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1. Introduction
This Sustainability Statement has been prepared to support the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan (‘the
Plan’). It demonstrates how the Plan contributes towards the achievement of sustainable
development. It has been updated since the version submitted alongside the Pre-Submission
Version Neighbourhood Plan at Regulation 14, in order to take account of comments received and
amendments to the policies.
Sustainable development is about ensuring a better quality of life for everyone, now and for
generations to come. It is about considering the long-term environmental, social and economic
issues and impacts in an integrated and balanced way. The UK Government has set five guiding
principles to achieve the sustainable development purpose. These principles form the basis for
policy in the UK and are as follows:
 Living within environmental limits
 Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
 Building a strong, stable and sustainable economy
 Promoting good governance
 Using sound science responsibly
One of the means by which sustainable development can be achieved is through the land-use
planning process. The Plan can help to achieve sustainable development as it aims to ensure that
development meets the needs of people living and working in the Neighbourhood Area, while at
the same time helping to ensure that adverse environmental impacts are minimised.
The Plan
The designated Neighbourhood Plan Area is shown in Figure 1.1.

3

Figure 1.1: Ashwell Neighbourhood Area
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The Plan has been developed by members of the Plan Steering Group following an extensive
programme of engagement with the local community. The Plan’s vision for development of the
area up to 2031 is as follows:
Our vision is to ensure Ashwell continues to thrive and grow as a community, whilst
safeguarding the village's character. We want to ensure that growth is sustainabl e and the
village continues to meet the needs of its people.
We want to enhance the facilities of the village to meet the challenges and changing needs
of the community, to ensure that the parish remains sustainable and cohesive. Our village
also needs a strong local economy and well-maintained infrastructure that supports its
needs and connects the parish to the wider community.

In order to deliver the vision, the Plan sets out to meet a series of objectives:
Objective 1: To encourage sustainable development that reflects the needs of the
village and ensures that the community can develop and evolve in an appropriate way.
Objective 2: To support sustainable local businesses and encourage the development of
a strong local economy.
Objective 3: To provide recreation and sporting facilities that meet the needs of the
community and reflect changing requirements.
Objective 4: To promote healthy communities.
Objective 5: To safeguard against the loss of valued facilities and services, particularly
where this would reduce the community's ability to meet its day-to-day needs.
Objective 6: To provide high quality education facilities for local children.
Objective 7: To ensure that the village can support the changing needs of the residents
by providing improved accessibility and enhancements to key village facilities.
Objective 8: To conserve and enhance the historic character of the village and its rural
setting.
Objective 9: To conserve and enhance the natural environment of the parish, its flora
and its fauna.
Objective 10: To reduce greenhouse gas emissions by using renewable and low carbon
energy technologies in new housing and infrastructure developments, as the NPPF
(2019) recommends in paras 150 and 151.
Policy context
The Plan has been prepared having regard to national policy and to be in general conformity
with the strategic policies of the local development plan. At the national level, the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) establishes the scope and purpose of neighbourhood plans.
At the local level, the development plan comprises the North Hertfordshire District Local Plan,
which was originally adopted in 1996. Since 1996, the district's planning policies have been
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contained in the District Local Plan No.2 with Alterations1. Under the Planning & Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004, those policies expired on 27 September 2007, except for those which were
given permission from the Secretary of State to endure beyond this date. That permission has
been granted in respect of 33 of the policies. NHDC is in the process of developing a new Local
Plan 2011-2031, which has been subject to Regulation 19 consultation and is now undergoing
Examination. It is anticipated that the Local Plan will be adopted later in 2020. The
Neighbourhood Plan must be in conformity with the current Local Plan, but because the
emerging Local Plan has reached Examination, it has provided much of the strategic context for
the Neighbourhood Plan.
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
August 2018 Version of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan
North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC) undertook an initial SEA and HRA Screening of the
emerging Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan (Version dated 31 August 2018) on 29 April 2019. The
three statutory consultees – Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England – were
sent the standard NHDC screening template alongside a copy of the draft Neighbourhood Plan.
At this stage, the Neighbourhood Plan was seeking to allocate three sites for housing
development.
Responses were received from Historic England and Natural England and full copies of their
responses are contained in Appendix A. No response was received from the Environment
Agency. In summary:
Statutory consultee
Environment Agency
Historic England

