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NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

AGENDA & REPORTS 
 

PUBLISHED WEEK COMMENCING  
31 OCTOBER 2022 

 
Planning Control Committee – 17 November 2022 

 
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS WEEK COMMENCING  

7 NOVEMBER 2022 
 

Extraordinary Full Council – 8 November 2022 
 

CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING  
7 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

 
 
 

 
None 

 

 
VICE-CHAIR’S ENGAGEMENTS WEEK COMMENCING 

7 NOVEMBER 2022 

 
Date Event Location 

  
None 

 

 
OTHER EVENTS WEEK COMMENCING  

7 NOVEMBER 2022 
 

Date Event Location 
 
 

 
None 
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https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/creativity-blossoms-flower-arranging


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have any queries regarding the notes below or 
any other issues relating to Grounds Maintenance, 
please do not hesitate to contact Thomas Ayres, 
Greenspace Manager on 01462 474518 or email: 
thomas.ayres@north-herts.gov.uk 
 
District Wide Issues 
Now that the weather is a little cooler and wetter the 
grass has started to grow again.  We have reinstated 
our normal schedules of grass cutting across the 
District which will continue until the winter. 
 
Many young trees have suffered over the summer and 
despite regular irrigation on a twice a week basis we 
have seen many losses.  Therefore, we are instigating 
a replacement planting program to ensure that our 
planting programs are maintained.   
 
Seasonal bedding designs saw a change of designs 
over the month of October with the summer displays 
being removed and replaced with autumn/spring 
designs.  These designs will be in place throughout 
the winter and spring. 
 
The dry hot summer has had a detrimental effect upon 
the quality of our football pitches which are showing 
signs of wear much earlier in the playing season than 
normal.  This will incur higher levels of maintenance 
over the autumn and winter to ensure that the pitches 
are available throughout the playing season.  We will 
not know the true impact of the recent summer until 
next year when the full condition of the pitches will be 
more obvious after the season concludes. 
 
Hedge cutting continues across the district for the final 
visit before the autumn/winter. 
 
The second application of herbicide for weed control 
in cracks, joints, and gutters of hard surfaces on the 
highways was completed in October.  This operation 
is roughly a month later than normal due to the hot 
summer and lack of weed growth. 
 
Baldock 
The cows at Weston Hills and sheep at Gibbet Hill 
have now left sites for the winter.  Again, the hot 
summer impacted grass growth, so the cows left site 
earlier than normal due to a lack of fresh grass. 

 
Letchworth 
The last piece of interactive equipment is now 
working at Jackman’s Central play area and is 
already being well used. 
 
Hitchin 
Last month saw the loss of a significant willow tree 
at St Mary’s Churchyard.  This created a lot of public 
interest with some pieces of the tree being retained 
by local groups to either cultivate seedlings from 
cuttings or to turn into carvings.  In addition, a large 
section of the trunk remains on site and has been 
carved into a bench which is been well used by 
visitors.  A replacement willow tree is currently being 
sourced for planting this autumn/winter. 
 
The renovation of the play area at Smithson’s is due 
to commence soon following public consultation over 
the summer.  Minor works will also be undertaken at 
King George 5th Play Area to replace the trim trail 
item of equipment which has become rotten. 
 
The volunteers at St John’s Cemetery achieved a 
Bronze Award at the recent CPRE (Council for the 
Protection of Rural England) ceremony at County 
Hall, Hertford for their hard work and blogs. 
 
Royston 
The BMX Club at Burns Road has successfully 
completed an upgrade of the BMX track for the 
benefit of local users and for club events. 
  
Great Ashby 
The conservation mowing regime of grass cutting 
on the large area adjacent Pryors Wood is also 
complete with one third left to provide winter habitat 
for insects etc. 
 
Works to renovate the junior items of play 
equipment in the play area at the District Park are 
due to commence soon and is also part of the work 
program for Smithson’s and King George 5th above. 

Green Space Briefing Note No 211 
November 2022 
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RESOURCES

MEMBERS
INFORMATION NOTE

Nominations to the Asset of Community Value register

Under the Assets of Community Value (Community Right to Bid) we may receive
nominations to list assets within our District, whether they are NHDC owned or not.
When a valid nomination is received, we will inform all Councillors.
Subsequently we will also notify Councillors of whether the listing nomination was
successful or not.

This note is to confirm that we have received a nomination, under the Localism Act,
from Gaping Lane Historic Gardens Community Association for Gaping Lane Historic
Gardens

If a nomination for an asset is accepted, no further actions are taken until such time
as the asset is to be put up for sale (or for disposal by a long lease).

If you have any queries regarding the interpretation of the "Right to Bid", please
contact Douglas Traill-Stevenson in Legal Services. I would be very grateful for any
comments you may have on this nomination by 4th Dec 22

Background:
The Dept of Communities & Local Government states that the initial requirements for
a valid nomination are:

A) a description of the nominated land including its proposed boundaries for the
purposes of the nomination.
B) any information the nominator has about the freeholders, leaseholders and current
occupants of the site.
C) the reasons for nominating the asset, explaining why the nominator believes the
asset meets the definition.
D) the nominator's eligibility to make the nomination.

For more information please contact:
Rachel Cooper
Controls, Risk and Performance Manager
Tel: 01462 474606
Email: Rachel.cooper@north-herts.gov.uk
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted – N/A

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: Regulatory

1. DECISION TAKEN

To approve a Town Police Clauses Act (1847) road closure for the Knebworth
Remembrance Day Service and Parade from 11.45 hrs-13.45 hrs on the 13th

November 2022. Affecting Park Lane, Old Knebworth between Old Knebworth Lane
and Hitchin Lane.

2. DECISION TAKER

Ian Fullstone, Director - Regulatory.

3. DATE DECISION TAKEN:

25th October 2022

4. REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 To close the roads to traffic for public safety to enable the Remembrance Day
Service and Parade to take place in Knebworth.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 None, the roads have been closed for Remembrance Day Service and Parade
previously.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 Ward Councillors were made aware of the proposed closure in advance of the Order
to close the roads being processed.  NHDC provide road closure notices to the
organiser as it is their responsibility to display them within the affected streets and
roads 2 weeks prior to the event to advise residents/local businesses etc. of the road
closure.

6.2 The applicant has confirmed they have consulted with local residents and
businesses.

7. FORWARD PLAN

7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.

8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

8.1 The organisers have completed the on-line application form which requires;
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 Confirmation of the road space being available and suitable diversion routes
with Hertfordshire Highways;

 Liaison with Hertfordshire Police;
 Provision of suitable public liability insurance.

8.2 The applicant has appointed an accredited traffic management company to facilitate
the road closure.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Under the Responsibilities for Functions-Summary Paragraph 14.2.1 of the
Constitution it states that decisions about non-executive functions may be delegated
by the Council to an Officer

9.2 Section 14.6.1(d) of the Constitution provides that Before taking a decision under
delegated powers which may be controversial or politically sensitive the officer shall
notify the relevant Cabinet Executive Member. Delegated decisions must be taken,
recorded and published in accordance with the Council’s Guidance 28 (or any
policy) on the statutory requirements and procedures’.

9.3 Under terms of reference 14.6.11(b)(x) of the Constitution, the Service Director:
Regulatory has delegated authority for traffic management including the street
closure orders.

9.4 Under terms of reference 14.6.9(xvi) of the Constitution, the Service Director: Legal
and Community has delegated authority for the attestation of the Council’s common
seal on relevant documents

9.5 The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 is frequently used by local councils to close
roads to allow public events such as processions or street parties to take place

10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1 The appropriate application fee has been paid.

