasting 
Powers of Attorney, getting your affairs in order, the rights of older people, accessing social and 
leisure activities, getting online and much more. Sometimes this support is more appropriate 
face to face in people’s homes, particularly where sensory or cognitive impairment is involved. 
 
Age UK Hertfordshire currently self-fund this support service through reserves, however, the 
impact of the pandemic has meant that this cannot be sustained long term and due to the high 
need for support, the organisation feel that it is a great risk to the health and wellbeing of older, 
vulnerable people living in North Herts to not have access to this service. Therefore, Age UK 
Hertfordshire are seeking funding from this grant to help reduce the amount funded from 
reserves to help keep the service going. 
 
Further confirmation has been received by officers in February 2022 that the salaries for the 
Information and Advice Service, for which the funding was applied for, has not been funded by 
any government source or covered by the furlough scheme. During the pandemic, Age UK did 
use the furlough scheme for some of the staff but not for this service. 
  
Amount recommended by the Capital and Revenue Grant Panel: £14,300 

6.2 Resolve 
   

Applicant Resolve 
Project Online and in-person drug and alcohol support, 

advice, and treatment services 
Sum requested £11,594 
Total project cost £120,084 
Match funding  £108,490 National Lottery grant 
Previous support £5,000 Letchworth Area Grant 16/10/2019 

£1,274 Hitchin Area Grant 06/12/2016 
NHDC Policy met Yes 
Council objectives Be a more welcoming and inclusive Council  

Build thriving and resilient communities  
  

 
Resolve delivers drug and alcohol support, advice and treatment services across Hertfordshire, 
with this grant application specifically to support the services provided in Letchworth. They offer 
abstinence-based treatment for people suffering addiction/misuse of alcohol, substances and 
illicit, over the counter or prescribed drugs. Having started their provision of services in North 
Herts as drop-in advice sessions in 2015, they were asked to provide a more substantial service 
in Hitchin which evolved from a one-year part-time pilot to a full-time service. Since moving to 
Letchworth in 2018 client numbers have more than doubled, while there has been an increase 
in the number of positive outcomes for clients. 
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Services include: 
- One-to-one CPCAB counselling, structured group therapy, one-to-one key work support and 
whole-body acupuncture.  
- Support with debt management, benefits, housing advice/homelessness, onward referral to 
NHS health services, signposting to other services/agencies as appropriate.  
-  Family support group, counselling, and other services.  
- Homeless support in partnership with other agencies including Helping Herts Homeless 
[Sanctuary], Haven First and social housing providers.  
 
Over the first lockdown the team delivered Zoom sessions, counselling, and assessments, as 
well as telephone support. They now provide these online services as well as face-to-face 
services onsite and need more staff and facilities to do so. This in turn has increased running 
costs across the board.  
 
Resolve has secured a multi-year grant to fund the next phase of their work over the coming 
three years, specifically for the district of North Hertfordshire from their site at Resolve House, 
Openshaw Way, Letchworth Garden City. This sees funding secured  
for Resolve’s services for North Herts entering a fifth year, with ongoing sustainability of and for 
their services secure for the coming three years. The lease for the site has eight years remaining 
of a 10-year lease, with the option to extend.  
 
Having secured the majority of funding required to deliver services, additional funds are needed 
to make up the shortfall in running costs, overheads, for the building and staffing to deliver 
services. Funding requested through this application equates to 8.8% of the total budget for one 
year. 
 
The grant will benefit more than 50 North Herts residents who are currently accessing Resolve’s 
provision in North Herts, as well as future clients, with Resolve receiving 16 referrals each month 
from agencies including the statutory drug and alcohol treatment services for Hertfordshire, 
Criminal Justice, NHS Mental Health Services and GPs. 
 
Due to the way Resolve’s Services are funded, the organisation was precluded from furloughing 
staff who were delivering Services either publicly or foundation funded. Their North Herts 
Service is one such project and therefore, over the of the period of the COVID restrictions no 
staff have been furloughed. 
 
The funding requested is to fill a shortfall in funding arising from a combination of the increase 
in costs across all areas of their work  
 
This funding requested will go directly into the budget for the North Herts Service to meet the 
shortfall in funding arising from the difference in funding compared to the original budget which 
was set using data available to them at that time and as outlined above the increase in costs 
they now see due to – COVID, inflation, increase in utility/energy costs, etc. 
 

 Amount recommended by the Capital and Revenue Grant Panel: £11,594 
 

6.3 North Herts Minority Ethnic Forum 
 

Applicant North Herts Minority Ethnic Forum 
Project The money will be used to cover the running  

expenses of their Community Resource Centre which 
is a hub for the local BAME communities living in the 
district. This will include rent, rates, utility bills, 
insurance expenses, stationery and resources, PPE 
cost and contribution to the salary expenses of core 
staff. 

Sum requested £19,975 
Total project cost £75,650 
Match funding  £4,050 from Herts Sports Partnership. 
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£9,875 from Awards for All. 
£10,000 from Comic Relief. 
£5,000 from Hertfordshire Community Foundation. 
£19,500 from The Clothworkers Foundation. 
£7,239 from Rowlandson Foundation (pending). 