Response
No response received
Historic England noted that the neighbourhood plan proposes to
allocate three sites for housing and that within the neighbourhood
plan area there are a range of designated historic environment assets.
At that stage, concerns had been raised in the response to the first
consultation draft of the neighbourhood plan that it was not clear
whether an assessment of the heritage assets has been undertaken
or what consideration of alternative sites had been made. Historic
England concluded they did not concur with the screening opinion
that there were no significant environmental effects and that there
was insufficient evidence to support that conclusion. Historic England
state that given the likely significant effects on the historic
environment that a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the
neighbourhood plan should be undertaken.

https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/sites/northhertscms/files/Written%20Statement%20Sep%202007.pdf
1
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Natural England

Based on the material supplied, Natural England concluded that there
are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from the proposed
plan.

NHDC collated the responses and published their Screening Determination Statement in July
2019. This is contained in Appendix B and concluded the following in respect of the SEA and
HRA:
SEA: The SEA screening assessment concluded that the neighbourhood plan could have
significant environmental effects and that a SEA might be required. The SEA screening
assessment concluded that:
 three sites are allocated for development, two greenfield sites outside the settlement
boundary and one brownfield site within the settlement boundary;
 that the policies in the neighbourhood plan would have a positive effect on the environment
by providing an additional layer of protection; and
 whilst the neighbourhood plan area contained sensitive heritage and natural features, the
allocated sites and policies would not have significant effects on them.
HRA: The Habitats Regulations Assessment screening concluded that whilst there are three sites
allocated in the neighbourhood plan, because the parish is not situated in, or in close proximity
to, the Thames River Basin there are not likely to be any significant adverse effects on a
designated European site.
Therefore, NHDC concluded:
In light of the SEA screening assessment prepared by Ashwell Parish Council Based and the
consultation responses from the statutory environmental bodies, North Hertfordshire District
Council determines that a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Ashwell Neighbourhood
Plan is required in accordance with the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulation 2004.
The Council also determines that the Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to result in significant
effects on any European site.
March 2020 Version of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan
The August 2018 version of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan was subject to a Regulation 14
consultation. The comments received led the Neighbourhood Planning group to rethink a
number of the policies contained in the Plan. In particular, a decision was taken not to allocate
housing sites. This was because the emerging Local Plan was allocating sites in the parish and in
addition, the Settlement Boundary was to be amended with the expectation that this would
enable sufficient growth across the Plan period (both Local and Neighbourhood) to meet
housing need. Furthermore, some new policies were added in respect of Local Green Spaces,
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local views and green infrastructure and these changes were felt to be sufficiently significant to
warrant both a new Regulation 14 consultation and a new SEA/HRA Screening.
On 3 April 2020, NHDC issued a new screening request to the three statutory consultees, based
on the March 2020 version of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. A copy of the correspondence sent
out is contained in Appendix C along with the resulting Determination Statement from NHDC.
Responses were received from all three statutory bodies and full copies of their responses are
contained in Appendix D.

Statutory consultee

Response

Environment Agency

On the basis that the plan doesn’t allocate any further development,
and that future development is steered away from the sensitive
aspects of the environment highlighted, we do not consider there to
be potential significant environmental effects relating to these
environmental constraints. Nevertheless we recommend the
inclusion of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk,
and to give adequate protection to the chalk streams and SSSI.

Historic England

As the draft neighbourhood plan no longer contains the three
proposed allocations and follows the settlement boundary from the
emerging local plan, so long as the new settlement boundary has
been tested through the SEA process of the emerging local plan we
would not ask for an additional SEA.