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS

11.1 The applicant has the appropriate level of insurance cover, Hertfordshire Highways
and the Police have been consulted / notified of the proposed closure.

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

12.2 Road closures can have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable groups, including
those with mobility, sensory or other disabilities. Alternative access routes (as stated
in 7.1) seek to minimise the impacts that arise from the closures. Road closures are
required in order for public events to take place.  These public events may help to
‘foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and
those who do not.’
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12. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

12.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision.

13. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

13.1 None.

14. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Application Form and supporting documentation available on request.

15. APPENDICES

15.1. None.

NOTIFICATION DATE

Date sent to all Members, put on website and appears in MIS – Committee, Member &
Scrutiny Services can confirm this with you,

Signature of Executive Member Consulted ……

Date ……31st October 2022………………

Signature of Decision Taker ………

Please Note: that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.

Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS

8



RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted – N/A

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: Regulatory

1. DECISION TAKEN

To approve a Town Police Clauses Act (1847) road closure for the Letchworth
Remembrance Day Parade from 10.00 hrs – 11.45 hrs on the 13th November 2022.
Affecting Station Road, Station Place, Eastcheap junction with Leys Avenue, Bridge
Road.

2. DECISION TAKER

Ian Fullstone, Director - Regulatory.

3. DATE DECISION TAKEN:

25th October 2022

4. REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 To close the roads to traffic for public safety to enable the Remembrance Day event
to take place in Letchworth.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 None, the roads have been closed for the Remembrance Day event previously.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 Ward Councillors were made aware of the proposed closure in advance of the Order
to close the roads being processed.  NHDC provide road closure notices to the
organiser as it is their responsibility to display them within the affected streets and
roads 2 weeks prior to the event to advise residents/local businesses etc. of the road
closure.

6.2 The applicant has confirmed they have consulted with local residents and
businesses.

7. FORWARD PLAN

7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.

8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

8.1 The organisers have completed the on-line application form which requires;
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 Confirmation of the road space being available and any suitable diversion
routes with Hertfordshire Highways;

 Liaison with Hertfordshire Police;
 Provision of suitable public liability insurance by the applicant.

8.2 The applicant has arranged with the Police that they will facilitate the road closure
and that they will provide marshals at closure points. The applicant is also aware
that if for any operational reason the Police are unable to attend then the closure
cannot go ahead.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Under the Responsibilities for Functions-Summary Paragraph 14.2.1 of the
Constitution it states that decisions about non-executive functions may be delegated
by the Council to an Officer

9.2 Section 14.6.1(d) of the Constitution provides that Before taking a decision under
delegated powers which may be controversial or politically sensitive the officer shall
notify the relevant Cabinet Executive Member. Delegated decisions must be taken,
recorded and published in accordance with the Council’s Guidance 28 (or any
policy) on the statutory requirements and procedures’.

9.3 Under terms of reference 14.6.11(b)(x) of the Constitution, the Service Director:
Regulatory has delegated authority for traffic management including the street
closure orders.

9.4 Under terms of reference 14.6.9(xvi) of the Constitution, the Service Director: Legal
and Community has delegated authority for the attestation of the Council’s common
seal on relevant documents

9.5 The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 is frequently used by local councils to close
roads to allow public events such as processions or street parties to take place

10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1 The appropriate application fee has been paid.

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS

11.1 The applicant has the appropriate level of insurance cover, Hertfordshire Highways
and the Police have been consulted / notified of the proposed closure.

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

12.2 Road closures can have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable groups, including
those with mobility, sensory or other disabilities. Alternative access routes (as stated
in 7.1) seek to minimise the impacts that arise from the closures. Road closures are
required in order for public events to take place.  These public events may help to
‘foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and
those who do not.’
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12. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

12.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision.

13. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

13.1 None.

14. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Application Form and supporting documentation available on request.

15. APPENDICES

15.1. None.

NOTIFICATION DATE

Date sent to all Members, put on website and appears in MIS – Committee, Member &
Scrutiny Services can confirm this with you,

Signature of Executive Member Consulted ………

Date ……31st October 2022………………

Signature of Decision Taker ………

Please Note: that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.

Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted – N/A

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: Regulatory

1. DECISION TAKEN

To approve a Town Police Clauses Act (1847) road closure for the Armistice Day
Remembrance Service from 10.45 hrs until 11.15 hrs on the 11th November 2022.
Affecting Melbourn Street, Royston.

2. DECISION TAKER

Ian Fullstone, Director - Regulatory.

3. DATE DECISION TAKEN:

26th October 2022

4. REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 To close the roads to traffic for public safety to enable the Armistice Day
Remembrance Service to take place in Royston.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 None, the roads have been closed for the Armistice Day Remembrance Service
previously.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 Ward Councillors were made aware of the proposed closure in advance of the Order
to close the roads being processed.  NHDC provide road closure notices to the
organiser as it is their responsibility to display them within the affected streets and
roads 2 weeks prior to the event to advise residents/local businesses etc. of the road
closure.

6.2 The applicant has confirmed they have consulted with local residents and
businesses.

7. FORWARD PLAN

7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.

8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

8.1 The organisers have completed the on-line application form which requires;
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 Confirmation of the road space being available and suitable diversion routes
with Hertfordshire Highways;

 Liaison with Hertfordshire Police;
 Provision of suitable public liability insurance.

8.2 The applicant has arranged with the Police that they will facilitate the road closure. If
required, the organiser will need to provide marshals at the closure point. The
organiser is aware that should the Police be unable to facilitate the closure then the
road will remain open and the event may not be able to proceed.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Under the Responsibilities for Functions-Summary Paragraph 14.2.1 of the
Constitution it states that decisions about non-executive functions may be delegated
by the Council to an Officer

9.2 Section 14.6.1(d) of the Constitution provides that Before taking a decision under
delegated powers which may be controversial or politically sensitive the officer shall
notify the relevant Cabinet Executive Member. Delegated decisions must be taken,
recorded and published in accordance with the Council’s Guidance 28 (or any
policy) on the statutory requirements and procedures’.

9.3 Under terms of reference 14.6.11(b)(x) of the Constitution, the Service Director:
Regulatory has delegated authority for traffic management including the street
closure orders.

9.4 Under terms of reference 14.6.9(xvi) of the Constitution, the Service Director: Legal
and Community has delegated authority for the attestation of the Council’s common
seal on relevant documents

9.5 The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 is frequently used by local councils to close
roads to allow public events such as processions or street parties to take place

10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1 The appropriate application fee has been paid.

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS

11.1 The applicant has the appropriate level of insurance cover, Hertfordshire Highways
and the Police have been consulted / notified of the proposed closure.

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

12.2 Road closures can have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable groups, including
those with mobility, sensory or other disabilities. Alternative access routes (as stated
in 7.1) seek to minimise the impacts that arise from the closures. Road closures are
required in order for public events to take place.  These public events may help to
‘foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and
those who do not.’
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12. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

12.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision.

13. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

13.1 None.

14. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Application Form and supporting documentation available on request.

15. APPENDICES

15.1. None.

NOTIFICATION DATE

Date sent to all Members, put on website and appears in MIS – Committee, Member &
Scrutiny Services can confirm this with you,

Signature of Executive Member Consulted ……

Date ……31st October 2022………………

Signature of Decision Taker ………

Please Note: that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.

Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted – N/A

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: Regulatory

1. DECISION TAKEN

To approve a Town Police Clause Act (1847) road closure for the Royston
Remembrance Parade and Service from 8.30am until 12.30 hrs on the 13th

November 2022. Affecting Mill Road, Queens Road, Kneesworth Street, Melbourn
Street, Melbourn Road, Stamford Avenue and Mill Road, Royston

2. DECISION TAKER

Ian Fullstone, Director - Regulatory.