Previous support £23,000 in 2019/20 from MoU payments (broken 
down into four instalments). 
£12,500 in 2019 from other capital funds agreed by 
Cabinet. 
£15,750 in 2020 as part of the three-year funding 
agreement 2020-2023 (broken down into three 
instalments). 
Various other support dating back to 2003. 

NHDC Policy met Yes 
Council objectives Be a more welcoming and inclusive Council  

Build thriving and resilient communities  
  

 
The North Hertfordshire Minority Ethnic Forum (the Forum) is an umbrella organisation of the 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) communities living in the district of North Hertfordshire. 
The communities they support include Asian, African-Caribbean, Black, Chinese, Italian, Polish, 
EU nationals and refugee and asylum seekers.  
  
They provide a range of services and activities including advocacy services, skills development 
training, educations services for young people, and various health and recreational services for 
the elderly. The Forum is also used by various organisations as an access and meeting point 
to reach black and minority ethnic communities in North Hertfordshire.  
 
The funding will be used to cover the running expenses of their Community Resource Centre 
(a hub for the local BAME communities living in the district) including rent, utility bills, insurance 
expenses, stationery and resources, PPE, and contribution to the salary expenses of core staff. 
As such the funding will contribute to improving quality of life for over 1,250 black and minority 
ethnic people and their families. 
 
The staffing costs element in this application relate to a new post required to support BAME 
communities in the recovery both economically and emotionally following the COVID pandemic. 
 

 Amount recommended by the Capital and Revenue Grant Panel: £19,986 however they 
updated their application and have requested £19,975 

 
7.   LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 Chapter 1, s1-8 of the Localism Act 2011 provides a General Power of Competence which gives 

local authorities the powers to do anything if it is not specifically prohibited in legislation. 
 
7.2 Section 137 Local Government Act 1972 provides specific authority for the Council to incur 

expenditure on anything which is in the interests of and will bring direct benefit to its area.  This 
includes a charity or other body operating for public service. 

 
7.3 The decision taker signing the Decision Notice has delegated authority to take such a decision 

in accordance with the North Hertfordshire District Council Constitution under section 
14.6.8(b)(iii)(A) in relation to Community engagement and development, including financial 
assistance and grants to external organisations. 

 
8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1 From the allocation of £200,000 provided by the Health Protection Board £105,425 has been 

utilised. The current balance available in the budget to allocate is £94,575.  
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8.2  The total amount of funding requested in this report adds up to £45,869  
 
8.3 The decision to agree this level of funding as outlined will leave an amount of £48,706 to utilise 

by the end of the financial year in March 2023. 
 

9. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1  There are no relevant risk entries that have been recorded on Pentana Risk, the Council’s 

performance and risk system. Individual events should have their own risk assessments in place 
to mitigate any health and safety issues. Whenever a request for grant funding for equipment is 
received, the recipient of the funding will be advised to obtain insurance for the item to avoid a 
repeat request for funding in the event of the equipment being stolen or damaged. There are no 
pertinent risk implications for the Authority associated with any items within this report. 

 
10. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their functions, 

give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, to advance 
equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not. 

 
10.2 Grant funding is awarded to community groups that clearly demonstrate positive impact on the 

community and wider environment. The projects outlined in this report seek to advance equality 
of opportunity and foster good relations.  

 
11. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” requirements do not apply to this report. 
 
12. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
12.1. There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to this report. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 There are no pertinent Human Resource implications associated with any items within  this 

report. 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE 
18 March 2022 
 

 
 
Signature of Executive Member Decision taker ………………………………… 
 
Date …15 March 2022 
 
Signature of Service Director: Legal and Community 

 
 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to allow 
for scrutiny call-in. Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
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NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
DECISION SHEET 

 
Meeting of the Baldock and District Committee held in the Greyslates Court, Weston Way, Baldock 

on Monday, 14th March, 2022 at 7.30 pm 
 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were no apologies received from Members for this meeting.   
 

2 MINUTES - 6 DECEMBER 2021  
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 6 December 2021 be approved 
as a true record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair. 
 

3 NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no Other Business notified.  
 

4 CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
(1) The Chair reminded Members to make Declarations of Interest before an item, the full reminder 

about this was set out under Chair’s Announcements on the agenda.  
 
(2) The Chair advised that, in accordance with Council Policy, that this meeting would be audio 

recorded and available to listen to on Mod.Gov. 
 
(3) The Chair gave advice to public participants regarding the meeting procedure and giving 

presentations.  
 

5 HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY  
 
Sergeant Lisa Perks, from Herts Police Safer Neighbourhood Team, gave a verbal update to Members 
on the work being done in the Baldock and district area.  
 

6 AFFINITY WATER UPDATE  
 
Melissa Ahmet, Allesandro Marsili and Lina Nieto, from Affinity Water, gave a verbal update to 
Members.  
 

7 ENVIRONMENT AGENCY UPDATE  
 
Rob Bakewell and Iain Page, from the Environment Agency, gave a verbal update to Members.  
 