Natural England

Based on the material supplied, Natural England concluded that there
are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from the proposed
plan.

Following this second screening of the March 2020 version of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan,
NHDC determined that neither a SEA nor a HRA would be required. Historic England’s point
about the extension of the Settlement Boundary has been assessed by NHDC in their
Sustainability Appraisal process. Nevertheless, this Sustainability Statement has been prepared
to accompany the Pre-submission Regulation 14 Version of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan.
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2.

Sustainability Assessment

2.1

In order to demonstrate that the Plan contributes to the achievement of sustainable
development, it is necessary to identify sustainability objectives to enable an assessment to be
made of the Plan. Whilst there are objectives established at the strategic level through the
NHDC Local Plan No.2 with Alterations (and the emerging Local Plan), for a neighbourhood plan
that must confine the matters it deals with to local issues, these are most appropriately
established at the local level. Accordingly, the sustainability objectives of the Plan have been
taken directly from the Draft Sustainability Appraisal of North Hertfordshire Proposed
Submission Local Plan NHDC Sustainability Appraisal Environmental Report (September 2016)2
and supplementary paper (undated)3. It is considered that the emerging Local Plan is at a stage
where its Sustainability Appraisal can provide the framework objectives against which to assess
the Neighbourhood Plan.

2.2

The qualitative scoring system used to assess the likely effects is shown below:
++

The policy is likely to contribute significantly towards the sustainability objective

+

The policy is likely to contribute positively towards the sustainability objective, although
not significantly

0

The policy is considered to have no significant positive or negative effect

-?

The policy is likely to detract from the achievement of the sustainability objective,
although not significantly
The policy is likely to detract significantly from the achievement of the sustainability
objective
The policy has an uncertain relationship to the sustainability objective. Alternatively,
insufficient information may be available to enable an assessment to be made.

2.3

Table 2.1 shows the assessment and provides a commentary as to which policies in the Plan are
relevant to each of the NHDC Sustainability Assessment (SA) criteria.

2.4

Table 2.1 shows that all of the policies in the Plan will either have no significant effect (positive
or negative), a positive effect or a significant positive effect.

2

https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/sites/northhertscms/files/LP4%20Draft%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20of%20the%20Proposed%20Submission%20Local%20Plan_0.pdf
3

https://www.north-herts.gov.uk/sites/northhertscms/files/LP8%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20supplementary%20paper.pdf
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Table 2.1: Assessment of policies in the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan against NHDC Sustainability
Appraisal Objectives
NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment Commentary
Objective
Neighbourhood Plan
(Sept 2016)
Objective
Economic Activity
1 Achieve
sustainable
levels of
prosperity
and
economic
growth

Objective 2: To support
sustainable local
businesses and
encourage the
development of a
strong local economy.

Policy ASH13 (Incubator/ flexible start-up
business space) sets out support for new
business development within the parish,
which will help to encourage the provision
of more employment opportunities for
work locally. This in turn will support the
overarching aim to reduce the numbers of
people commuting out of the area, often
by car.

+

Policy ASH14 (Broadband provision) seeks
to ensure that development is connected
to the broadband network, which is
necessary to make sure that businesses
can operate effectively, including from
rural areas such as Ashwell. This will
contribute to the aim of reducing the
need for workers to commute out to
larger urban centres by enabling greater
opportunities for home-working.
Policy ASH15 (Ashwell Village Centre)
seeks to support the viability and vitality
of the village centre, which serves the
local population.
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment Commentary
Objective
Neighbourhood Plan
(Sept 2016)
Objective
Land Use and Development Patterns
2(a) Minimise
the
development
of greenfield
land and other
land with high
environmental
and amenity
value

2(b) Provide
access to
green spaces

2(c) Deliver
more
sustainable
location
patterns and
reduce use of
motor vehicles

Objective 1: To
encourage sustainable
development that
reflects the needs of
the village and ensures
that the community
can develop and
evolve in an
appropriate way.