3. DATE DECISION TAKEN:

26th October 2022

4. REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 To close the roads to traffic for public safety to enable the Royston Remembrance
Parade and Service to take place in Royston.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 None, the roads have been closed for the Remembrance Parade and Service
previously.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 Ward Councillors were made aware of the proposed closure in advance of the Order
to close the roads being processed.  NHDC provide road closure notices to the
organiser as it is their responsibility to display them within the affected streets and
roads 2 weeks prior to the event to advise residents/local businesses etc. of the road
closure.

6.2 The applicant has confirmed they have consulted with local residents and
businesses.

7. FORWARD PLAN

7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.

8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS
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8.1 The organisers have completed the on-line application form which requires;

 Confirmation of the road space being available and use of an accredited
traffic management company to close the road and provide suitable diversion
routes with Hertfordshire Highways;

 Liaison with Hertfordshire Police;
 Provision of suitable public liability insurance.

8.2 The applicant has appointed an accredited and insured traffic management
company to facilitate the road closure.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Under the Responsibilities for Functions-Summary Paragraph 14.2.1 of the
Constitution it states that decisions about non-executive functions may be delegated
by the Council to an Officer

9.2 Section 14.6.1(d) of the Constitution provides that Before taking a decision under
delegated powers which may be controversial or politically sensitive the officer shall
notify the relevant Cabinet Executive Member. Delegated decisions must be taken,
recorded and published in accordance with the Council’s Guidance 28 (or any
policy) on the statutory requirements and procedures’.

9.3 Under terms of reference 14.6.11(b)(x) of the Constitution, the Service Director:
Regulatory has delegated authority for traffic management including the street
closure orders.

9.4 Under terms of reference 14.6.9(xvi) of the Constitution, the Service Director: Legal
and Community has delegated authority for the attestation of the Council’s common
seal on relevant documents

9.5 The Town Police Clauses Act 1847 is frequently used by local councils to close
roads to allow public events such as processions or street parties to take place

10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1 The appropriate application fee has been paid.

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS

11.1 The applicant has the appropriate level of insurance cover, Hertfordshire Highways
and the Police have been consulted / notified of the proposed closure.

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

12.2 Road closures can have a disproportionate impact on vulnerable groups, including
those with mobility, sensory or other disabilities. Alternative access routes (as stated
in 7.1) seek to minimise the impacts that arise from the closures. Road closures are
required in order for public events to take place.  These public events may help to
‘foster good relations between people who share a protected characteristic and
those who do not.’
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12. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

12.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision.

13. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

13.1 None.

14. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Application Form and supporting documentation available on request.

15. APPENDICES

15.1. None.

NOTIFICATION DATE

Date sent to all Members, put on website and appears in MIS – Committee, Member &
Scrutiny Services can confirm this with you,

Signature of Executive Member Consulted ……

Date ……31st October 2022………………

Signature of Decision Taker ………

Please Note: that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.

Call-in does not apply to NON-EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

PART 1 – PUBLIC DOCUMENT

Any interest to declare / or conflict and any dispensation granted: not applicable

SERVICE DIRECTORATE: LEGAL AND COMMUNITY

1. DECISION TAKEN

To consider the results of a public consultation and set the council’s taxi fare tariff for
all taxi journeys starting and ending in North Hertfordshire. With effect from 1
December 2022, the new tariff will be:

This represents an average increase of 13.85%.

2. DECISION TAKER

Cllr Sean Prendergast, Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health

3. DATE DECISION TAKEN

3 November 2022

4. REASON FOR DECISION

4.1 The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allows local authorities
to regulate the maximum tariff charged by taxis. Whilst there is no fixed period for a
tariff to remain in effect, the council has historically reviewed its tariff annually with
the new tariff (where applicable) taking effect around November.

4.2 Taxi fares were last increased in 2018 and the taxi trade has asked the council for
an increase to cover the increased cost of living, particularly fuel prices.
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4.3 The adopted taxi tariff is as advertised during the consultation period without the
mandatory discount proposed for vulnerable persons.

5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

5.1 The initial consultation was based on the final agreed tariff however it also included
a mandatory discount of 10% for vulnerable persons, initially defined as persons in
possession of a bus pass or UK Disability Card. Options considered:

 Proceed as advertised, including the discount

 Abandon the proposal and restart the process

 Remove the discount and amend the fare tariff

 Not proceed with the proposal in its entirety

As detailed below, there was significant opposition to the mandatory discount
proposed; therefore, the above options were not considered to be appropriate.

6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS
AND THE PUBLIC)

6.1 The consultation process is defined within section 65 of the Local Government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and has been followed.

6.2 Prior to the formal consultation process, the Executive Member and Deputy
Executive Member visited taxi ranks on a Friday evening and spoke with taxi drivers.
The licensing manager also asked for informal views from the trade on the closed
North Herts Taxi and Private Hire Licence Holders Facebook page and those
comments were summarised for the Executive Member and Deputy Executive
Member.

6.3 The North Herts Taxi Drivers Association was formed during the formal consultation
process and has engaged positively in the process with strong views on the impact
of a mandatory discount scheme. They have also been supported by the National
Private Hire and Taxi Association.

6.4 In accordance with the prescribed process, the proposal was advertised in The
Comet and The Royston Crow setting out how representations could be made and
the process that would be followed. A separate webpage was created outlining the
consultation and a number of social media posts referring to the consultation were
posted periodically by the communications team.

6.5 All consultation responses (in full) and a number of comments posted on the North
Herts Taxi and Private Hire Licence Holders Facebook page were provided to and
considered by the Executive Member, Deputy Executive Member and Service
Director - Legal and Community.

6.6 A meeting was held with the Leader of the Council, Deputy Leader of the Council,
Executive Member for Housing and Environmental Health, Deputy Executive
Member for Housing and Environmental Health, Managing Director, Service Director
– Legal and Community, and the licensing manager to discuss the consultation
responses.

7. FORWARD PLAN

7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to
in the Forward Plan.
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8. RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS

8.1 A key consideration was that the current fare tariff was introduced on 12 November
2018 and has not been increased since. The trade put forward convincing
arguments that the current economic crisis, in particular rising fuel costs in recent
years, necessitated a significant rise in fares.

8.2 It has always been the council’s position that the taxi tariff should be suitably placed
in the National League Tables of Fares1 to reflect the high standards of vehicles and
drivers required by the council and the local economic position compared to other
areas of the country. Consideration is also given to ensuring that the position in the
National Tables is comparable to other Hertfordshire authorities and neighbouring
authorities.

8.3 North Herts have ordinarily been positioned in the top quartile in the fares league
tables however currently sit in joint 164th position as most other authorities have
increased fares over the past year. The new tariff will position North Herts at joint
46th in the league tables.

8.4 Comparing North Herts to neighbouring authorities, based on a two-mile journey
which is the lowest comparable journey that is consistent across all tariffs, produces
the following:

8.5 Feedback from the taxi trade is that most of the journeys are short distances around
the main towns. The following table shows how the shorter distances are a lower
percentage increase to help ensure that vulnerable persons relying on taxis pay less
of an increase than longer journeys which are, typically, undertaken by those more
likely to a higher disposable income.

1 349 authorities set taxi fare tariffs in the UK
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8.6 The intention of the original proposal, which included a mandatory discount for
vulnerable persons2, was to balance the need for a viable local transport service
against the economic pressures on the community, particularly the elderly and
vulnerable that often rely on taxis to undertake essential journeys.

