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1 Introduction
1.1

In accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations 2012 (as amended), this plan
must satisfy “basic conditions” before it can come into force. The plan must:
•
Have appropriate regard to national planning policy
•
Contribute to the achievement of sustainable development
•
Be in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan for
the local area
•
Not breach and otherwise be compatible with European Union (EU)
Regulations, as incorporated into UK law
•
Meet the prescribed legal requirements including those of Chapter 8 of Part 6 of
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.

2 Legal Requirements
2.1

The Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan (the Neighbourhood Plan) is submitted by
Knebworth Parish Council, which as the qualifying body is entitled to submit a
neighbourhood plan for its own parish. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by
the Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (the Steering Group) and overseen
by Knebworth Parish Council. The preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan has been
informed by an extensive evidence base including the results of public consultations
with stakeholders, technical studies and data from public records. The policies laid out
in the Neighbourhood Plan provide a practical framework for the guidance of the Local
Planning Authority in making decisions on planning applications in the Neighbourhood
Plan Area.

2.2

The Neighbourhood Plan aims to meet the needs of stakeholders; to be a vibrant and
inclusive village community with a rural character, distinct and separate from
neighbouring communities, where everyone has access to green spaces. The policies in
the Plan aspire to improve design standards and environmental performance, support
the NHDC Local Plan strategic policies SP12 and SP1 respectively, for increasing
biodiversity and wildlife, and accommodate sustainable growth.

2.3

The Submission Version Neighbourhood Plan is supported by a Consultation Statement,
this Basic Conditions Statement, and an extensive evidence base.

2.4

The Neighbourhood Plan has been screened by North Hertfordshire District Council to
ascertain whether or not it requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment and/or a
Habitats Regulations Assessment. The Screening Determination, including the responses
from Historic England, the Environment Agency and Natural England, is available as part
of the accompanying documentation on North Hertfordshire District Council’s website.
The Determination concludes that the Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to
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have significant environmental effects and therefore an SEA/HRA is not required. This
satisfies the requirement of Basic Condition (f) and (g).
2.5

The Neighbourhood Plan policies relate to planning matters and have been prepared in
accordance with the statutory requirements and processes set out in the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (amended by the Localism Act 2011) and the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations 2012 (as amended).

2.6

In addition to Policies, the Neighbourhood Plan includes an Action Plan of projects and
tasks arising from consultation. These projects/tasks will be prioritised by the Parish
Council and where necessary funding sources assigned. Such funding my become
available as a consequence of development within the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

2.7

Knebworth Parish Council is the Qualifying Body for Knebworth Parish. At the Parish
Council meeting on 9th March 2016 Knebworth Parish Council voted (Minute 8) to
commence the development of a Neighbourhood Plan and to register the whole of the
Knebworth Parish as the designated area for Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan. There are
no other Neighbourhood Plans covering the parish of Knebworth. The Parish of
Knebworth was formally designated as the Neighbourhood Area through an application
made under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (part 2 S6) and
approved by North Hertfordshire District Council on 5 August 2014.

2.8

The Neighbourhood Plan Area is shown on the map below:

2.9

The Neighbourhood Plan does not contain any policies which relate to excluded
development as defined by section 61K of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
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3 Key Requirements
3.1

A Neighbourhood Plan must not constrain the delivery of important national policy
objectives. The National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF) calls for
neighbourhood plans to support the delivery of strategic policies (Paragraph 13) and
specifically states (Paragraph 29) that neighbourhood plans should not promote less
development than set out in the strategic policies for the area or undermine those
strategic policies. In addition, neighbourhood plans should help achieve sustainable
development and apply a presumption in favour of sustainable development (Paragraph
11). The ways in which the Neighbourhood Plan meets the objectives of the NPPF,
achieves sustainable and contributes to improvements in environmental, economic and
social conditions in Knebworth are described below.

3.2

National policies are contained in the 13 key objectives in the NPPF sections 5 to 17. Of
these two are not relevant to the preparation of this Neighbourhood Plan i.e., ‘Ensuring
the vitality of town centres’ and ‘Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals. Mineral’s
planning is excluded from the remit of Neighbourhood Plans. However, Knebworth is a
vibrant village with a distinct village centre which the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to
support. We have sought to ensure the vitality of Knebworth village centre. The
Neighbourhood Plan objectives align to the NPPF objectives as shown in the table below.

Basic Condition (a) Having Regard to National Planning Policy
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives Aligned with National Policy Objectives
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives

NPPF Sustainability Objectives

A.

Maintain the distinctiveness and separation of
Knebworth from nearby towns and villages

B.

Support existing employment locations within
the built-up area and encourage new
employment opportunities throughout the
parish

C.

Encourage and support a diverse range of retail
and service uses in the village centre, retain
and protect the ‘high street’ retail frontage and
retain the two public houses

D.