8 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A verbal presentation was given by Merry Smith from Ashwell Playgroup regarding their grant 
application.  
 

9 GRANT APPLICATION - ASHWELL PLAYGROUP  
 
RESOLVED: That grant funding of £850 be awarded to Ashwell Playgroup to assist with venue hire 
costs for 1 academic term. (Summer) as outlined in 8.1.1. 
 
 

10 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
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A verbal presentation was given by Annie Taplin-Paine from Nightingale Residents Association 
regarding their grant application.  
 

11 GRANT APPLICATION - NIGHTINGALE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  
 
RESOLVED: That grant funding of £1000 be awarded to Nightingale Residents Association to assist 
with costs for repair and maintenance works at Nightingale Park as outlined in 8.1.4. 
 

12 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A verbal presentation was given by Melinda Fleming from Ashwell Tennis & Sports Club regarding their 
grant application.  
 

13 GRANT APPLICATION - ASHWELL TENNIS & SPORTS CLUB  
 
RESOLVED: That grant funding of £980 be awarded to Ashwell Tennis & Sports Club to assist with 
costs for the purchase of a new clubhouse at the venue as outlined in 8.1.2. 
 

14 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A verbal presentation was given by Sarah Hammond-Ward from Knights Templar School regarding 
their grant application.  
 

15 GRANT APPLICATION - KNIGHTS TEMPLAR SCHOOL  
 
RESOLVED: That grant funding of £862 be awarded to Knights Templar School for the purchase of 
gardening equipment and litter picking equipment that will be used by two extra-curricular groups at the 
school as outlined in 8.1.3. 
 

16 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
A verbal presentation was given by Agata Kisicka and Ethel Morrell from Nova Wellness CIC regarding 
their grant application.  
 

17 GRANT APPLICATION - NOVA WELLNESS CIC  
 
RESOLVED: That grant funding of £1000 be awarded to Nova Wellness CIC to assist with costs for 
running two, one-hour sessions for 20 carers based in Baldock as outlined in 8.1.5 
 

18 GRANTS & COMMUNITY UPDATE  
 
RESOLVED:  
 
(1) That any unspent funds from the 2021/22 financial year be allocated to Community & Environmental 

Initiatives for the 2022/23 period.  
 
(2) That the Committee endorsed the actions taken by the Community Engagement Officer to promote 

greater community capacity and well-being for Baldock 
 
REASONS FOR DECISIONS:  
 
(1) To ensure the Committee is kept informed of the work of the Community Engagement Officer.  
 
 
(2) This report is intended to inform Members of the financial resources available to the Committee. It 

draws attention to the current budgetary situation by assisting in the effective financial management 
of the Area Committee’s budget. This ensures that all actions are performed in line with the 
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Authority’s Financial Regulations, the Council’s Constitution, and the guidance of the existing 
Grants policy as agreed by Cabinet in January 2020. 

 
(3) The awarding of financial assistance to voluntary organisations and the use of discretionary 

spending allows the Committee to further the aims of the Council Plan. 
 

19 BALDOCK COMMUNITY EVENTS  
 
The Chair advised that the Baldock Big Lunch would be taking place on the 5 June 2022.  
 

20 WARD MATTERS AND OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS - MEMBERS' REPORTS  
 
The Chair requested that Members from outside Baldock report back to the Committee at the next 
meeting, if they experience any increase in graffiti in their wards.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 30 of 63 
 

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

DECISION SHEET 
 

Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held in the Council Chamber, District Council Offices, 
Letchworth Garden City 

on Tuesday, 15th March, 2022 at 7.30 pm 
 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Daniel Allen and Carol Stanier.  
 

2 MINUTES - 18 JANUARY 2022  
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 18 January 2022 be approved 
as a true record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair. 
 

3 NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS  
 
There was no other business notified. 
 

4 CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
(1) The Chair advised that, in accordance with Council Policy, the meeting would be audio recorded. 
 
(2) The Chair drew attention to the item on the agenda front pages regarding Declarations of Interest 

and reminded Members that, in line with the Code of Conduct, any Declarations of Interest 
needed to be declared immediately prior to the item in question. 

 
5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

 
There was no public participation.  
 

6 URGENT AND GENERAL EXCEPTION ITEMS  
 
There were no Urgent or General Exception Items. 
 

7 CALLED-IN ITEMS  
 
There were no Called-In Items.  
 

8 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  
 
RESOLVED: That the Committee considered and commented on the Annual Report of the Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee 2021/2022 as attached at Appendix A prior to consideration by Council.  
 
REASON FOR DECISION: To enable Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider and comment on 
the report of the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding the work of the Committee 
in the 2021/2022 Civic Year prior to consideration by Council 
 

9 RESOLUTIONS OF THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  
 
RESOLVED: That the report entitled ‘Resolutions of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee’ was noted.  
 
REASON FOR DECISION: To enable the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to review and comment 
on actions and feedback received regarding resolutions previously made 
 

10 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME  
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RESOLVED:  
 
(1) That the Committee prioritises proposed topics for inclusion in the work programmes attached as 

Appendix A and, where appropriate, determines the high-level form and timing of scrutiny input.  
 