8.7 Only 5 public responses were received from a population of 133, 2143, the precis of
the responses is as follows:

 Fares should increase and clarification about disability bus passes
 Fares already too expensive
 Allow Uber in Letchworth
 Do carers qualify for discounts?
 Fares already expensive compared to neighbouring authorities

8.8 Of the 183 persons currently licensed to drive a taxi in North Herts, 95 responses
(52.2%) were received. In addition, 12 private hire drivers replied (as a few private
hire vehicles voluntarily use the same taxi meter tariff) and 3 of the largest operators
replied (Eurocabs, Boxalls, and Butler Meltax). A precis of the responses is as
follows:

 Every response objected to the proposed vulnerable person discount
 Many drivers claim they already offer voluntary discounts to persons that

need them and should be allowed to continue this practice without mandating
it for every driver

 A small number of drivers asked for a greater increase
 No objections were received against the proposed fare tariff, excluding the

discount, save for the small number of drivers that wanted a higher increase
 The NHTDA (local trade association) raised a number of specific questions

about the practicalities of administering a mandatory discount scheme:

8.9 Licensing officers were concerned about enforcement of the proposed mandatory
discount scheme / related complaints. They were also concerned about the
deterioration of the working relationship with the trade which had been significantly
impacted by the proposed discount scheme, mainly as the trade saw it as an officer-
led proposal.

2 A person who holds a bus pass or national disability card
3 Office for National statistics 2018 estimate
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8.10 Although no other authorities offer a mandatory discount scheme, a few Councils
(such as St Albans City and District Council, and Cambridge City Council) currently
offers a council-funded taxi voucher scheme, whereby eligible customers can obtain
vouchers up to a fixed amount from the council. The vouchers can be used to pay
for taxi journeys and the drivers re-claim the voucher value from the council. Officers
are researching the administration of the scheme and seeking views on its
effectiveness, for consideration in the next municipal year, for implementation 2024,
subject to budgetary/ cost, and resource implications for the Council.

8.11 The current priority was to ensure that the trade received a fare increase to assist
them in the current economic climate, particularly given the current tariff is now 4
years old.

8.12 Restoring the working relationship with the trade and exploring a taxi voucher
scheme will be the next follow-on actions with the trade and for the Council.

9. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

9.1 Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 sets out
the prescribed process to be followed when amending a taxi tariff.

9.2 The power to set fares is an executive decision however has not been reserved for
the Cabinet and has been delegated to the Executive Member – Housing and
Environmental Health under section 14.6.8 (b) (xiii) of the Constitution.

9.3 The Service Director - Legal and Community has been consulted throughout the
process, considered and reviewed the legalities and endorsed the decision.

9.4 The Council should give adequate weight to the consultation responses as required
by section 65 (4) of the 1976 Act. Given that there is a majority of the trade against
the proposal to introduce mandatory discounts (100% of the trade who responded
with over 50% of the trade participation), and no appreciable support for the scheme
from the public, the decision taken is a reasonable reflection of the legal
requirements.

9.5 One other issue may be relevant in terms of fares proposed and that is the current
and emerging updated Best Practice Taxi and Private Hire licensing DoT guidance
(2010), which was subject to an updating consultation this year (and currently the
response to this is being considered by the government). This guidance is general
Taxi licensing in nature and non-statutory; however, the following part of the
proposed DoT guidance 2022 (which is reflective of the current 2010 good practice
guidance wording) is of relevance:

10.2
“…Authorities should consider adopting a simple formula for deciding on fare
changes as this will increase understanding and improve the transparency of the
process for passengers. The Department recommends that in reviewing fare rates,
authorities should pay particular regard to the needs of the travelling public, with
reference both to what it is reasonable to expect people to pay but also to the need
to give taxi drivers the ability to earn a sufficient income and so incentivise them to
provide a service when it is needed…”

To the extent relevant, the fares set should be clear, understandable and balance
the needs to the travelling public as against the ability for the trade to earn a living.
The decision taken reflects those requirements.
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10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

10.1 Licensing case law has clarified the legislative position that councils can recover
their reasonable costs of administration and enforcement through licensing fees
therefore there is no cost to the Council from this consultation process.

11. RISK IMPLICATIONS

11.1 There is a risk that the trade challenge the decision of the council through the courts
which can only be by way of Judicial Review.  The decision would have to be shown
to be unlawful or unreasonable for a challenge to be successful.  The correct legal
process has been followed and the decision is reasonable based on all available
evidence provided by officers and by the trade.

12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of
their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment,
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not.

12.2 The discount scheme would potentially have provided some positive benefits to a
group with a protected characteristic (disability). However, as indicated there were
only 5 public responses received, and none apparently in support of the proposal.
The Council, will, however, as indicated, be looking at voucher schemes to see
whether this would be feasible in the future.

13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS

13.1 The Social Value Act and “go local” policy do not apply to this decision.

14. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

14.1. There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to this
decision.

15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

15.1 There are no additional resourcing implications as a result of this decision.

16. BACKGROUND PAPERS

16.1 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

16.2 The National League Tables of Taxi Fares
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NOTIFICATION DATE

Date notified to Members in MIS: 4 November 2022
Last date for call-in: 14 November 2022
Decision to take effect (if not called-in): 1 December 2022

Signature of Officer Consulted:

Date: 2.11.22

Signature of Decision Taker:

Please Note
That unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be implemented
until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been taken to allow for
scrutiny call-in.
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RECORD OF DECISION MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
 
Any interest to declare/ or conflict and any dispensation granted [if applicable]  
 
SERVICE DIRECTORATE:  PLACE 
 
 
1. DECISION TAKEN 
 
1.1 To approve to hold a Walking with Snowman Trail event using Bancroft Recreation 

Ground, Hitchin Library outside area and St Maryôs Churchyard, Hitchin in 
conjunction with other locations throughout the town commencing 17th November 
2022 until 31st January 2023. 

 
2. DECISION TAKER 
 
2.1.      Andrew Mills, Service Manager Greenspace 
 
3. DATE DECISION TAKEN: 
 
3.1       1st November 2022 
 
 
4. REASON FOR DECISION 
 
4.1       To support the organisers to provide an event for the whole community. 
 
5. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
5.1 The organisers have approached North Herts Council to host this event.   
 
6. CONSULTATION (INCLUDING THE EFFECT ON STAKEHOLDERS, PARTNERS 

AND THE PUBLIC) 
 
6.1   Consultation has been undertaken with colleagues and the Safety Advisory Group. 
 
7. FORWARD PLAN 
 
7.1 This decision is not a key Executive decision and has therefore not been referred to 

in the Forward Plan. 
 
8. BACKGROUND/ RELEVANT CONSIDERATIONS 
 
8.1 The organisers have approached NHC for approval to use these locations for their 
            event. 
 
9.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
9.1 The authority has an obligation to ensure that the public open spaces it maintains 

are at a standard that are safe for everyone to use.  Additionally, the authority has 
an obligation to ensure that any environmentally sensitive environment is not 
damaged due to actions or intentions of others. 

 
10. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
10.1 There are no financial risks as this opportunity is generating income.   
 
11. RISK IMPLICATIONS 
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11.1 There are no risk implications.  However, risk assessments have been considered to  
            endeavour that this is a covid 19 safe event. 
 
12. EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS 
 
12.1 In line with the Public Sector Equality Duty, public bodies must, in the exercise of 

their functions, give due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, harassment, 
victimisation, to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between 
those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not. 