Policy ASH1 (Location of Development)
reinforces the settlement boundary for
the neighbourhood area, directing
development to the most appropriate
locations and prioritising the use of
brownfield land in preference to
greenfield. The settlement boundary
mirrors that of the boundary set out in
the emerging Local Plan, which has been
tested against the Sustainability
Objectives and no adverse implications
identified.

Objective 3: To
provide recreation and
sporting facilities that
meet the needs of the
community and reflect
changing
requirements.
Objective 7: To ensure
that the village can
support the changing
needs of the residents
by providing improved
accessibility and
enhancements to key
village facilities.
Objective 9: To
conserve and enhance
the natural
environment of the
parish, its flora and its
fauna

Policy ASH12 (Local Green Spaces)
identifies a Local Green Space that is felt
to be demonstrably special to the local
community for recreational, well-being
and biodiversity reasons.
+
Policy ASH16 (Provision of Leisure and
Recreational Facilities) details how
development
that
supports
the
continued provision – and improvement
– of local facilities will be encouraged.
Policy ASH20 (Accessible Paths) seeks to
encourage
the
connectivity
of
development to the walking and cycling
network, in order to reduce the number
of car journeys taken for local journeys.
Improvements to the path network,
including widening for use by those with
mobility scooters or pushchairs, will
become increasingly important in light of
social distancing measures in place.
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

Environmental Protection
3(a) Protect
and enhance
biodiversity
3(b) Protect
and enhance
landscapes
3(c) Conserve
and where
appropriate
enhance the
historic
environment
3(d) Reduce
pollution from
any source

Objective 9: To
conserve and enhance
the natural
environment of the
parish, its flora and its
fauna

Policy ASH10 (Natural Landscape and
Rural Character) identifies the natural
features within the neighbourhood
area that are intrinsic to its natural
landscape character and which should
be preserved. It sets out guidance as to
how this should be undertaken. Finally
the policy encourages the provision of
additional open space that is safe,
accessible and connected to the wider
public realm.

Objective 8: To
conserve and enhance
the historic character
of the village and its
rural setting.
Objective 9: To
conserve and enhance
the natural
environment of the
parish, its flora and its
fauna
Objective 8: To
conserve and enhance
the historic character
of the village and its
rural setting.
Objective 10: To
reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by using
renewable and low
carbon energy
technologies in new
housing and
infrastructure
developments, as the
NPPF (2019)
recommends in paras
150 and 151

++

Policy ASH11 (Natural Wildlife Assets,
Wildlife Corridors and Green
Infrastructure) maps the green
infrastructure network within the
neighbourhood area, as recommended
for plans by the NPPF. In doing so, it
seeks to preserve this valued network
of spaces and corridors that provide
habitats for flora and fauna as well as
movement corridors for wildlife.
Policy ASH12 (Local Green Spaces)
identifies a Local Green Space that is
felt to be demonstrably special to the
local community for recreational,
well—being and biodiversity reasons.
Policy ASH3 (Character of
Development) seeks to ensure that
development does not adversely
impact on the villagescape character,
rather it contributes to it, being guided
by the existing character of the area.
Policy ASH4 (Design of Development)
seeks to ensure the highest quality
design, setting out specific criteria
drawing on needs identified at the local
neighbourhood level. This considers
national guidance, and also the Ashwell
12

NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

Village Design Statement, to add more
locally specific detail.
Policy ASH3 (Character of
Development) seeks to ensure that
development recognises the local
context within which it is located and is
sympathetic to this. It identifies the
Conservation, Character Areas and
Visual Character Areas within the
village, and the historic features and
assets – including Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and listed buildings - that
contribute to the village character. It
also identifies key gateways into the
village in order to enhance the visual
impact of the area. The policy will help
to foster a greater understanding and
appreciation of the local heritage and
history.
Policy ASH8 (Protecting Historic Assets)
seeks to mitigate negative impacts on
non-listed heritage assets within the
village. An associated action is to work
with partnership (including NHDC and
Historic England) to include these
assets on the Local List and also to
monitor heritage assets either currently
at risk or in danger of being at risk and
identify a strategy to bring them back
to their former glory.
Policy ASH9 (Locally Significant Views)
identifies 13 views that are considered
locally important to the preserve as
they contribute to the character of the
village.
Policy ASH7 (Environmentally Friendly
Design) encourages development to
achieve the highest level of sustainable
design, to take advantage or renewable
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

sources of energy and to minimise loss
of energy.
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

Climate change
4(a) Reduce
greenhouse gas
emissions

4(b) Improve
the District’s
ability to adapt
to climate
change

Objective 10: To
reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by using
renewable and low
carbon energy
technologies in new
housing and
infrastructure
developments, as the
NPPF (2019)
recommends in paras
150 and 151.

Policy ASH5 (Flood Risk) recognises the
potential for flooding in parts of the
neighbourhood area and seeks to ensure that
developments plan for this and incorporates
facilities that will mitigate risk, both to the
development and elsewhere.

++

Policy ASH6 (Sustainable Water Supply)
considers the potential negative impact that
water consumption might have in the area, in
particular in to the sensitive chalk streams and
Ashwell Springs SSSI. The policy seeks to limit
water consumption in new development.
Policy ASH7 (Environmentally Friendly Design)
encourages development to achieve the
highest level of sustainable design, to take
advantage or renewable sources of energy and
to minimise loss of energy.
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

A Just Society5(a) Share
access to
services and
benefits of
prosperity fairly
5(b) Provide
access to
services and
facilities for all
5(c) Increase
access to
decent
affordable
housing
5(f) Improve
conditions and
services that
engender good
health and
reduce health
inequalities

Objective 3: To
provide recreation and
sporting facilities that
meet the needs of the
community and reflect
changing
requirements.

Policy ASH2 (Housing Mix) supports the
delivery of housing that will meet local
housing need within Ashwell, including
affordable housing. The Neighbourhood
Plan does not allocate sites, rather it
acknowledges the amendment of the
settlement boundary, which will enable
the necessary growth over the plan
period.

Objective 4: To
promote healthy
communities.
Objective 5: To
safeguard against the
loss of valued facilities
and services,
particularly where this
would reduce the
community's ability to
meet its day-to-day
needs.
Objective 6: To
provide high quality
education facilities for
local children.
Objective 7: To ensure
that the village can
support the changing
needs of the residents
by providing improved
accessibility
and
enhancements to key
village facilities

Policy ASH16 (Provision of Leisure and
Recreational Facilities) details how
development that supports the
continued provision – and
improvement – of local facilities will be
encouraged, which in turn will aid the
cohesion and health of the local
community.
++

Policy ASH17 (Protection of Public
Houses) recognises the vital social role
that such establishments have,
particularly in a rural setting. The policy
supports the continued operation of
existing public houses, where this is
viable, and encourages additional uses
where this can help to sustain them.
Policy ASH18 (Maintaining Existing
Health Services) supports the need for
continued provision of health facilities
in the village, including expansion. This
is considered important in a Category A
settlement, where local access negates
the need for unnecessary travel
elsewhere and added burdens to other
health services.
Policy ASH19 (Education Provision)
recognises the important role of the
local primary school and encourages
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

proposals to consider their impact on
education provision.
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NHDC
SA Relevant
Ashwell Assessment
Objective (Sept Neighbourhood Plan
2016)
Objective

Commentary

Resource Use and Waste
6(a) Use natural
resources
efficiently;
reuse,
use
recycled where
possible

6(b)
waste

Objective
10:
To
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by using
renewable and low
carbon
energy
technologies in new
housing
and
infrastructure
Reduce developments, as the
NPPF
(2019)
recommends in paras
150 & 151.