Encourage the provision of suitable buildings
for small scale businesses (including
community shops) within new residential
developments
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Protecting Green Belt land
Making effective use of land
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Ensuring the vitality of village centres

Building a strong, competitive economy
Ensuring the vitality of village centres

Building a strong, competitive economy
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Neighbourhood Plan Objectives Aligned with National Policy Objectives
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives

NPPF Sustainability Objectives

E.

Encourage the growth of home-based
businesses including the provision of shared
workspaces

F.

Ensure all new developments are inclusive and
accommodating to the different needs of local
residents including affordability and
accessibility.

G.

Promote best practice in environmental
performance of all construction projects to
achieve low energy usage, incorporate
renewable energy initiatives, conserve water,
re-use building materials, provide electric car
charging points and ensure all new buildings
are carbon-neutral

H.

Require all new development to be of highquality design and contribute towards
Knebworth’s character by being sympathetic to
design of surrounding areas

I.

Retain the existing architectural character of
the Garden Village, conservation areas and
other heritage assets

J.

Create attractive, easily accessible safe
neighbourhoods through good design following
the principles of ‘Placemaking’

K.

Seek cost effective and innovative solutions to
minimise the amount of land taken up with car
parking

L.

Ensure that all current and future community
facilities, amenities, medical resources and
service provision are inclusive, easily accessible
and do not diminish in terms of quantity and
quality to serve the growing population

M.

Protect, enhance and increase accessibility to
and the number of green spaces for
recreational and health use

N.

Identify options for provision of a community
information space
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Building a strong, competitive economy
Supporting high quality communications

Delivering a sufficient supply of homes
Achieving well-designed places
Promoting healthy and safe communities
Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment
Promoting sustainable transport
Meeting the challenge of climate change
and flooding

Achieving well-designed places
Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment
Achieving well-designed places
Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment
Delivering a sufficient supply of homes
Achieving well-designed places
Promoting sustainable transport
Promoting healthy and safe communities
Making effective use of land
Achieving well-designed places
Promoting sustainable transport
Promoting healthy and safe communities

Promoting healthy and safe communities
Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment
Promoting sustainable transport
Promoting healthy and safe communities
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Neighbourhood Plan Objectives Aligned with National Policy Objectives
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives

NPPF Sustainability Objectives
Promoting healthy and safe communities
Promoting sustainable transport

O.

Ensure future school and pre-school provision
meets local needs, is high quality, offers choice,
and includes appropriate accommodation,
adequate facilities and safe and convenient
access routes

P.

Find a solution to the ‘high street’ traffic and
parking problems

Q.

Negotiate for the provision of disabled access to
rail station platforms.

R.

Support and encourage use of sustainable
modes of transport including ensuring access
roads through new developments are suitable
for bus routes and prioritise active travel.

S.

Provide guidance on eliminating air, light, soil,
water and noise pollution

T.

Lobby appropriate bodies to undertake
required improvements to eliminate current
flooding problems and ensure new
development is designed to prevent future
flooding issues

U.

Protect key views and character areas from the
negative impact of new development

Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment
Conserving and enhancing the historic
environment

V.

Preserve existing and design integral wildlife
corridors and habitats into new developments
to improve biodiversity, reducing public
lighting to the minimum needed to ensure
residents’ safety where light pollution impacts
wildlife

Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment

3.3

Promoting sustainable transport
Promoting sustainable transport
Promoting sustainable transport

Conserving and enhancing the natural
environment
Meeting the challenge of climate change
and flooding

The NPPF Sustainability Objectives are supported by the policies in the Neighbourhood
Plan as shown in the table below.
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Basic Condition (d) Contributing to the Achievement of Sustainable
Development
Neighbourhood Plan Policies Delivering NPPF Sustainability Objectives
NPPF Sustainability Objectives

Neighbourhood Plan Policies

Delivering a sufficient supply of homes

KBBE1: Housing mix
KBBE6 Site KB1 Land at Deard’s End
KBBE7 Site KB2 Land off Gipsy Land
KBBE8 Site KB4 Land east of Knebworth
KBLE1: New businesses
KBLE2: Rural businesses
KBLE3: Village Centre and Existing
businesses
KBLE4: Community businesses
KBLE5: Home working
KBLE6: Telecommunications
KBLE1: New businesses
KBLE3: Existing businesses
KBT1: Sustainable Modes of Travel
KBW1: Community Facilities and Services
KBW2 - Local Green Spaces
KBW3 - Recreational Green Spaces
KBW4: Valued Community Assets
KBW5: Allotments
KBS1: Existing Primary School
KBS2: NHDC Proposed New Primary
School
KBI1 Spending Priorities