 
12.2 Central Government and national groups have expressed the continued importance 

of public Green Space in the health and well-being of communities. From April 2013 
local authorities at county level are required to take on the statutory duty to improve 
the health of their communities as required by the Health and Social Care Act 2012 
and with it, to acquire many of the public health services currently the responsibility 
of the NHS. The use of open spaces, parks, playgrounds and relevant leisure 
facilities are promoted in terms of reducing the impact of obesity on long term health, 
the importance in the management of wellbeing and in aiding relaxation, as well as 
sensoryô enjoyment. 

 
13. SOCIAL VALUE IMPLICATIONS 
 
13.1 The event is open to everyone. 
 
14. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS  

 
14.1 There are no known Environmental impacts or requirements that apply to the 
            actions. 
 
15. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
15.1 This item of work is contained within the Place Directorate existing work programs. 
 
16. BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
16.1 Application form and supporting documents 
 
17. APPENDICES 
 
17.1 None 
 
NOTIFICATION DATE – 4th November 2022  
 
 
Signature of Executive Member Consulted ………Not Applicable……… 
 
Date ……1st November 2022……….. 

Signature of Decision Taker …………… ……………………………………… 
 
Please Note:  that unless urgency provisions apply EXECUTIVE decisions cannot be 
implemented until 5 clear working days have elapsed after the decision has been 
taken to allow for scrutiny call-in.  
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NORTH HERTS COUNCIL
PLANNING CONTROL
COUNCIL OFFICES, GERNON ROAD, LETCHWORTH, HERTS SG6 3JF

LIST OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN WEEK ENDING: 04/11/2022
DEADLINE FOR COUNCILLORS' CALL IN: 24/11/2022

EAST TEAM
Application No. Applicant/Agent Address Location Address, Applicant Name & Proposal

Ashwell Parish Council
22/02795/FPH Inigo Architecture Ltd Mr Neil 

Hansford
The Firs, 81 Station Road, Lower 
Stondon, SG16 6JN

Ashridge Farm Cottage
7 Ashwell Street
Ashwell
Baldock
Hertfordshire
SG7 5QF

Mr & Mrs Julian Christie

Single storey front, single storey side (north west elevation), two storey 
rear and first floor side (north west elevation) extension, enclosure of 
existing carport to form a garage and partial conversion of existing 
garage to habitable accommodation. Alterations to external wall 
finishes.

22/02796/FPH Linx Design & Build Mr Roberto 
Faratro
86 90 Paul St, London, EC2A 4NE

High Acre
Partridge Hill
Ashwell
Baldock
Hertfordshire
SG7 5QZ

Mr and Mrs Paul and Eeva Amer

Single storey rear orangery extension and side dormer with clock tower; 
replacement front porch and addition of covered front and side veranda;  
alterations to the roof by removing the existing hip end to the gable roof 
and continuing gable end to top of roof; alterations to fenestration and 
addition of external white timber cladding; alterations to existing garage 
including enlarged front dormer window and rear roof lights; external 
landscaping including installation of a swimming pool following 
demolition of existing single storey rear extension; erection of electric 
timber gates.

22/02812/TCA Mr Ewan Habben Hbn Trees
61 Moorymead Close, Watton At 
Stone, SG14 3HF, United Kingdom

69 High Street
Ashwell
Hertfordshire
SG7 5NP

Mr Ewan Habben

Ash - Reduce 1 branch back behind fence line to suitable growth point 
by approx 3m

Baldock
22/02766/NCS Extend Mr Dave Pucknell

68 Queen Street, Hitchin, Herts, 
SG4 9TS

19 Grosvenor Road
Baldock
Hertfordshire
SG7 6NY

Mr Smith

Single storey rear extension  (following demolition of existing rear 
conservatory) with the following dimension:
Length as measured from rear wall of original dwelling  - 3.60 metres
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NORTH HERTS COUNCIL
PLANNING CONTROL
COUNCIL OFFICES, GERNON ROAD, LETCHWORTH, HERTS SG6 3JF

LIST OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN WEEK ENDING: 04/11/2022
DEADLINE FOR COUNCILLORS' CALL IN: 24/11/2022

22/02804/FPH RTM Design Mr Richard Collin
27 St Andrews Close, SLIP END, 
LU1 4DE

46 The Leas
Baldock
Hertfordshire
SG7 6HZ

Mr & Mrs Dinh

Single storey side and part single, part two storey rear extension 
following demolition of existing side/rear outbuildings.

Letchworth Garden City
22/02762/LBC Mrs Kate Tomlinson

11 Westholm, Letchworth Garden 
City, Hertfordshire, SG6 4JB

11 Westholm
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 4JB

Mrs Kate Tomlinson

Replacement of front entrance door and side light with new timber front 
door and side light. 
Replacement of French doors and split transom side lights on rear 
elevation with timber French doors and non-openable side lights.

22/02767/FPH Extending Solutions Mr Darryl Parry
11 High Street, Baldock, SG7 6AZ

12 Lindencroft
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 4NL

Mr Will Jones

Two storey rear extension, alterations to front and side elevations doors 
and windows, insertion of first floor side elevation window and erection 
of one 1-bed single storey detached annexe following demolition of 
existing detached garage.  Replacement and enlargement of existing 
drive.

22/02779/LDCP Your Plans UK Mr Harrison Eales
Suite A2, Stevenage, SG1 3UN

15 Bowershott
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 2ES

Mr Gareth Codd

Insertion of rooflights to existing side and rear roofslopes to facilitate 
conversion of loftspace into habitable accommodation.

22/02784/FPH Wastell & Porter Architects Ltd Mr 
Mark Scott
Bancroft House, 34 Bancroft, 
Hitchin, SG5 1LA

31 North Avenue
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 1DH

Mr B Walker

Single storey rear extension following demolition of existing detached 
garage.
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NORTH HERTS COUNCIL
PLANNING CONTROL
COUNCIL OFFICES, GERNON ROAD, LETCHWORTH, HERTS SG6 3JF

LIST OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN WEEK ENDING: 04/11/2022
DEADLINE FOR COUNCILLORS' CALL IN: 24/11/2022

22/02790/TCA Mr Dudley Jooste
Manor Farm, Roxley Court Lane, 
Willian, Letchworth, SG6 2AH, 
United Kingdom

Wing 1 Lower
Spirella Building
Bridge Road
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 4ET

Mr Dudley Jooste

Various works as per report
22/02791/FPH Pentangle Design Group Mr Gareth 

Leech
Suite 1, 21 Bancroft , Hitchin, SG5 
1JW, United Kingdom

34 Pasture Road
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 3LS

Mr Jagtar Bachra

Replacement roof incorporating raising height of roof and addition of 
front and rear roof lights to facilitate the addition of 2nd floor 
accommodation. Two storey front extension incorporating single garage 
and single storey rear extension, external cladding, repositioned front 
door, alterations to fenestration including first floor side 'Juliette'  
balcony and alterations to existing pedestrian access.

22/02794/TCA Mr Paul McKenna
One Garden City, Broadway, 
Letchworth GC, SG6 3BF, United 
Kingdom

65 The Crescent
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 1SW

Mr Paul McKenna

T1 Sycamore - Fell
22/02801/FPH Plans To Expand Mr Geoffrey 

Phillips
97 Mildmay Road, STEVENAGE, 
SG1 5RS

13 Wilbury Road
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 4JW

Mr Gurvinder Sokhi

Erection of detached front elevation garage, insertion of side elevation 
door and windows to facilitate conversion of garage to create an annexe 
with glazed passageway to link to main dwelling following blocking up 
side and rear windows, and erection of boundary wall to front elevation 
and replace existing driveway surfacing.

