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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

PUBLISHED WEEK COMMENCING  
27 JUNE 2022 

 
None 

 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS WEEK COMMENCING  

4 JULY 2022 
 

None 
 

CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING  
4 JULY 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

 
Thursday 7 July 2022, 7.00pm 
 

 
Special Constable Attestation 

Ceremony 
 

 
Herts Constabulary, 

Stanborough Road, Welwyn 
Garden City 

 
 

Friday 8 July 2022, 9.15am 
 

 
Herts School Games – County 
Finals and Celebration Event 

 

 
Oaklands College, Smallford 

Campus, St Albans 

 
Sunday 10 July 2022, 1.30pm 

 

 
Herts Big Hit Celebration Event 

 
Hertfordshire Sports Village, 
University of Hertfordshire 

 
 

VICE-CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING 
4 JULY 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

  
None 

 

 
OTHER EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

4 JULY 2022 
 

Date Event Location 
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PLACE 

 

 
 

 

MEMBERS 
INFORMATION NOTE  

 
 

 
Annual ‘walk abouts’ 
 
The shared waste service team will be implementing a programme of annual ‘walk abouts’ for each 
major town and other hotspot areas.  This will include a walk along a number or roads in the town 
centre vicinity. 
We would like to invite local councillors along to enable you to see what we do and how we assess the 
cleansing standards across the district.  This will give councillors the opportunity to raise specific 
queries or concerns regarding areas within their ward and understand some of the difficulties our 
contractor faces. 
 
Please see below a list of dates, locations and meet times for the walkabout:- 
 
Royston :- 30th June at 10am, Town hall car park 
Baldock:-  30th June 1pm, High Street o/s Chapmans Butchers 
Knebworth:- 1st July at 10am, St Martin’s Way Car park 
Letchworth:- 8th July at 10am,  Leys Avenue o/s Esquires (by fountain) 
Hitchin:- 8th July at 1pm, Market Square o/s Pitch & piano 
 
 
If you like to join us, please email us at wasteandrecycling@north-herts.gov.uk so that we can keep 
you up to date with any last minute changes in the event of inclement weather.  
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Jeanette Lowdon 
Tel: 01462 681095 
Email: Jeanette.Lowden@north-herts.gov.uk 
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https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/free-family-fun-food
https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/creativity-blossoms-flower-arranging
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RESOURCES 

 
 

 

MEMBERS 
INFORMATION NOTE  

 
Nominations to the Asset of Community Value register 
 
Under the Assets of Community Value (Community Right to Bid) we may receive nominations to list 
assets within our District, whether they are NHDC owned or not. When a valid nomination is received, 
we will inform all Councillors. 
Subsequently we will also notify Councillors of whether the listing nomination was successful or not. 
 
This note is to confirm that we have received a nomination, under the Localism Act, from Highbury 
Community Group for The Half Moon PH, 57 Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 9TZ. 
 
If a nomination for an asset is accepted, no further actions are taken until such time as the asset is to 
be put up for sale (or for disposal by a long lease). 
If you have any queries regarding the interpretation of the "Right to Bid", please contact Douglas 
Traill-Stevenson  in Legal Services 
 
I would be very grateful for any comments you may have on this nomination by 24th July 2022 
 
Background: 
The Dept of Communities & Local Government states that the initial requirements for a valid 
nomination are: 
 
A) a description of the nominated land including its proposed boundaries for the purposes of the 
nomination. 
B) any information the nominator has about the freeholders, leaseholders and current occupants of 
the site. 
C) the reasons for nominating the asset, explaining why the nominator believes the asset meets the 
definition. 
D) the nominator's eligibility to make the nomination. 
 
For more information please contact:  
 
Rachel Cooper 
Controls, Risk and Performance Manager 
Tel: 01462 474606 
Email: Rachel.cooper@north-herts.gov.uk 
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
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*PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE: REGULATORY 
 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
 
1.1 The allocation of £80.7k of Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities 

funding to permanently increase the working hours of two part-time staff in order to 
provide staffing stability to the Council’s Housing Service. 
 