(2) That the Committee, having considered the most recent iteration of the Forward Plan, suggested 
the Conservation Areas and Corporate Equality Policy items and a regular Commercial Update to 
be considered at future meetings and any further suggestions could be made to the Committee, 
Member and Scrutiny Manager. 
 

(3) That the Corporate Peer Challenge Action Plan Extract as attached was considered.  
 

REASON FOR DECISIONS: To allow the Committee to set a work programme which provides 
focussed Member oversight, encourages open debate and seeks to achieve service improvement 
through effective policy development and meaningful policy and service change. 
 

11 3RD QUARTER MONITORING REPORT ON KEY PROJECTS FOR 2021-22  
 
RESOLVED: That delivery against the key projects for 21/22 was noted and commented on by the 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
 
REASON FOR DECISION: To enable achievements against the key projects for 2021/22 to be 
considered. 
 

12 3RD QUARTER UPDATE ON PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
 
RESOLVED: That the content of the report entitled ‘3rd Quarter Updates on Performance Indicators’ 
was noted.  
 
REASON FOR DECISION: To update the Committee on the performance indicators as well as other 
indicators that officers have updated and activated on Pentana Risk. 
 

13 PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT MEASURES 2022-23  
 
RECOMMENDED TO CABINET: To consider and formally approve the Council Delivery Plan and any 
associated targets, to be monitored throughout 2022/2023 by Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  
 
REASON FOR DECISION: An approved Council Delivery Plan provides the Cabinet with assurance 
that progress against achievement of the Council Plan objectives, will be monitored throughout 2022/23 
 

14 SHARED WASTE SERVICE GOVERNANCE  
 
RECOMMENDED TO CABINET:  
 
(1) To agree to the new overarching aim of the shared services and principles outlined in 8.10 and 

8.12. 
 

(2) To endorse the formation of a joint cross party working group. The terms of reference for which are 
outlined in Appendix A and the outline work programme described in 8.19.  

 
(3) To agree to explore the future options for governance of the Shared Waste Service, including 

consideration of a joint committee consisting of representation by both East Herts Council and North 
Herts District Council.  

 
(4) To establish the Joint Cross Party Working Group prior to the start of the new contract negotiations. 

 
(5) To ensure that relevant Governance and scrutiny processes are in place prior to the start of the 

new contract negotiations.  
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REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
(1) Waste services are one of the largest services provided to residents in both Councils, a “one 

service” approach promotes resilience and flexibility ensuring residents and customers receive a 
high-quality service. The recommendations are being made to enable the further alignment of 
services, through joint decision making, and consequently the long term efficient and optimal 
management of the services. 

 
(2) A new aligned governance structure would promote a unified, stable and long-term strategic vision 

for the shared service and ensures: 
 
 a service that is agile and responsive to changes 
 reduction in customer confusion 
 better engagement/ use of skills/talent and retention of staff and therefore service delivered to 

customers 
 continuous improvement within the services  
 improved resource visibility and flexibility 
 aligned timeframes and increased speed for decision making 
 greater consistency and stability leading to greater interest and competitiveness from the market. 
 
(3) To identify areas where there may be difficulties or issues faced with the merging of the services in 

East and North Herts. 
 

15 GREENSPACE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2022-27  
 
RECOMMEND TO CABINET:  
 
(1) Adopt the Vison, Objectives and Aims for managing Greenspace as detailed at 7.4 below.  
 
(2) Review and adopt the Greenspace Management Strategy 2022-27 at Appendix A. 

 
(3) Agree the delegation for creating an Action Plan arising from the GSMS and an annual review of 

the Action Plan to the Greenspace Manager in consultation with the Executive Member for 
Environment and Leisure and the Service Director - Place. 

 
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS:  
 
(1) These recommendations are put forward to ensure there is an ongoing proactive and pragmatic 

approach for the future management and maintenance of Greenspace within North Herts for the 
period April 2022 – March 2027.  

 
(2) Additionally, the GSMS 2022 – 2027 provides the strategic link between the previous Greenspace 

strategies and the future demands placed upon North Herts District Council, specifically; managing 
the environment and biodiversity, finance and planning while delivering high quality greenspace 
services to our existing and newly developed infrastructure. 

 
16 MEMBERS' QUESTIONS  

 
There were no questions submitted by Members.  
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PR 3655                                                                                   14 March 2022 

North Herts Council’s Hitchin committee award over £7,000 to community groups 

North Herts Council’s Hitchin Committee awarded grants to five community groups in Hitchin at its 

meeting on 01 March.* These particular grants are designed to help organisations by supporting 

specific projects, rather than everyday expenditure. 

Goslings Playgroup, located at Whitehill School in Hitchin, were awarded £2,000 to improve their 

outside play area. The group will use the funds to purchase a wooden playhouse, benefitting around 

50 children per year. Children naturally enjoy being outside and a playhouse will encourage them to 

express themselves creatively and give them a focus for their outdoor play. 