22/02805/LDCP Improve It Design Ltd Mr John 
Williams
9 Broadstone, Dartmouth, TQ6 9NR, 
United Kingdom

5 The Dale
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 3SG

Mr N Awan

Replace existing detached front elevation garage door and roof, replace 
existing rear elevation window and replace existing window and 
entrance door to side elevation to facilitate conversion of garage into 
habitable accommodation.
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NORTH HERTS COUNCIL
PLANNING CONTROL
COUNCIL OFFICES, GERNON ROAD, LETCHWORTH, HERTS SG6 3JF

LIST OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN WEEK ENDING: 04/11/2022
DEADLINE FOR COUNCILLORS' CALL IN: 24/11/2022

22/02807/FPH ATK Designs Mr Keith Atkinson
Ashurst Cottage, Birchwood, 
Storridge, Malvern, WR13 5HA, 
United Kingdom

9 Saffron Hill
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 4DB

Mrs J Butler

Single storey side and rear extension and replace existing side 
extension roof.

22/02816/FPH JBE Mr James Burton
65 Shefford Road, Clifton, SG17 
5RQ, United Kingdom

122 West View
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 3QJ

Mr David Christon

Single storey rear extension and replace ground floor kitchen windows.
22/02835/TCA Mrs Apryl Goodwin

North Hertfordshire Homes, 
Blackhorse Road, SG6 1HA, United 
Kingdom

55 Spring Road
Letchworth Garden City
Hertfordshire
SG6 3SJ

Mrs Apryl Goodwin

T1 Sycamore - Crown reduce due to overhang in 60 Campers Avenue
St Pauls Walden Parish Council
22/02815/TCA Mrs Carol Shadbolt Neil Shadbolt 

Tree Surgery Ltd
18 Bowland Crescent, Dunstable, 
LU6 3QD

Old Hall Court
1 Horn Hill
Whitwell
Hertfordshire

James Penfold

3x Hornbeam - Reduce approx as previously (2-3ft ) on embankment at 
front of property

Therfield Parish Council
22/02789/FPH Hertford Planning Service Mr John 

Myring
Westgate House, 37-41 Castle 
Street, Hertford, SG14 1HH, United 
Kingdom

Slate Hall
Rooks Nest Lane
Therfield
Royston
Hertfordshire
SG8 9RB

Mr & Mrs J & A Sapsed

Single storey rear extension

WEST TEAM
Application No. Applicant/Agent Address Location Address, Applicant Name & Proposal

Codicote Parish Council
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LIST OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED IN WEEK ENDING: 04/11/2022
DEADLINE FOR COUNCILLORS' CALL IN: 24/11/2022

22/02721/FP David French Partnership LLP Mr 
Andrew Evans
43 Guildford Street, Luton, LU1 2NQ

107 High Street
Codicote
Hertfordshire
SG4 8XE

Katie Donald

Raise the roof height and part two storey and part single storey side 
extension to facilitate the change of use of existing office building to 
provide one 4-bed dwelling (as a variation of planning permission 
22/02078/FP granted 13.09.2022)

Graveley Parish Council
22/02681/PNMA Your Plans UK Mr Harrison Eales

Suite A2, Stevenage, Herts, SG1 
3UN

The Studio
Manor Farm
Church Lane
Graveley
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG4 7BN

Mr David Sandford

Conversion of first floor office (use class E) into one 1-bed dwelling (use 
class C3)

Hitchin
22/02776/LDCP LPS Architecture Mr Young

18 Langham Barns, Langham Lane, 
Colchester, CO4 5ZS

62 Symonds Road
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 2JL

Mr Leigh Felton

Conversion of garage to create storage, utility and W/C
22/02786/LDCP Jeremy Williams-Leroy Architect 

Jeremy Williams-Leroy
1 The Limes, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 
SG5 2AY

91 Redhill Road
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 2NY

Mr And Mrs Dengremont

Erection of front porch and single storey side and rear extension
22/02788/DD Barker Parry Town Planning Ltd Mr 

Charles Welham
33 Bancroft, Hitchin, Herts, SG5 
1LA

2 Hampden Road
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG4 0LD

Hitchin Property Trust

Demolition of existing laundrette building
22/02799/TPO Mr Jack Emmerson

14 Chiltern road, Hitchin, SG4 9PJ
5 Pirton Close
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 2BU

Mr Jack Emmerson

T1 Beech - 20% reduction to previous points.  T2 Walnut - 30% 
reduction to good growth.
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22/02800/TCA Emmerson
14 Chiltern road, Hitchin, SG4 9PJ

14 Chiltern Road
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG4 9PJ

Mr Jack Emmerson

T1 - Lime tree, 20% reduction, thin & cut back from rear garage
Ickleford Parish Council
22/02644/FP Mr Kevin Morgan

The Old George , Arlesey Road, 
Ickleford, Hertfordshire, SG5 3UX

The Old George 
Arlesey Road
Ickleford
Hertfordshire
SG5 3UX

Mr Kevin Morgan

Retention of stretch tent for a temporary period of ten years.
22/02765/FP Peter George Town Planning Mr 

Tom Donovan
Nine Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 
1GE

21 St Katherines Close
Ickleford
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 3XS

Mr and Mrs A King

Erection of an end-of-terrace two-bedroom dwelling following the 
demolition of the existing detached garage and minor alterations to the 
existing dwelling, together with associated parking area, private 
residential gardens, hard and soft landscaping for both the existing and 
proposed dwellings.

Pirton Parish Council
22/02745/FPH Russell  Linard Russell  Linard

33 Green Street, Stevenage, Herts, 
SG1 3DS

8 Docklands
Pirton
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 3QF

Mr And Mrs Gore

Part two storey and part single storey side and rear extensions following 
demolition of existing conservatory. Insertion of three rooflights to front 
roofslope to facilitate conversion of loft space into habitable 
accommodation and entrance porch canopy.

22/02798/TCA Mr Jack Emmerson
14 Chiltern road, Hitchin, SG4 9PJ

57 West Lane
Pirton
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG5 3QP

Mr Jack Emmerson

T1 Cherry - 30% canopy thin retaining shape, lifting of lower limbs to 4m 
to provide clearance.

St Ippolytts Parish Council
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22/02716/LDCP Mr Mark Reynolds
20 Waterdell Lane, St Ippolyts, 
Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG4 7QZ

20 Waterdell Lane
St Ippolyts
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG4 7QZ

Mr Mark Reynolds

Erection of lean to garage to side elevation of existing dwelling
Wymondley Parish Council
22/02731/FP Mr Jack Nethercott

Whitehouse Farm, Whitehouse 
Lane, DY3 4PE, United Kingdom

Greenfields Cattery
1 Willian Road
Great Wymondley
Hitchin
Hertfordshire
SG4 7ET

Mr Jack Nethercott

Erection of two storey detached building to provide three bay garage 
including storage space and office above.

22/02763/FP Wastell & Porter Architects Ltd Mr 
Mark Scott
Bancroft House, 34 Bancroft, 
Hitchin, SG5 1LA

Land West Of Chantry Lane
Todds Green
Stevenage
Hertfordshire

Mr T Browne

Change of use of land, shed and part of barn from agriculture to dog 
exercise park (sui Generis)
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List of Planning Decisions
Week Ending 04/11/2022

(Including Withdrawn decisions)

EAST TEAM

Application No:
20/01350/LBC

Location: The Cabinet High Street Reed Royston Hertfordshire SG8 8AH

Applicant Name: Mr R Newman
Description:Internal and external alterations (majority of which is retention
of) including kitchen flue (part enclosed by boarding), enclosure of smoking
shelter to form store and formation of additional store alongside on site of
previous fuel store (as also covered under ref: 20/02430/FP and as
amended by plan nos. P001 Rev G and P002 Rev F received on
13/04/2021).