2. DECISION TAKER 
 
2.1       Ian Fullstone, Service Director – Regulatory 
 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 
 
3.1       28 June 2022 
 

 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 
 
4.1 The Council has received funding of just under £340k from the Department for Levelling Up, 

Housing and Communities (DLUHC) for 2022/23 to enable it to manage homelessness 
pressures and support those at risk of homelessness. 

 
4.2 As the recovery from the pandemic continues, the demand for housing services remains high.  

The funding proposals in this report seek to introduce permanent increases to the working 
hours of two part-time staff that will provide more staff capacity and overall stability for the 
service in the immediate future.   

 
5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
5.1 None.   
 
6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS AND THE 

PUBLIC) 
 
6.1 The Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, Cllr Sean Prendergast, and 

Cllr Alistair Willoughby the Deputy Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, 
have both been consulted and are supportive of this decision. 

 
6.2 The Council’s Leadership Team considered and supported a business case for the proposals 

contained in this report at its meeting on 27 June 2022.  
 
7. FORWARD PLAN 
 
7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to in the 

Forward Plan. 
 
8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1 Throughout the course of the pandemic, there has been a high demand for housing services 

and there is a risk of this increasing further due to the emerging cost of living crisis.  The 
proposals in this report will provide more staffing resilience and stability in certain areas of 
activity in order to help manage many front-line areas of work, including: 
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 A large increase in homeless approaches from single people, many of whom have complex 
needs (offending behaviour, substance misuse, poor mental health etc) that need to be 
supported/managed, including a lengthy referral processes for specialist services and 
accommodation support providers 

 Applications for social housing have increased by 20% with a corresponding uplift in medical 
applications for assessment/processing and review decisions challenging negative outcomes 

 An increase in National Anti-Fraud Network checks  
 Processing/checking of housing applications for new housing sites with specific planning 

eligibility requirements and relets with local letting conditions that require individual scrutiny 
 Identifying/prioritising applicants on shortlists, awarded preference for specific properties eg 

those requiring ground floor accommodation that require individual assessment 
 

A small amount of the extra staffing capacity will be directed at the production of housing 
strategies/policies type activity with the postholder also leading on service analysis, informing 
the deployment of resources, corporate bulletins and DLUHC funding bids amongst many 
other important functions. 

 
8.2 The benefits of these proposals include: 
 

 Good customer service 
 More efficient case management, with less risk of the volume for individual staff members 

becoming unmanageable 
 More focus on homelessness prevention/relief activity to maintain demand for temporary 

accommodation within tolerable levels 
 Continued focus on minimising hotel use whenever possible 
 Proactive (rather than reactive) short- and longer-term service planning 

 
8.3 The DLUHC has awarded the Council just under £340k of Homelessness Prevention Grant for 

2022/23 to help it manage homelessness pressures and support those at the risk of 
homelessness.  The proposals contained in this report are consistent with DLUHC’s funding 
conditions.  

 
8.4 The proposed allocation of £80.7k for these proposals represent five years’ worth of additional 

staff cost that will be set aside on the understanding that any future staffing costs will be found 
within structural changes and/or available funding streams within/at the end of this five-year 
period.          

 
9.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 Local authorities’ homelessness duties are contained within the Housing Act 1996 Part VII, as 

amended by the Homelessness Reduction Act 2017 which placed significant new duties on 
English local housing authorities.  

 
9.2 When agreeing the Adoption of a new Housing Strategy (2019-2024) in March 2019, the 

Cabinet also resolved the following:  
 
In the event the MHCLG provides homelessness funding beyond the financial year 2019/20, 
the Cabinet authorises the Service Director – Regulatory, in consultation with the Executive 
Member for Housing and Environmental Health, to decide on the specific allocation of the 
funds in order to meet homelessness priorities, for the duration of the Strategy.  