Bethan Desai, Secretary and Trustee of Goslings Playgroup, said: “We are hugely grateful for the 

grant received. It will give the Children a richer outdoor play experience. We can't wait to start the 

project. Thank you so much from all at Goslings.” 

Imagination Dance was awarded £1,115 to enable them to run classes for children and young people 

with additional needs. The funding will be used to hire the Westmill Community Centre and cover the 

costs of teaching staff. Up to 20 children will be able to benefit from the classes.  

Hannah Reynolds, Company Director, Imagination Dance CIC said: “Imagination Dance are so 

grateful for the grant from North Herts Council Hitchin Committee. The funds will allow us to keep 

running our branch of SEND dance classes at the Westmill Community Centre, even after the tricky 

period of returning from various lockdowns. Our classes are so important for our participants and their 

families, with every single participant showing an improvement in confidence and social skills since 

joining our classes!”  

Red Media Love CIC were awarded £2,480 towards the cost of an exhibition set to run at the North 

Herts Museum in August. The exhibition will focus on the second generation of south Asians who 

grew up in Hitchin and Letchworth, bringing people together to celebrate community spirit and 

diversity  

Strathmore Fun Club was awarded £1,100 to purchase toys, equipment, and materials to cover the 

cost of a programme of events and activities. As a not-for-profit club they are run purely for the 

benefit of the children and fees are kept low to make the club accessible for all working parents. 
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Amanda Wright, Club Manager, said: "I'm really pleased that Strathmore Fun Club has been awarded 

this substantial amount of money. It will go to good use and enable the club to buy some much-

needed new equipment for the children." 

Third Hitchin Scouts received £580 for the purchase of six kitchen tents which will be used to prepare 

meals by young people at camps and day activities. The purchase of these tents will enable young 

Hitchin residents to experience simple living in a camp situation, but showing that life can be 

comfortable, healthy, fun, and in tune with nature and the environment.  

The Team at Third Hitchin Scouts said: “We would like to thank North Herts Council Hitchin 

Committee for the award of these funds towards the purchase of much needed new kitchen tents". 

Cllr Ian Albert, Chair of Hitchin Committee said: “ The Committee was delighted to award these 

grants. They reflect the huge diversity of community groups in Hitchin. All of them do a tremendous 

amount of good work within the town and across the District from which we all benefit.  

“These grants will particularly help young and sometimes vulnerable people and their parents.  

The funding towards the exhibition at North Herts Museum will allow residents to learn about South 

Asian culture in our community.” 

To find out more about NHDC Community Grants please click here: https://www.north-

herts.gov.uk/home/community/grants/community-grants 

*subject to completion of necessary formalities 

 

ENDS 

For more information contact Sarah.Jenkinson@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474210. 
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PR 3657                                                                                   14 March 2022 

North Herts heroes honoured 

The winners of this year’s Chair’s Community Recognition Awards were announced tonight (11 

March) at a ceremony live streamed and available now on our YouTube channel - you can also watch 

a video of the winners talking about their community work.  

The awards celebrate people in the district who have gone above and beyond and made a real 

difference in their local community. Organised by North Herts Council, the awards are sponsored by 

Willmott Dixon, with The Comet as media partner. This year the Awards were open to anyone in the 

community, not just volunteers. Each winner was presented with a beautiful, engraved glass trophy 

and gift voucher to acknowledge their achievements.  

The winners were nominated by members of the public and chosen by a judging panel which 

comprised of Chair of the Council Cllr Val Bryant, Lea Ellis from North Herts Centre for Voluntary 

Service (NHCVS), representatives from Willmott Dixon and the editor of The Comet, Georgia Barrow. 

Cllr Val Bryant, Chair of the Council, said: “These Awards are a fantastic way for the council to 

celebrate some of the special people in the district who are going out of their way to make a 

difference. We know people don’t do it for the glory, but it’s important to give thanks and we hope it 

will inspire others to think about how they may help the wider community. We are delighted to 

recognise the hard work, dedication and sheer community spirit of Karen, Bekah, Anni, Nick, and Mia 

as well as all other nominees.” 

The winners of this year’s Chair’s Community Recognition Awards are: 

Caring Award – Karen Stephens  

Karen has set up a menopause support group in Baldock which currently has around 25 members 

who meet monthly and also go on walks and do other activities. It’s an invaluable resource for all the 

women who attend, providing an opportunity to share advice and support in a sociable setting which 

helps improve mental help. In addition, for eight years Karen organises festive hampers for less 

fortunate people using the reverse advent idea, encouraging people to collect items through 
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December to then donate them to families and older people at Christmas. She collected over 100 

hampers this year and works with settle to distribute them. Karen is also a specially trained Butterfly 

volunteer at Lister hospital, supporting terminally ill patients, their families and friends at the end of 

their life. 

Karen said: “I love helping others but it’s so lovely to be nominated by two people. The menopause 

group was started for selfish reasons really, as I couldn’t find any support! I’d had a hysterectomy and 

decided to start a group as it affects so many people. It’s been great meeting others in a similar 

position and fabulous to provide this type of support to them.” 