Building a strong, competitive economy

Ensuring the vitality of village centres
Promoting healthy and safe communities

Promoting sustainable transport

Supporting high quality communications
Making effective use of land

Achieving well-designed places
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KBT1: Sustainable Modes of Travel
KBT2: Traffic impact
KBT3: On-street parking
KBT4: ‘High Street’ (London Road) Traffic
issues
KBT5: Bus Routes
KBBE5: Masterplanning and Placemaking
KBBE7 Site KB2 Land off Gipsy Land
KBBE8 Site KB4 Land east of Knebworth
KBLE6: Telecommunications
KBS1: Existing Primary School
KBS3: Pre-school
KBS4: KB4 School Site
KBDS2: Density of Housing Development
KBDS2: Density of Housing Development
KBBE2: Sustainable Buildings
KBBE3: Accessibility and Adaptability
KBBE4: Design
KBBE5: Masterplanning and Placemaking
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Neighbourhood Plan Policies Delivering NPPF Sustainability Objectives
NPPF Sustainability Objectives

Neighbourhood Plan Policies

Protecting Green Belt land

KBDS1: Retention of separation between
settlements
KBS4: KB4 School Site

Meeting the challenge of climate change and flooding

KBEF3: Energy conservation
KBEF4: Flooding and Drainage
KBBE4: Design

Conserving and enhancing the natural environment

KBEF1: Biodiversity
KBEF2: Environmental Pollution
KBW2 - Local Green Spaces

Conserving and enhancing the historic environment

KBDS1: Retention of separation between
settlements
KBEF5: Important Views and Character
Areas
KBEF6: Non-designated heritage assets
KBW4: Valued Community Assets

3.4

In accordance with the NPPF, it is important that the planning policies have three
overarching objectives and that are both interdependent and dependent. These
objectives are economic, social and environmental objectives (Paragraph 8):
• An economic objective: contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive
economy, by encouraging development to support growth and innovation; and by
identifying and coordinating development requirements, including the provision of
infrastructure;
• A social objective: supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the
supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and by
creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the
community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being; and
• An environmental objective: contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built
and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use
natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to
climate change including moving to a low carbon economy.

3.5

Sustainability is an integral part of the Neighbourhood Plan. All three strands of
sustainability are adequately covered by the thirty-seven policies in the Plan. The
Neighbourhood Plan Policies are broadly grouped under the three overarching
sustainability objectives represented by sub-groups of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group: Housing, Infrastructure and Local Economy delivering the economic objective,
Education and Wellbeing delivering the social objective, and Environment and Flooding
delivering the environmental objective.
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Basic Condition (e) Conformity with the Strategic Policies contained
in the Development Plan
3.6

At the time of preparing this document, the current development plan for the area
consisted of the Saved Local Plan Written Statement 2007 (based on the saved policies
from the District Local Plan 1996 and the Minerals and Waste Plans produced by
Hertfordshire County Council). These policies have been taken into account in the
formulation of the Neighbourhood Plan.

3.7

The emerging North Hertfordshire Local Plan 2011 – 2031 was submitted for
examination on the 9th June 2017 and that examination is part way through. It was
assumed that by the time the Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to the District Council
under Regulation 15, the examination of that plan would have concluded, and the plan
would be approaching adoption. This is not yet the case, but it is hoped that this is
imminent. As a result, throughout the Neighbourhood Plan references are made to the
policies in the emerging North Hertfordshire Local Plan 2011 – 2031 and other planning
documents. However, because of the timing of the Local Plan Examination, the
Neighbourhood Plan Policies have been compared with the relevant saved policies from
North Hertfordshire District Local Plan and the policies in the NHDC Proposed Local
Plan, to ensure compatibility (see tables in Appendix A).

3.8

Policies in the Neighbourhood Plan have been written on the basis that Knebworth
Village (a part of the full Knebworth Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area) has a re-defined
settlement boundary and is a Category A village.

3.9

The Car Parking Standards contained in Policy 55 in the North Hertfordshire District
Local Plan No. 2 are very out of date; the Neighbourhood Plan proposes new more
relevant car parking standards and justifies those new requirements.

3.10 Knebworth Parish Council will lead on and monitor the implementation of the
Neighbourhood Plan with a full review every five years to ensure that the policies remain
in line with the North Hertfordshire Local Plan and any changes to national legislation.

4 Conclusion
4.1

It is a legal requirement that Knebworth Parish Council submit this statement.

4.2

This statement confirms that the submitted Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan 2019 2031, meets all the necessary requirements and Basic Conditions as defined in the
current neighbourhood planning legislation.
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APPENDIX A
Key to Compatibility Tables:
3 = KNP conforms and exceeds the requirements
2 = Directly relevant and KNP conforms to LP
1 = Relevant and conforming, even if expressed differently
X = Conflicting

Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan Compatibility with Relevant Proposed North Hertfordshire District Local Plan Strategic Policies
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Knebworth Neighbourhood Plan Compatibility with Relevant Adopted North Hertfordshire District Local Plan Strategic Policies
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