 
 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 The cost of the proposal in this report (of £80.7k) would be funded from the Council’s 2022/23 

allocation of Homelessness Prevention Grant, which totals just under £340k.  
 
10.2 There are no specific capital implications. 
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11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1 There is a risk that case officers are asked to manage a high volume of initial general contacts, 

leading to a lack of preventative casework, higher levels of homelessness and increased 
numbers in temporary accommodation, including hotel placements.    

 
12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of their functions, 

give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, victimisation, to advance 
equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a protected 
characteristic and those who do not. 

 
12.2 There are no equalities implications arising as a result of this report. 
 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision. 
 
14. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
14.1. There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to this report. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
15.1 Should this proposal be agreed, the employment contracts of the two staff members will be 

reissued to reflect their new working hours.  
 
16. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
16.1 None. 
 
17. APPENDICES 
 
17.1 None. 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE:  

Signature of Executive Member Consulted:    
 
Date: 28 June 2022 
 
Signature of Decision Taker:  
 

 
 
Service Director - Regulatory 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to allow 
for scrutiny call-in.  
 
Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
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PR 3687                                                                                   27 June 2022 

Botanical invasion at North Herts Museum! 

An interactive installation of giant inflatable plants and flowers is coming to Hitchin from 9 July to 2 

October, encouraging kids to learn and have fun with botanicals.  

The museum in the centre of town has secured the special exhibition from visual artists Spacecadets 

Air Design whose hugely popular Blood and Bone exhibition was hosted by the museum in 2019. 

Exotic flowers from the botanical invasion and a giant cactus tunnel for children to walk through will 

take over the gallery and it’s all free to see! Activities for children on a botanical theme will also be 

taking place, please book online: www.northhertsmuseum.org 

Cllr Keith Hoskins, Executive Member for Enterprise and Arts, said: “Following the brilliant Blood and 

Bone exhibition we had a few years ago, we are pleased to welcome back Spacecadets with their 

colourful and spectacular display of giant inflatable botanicals which travels all over to cultural venues 

and festivals.”   

Cllr Tom Plater, Deputy Executive Member for Enterprise and Arts, added: “The museum will also be 

taking inspiration from the special installation by exhibiting some pressed flowers from the 

herbarium.” 

North Herts Museum is located in Brand Street, Hitchin, open Tue-Sat 10.30am-4.30pm and Sun 

11am-3pm, and general admission and this exhibition is free. For more information check out 

@northhertsmusuem on Facebook and Instagram, @nhertsmuseum on Twitter, visit the Museum 

website or call 01462 474554. 

ENDS 

For more information please contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 

 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

NORTH HERTS COUNCIL 

Council Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 3JF 

Telephone: (01462) 474000. Email: pressoffice@north-herts.gov.uk 
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PR 3688                                                                                   30 June 2022 

Join the plastic free revolution this July 

What are you doing in July? Why not start or continue your quest for reducing plastic waste and share your 

#PlasticFreePledge with us! Plastic Free July is a global movement urging everyone to limit their use of single-

use plastic. Don’t worry, no one is expecting you to go completely plastic-free, it’s all about reducing, reusing 

and recycling what we do use.  

The problem with plastic is that it’s derived from fossil fuels and much of it, especially single-use plastic such as 

drink bottles, carrier bags and takeaway containers, if not sent for recycling ends up being incinerated – its 

production and disposal emits millions of tonnes of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, contributing to 

climate change. In addition, plastic doesn’t biodegrade, it breaks down into micro particles that could 

contaminate our environment, with microplastics polluting our water and wildlife and even our food. 

What has the council done to reduce plastic?  

In 2019, we declared a climate emergency and are committed to become carbon neutral by 2030, as well as 

become a net zero carbon district by 2040. We follow a Climate Change Strategy and action plan and 

specifically around plastic we: 

 have worked with our contractors Stevenage Leisure Limited to reduce single-use plastic from our 

leisure facilities in Royston, Letchworth and Hitchin such as swapping blue plastic overshoes for flip 

flops. And did you know if you use a reusable cup in one of our leisure centre cafes we’ll top it up to 

large for free!  

 swapped disposable cups to glassware at the council offices and Hitchin Town Hall. 

 as well as providing a kerbside recycling service, we have installed more recycling bins in our parks and 

high streets so you can also recycle plastic on the go. 

 support county campaigns such as Herts Sustainable Periods and real nappies.  