Dedication Award – Rebekah Nicolas  

Bekah has worked at Hitchin Library for over 10 years, starting as a Saturday assistant in 2007 to 

becoming the manager in 2016, and during her time became a hugely important part of the 

community. She made the library a vibrant place to visit in the centre of Hitchin, organising popular 

events including Star Wars reads, Harry Potter book night and Christmas readings, and hosted 

Hertfordshire’s very first Artist in Residence programme. Through the annual Summer Reading 

Challenge Bekah has introduced hundreds, maybe thousands, of children to reading through her 

passion and spirit. 

During the pandemic, Bekah pioneered and delivered regular live baby rhyme sessions online, to 

allow families to enjoy this vital and popular service. She also ensured that the library continued to 

deliver a service throughout the lockdown periods, delivering the click-and-collect service, Ready 

Reads, which was a lifeline for so many local families and residents in Hitchin. Bekah had an active 

role in the refurbishment of the library in 2017/18, putting the community at the heart of her 

recommendations.  

She has now taken up a new position in the library service, Service Development Manager for 

Libraries and Heritage Services at Hertfordshire County Council. 

Bekah said: “Being the manager at Hitchin Library was an incredible honour and working with the 

fantastic team to provide the wonderful local community an exciting and thriving library service has 

been a privilege. I am so grateful for my time there and for this award. Libraries are amazing – they’re 

free and all about sustainability.” 

Green Award – Anni Sander  

Anni is a green community champion, described as an “ecological support powerhouse”! Her works 

includes encouraging reusable nappies through a library system, administrating a re-use group and 

running Plastic Free Hitchin (PFH).  Anni set up the organisation in 2019 to help local businesses, 
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organisations and community groups reduce their reliance on single-use plastics, so one day 

Hitchin can be declared plastic free!  

Anni also co-organised the first two Hitchin Repair Café events, similar to the popular TV programme 

The Repair Shop, encouraging people to book in their clothes, mechanics and toys to be repaired 

or fixed, instead of throwing them away. She runs a re-use group on Facebook which has 

around 5,000 active members who are really grateful for the platform to share items, food and 

their expertise.   

Anni said: “I understand it’s hard to make the right choices when it comes to the environment, 

especially when plastic is so convenient. But I want to make it easier for others, like me, to do their bit 

– every small action does make a difference. I couldn't have done it all without the help and support 

of others so thanks go to them as well.” 

Health Award – Nicholas Jemetta  

Nick has committed the last four years – alongside a full-time job and a busy family life – to campaign 

to improve mental health in workplaces and local communities. He's shared his own story, which 

includes considering taking his own life, building a substantial following.  

His campaign really kicked off during the pandemic, when he started wearing fancy-dress to his work 

video calls to reduce fatigue and lift the spirits of his colleagues – and while dressed up he found a 

way to make conversations about mental health less scary and that little bit easier.  

The first costume turned into 100 different costumes over 100 days, attending hundreds of work video 

calls and raising money for charity – the current total is around £10,000 – with local charities 

benefitting including Samaritans North Herts, Age UK Herts and Phase Hitchin. His costumes also 

featured on the school run in Letchworth, delighting children, parents and teachers. 

Now an award-winning mental health campaigner – a regional finalist for ITV’s Pride of Britain's 

'Fundraiser of the Year' – Nick has featured in local and national media and goes by the nickname 

'Fancy Dress Dad'. He has recently founded a business, Stories Matter, offering digital marketing and 

wellbeing consultancy. To reach Nick please email nick@storiesmatter.io 

Nick said: “I live and thrive with anxiety. I'm on a mission to show the world that our mental health 

does not define us. I will continue to help, inspire and give hope to anyone struggling with their mental 

health. It’s ok to  talk about it, I don’t want the next generation to feel ashamed. It’s been great to 

meet the other award winners, hopefully we’ll keep in touch as I think we could do some amazing 

work together.”  

Young Star – Mia Jaszewska 
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After Mia's dad died unexpectedly the day before her 14th birthday, she has gone on to raise 

awareness and promote the needs of young people who have been bereaved, becoming a lead 

Young Ambassador for local bereavement support charity Stand-by-me in 2020.  

Having completed the charity’s support programme and joining the Young Ambassador programme, 

Mia became aware that there was little support at school and in the community for young people in 

her situation. She is now very active in supporting and mentoring younger bereaved children, with her 

confidence growing, taking the lead in raising awareness, including making a podcast for BBC 

Children in Need in 2020 about the effects of lockdown on the mental health of young people. 

Mia is now at university studying textile design but is still raising awareness of the needs of bereaved 

young people. Mia said: “My work has shown me that childhood bereavement does not define us but 

does affect us. At the moment I’m working on a project using camouflage patterns to explore how we 

can create spaces to help people express their emotions, especially after losing someone, as 

opposed to blending in and disguising them. 

“It’s really nice to be recognised and I want to thank all those who have supported me in my work. For 

me it’s all about helping others and paying it forward.”  

Four other Young Stars were nominated and will receive a certificate: 

 Rosie Fletcher from Hitchin helped walk her neighbour’s dog during the pandemic as they 

were unable to do so. 