Policy ASH7 (Environmentally Friendly
Design) encourages development to
minimise
waste
through
the
development of more energy efficient
buildings, e.g. incorporating grey water
systems
+
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APPENDIX A
August 2019 Version Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan – SEA/HRA Screening
responses from statutory consultees
Environment Agency
No response received
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Historic England
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Natural England
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APPENDIX B
August 2019 Version of Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan – NHDC Screening
Determination

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening
Determination Statement
for
Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan

July 2019
Determination Statement
1.1. This statement has been prepared to ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan will, when examined, comply
with the Neighbourhood Planning (General ) Regulations 2012 (as amended) and in particular, Regulations
32 and 15(1)e(ii) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General)(Amendment) Regulations 2015

1.2. A neighbourhood plan is required to meet a number of basic conditions (set out in the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990), one of which being it must not breach and must be otherwise compatible with EU and
Human Rights obligations. This requires neighbourhood plans to consider the requirements of the SEA
regulations4 which transpose the EU’s SEA Directive5 into law and which requires those making plans that
could impact on the environment to consider whether they are likely to have a significant effect or not.

1.3. Regulation 32 in the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) sets out an
additional basic condition to those set out in the primary legislation. Regulation32 states:
1.4. “The making of the neighbourhood development plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a
European sites (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 or a European

4
5

The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
European Union Directive 200142/EC
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offshore marine site (as defined in the Conservation of Offshore Marine Habitats and Species Regulations
2017) (either alone or in combination with other plans and projects).”

1.5. Ashwell Parish Council completed an initial SEA screening assessment and Habitats Regulation Assessment
for consultation with the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England to establish whether
an SEA would be required for the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan.

1.6. The SEA screening assessment concluded that the neighbourhood plan could have significant
environmental effects and that a SEA might be required. The SEA screening assessment concluded that:
 three sites are allocated for development, two greenfield sites outside the settlement boundary and
one brownfield site within the settlement boundary;
 that the policies in the neighbourhood plan would have a positive effect on the environment by
providing an additional layer of protection; and
 whilst the neighbourhood plan area contained sensitive heritage and natural features, the allocated
sites and policies would not have significant effects on them.
1.7. The Habitats Regulations Assessment screening concluded that whilst there are three sites allocated in
the neighbourhood plan, because the parish is not situated in, or in close proximity to, the Thames River
Basin there are not likely to be any significant adverse effects on a designated European site.
1.8. Following consultation with the three agencies, responses were received from Historic England and
Natural England which are summarised here:
Natural England : based on the material supplied, Natural England concluded that there are unlikely to be
significant environmental effects from the proposed plan.
1.9. Historic England : Historic England noted that the neighbourhood plan proposes to allocate three sites for
housing and that within the neighbourhood plan area there are a range of designated historic
environment assets. At that stage, concerns had been raised in the response to the first consultation
draft of the neighbourhood plan that it was not clear whether an assessment of the heritage assets has
been undertaken or what consideration of alternative sites had been made. Historic England concluded
they did not concur with the screening opinion that there were no significant environmental effects and
that there was insufficient evidence to support that conclusion. Historic England state that given the
likely significant effects on the historic environment that a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the
neighbourhood plan should be undertaken.

1.10. Environment Agency : No response was received from the Environment Agency.

1.11. Copies of the full responses from Historic England and Natural England are attached as Appendices B and
C respectively.
1.12. In light of the SEA screening assessment prepared by Ashwell Parish Council Based and the consultation
responses from the statutory environmental bodies, North Hertfordshire District Council determines that
a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan is required in accordance with
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulation 2004. The Council also determines
that the Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to result in significant effects on any European site.
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APPENDIX C
March 2020 Version of Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan – Re-screening
request sent to statutory consultees and resulting Determination
Statement
The following email was sent to the statutory consultees – Environment Agency, Historic England and
Natural England – on 3 April 2020, along with the Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan version dated March
2020. This was to see a new opinion on the need for an SEA / HRA in light of the amendments to the
Neighbourhood Plan.