What can I do? 

Firstly, even little changes can help make a big difference – try to give up one to three items of single-use 

plastic, even for a month will have an impact: 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

NORTH HERTS COUNCIL 

Council Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 3JF 

Telephone: (01462) 474000. Email: pressoffice@north-herts.gov.uk 
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 Use a refillable water bottle rather than buying bottled water and take a reusable cup when you go for 

that coffee – you can refill your water bottle at lots of places (check out the Refill app: www.refill.org.uk) 

including water fountains in parks and leisure facilities: 

o Avenue Park, Baldock 

o Bancroft Park, Hitchin 

o Hitchin Outdoor Swimming Pool 

o Letchworth Outdoor Swimming Pool 

o North Herts Leisure Centre, Letchworth 

o Priory Memorial Gardens, Royston.  

 We are all getting better at reducing our use of plastic carrier bags but make sure you always 

remember to take your cloth bags shopping – maybe leave them in your car – or if you get your food 

delivered refuse bags if you can.  

 

 Did you know period products can contain 90% fossil fuel-based plastic? There are lots of benefits to 

sustainable period products – they’ll save you money and are better for you and the planet. Or perhaps 

you have a child in nappies? Did you know avoiding just one day of disposable nappies saves around 

17 plastic bags worth of plastic! Switching to reusable nappies is easy, sustainable and needn't cost the 

earth – Hertfordshire residents get 15% discount on both schemes: WasteAware campaigns | Hertfordshire 

County Council  

Cllr Steve Jarvis, Executive Member for Environment and Leisure, said: “We can all reduce our use of single-

use plastics which cause untold devastation to the world’s environment, polluting our oceans and destroying 

wildlife. With everyone making small changes, we can all reduce our reliance on plastic – follow our top tips 

throughout July on social media to help you reduce your plastic use for the future.” 

Cllr Amy Allen, Executive Member for Recycling and Waste, added: “Although recycling plastic is important, and 

we have all the information about what you can recycle and where, reducing and even stopping the use and 

therefore production of certain types of plastic is vital in making a real difference to our planet. For instance, my 

family has swapped to getting milk delivered in glass bottles instead of buying it in single-use plastic bottles.”  

We’ll be tweeting information about reducing, reusing and recycling plastic and our top tips every day 

throughout July @NorthHertsDC. Share your #PlasticFreePledge with us on Twitter, or on Facebook, Instagram or 

Nextdoor.  

ENDS 

For more information please contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 
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PR 3689                                                                                   30 June 2022 

Plastic Free July – local groups and events 

Plastic Free July is a global movement urging everyone to limit their use of single-use plastic. Don’t worry, no 

one is expecting you to go completely plastic-free, it’s all about reducing, reusing and recycling what we do use.  

There are a number of local groups throughout North Herts working to help their communities, including 

businesses, schools, organisations and individuals, to reduce plastic waste and live more environmentally 

friendly. 

Hitchin 

Plastic Free Hitchin aims to free the town from unnecessary single-use plastics and reduce the town’s 

environmental impact. They are keen to recruit more people to take a pledge to stop using up to three single-

use plastic items and have three events in July that everyone is welcome at: 

Thursday 7 July – Hitchin Street Food Monthly at Market Square 4-9pm – Meet Myrtle the turtle and find out 

more about how to get involved with Plastic Free Hitchin. 

Sunday 10 July – Triangle Garden Party – crafting with Myrtle the turtle. 

Sunday 31 July – Pick'n'Nic at Windmill Hill – a litter pick followed by a plastic-free picnic for all the family. 

