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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

PUBLISHED WEEK COMMENCING  
13 JUNE 2022 

 
Hitchin Area Committee – 28 June 2022 

Royston Area Committee – 29 June 2022 
Southern Rural Area Committee – 30 June 2022 

Highways Liaison Committee – 1 July 2022 
 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS WEEK COMMENCING  
20 JUNE 2022 

 
Baldock and District Area Committee – 20 June 2022 

Cabinet – 21 June 2022 
Standards – 22 June 2022 

Planning Control Committee – 23 June 2022 
 

CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING  
20 JUNE 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

 
Saturday 25 June 2022, 10.00 

 

 
Armed Forces Day 

 

 
Broadway Gardens, Letchworth 

 
VICE-CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING 

20 JUNE 2022 
 

Date Event Location 
 

Friday 24 June 2022, 20.00 
 

Buntingford Town Council – 
Civic Reception 

 

 
Manor House, High Street, 

Buntingford 

 
OTHER EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

20 JUNE 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

  
None 
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 

*PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
 

 
Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted [if applicable]: None 

 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE: RESOURCES 
 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
 
Agreement to suspend collection of £81,498.87 clawback in respect of the disposal of 21, 
Meadow Way, Offley SG5 3AX  to allow settle the opportunity to comply with the terms of an 
exemption namely applying the proceeds towards the provision of Social Housing or 
Community Benefit in the District of North Hertfordshire.  
 
2. DECISION TAKER 
 
Ian Couper, Service Director: Resources 
 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 
 
9 June 2022 
 

 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 
 
To allow settle the opportunity to comply with the terms of the exemption by applying the funds to the 
development of Social Housing.  
 
5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
The decision is in accordance with the protocol entered into between North Hertfordshire District 
Council (NHDC) and North Hertfordshire Homes (NHH), now known as settle, in respect of a 
proposed disposal by settle of an asset transferred under the Stock Transfer. Therefore, no other 
alternative options are applicable. 
 
6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS AND THE 

PUBLIC) 
 
Settle have been consulted regarding the level of the potential clawback payment and the details of 
the social housing scheme to which the funds will be applied. There is no obligation on the Council to 
carry out any wider consultation. 
 
7. FORWARD PLAN 
 
7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to in the 

Forward Plan. 
 
8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1 NHH changed its name to settle in May 2018.  

 
8.2 Settle have submitted a request to agree an exemption to clawback in respect of 21, Meadow 

Way, Offley SG5 3AX stating that they intend for the proceeds from the disposal to be used for 
the provision of Social Housing or Community Benefit in the District of North Hertfordshire. 
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Settle are relying on exemption xi in the deed of covenant dated 31 March 2003 which imposes 
the obligation to pay clawback. 

 
8.3 The proposed project to which the proceeds will be applied is the John Barker Place 

regeneration project. Whilst it is still considered appropriate to suspend payment of the 
clawback for three years to allow settle the opportunity to invest the proceeds into Social 
Housing, The Council cannot at this stage agree the specific details of the Social Housing 
provision as until the precise proposals for the later phases of the John Barker Place 
regeneration project are known the clawback cannot be committed to that project. Once the 
detail of the Social Housing to be provided by the John Barker place regeneration scheme is 
known, together with the financial modelling, then the Council will determine whether this 
clawback should be allocated to that scheme or an alternative scheme. 

 
8.4 Clawback is 25% of the greater of the Disposal Gain or the Development Gain. Settle has 

considered both the Development Gain and the Disposal Gain and the figures are the same. 
Based therefore on the calculation of the Disposal Gain the clawback calculation for the property 
has been agreed between the parties as follows:   
 
Property Disposal Gain Clawback @ 25% 
21, Meadow Way, Offley SG5 
3AX.   

£325,995.49 £81,498.87 

 
9.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1  The Service Director: Resources has delegated authority for ‘Approvals for any overage, claw 

back or similar arrangement pursuant to the Stock Transfer Agreement’. 
 