 Kathryn Osmond from Hitchin took on a huge level of responsibility at home during the 

pandemic, preparing meals and caring for her younger brother, which allowed her mum to 

continue her work on the frontline with the NHS. 

 Dionne Sealy from Hitchin raised over £600 from the £1 challenge – all students are given £1 

and asked to make as much money from it as possible. All the money raised went to Hitchin 

Food Bank. 

 Jack Gower from Letchworth is a full-time wheelchair user and has shown a great 

determination to overcome any challenge presented to him and is an asset to his school. 

Outside of school Jack has represented North Herts in both regional and national 

competitions for T34 wheelchair racing and has competed in the London marathon three 

times!  

ENDS 

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3658                                                                                   14 March 2022 

Trees planted for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee  

Eight special trees have been planted in parks throughout the district to help celebrate Her Majesty 

The Queen’s 70th year on the throne. 

Two Blue Cedar trees, aka ‘Cedrus Atlantica Glauca’, have been planted in each main town – Hitchin, 

Letchworth, Baldock and Royston – and will grow over time to around 30m (100 ft). This superb 

evergreen conifer is a standout specimen tree – one which is planted singularly as a focus of 

attention.   

Trees are being planted across the UK as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy, a unique tree planting 

initiative to help mark the first British monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. The Queen’s official 

anniversary was on 6 February, but celebrations are taking place throughout the year, including a 

four-day UK bank holiday weekend from Thursday 2 to Sunday 5 June.  

The council joins schools, community groups and individual members of the pubic in ‘planting a tree 

for the Jubilee’ and received a grant from Hertfordshire County Council towards planting the trees.  

Councillor Steve Jarvis, Executive Member for Environment and Leisure, said: “We picked the Blue 

Cedar especially because it is easily recognisable with its steel blue foliage. In addition, we wanted all 

the trees across the district to be the same, and this species is also suited to the chalkier soil in 

Baldock and Royston. 

“These special trees for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will help improve local biodiversity and air 

quality, and help us fight against climate change, reinforcing our recent tree giveaway. This campaign 

was very successful and saw residents and community organisations join forces to reduce carbon 

emissions by planting 10,000 saplings across the district.”  

The Blue Cedars, which will produce barrel shaped cones up to 12cm (5in) long and appear in late 

summer, are located at: 

 Butts Close, Hitchin 
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 Bancroft Recreation Ground, Hitchin 

 Howard Gardens, Letchworth 

 Norton Common, Letchworth 

 Avenue Park, Baldock  

 Chiltern Recreation Ground, Baldock 

 Priory Gardens, Royston 

 Serby Avenue Recreation Ground, Royston 

 

Tree facts – Did you know… 

 A mature tree can absorb up to 150kg of CO2 a year 

 UK greenspaces remove up to 1.3 billion kg of air pollutants each year 

 Well-placed trees can help cool the air between 2 and 8 degrees in urban communities. 

Source: Map - The Queen’s Green Canopy (queensgreencanopy.org) 

ENDS 

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3659                                                                                   15 March 2022 

Nearly £50m paid to businesses during Covid – and more money available! 

Nearly 10,000 grant awards have been made to businesses in North Herts since the start of the 

Covid pandemic, totalling around £49,000,000 to help them cope, recover and move forward.   

North Herts Council has been busy throughout the pandemic administering various grant and support 

schemes, helping thousands of businesses across Letchworth, Hitchin, Baldock, Royston and 

surrounding villages, including shops, pubs, restaurants, travel agents, hair and beauty providers, 

and personal trainers.  

In the latest round of Addition Restriction Grants, we have paid around £537,000 to businesses in the 

events, sports and leisure sectors as well as coach tour operators, taxi drivers and those running a 

business from home. 

Businesses all over the UK have borne the brunt of national lockdowns and different local levels and 

tiers of restrictions over the past two years. As the majority of schemes come to a close, there are still 

funds available up until the end of March.   

Cllr Ian Albert, Executive Member for Finance and IT, said: “The support given by the joint 

administration of North Herts Council to local businesses over the last two years has made a real 

difference to our high streets and protected jobs. By way of our range of locally designed schemes, 

alongside government statutory payments, we have helped thousands of businesses through the 

pandemic.” 

Councillor Sam North, Deputy Executive Member for Finance, said: “We continue to urge local 

businesses to come forward, especially to seek a reduction in their business rates of up to 25% for 

qualifying businesses before the end of this financial year – this particular scheme is for businesses 

that haven’t received certain other grants, so it’s definitely worth checking.” 

Support schemes available: 

Covid Additional Relief Fund (CARF) – deadline 30 April 
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Maximum of 25% relief for qualifying rate paying businesses for the current financial year 2021-22, 

criteria applies. 

For more information and to apply for any of the business support schemes, please visit www.north-

herts.gov.uk/businessgrants 

New premises grants – deadline 31 March 

Up to £5,000 to reimburse costs of preparing and moving into a new commercial premise within North 

Herts (the move must have taken place after 1 April 2021, and the costs incurred/invoice date after 1 

July 2021). 