Baldock  

Baldock Beats Waste welcomes all helpers to a litter pick on Sunday 24 July from 10am to 12pm meeting in the 

High Street outside The White Lion.  

Royston 

Plastic Free Royston is brought to you by Royston Environmental Group (REG) with support from Royston Town 

Council. It currently has five businesses and three community allies signed up but needs more to achieve 

plastic free status! Chair of REG Cllr Carol Stanier said: “This doesn’t mean you have to be 100% plastic-free, 

that would be practically impossible! But we can all make big reductions in the amount that we consume – if 

every local business or group were to give up just one piece of single-use plastic, Royston and the world would 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

NORTH HERTS COUNCIL 

Council Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth, Herts. SG6 3JF 
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be a better place. Whoever you are, if you’re interested in helping Royston work towards the official plastic free 

status please get in touch via our website.” 

Sunday 3 July – Litter pick 2-4pm – please register your interest: frierley.com/roystonenvirogroup 

Letchworth  

Plastic Free Letchworth is managed by Transition Town Letchworth, a local group of volunteers who are working 

to build a more sustainable Letchworth. Recently their focus has been on persuading more businesses to be 

‘refill-friendly’ and promote this via the Refill app. In preparation for World Refill Day on the 16 June they 

undertook an audit of the town to encourage cafes to refill people’s own bottles, cups and containers. For 

instance, Vutie Beets, Miss Green Fingers and David’s Books café will fill up your reusable receptacles 

including your own lunch box! Fairhaven Wholefoods in Jubilee Road has a refill station for toiletries and 

household liquids, as has Bamboo Turtle, who additionally offer many foods through a refill service. 

For Plastic Free July, the team will be challenging local people to ‘refuse’ single-use plastic and share their 

ideas and solutions on social media on how to replace four common household objects: shampoo, deodorant, 

laundry liquids and cleaning sponges and cloths.  

Recognising that there is a way to go in reducing and eliminating single-use plastic, Transition Town Letchworth 

have a separate Terracycle project providing collection boxes in Morrisons, so that local people can drop off 

(clean and separated) hard to recycle plastic with Terracycle rewards going to local schools. Items collected 

include crisp packets, confectionary packaging, Pringles tubes, toothpaste tubes and some other dental 

products, and Aqua Optima Water Filters – please check the full details: 

www.transitionletchworth.org/terracycle  

Plastic Free Letchworth also have a stock of litter pickers that they are keen to lend to any community groups 

wanting to do their bit. 

To find out more about any of the groups search for them online and on social media.  

North Herts community surgeries  

Our Councillor Community Surgeries will have a plastic-free theme in July so why not pop along to find out more 

about reducing, reusing and recycling plastic:  

Saturday 2 July – Royston, Angel Pavement, 10-11.30am 

Saturday 2 July – Hitchin, Market Place, 10.30am-12pm 

Saturday 16 July – Letchworth, Garden Square Shopping Centre, 10.30am-12pm 
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Plastic Free Communities Surfers Against Sewage, which runs the plastic free initiative in England and Wales, said: 

“We do not expect communities to be totally plastic free. Our aim is to tackle the single-use plastic crisis, so 

that’s the avoidable stuff that’s everywhere. Things like plastic drinks bottles, disposable coffee cups, sachets, 

bathroom plastics, excessive food packaging, takeaway containers etc. These are the things that have a huge 

impact on our environment and which we can make changes to eliminate.” 

Councillor Steve Jarvis, Executive Member for Environment and Leisure, added: “We can all reduce our use of 

single-use plastics which cause untold devastation to the world’s environment, polluting our oceans and 

destroying wildlife. With everyone making small changes, we can all reduce our reliance on plastic – follow our 

top tips throughout July on social media to help you reduce your plastic use for the future.” 

We’ll be sharing these events and lots of information on our social media channels throughout July to help you 

reduce, reuse and recycle your plastic in July and beyond – please share your #PlasticFreePledge with us on 

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram or Nextdoor.  

ENDS 

For more information please contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


