
 

The importance of Ermine Street (Great North Road) in the development of 
Great Wymondley 

 
Great Wymondley is located along the route of the historic Roman road known as 
Ermine Street. Ermine Street, as mentioned earlier, was a major Roman road that 
connected London to York and passed through various towns and settlements, 
including close to Great Wymondley. 

In the context of Great Wymondley, Ermine Street would have been an essential 
trade and transportation route during Roman times, connecting the emerging villa 
and settlement to larger important Roman settlements and towns. Over the 
centuries, the landscape and road network have evolved, so the exact alignment of 
Ermine Street may not exactly match the modern road network (the A1M north). Not 
surprisingly we have a Roman Villa at the end of Gravely Road not so far behind 
Milksey cottages. Graveley Road junction with Ermine Street. The excavation finds of 
the 1930’s excavation have been discussed. 

We have mentioned the field system concerning veteran legionary connections with 
Great Wymondley. 

Probably, very important archaeology from the Roman period exists east of Great 
Wymondley to the famous Ermine Street. Ermine Street was the equivalent of a 
motorway back in 2nd century AD Romano Britain. 

 

Ladder Settlement A1M 

Ladder settlements, in the context of Roman roads, refer to the network of towns and 
settlements that developed along these roads during the height of the Roman 
Empire.  

Roman roads were a remarkable feat of engineering and played a crucial role in the 
expansion and administration of the Roman Empire. These roads facilitated the 
movement of armies, goods, and people across vast distances, connecting different 
parts of the empire. Alongside these roads, settlements naturally sprang up to cater 
to the needs of travellers and traders. These settlements are often referred to as 
"roadside settlements" or "roadside towns." 

Here are some key points about these settlements along Roman roads: 



1. Location: Roman roads were strategically planned and constructed to 
connect major cities, military outposts, and economic centres. As a result, 
settlements developed along these roads in locations that were convenient for 
travellers and traders to stop and rest. 

2. Amenities: These settlements provided various amenities and services to 
people using the roads. They included inns (known as "mansions"), taverns, 
stables, workshops, and other facilities that catered to the needs of travellers, 
soldiers, and traders. 

3. Economic Activity: The presence of a constant stream of travellers and 
traders led to economic opportunities for the inhabitants of these settlements. 
Some settlements specialized in certain goods or services, capitalizing on the 
regular flow of people along the roads. 

4. Communication and Information: Roadside settlements also served as 
points of communication and information dissemination. News, messages, 
and orders from the central authorities could be conveyed quickly along the 
road network. 

5. Importance of Connectivity: The growth and prosperity of these settlements 
were closely tied to the maintenance and use of the Roman road network. 
When the empire declined and road maintenance diminished, these 
settlements often suffered as well. 

6. Archaeological Significance: Many modern cities and towns have their 
origins as settlements along ancient Roman roads. Archaeological excavations 
have revealed the remains of these settlements, shedding light on the daily 
lives of the people who lived and worked there. 

In summary, the ladder settlement detected near the historic Ermine Road in the 
Great Wymondley Solar site is very important from a local heritage perspective 
because it was potentially the routeway for the villa or villas that existed in the area.It 
would have been handy for veterans in retirement living Great Wymondley to be 
summoned if necessary to put down unrest. 

You will see an example of a ladder settlement on page 155 of the attached 
documentation .Healam Bridge, Yorkshire, Fluxgate gradiometer survey (1 x).5m) 
carried out in advance of road widening. Of the A1 trunk road. 

You will note that the local community has had no access to the results of the 
Geophysics…in map form. We would like to see this. 

Q…WHERE IS THIS? 
 

D shaped feature found in the fields 



 
A "D-shaped" Neolithic feature in archaeology refers to a type of archaeological site 
or structure that has a semi-circular or crescent-shaped layout, resembling the letter 
"D." These features are commonly found in Neolithic (New Stone Age) contexts and 
can encompass a variety of archaeological elements, including enclosures, 
settlements, pits, ditches, and other forms of architecture. 

These D-shaped features are often associated with ceremonial or domestic activities, 
and their specific purposes can vary based on the archaeological context and the 
culture of the time. They might have served as ritual gathering spaces, communal 
areas for feasting or other social activities, storage areas, or even as the layout for 
structures such as huts or houses. 

One well-known example of D-shaped Neolithic features is the Durrington Walls site, 
located near Stonehenge in England. Durrington Walls is a large circular earthwork 
enclosure with an entrance on one side, forming a D-shaped layout. This site is 
believed to have been used for various communal activities and gatherings related to 
the Stonehenge complex. 

It's important to note that the interpretation of archaeological features can be 
complex and can change based on discoveries and research. The understanding of 
D-shaped Neolithic features, like many archaeological topics, continues to evolve as 
new evidence comes to light and researchers gain deeper insights into the lives and 
practices of ancient cultures. 

I have noted the importance of the recent work of Professor Mike Parker Pearson and 
we should not underestimate that this 218-acre solar site may contain the historic 
origins of hunter-gatherers who ultimately settled to farm the land. You will see page 
127 of the attached pages…The Iron Age settlement at Norse Road, Bedfordshire. I 
include this whole section on surveying prehistoric sites so you can see how different 
surveying prehistoric sites is from Roman. 

The Motte and Bailey castle…listed monument. 

This of course was the later cultural centre of medieval Great Wymondley. This site 
started the slight movement west to higher ground but also sits not so far from the 
Roman villa. 

Conclusion 

We need to have independent advice on the robustness of the damage mitigation 
strategy. Withholding key information on the findings leaves it opaque and it is not 
the unfiltered view of North Herts archaeologists that the solar farm proposal will not 
damage important heritage features. The fact that the council has voted to give the 



go-ahead to the solar farm is more born from expedience and a tick box rather than 
giving the local objectors the full picture. North Herts archaeologists in our view are 
conflicted by the decision. 

The above-ground magnificent buildings of later medieval Great Wymondley only 
reflect the ongoing importance of the village (kings, Chancellors, Cup bearers, 
Sheriffs of Herts and Cambridge)The old Roman Road still gave important access to 
the twin power centres of York and London. London even in recent history took the 
produce from the farmlands of the Haileys of Delamere..emphasizing the importance 
of grain, vegetables and everything arable to feed the capital. 
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