Business growth grants – deadline 30 June (or sooner if all the money is allocated) 

Up to £10,000 for businesses based in North Herts, for specific and general business advice provided 

by Hertfordshire Growth Hub, the county’s flagship business support provider powered by 

Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). 

ENDS 

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3660                                                                                   15 March 2022 

Over £6k allocated to Letchworth groups   

Four community groups have been awarded a total of £6,454* following a meeting of the Letchworth 

Committee on 9 March.  

Made In Clay was awarded £2,169 towards the purchase of additional shelving to house the work created 

as it waits to be fired or dries out. As a community-orientated organisation the group creates access to 

creativity for those often excluded in society because of their additional needs or low income. The group 

currently have 50 people regularly attending each week and within the last year 120 people attended one-

off events such as exhibitions and demonstrations. The grant will allow them to divert their reserves to the 

increase of running costs such as energy.  

Debbie Bent from Made In Clay said: “Lots of people are really struggling at the moment. We want to keep 

prices as low as we can in order to make classes affordable to attend which means we don’t have an 

excess to improve the facilities or to weather any large increases in bills. We are very grateful for this 

support.”  

Khalsa Youth Football Academy was awarded £2,000 towards an additional Futsal project focusing on 

developing young leaders from different cultures and backgrounds aged 14 to 18. Futsal is similar to five-

a-side football and played on a hard court, usually indoors. Due to over subscription on a recent young 

leaders’ project, the Academy want to provide another safe community hub which offers a platform for 

youngsters to play and become coaches and young leaders. 

Bal Singh, from the Academy said: “We are delighted to be awarded this grant to help continue our work 

developing our participants in the community. Futsal and social education is an excellent way to develop 

young people and inspire communities.” 

Garden City Samba was awarded £1,285 to provide online training resources in Brazilian carnival 

percussion music for existing and new band members. The group will use the grant to produce addition 

skills videos to keep members engaged and provide free instrument training to encourage new people to 

join. The group currently has 32 members and they have seen numbers increase as people look to join 
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community groups after lockdown. Garden City Samba entertain the local community through 

performances.  

Alison Fairchild, Secretary, said: “We are really so grateful for this support, it will help us to keep our 

members engaged and move the band forward musically. Anyone interested in joining the band can 

access resources on our website and get a flavour of the kind of music we play.” 

Letchworth Garden City Bowls Club was awarded £1,000 towards repairing the ditch around their bowls 

green at Norton Common. The ditch is an essential requirement of the playing area under the rules of the 

game, and without repair presented a health and safety issue that would have made the green unusable 

for formal matches. The club provides gentle sport and recreation opportunities to the local community.  

Sue Sinclair, Club Secretary, said: “We are extremely grateful to the council for agreeing the grant. 

Maintaining the bowling green in a good and safe condition is important so that players and visitors can 

enjoy participating in or watching matches, which is a really pleasant way of enjoying an afternoon with 

friends and meeting new people.  We are always pleased to welcome new members and will be holding 

an open day on Saturday 9 April between 10am and 3pm at the upper green at Norton Common.”  

In addition, the committee extended its allocation of £2,000 to Wilbury and Icknield School Parents 

Association (WISPA) for a portacabin to store environmental project work including TerraCycle recycling 

streams, as it hadn’t been spent within a year.   

Councillor Daniel Allen, North Herts Council’s Letchworth Committee Chair, said: "It’s fantastic that 

Letchworth has such a diverse range of active community groups, offering interesting activities for local 

people of all ages – from pottery to football, Brazilian percussion music to traditional bowls!” 

More information on community grants 

*subject to completion of the necessary formalities 

ENDS 

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3661                                                                                   16 March 2022 

North Herts Council’s Royston committee award grant to Barley Town House for essential 

works 

North Herts Council’s Royston and District Committee awarded £500 to Barley Town House at its 

meeting on 08 March. *  

Barley Town House, a registered charity, will use the grant to assist with costs for essential repair and 

renovation to the building, including the south facing windows, frames, doors, and timber. These 

works are essential to ensure the building remains fit for purpose. The listed building is around 500 

years old. For the first 400 years it was used as a school and to provide housing for the poor. It is 

currently used by many community groups and residents in the district for a variety of purposes. 

Nicholas Shaw, Committee Chair for Barley Town House said: “The management committee is 

extremely grateful to the Royston and District Committee for their financial support which will enable 

The Barley Town House to continue to be used for a wide variety of activities by the local community, 

from Pilates classes to weddings and receptions. 

Funding has been required to enable the committee to commission works to the south facing timbers 

which have suffered from the inevitable sun damage over the last 500 years.” 

Cllr Tony Hunter, Chair of Royston Committee said: “The Committee was delighted to award this 

grant to ensure Barley Town House, which is popular with local community groups and residents 

alike, is fit for purpose and can continue to be at the heart of the community.” 

To find out more about North Herts Council’s Community Grants please click here: https://www.north-

herts.gov.uk/home/community/grants/community-grants 

*subject to completion of necessary formalities 

 

ENDS 

For more information contact Sarah.Jenkinson@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474210. 
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