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Refused

Application No:
21/01559/OP

Location: Beckfield Farm Beckfield Lane Green End Sandon Buntingford
Hertfordshire SG9 0RL
Applicant Name: Mr Guy Butler-Henderson
Description:Erection of one detached 4-bed dwelling (all matters
reserved).

Appeal Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Appeal Dismissed

Application No:
22/01247/FPH

Location: 102 Gaunts Way Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6
4PN
Applicant Name: Mr Aaron Eastwood
Description:Single storey front extension.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/01963/FPH

Location: 29 Queens Road Royston Hertfordshire SG8 7AN

Applicant Name: Ms Katherine Grainger
Description:First floor rear extension over existing rear extension
(amended plans received 09.10.2022).

Decision:

Decision Date:
01/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02198/FPH

Location: 37 Cloisters Road Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6
3JR
Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs Richard Surridge
Description:Part single, part two storey rear extension and alterations to
fenestration including insertion of side facing windows.

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02281/FPH

Location: Hillcrest Shaftenhoe End Bogmoor Road Barley Royston
Hertfordshire SG8 8LD
Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs G & A Kennion
Description:Insertion of rooflight to existing front elevation roofslope and
internal alterations to form new bedroom at first floor.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02355/FPH

Location: 66 Maycroft Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6 4QD

Applicant Name: Mr Mark Nunn
Description:Single storey wrap around front/side extension, relocation of
existing front entrance to side elevation, two storey rear extension and
replacement of existing fenestration following demolition of existing front
porch, side elevation garage and store and rear outbuildings.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02359/FPH

Location: 1 Hawthorn Close Royston Hertfordshire SG8 7JR

Applicant Name: Miss Polly Debnam
Description:Single storey front and side extension (as amended by plans
received 17th October 2022 and 1st November 2022).

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02431/FPH

Location: 1 Flint Cottages Mill End Sandon Buntingford Hertfordshire SG9
0RN
Applicant Name: Mrs Kelly Ward
Description:Erection of front porch and wood store.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission
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(Including Withdrawn decisions)

EAST TEAM

Application No:
22/02445/FPH

Location: 10 Glebe Road Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6 1DR

Applicant Name: Mr Chris Soley
Description:Single storey rear extension.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02479/FPH

Location: 46 Field Crescent Royston Hertfordshire SG8 7LA

Applicant Name: Mr Hoani
Description:Single storey front extension, two storey rear extension and
insertion of ground and first floor windows to existing side elevation
following demolition of existing porch canopy.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02521/FPH

Location: 6 Souberie Avenue Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6
3JA
Applicant Name: Mrs Caroline Hooper
Description:Replace and enlarge existing rear patio door.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02530/SO

Location: Land Between Slip End Booster Station Ashwell And Wicker Hall
Reservoir Royston Slip End Hertfordshire
Applicant Name: Kate Drewett Dalcour Maclaren
Description:Screening Opinion: Water trunk main between the existing
operational sites of Slip End Booster Station and Wicker Hall Reservoir

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Not Required

Application No:
22/02538/TCA

Location: 340 Norton Way South Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire
SG6 1TA
Applicant Name: Mr Richard Thackeray
Description:Eucalyptus - Remove. Liquid Amber - Remove

Decision:

Decision Date:
01/11/2022

No Objection

Application No:
22/02550/FPH

Location: 8 Baldock Road Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6 3LB

Applicant Name: Mr & Mrs J Coyle
Description:Single storey rear extension, first floor extension over existing
rear extension and insertion of dormer window to existing rear roofslope
following demolition of existing side elevation porch.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02584/TCA

Location: 55 Lytton Avenue Letchworth Garden City Hertfordshire SG6
3HY
Applicant Name: Mr Nick Hurst
Description:2 x Conifers - Remove.  Plum - Reduce by approx 20%

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

No Objection

Application No:
22/02595/TPO

Location: 34c Kneesworth Street Royston Hertfordshire SG8 5AB

Applicant Name: Miss Joanne Hilliard
Description:Silver birch - Reduce the crown by 30% and also reduce one
branch to prevent sway.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Consent

Application No:
22/02620/TPO

Location: 132 Layston Park Royston Hertfordshire SG8 9DY

Applicant Name: Dr Stephan Liwicki
Description:Alder - Fell

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Consent

Application No:
22/02624/NMA

Location: Site Of Former Freeman House Radburn Way Letchworth
Garden City Hertfordshire SG6 2LH
Applicant Name: c/o agent Herts Living Ltd
Description:Minor change to the rear garden boundary of Plot 4 (as
non-material amendment to Reserved Matters Application 19/01992/RM
granted on 11.11.2019).

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Agreed

Application No:
22/02677/TCA

Location: The Limes Church Lane Therfield Royston Hertfordshire SG8
9QD
Applicant Name: M J Sterland
Description:Sycamore - Reduce by 50%

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

No Objection
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EAST TEAM

Application No:
22/02732/EC

Location: Telecommunication Mast Adjacent To Firestation (hrt 7191)
Baldock Street Royston Hertfordshire SG8 5BD
Applicant Name: Maxema Ltd Craig Horn
Description:The replacement of the existing 12.5m monopole with a new
20m monopole (accommodating 6no. new antennas, the installation of
equipment within existing cabinets (removal of 1no. cabinet), along with
minor ancillary works.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

No Objection

WEST TEAM

Application No:
17/01464/1

Location: Land Adjacent To Oaklea And South Of Cowards Lane Codicote
SG4 8UN
Applicant Name: Warden Developments Limited
Description:Outline application for a residential development for up to 83
dwellings (all matters reserved except access) (as amended by plans and
documents received 4th January 2019 and 21st January 2022).

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
21/02350/DOC

Location: Knebworth House Knebworth Park Old Knebworth Knebworth
Hertfordshire SG3 6PY
Applicant Name: Mr R George
Description:Condition 6 - scheme and/or method of remediation (as
Discharge of Condition of planning permission 21/00290/FP granted
28.05.2021).

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Approval of Details

Application No:
22/01638/FPH

Location: 63 High Street Codicote Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 8XD

Applicant Name: Ms and Mrs Katharine and Sarah Gillings and Coleclou
Description:Rebuilding of rear boundary brick wall and part of side
boundary brick wall and repair of curtilage listed outhouse

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/01639/LBC

Location: 63 High Street Codicote Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 8XD

Applicant Name: Ms and Mrs Katharine and Sarah Gillings and Coleclou
Description:Rebuilding of rear boundary brick wall and part of side
boundary brick wall and repair of curtilage listed outhouse

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Consent

Application No:
22/01703/FPH

Location: The Lodge  Elmside Walk Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 1HB

Applicant Name: Mr David McIntosh
Description:Erection of a single-storey wrap-around extension with canopy
to south and east elevations following the demolition of the existing
single-storey lean-to extension to east elevation, two-storey extension to
east elevation to facilitate new internal staircase and
associated structural works, replacement windows and doors. Replacement
1.8m high close-boarded fencing and vehicular access gate. Hard/soft
landscaping works including new raised platform and pool (amended by
plans received on 26 and 27 October 2022).

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/01834/FP

Location: Land To The North Of Lilley Bottom Lilley Hertfordshire LU2 8LH

Applicant Name: Mr Simon Andrews
Description:Retention of change of use from agriculture land to dog
walking facility including fencing, gate and hardstanding.