North Hertfordshire District Council
Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan – SEA Screening
Ashwell Parish Council are in the process of preparing a neighbourhood plan for the Parish. Last year,
we asked you to screen a draft neighbourhood plan to determine whether a SEA would be required. At
that time, the draft neighbourhood plan included three potential land allocations for residential
development. The Parish Council has amended the draft neighbourhood plan and the three proposed
allocations have been deleted. In light of the amendments, could we request that the neighbourhood
plan is re-screened to determine whether a SEA is required or not?
I have attached a draft of the new neighbourhood plan. If there are any queries, my contact details
are below or the email addresses for the neighbourhood planning group have been copied in above
for your information.
Regards
Clare Skeels
Senior Planning Officer
Direct Dial: 01462 474424
North Hertfordshire District Council
PO Box 10613
Nottingham
NG6 6DW
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Determination Statement from North Hertfordshire District Council, 22 June 2020
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APPENDIX D
March 2020 Version of Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan – Screening
Request Responses from statutory consultees
Environment Agency:
From: HNL Sustainable Places <HNLSustainablePlaces@environment-agency.gov.uk>
Sent: 20 April 2020 14:53
To: Clare Skeels <Clare.Skeels@north-herts.gov.uk>
Subject: Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening - EA Response
Dear Claire,
Thank you for consulting us on the Strategic Environmental Assessment screening report for the Ashwell
Neighbourhood Plan.
Based on a review of environmental constraints for which we are a statutory consultee, we find that there are
areas of fluvial flood risk, watercourses and protected sites within the neighbourhood plan area. In particular,
we note that the boundary extends into areas of Flood Zones 2 and 3. We also note the presence of chalk streams
and Ashwell Springs SSSI within the plan area.
On the basis that the plan doesn’t allocate any further development, and that future development is steered
away from the sensitive aspects of the environment highlighted, we do not consider there to be potential
significant environmental effects relating to these environmental constraints. Nevertheless we recommend the
inclusion of relevant policies to cover the management of flood risk, and to give adequate protection to the chalk
streams and SSSI.
We encourage you to seek ways in which your neighbourhood plan can improve the local environment. For your
information, together with Natural England, English Heritage and Forestry Commission we have published joint
guidance on neighbourhood planning, which sets out sources of environmental information and ideas on
incorporating the environment into plans. This is available at: https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-andguidance/consider-environment-neighbourhood-plans/
Kind regards,
Becki
Becki Ingram
Sustainable Places Planning Advisor, Herts & North London.
(Pronouns: she/her)
Environment Agency | Alchemy, Bessemer Road, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 1HE
HNLSustainablePlaces@environment-agency.gov.uk
Internal: 54985 | External: 0203 025 4985
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Historic England:
From: Gates, Natalie <Natalie.Gates@HistoricEngland.org.uk>
Sent: 14 May 2020 16:53
To: Clare Skeels <Clare.Skeels@north-herts.gov.uk>
Cc: EastPlanningPolicy <eastplanningpolicy@HistoricEngland.org.uk>
Subject: Re: Ashwell Neighbourhood Plan - SEA Screening
Dear Clare,
Thank you for your email. As the draft neighbourhood plan no longer contains the three
proposed allocations and follows the settlement boundary from the emerging local plan, so
long as the new settlement boundary has been tested through the SEA process of the
emerging local plan we would not ask for an additional SEA.
We do note that the settlement boundary has been altered close to the scheduled
monuments to include the completed development at Walkdens.
Best wishes,
Natalie
Dr Natalie Gates
Team Leader Partnerships ¦ East of England
Historic England
Direct Line: 01223 582747 Mobile: 07766 497750
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