9.2 The value paid by settle for the housing at stock transfer was based on its continued use as 

Social Housing. The deed of covenant provides compensation to the Council for property 
disposals by settle that are above the equivalent value at stock transfer. As the principle of 
this is to protect the volume of Social Housing in the District, there is an exemption that allows 
settle to reinvest this money into Social Housing or Community Benefit (as defined by the 
agreement) schemes within 3 years. The parties have entered into a protocol which governs 
how this exemption will operate in practice. The protocol permits the Council to suspend 
collection of clawback to allow settle the opportunity to comply with the terms of the 
exemption. As long as the request is reasonable then it should not be refused. So, this does 
not provide an opportunity for the Council to obtain additional funding. 

 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 A significant amount of clawback has been suspended for use on the John Barker Place 

scheme. This clawback would take the total to £1,729,987.77. It has also been agreed that 
£1,760,000 of previously suspended clawback will be used on phases 1 and 2 of the John 
Barker Place scheme. Within its capital programme, the Council has also allocated £1.096 
million towards this scheme. The overall value of the Social Housing within the scheme will 
need to be reviewed when a final proposal is in place. This will determine whether it is 
appropriate to confirm the use of the suspended clawback and also the use of the Council’s 
own 

 
11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 No security is being sought to ensure payment of the clawback in the event that the social 

housing scheme is not delivered. Therefore, there is a risk that settle will not have the funds to 
pay the clawback if they are unable to deliver the scheme. However this is considered unlikely  

 
12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their functions, 

give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, to advance 
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equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not. 

 
12.2 There are no equalities implications arising from this decision. 
 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision. 
 
14. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
14.1. There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to this decision. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
15.1 There are no HR implications arising from this decision. 
 
16. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
16.1 None. 
 
17. APPENDICES 
 
17.1 None. 
 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE: 17 June 2022 
 
Date sent to all Members, put on website and appears in MIS – Committee, Member & Scrutiny 
Services can confirm this with you, 
 
 
Signature of Executive Member Consulted …………N/a……………………… 
 
Date ………………………………………….. 
 
 

Signature of Decision Taker …… …………………… 
 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to allow 
for scrutiny call-in.  
 
Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

 
*PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE: REGULATORY 
 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
 
1.1 The allocation of £123,084 of commuted sum receipts to part-fund the acquisition of 

additional move-on accommodation units by Haven First, extending capacity on the 
local pathway of homelessness services. 

 
2. DECISION TAKER 
 
2.1       Martin Lawrence, Strategic Housing Manager (acting under delegated authority in        
            the absence of Ian Fullstone, Service Director – Regulatory) 
 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 
 
3.1       13 June 2022 
 

 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 
 
4.1 The local accommodation and support pathway for single homeless people (including those at 

risk of rough sleeping) remains significantly oversubscribed, with the lack of move-on 
accommodation being a contributing factor.  

 
4.2 The use of commuted sum receipts to part-fund Haven First’s acquisition of two additional 

move-on units for the local housing pathway meets the criteria for commuted sums use and 
will secure valuable additional long-term assets for the district. 

 
5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
5.1 None.   
 
6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS AND THE 

PUBLIC) 
 
6.1 The Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, Cllr Sean Prendergast, and 

the Deputy Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, Alistair Willoughby, 
have both been consulted and are supportive of this decision. 

 
7. FORWARD PLAN 
 
7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to in the 

Forward Plan. 
 
8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1 North Herts has an established pathway of services for single homeless people, providing 

outreach, targeted support and accommodation with the ultimate goal of successful 
independent living.  Services on the pathway are provided by key local partners, of which 
Haven First is one.  The pathway is significantly oversubscribed and the lack of move-on 
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accommodation especially limits the capacity of the pathway to both provide progression for 
those already on the pathway and to enable access for new clients.  This has resulted in 
continuing high numbers of hotel placements (see table below) and accommodation which is 
unsuitable for clients’ needs.  The Council funds these placements and over the last two 
financial years, hotel bookings have cost in excess of £400k. 

 

 Households in temporary accommodation 

 31/3/19 31/3/20 31/3/21 31/3/22 19/5/22 

Total households in 
TA at year end 

85 93 136 104 110 

of which, in hotels 4 19 58 15 24 

 
8.2 Move-on accommodation provides a stepping-stone between hostel accommodation and 

independent living, with clients receiving continuing support in a more independent setting.  
Without this, clients, particularly those with higher needs, will occupy hostel placements for 
longer than necessary and will not have the opportunity to develop independent living skills, 
reducing the chance of successful moves out of homelessness. 