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Unconditional Permission

Application No:
22/01877/FPH

Location: 60 Highover Way Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 0RG

Applicant Name: Stephanie Yates
Description:Front porch extension following removal of existing porch.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission
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WEST TEAM

Application No:
22/02233/FPH

Location: Old Barn Cottage  Luton Road Kimpton Hertfordshire SG4 8HA

Applicant Name: Mr Paul Hunter
Description:Part two storey and part single storey extension on south west
elevation and alterations to fenestration to provide link between Old Barn
Cottage and former Fairview Cottage to facilitate use as a single dwelling,
following removal of existing single storey rear extension.

Decision:

Decision Date:
01/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02271/AD

Location: Unit 4 121 - 123 Bancroft Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 1LS

Applicant Name: . Next Retail Ltd
Description:Three replacement signs: front illuminated fascia panel, front
illuminated projecting sign and non-illuminated lettering on rear elevation of
building.

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Consent

Application No:
22/02386/NMA

Location: 40 Kings Road Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 1RD

Applicant Name: Mr Mr Brewer and Ms Pringle
Description:Increase width of first floor side window following removal of
existing (as Non-Material Amendment to planning permission
21/01625/FPH granted 29.06.2021)

Decision:

Decision Date:
01/11/2022

Agreed

Application No:
22/02401/FPH

Location: The Bungalow  Little Lane Pirton Hertfordshire SG5 3QR

Applicant Name: Mr Cook
Description:Extensions and alterations to existing roof including insertion
of three front dormer windows and one rear rooflight to facilitate loft
conversion to create habitable space at first floor level. Two storey side
extension and single storey rear extension following demolition of existing
conservatory and outbuilding. Front open sided porch and external
rendering. Erection of detached double garage.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02409/LDCP

Location: 40 Garden Fields Offley Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 3DF

Applicant Name: Mr Steve Flowers
Description:Single storey rear extension

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Granted Permission

Application No:
22/02410/FPH

Location: 153 Common Rise Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 0HS

Applicant Name: Mrs Bethan Travis
Description:Two storey rear extension and insertion of additional first floor
side window. Installation of rear patio area.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02412/DOC

Location: Land West Of Castlefield Preston Hertfordshire SG4 7AZ

Applicant Name: Mr Mark Wigley Osprey Homes Limited
Description:Condition 5-None of the trees to be retained on the application
site shall be felled, lopped, topped, uprooted, removed or otherwise
destroyed or killed without the prior written agreement of the Local Planning
Authority (as discharge of condition relating to planning permission
21/02076/FP granted 26.05.2022)

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Approval of Details

Application No:
22/02413/FPH

Location: 36 Benslow Lane Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 9RE

Applicant Name: Mr Nick Barnard
Description:Part two storey and part single storey side extension.
Installation of solar panels to existing rear roofslopes and insertion of
rooflight to existing side roofslope. Alterations to fenestration following
removal of ground floor rear bay window. Additional window to first floor
side elevation. Repaint existing external rendering.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Conditional Permission
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WEST TEAM

Application No:
22/02439/DOC

Location: Portmill House Portmill Lane Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 1DJ

Applicant Name: Macrame Properties Ltd Mr Robert Moore
Description:Condition 3 - Details or actual sample of the roof material (as
discharge of condition relating to planning permission 22/00992/FP granted
01.06.2022)

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Approval of Details

Application No:
22/02512/FPH

Location: 28 Watton Road Knebworth Hertfordshire SG3 6AH

Applicant Name: Mr Lipman
Description:Part two storey and part single storey rear extension. Single
storey front extension and alterations to fenestration

Decision:

Decision Date:
31/10/2022

Conditional Permission

Application No:
22/02569/TPO

Location: 2 The Finches Hitchin Hertfordshire SG4 9PB

Applicant Name: Mr John Richardson
Description:T1 Bay - Reduce height and size by 50%.  T2
Pyracantha - Dismantle to a low stump and remove.  T3 Crab
Apple - Sympathetic crown reduction by about 1m with a light thinning. Trim
left-hand (South-easterly) branches to balance with right-hand side
(North-Westerly) branches.

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Conditional Consent

Application No:
22/02591/NMA

Location: Land On The South East Side Of Heath Lane Codicote
Hertfordshire
Applicant Name: Miss Tessa Outram Taylor Wimpey
Description:Reposition of substation from phase 2 (south field) to phase 1
(north field) (as Non-Material Amendment relating to planning permission
18/02722/FP granted 28.09.2021)

Decision:

Decision Date:
01/11/2022

Withdrawn

Application No:
22/02623/LDCP

Location: 18 Deards End Lane Knebworth Hertfordshire SG3 6NL

Applicant Name: Mr Adam Macdonald
Description:Installation of 3 No. roof lights. One rooflight at the rear and
one on either side of the existing roof.

Decision:

Decision Date:
27/10/2022

Granted Permission

Application No:
22/02632/NMA

Location: 7 Royal Oak Lane Pirton Hitchin Hertfordshire SG5 3QT

Applicant Name: Westcott
Description:Amendment to external cladding colour type from yellow to
anthracite grey (as Non-Material Amendment to planning permission
20/00924/FP granted 25.06.2020)

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Agreed

Application No:
22/02658/LDCP

Location: 31 Thirlmere Great Ashby Stevenage Hertfordshire SG1 6AQ

Applicant Name: Mr Aljit Vohra
Description:Insertion of rear box dormer with three windows and insertion
of five roof lights to existing roof to facilitate conversion of loft into habitable
accommodation.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Granted Permission

Application No:
22/02693/AG

Location: Land To The East Of Old Hale Way Hitchin Hertfordshire

Applicant Name: Mr B Parker
Description:Erection of polytunnel

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Prior Approval Not Required

Application No:
22/02694/AG

Location: Land To The East Of Old Hale Way Hitchin Hertfordshire

Applicant Name: Mr B Parker
Description:Single storey side extension to existing agricultural barn

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Prior Approval Not Required

Application No:
22/02695/AG

Location: Land To The East Of Old Hale Way Hitchin Hertfordshire

Applicant Name: Mr B Parker
Description:Erection of polytunnel

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Prior Approval Not Required
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WEST TEAM

Application No:
22/02696/AG

Location: Land To The East Of Old Hale Way Hitchin Hertfordshire

Applicant Name: Mr B Parker
Description:Erection of 1no. Water Tank for Agricultural Purposes.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Prior Approval Not Required

Application No:
22/02697/AG

Location: Land To The East Of Old Hale Way Hitchin Hertfordshire

Applicant Name: Mr B Parker
Description:Erection of timber clad outbuilding.

Decision:

Decision Date:
02/11/2022

Prior Approval Not Required
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Baldock carers to benefit from wellbeing therapy

A wellbeing group has been awarded £2,000* following a meeting of the Baldock Committee

on 31 October.

Nova Wellness provides holistic therapies and treatments to improve people’s wellbeing,

including acupuncture, reflexology, reiki and trauma/tension release therapy on an individual

basis, and guided relaxation, yoga, meditation, and trauma and tension release exercise on

a group basis. The grant will fund wellbeing therapy sessions for unpaid carers based in

Baldock.

The group already received funding from the Baldock Committee to provide similar sessions

in March 2022, and following their success, applied to provide more. Typically, beneficiaries

will be a primary carer for a member of their family and the sessions will give them quality

time out to themselves.

Nova Wellness was also recently successful in being awarded £1,500 from Letchworth

Committee for wellbeing therapy sessions in Letchworth, prioritising those referred by local

community organisations such as unpaid carers.

Agata Kisicka at Nova Wellness said: “Unpaid carers provide a huge service to the

community saving the NHS millions of pounds each year. The sessions will really help to

give unpaid carers some respite and recharge their batteries.”

*subject to completion of the necessary formalities

ENDS

For more information please contact Anna.Cotton@north-herts.gov.uk / 01462 474403.
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