 
8.3 Haven First are a Private Register Provider of Social Housing and are registered with the 

government’s Regulator of Social Housing.  They have been successful in securing - in a co-
produced bid with the Council, as per scheme requirements - £140,706 of grant funding from 
another government body, Homes England, via its Rough Sleeping Accommodation 
Programme 2021-24.  Most of the grant award comprises capital, with a small amount of 
revenue funding and this is to part-fund the acquisition of two 1 bedroom move-on units in the 
district, for use by clients on the Council’s single homeless housing pathway.  All vacancies to 
these units will be let to Council nominees on tenancies at social rents with clients receiving 
floating support to ensure successful tenancy sustainment.  

 
8.4 Commuted sums are payments to the Council from housing developers in exceptional 

circumstances in lieu of provision of affordable housing onsite.  In general terms, commuted 
sums for affordable housing might reasonably be spent on (but is not necessarily limited to): 

 the delivery of additional affordable units on other s106 schemes; 

 the provision of new affordable homes on (up to) 100% Affordable Housing  

schemes by the Council or a Registered Provider; 

 the acquisition of (serviced) land to facilitate such schemes; 

 the adaptation or modification of existing stock to meet standards and / or  

specific identified housing needs; 

 the acquisition of homes on the open market for Affordable Housing; or 

 the provision of other forms of housing providing homeless or temporary 
accommodation. 

 
8.5 Specific projects may also be identified in the Council’s Housing Strategy or other relevant 

documents and expenditure can take place anywhere in the district regardless of the location 
of the development to which the commuted sum relates. The Council will endeavour to locate 
commuted sum expenditure close to sites where the sum has been contributed, however, this 
may not always be viable or appropriate.  Any specific provisions relating to the expenditure of 
the commuted sum, including time limits, will be set out in the s106 agreement.   

 
8.6 Given the identified need for additional move-on accommodation in the district, it is proposed 

to use £123,084 of commuted sums receipts to part-fund the acquisition of the two units 
detailed in paragraph 8.3.  The use of commuted sums for this purpose meets the criteria as 
set out in paragraphs 8.4 - 8.5 and provides a valuable opportunity to acquire additional long-
term assets for the benefit of homeless households locally. These additional affordable 
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housing units would not otherwise be delivered without the investment of commuted sums 
monies from the Council.   

 
8.7 The two units will be let at ‘social rent’ levels which are more affordable to local people and in 

turn, enable tenants to attempt to seek employment without the burden of meeting high 
housing costs.  ‘Match funding’ of £123,084 has been provided by Haven First in addition to 
the government grant award of £140,706.  The project will provide savings for the Council in 
terms of reduced expenditure for supporting single homeless people, whilst also providing 
residents with support and stability with the ultimate aim of independent resettlement.   

 
9.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 Local authorities’ homelessness duties are contained within the Housing Act 1996 Part VII, as 

amended by the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 which placed significant new duties on 
English local housing authorities.  

 
9.2 A funding agreement has been developed that protects the Council’s interests, including its 

investment. Occupation of the dwellings must be by people with a local connection to the 
district of North Hertfordshire.   

 
9.3 Should Haven First dispose of either or both dwellings they must return the whole of the 

commuted sum amount to the Council (in the event of a disposal of both dwellings) or half the 
capital (in the event of the disposal of one dwelling). 

 
9.4 Section 14.6.10 (b) (viii) A of the Council’s Constitution delegates to the Service Director 

Regulatory the authorisation for the expenditure of planning obligation monies.  
 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1. The commuted sums amount of £123,084 from planning application 14/01080/1 has been 

committed to this project. 
 
10.2 A balance in the sum of £218,421 of commuted sums remains held by the Council, that is 

currently unallocated.  
 
10.3 Haven First have ‘match funded’ the Council’s contribution of £123,084 and Homes England 

have also provided grant funding of £140,706 (primarily capital and some revenue) in order to 
meet the acquisition costs of the two units.  

 
11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 Demand for specialist homelessness support and accommodation services in the district 

remains very high with access onto the local housing pathway oversubscribed.  Failing to 
maximise funding opportunities to increase capacity on the pathway will risk households falling 
into homelessness or returning to homelessness and not receiving appropriate levels of 
assistance.  Many of this cohort are vulnerable and often have complex needs which require 
specialist support. 

 
12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their functions, 

give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, to advance 
equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not. 

 
12.2 There are no equalities implications arising as a result of this report. 
 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
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13.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision. 
 
15. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
15.1. There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to this report. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
15.1 There are no human resource implications. 
 
16. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
16.1 None. 
 
17. APPENDICES 
 
17.1 None. 
 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE:  
 
 

Signature of Executive Member Consulted:    
 
Date: 13 June 2022 
 
 
Signature of Decision Taker:  
 

 
 
Strategic Housing Manager (acting under delegated authority in the absence of the Service 
Director - Regulatory) 
 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to allow 
for scrutiny call-in.  
 
Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 10 of 33 
 

RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted [if applicable]  
 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE:  PLACE 
 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
 
1.1 To approve a Hitchin Triathlon event using Butts Close, Hitchin on the 3rd July 2022 

between 05.30 hrs and 10.00 hrs. 
 

1.2      This event will only take place if restrictions permit these activities, at the time of    
            the event.  Consequently, the event organisers are aware that this event may  
            need to be cancelled at short notice 
 
2. DECISION TAKER 
 
2.1.      Andrew Mills, Service Manager Greenspace 
 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 
 
3.1       14th June 2022 
 

 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 
 
4.1       To support the organisers to provide an event for the whole community. 
 
5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
5.1 The organisers have approached North Herts Council to host this event.  As this is a regular 

event, pre covid, at this location no alternatives have been considered. 
 
6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS AND THE 

PUBLIC) 
 
6.1   Consultation has been undertaken with colleagues and the Safety Advisory Group. 
 
7. FORWARD PLAN 
 
7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to in the 

Forward Plan. 
 
8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1 The organisers have approached NHC for approval to use this location for their 
            event. 
 
9.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 The authority has an obligation to ensure that the public open spaces it maintains are at a 

standard that are safe for everyone to use.  Additionally, the authority has an obligation to 
ensure that any environmentally sensitive environment is not damaged due to actions or 
intentions of others. 

 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 There are no financial risks as this opportunity is generating income.   
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11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 There are no risk implications.  However, risk assessments have been considered to  
            endeavour that this is a covid 19 safe event. 
 
12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their 

functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, 
to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a 
protected characteristic and those who do not. 

 
12.2 Central Government and national groups have expressed the continued importance of public 

Green Space in the health and well-being of communities. From April 2013 local authorities at 
county level are required to take on the statutory duty to improve the health of their 
communities as required by the Health and Social Care Act 2012 and with it, to acquire many 
of the public health services currently the responsibility of the NHS. The use of open spaces, 
parks, playgrounds and relevant leisure facilities are promoted in terms of reducing the impact 
of obesity on long term health, the importance in the management of wellbeing and in aiding 
relaxation, as well as sensory’ enjoyment. 

 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 The event is open to everyone. 
 
16. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
14.1 There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to the 
            actions. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
15.1 This item of work is contained within the Place Directorate existing work programs. 
 
16. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
16.1 None 
 
17. APPENDICES 
 
17.1 none 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE -  17th June 2022  
 
Signature of Executive Member Consulted ………Not Applicable……… 
 
Date ……17th June 2022……….. 
 

Signature of Decision Taker ………………… ………………………… 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to 
allow for scrutiny call-in.  
 
Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
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PR 3685                                                                                  14 June 2022 

Coffee morning for Ukrainian refugees 

Are you new to the area? Please pop along to the coffee morning at North Herts Museum in Hitchin 

on Wednesday 22 June.  

Taking place in the cafe at the museum in Brand Street from 10-11.30am, it’s a fantastic opportunity 

for Ukrainian families to connect and offer support to each other.  

North Herts Council liaises with the Home Office and helps inspect properties for Ukrainian refugees 

coming to the area.  

Councillor Sean Prendergast, Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, said: “We 

know there are Ukrainian refugees in North Herts through the government’s Homes for Ukraine 

scheme, whereby people can volunteer to take in refugees fleeing Ukraine, and we want to help them 

feel as connected and settled as possible in their new homes.“  

Although this particular event is aimed at Ukrainian refugees, everyone is welcome including any 

Afghan or Syrian refugees who we have also helped rehome in the district – there’s no need to book, 

please just turn up to the coffee morning, we hope you enjoy it!   

ENDS 

For more information contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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